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PREFACE. 



One Hundred Years ha?e now elapsed since 
the first Methodist Society was formed. That aus- 
picious event dated the commencement of a new 
and glorious era in the history of Christianity. 
The moral revolution which Methodism, under 
the blessing of Almighty God, has already pro- 
duced, has not been surpassed in magnitude and 
rapidity since the days of the Apostles. Its '' line 
his gone out through all the earth, and its words 
to the ends of the world ;" and while we behold it, 
all-animate still with the ardour and energy of its 
first love, '' as a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, and rejoicing as a strong man to run a 
race/' is it too much to expect, that the day is 
coming when it will be universally recognized as 
the selectest agency of a redeeming Providence, 
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ia ushering in the glories of millennial renovation 
and joy ? 

Religious apathy and ecclesiastical intolerance , 
on the one hand, and the predominating influence 
of^ doctrinal prejudice, on the other, have ever, 
not merely denied historical justice to the immortal 
Wesley, his coadjutors and immediate successors, 
but in many instances treated them with contempt 
and calumny. Those stars, however, in the Sa- 
viour's right hand, are now fast dissipating the 
clouds that so long dimmed their lustre, and are 
becoming broader and more refulgent to the view, 
in proportion as we recede from them. How ani- 
mating the spectacle we witness at the present 
moment ! Thousands, and tens of thousands, in- 
stinct with a hallowed emulation to testify their 
gratitude to God, for the inestimable blessings of 
Methodism, are coming forward, and with a li- 
berality unexampled in the annals of the Church, 
decreeing the Monumental Celebration of its 
Centenary on a scale commensurate with the 
greatness of the occasion. Already does the Trea- 
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sury of the Lord overflow wilh princely donalioQi 
consecrated to'lhis noble object ; already does every 
genuine follower of Wesley, in anlicipaiion, par- 
ticipale in a triumph immeasurably purer and more 
exalted than that of the vaunting poet. 



• E«egi c 



lu pyramidum altiDB ; 

ber edax, nun Aquila impolena 



EI fuga icmporuiD. — Hor. 



At sach a period, the rise and progress of Me- 
thodism must become an object of interesting con- 
templalioti to all classes of Christians, save those 
irbostt zeal for the salvation of souls glows only on 
the altar of a party. "Nothing," — observes Ibe 
amiable and eloquent Owen — "Nothing is more 
natural than a desire to investigate the rise, and 
asccriaio the progress of whatever has 3C(|Uired 
sufficient importance to excite our astonishment. 



■ f have ereclod ■ monumeiK more latting thai 
I(M dun ItiH imperial elevBiiaii or pjniuicli ; w1 
waaliB( raio, lh« impotent Dordi wind, nor an ii 
cratiiin of j«ui, and tbo flighi of huou, iI 
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or command our admiration. We feel a sort of 
instinctive curiosity to know the source whence 
the instrument of our gratification has been deriv- 
ed ; and expect to find our pleasure increase in pro- 
portion as we discover by what means it has 
been brought, from its simplest elements and its 
smallest dimensions, to its actual state of symmetry 
and grandeur.'' 

A synoptical digest of whatever materials are 
necessary to the formation of a correct estimate of 
Methodism, in its general character and progres- 
sive operations, may be confidently anticipated 
from the forthcoming volume on the subject by 
the President of the British Conference, the: 
Reverend Thomas Jackson, — a desideratum in 
the literature of Methodism which his previous 
productions evince him to be so admirably qualifi- 
ed to supply. 

On the writer of the following Memoir an hum- 
bler task has devolved — that of tracing one of the 
tributary streams of this majestic river from its 
source^ in connection with the history of him who 
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scooped its cbnonel, and contributed so much to 
tts purity snd dapth and expaasion. lie gives ut- 
lersDce [0 no feeling of voluntary humility in say- 
ing that, highly aa fae estimates the honour of heing 
the biographer of the Reverekd William Black, 
it has oHen been mailer of unfeigned regret to himi 
while contemplating his character, that the delinea- 
tion of it had not engaged the talents of some one 
toore compeleni, from matured experience and a 
Urger measure of heavenly wisdom, to doit justice. 
Were the first sheet of this volume now passing 
through the press inatead of the last, he flatters 
bunaelf he could in some respects materially im- 
proni it I but he roust rest satisfied, for the present 
at least, with the sad consolation that "care will 
not aJurays be successful ; and recollection or in- 
fonnUioo sometimes comes too laie for uae." 
Sboilld a second edition of the work be called for, 
he will most gratefully receive and attentively re- 
gard aaj friendly suggestions with which he may 
b« fBToured, with a view to render it more ac- 
ceptable and usefnl : and, in such an erent, should 
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any light happen to issue from an opposite quarter, 
he trusts he possesses sufficient humility and wis- 
dom not to disregard the prudential maxim, JFas 
est et ab hoste doceri, ** It is wise to derive 
knowledge e?en from an enemy." 

He now commends this Memoir, with all its im- 
perfections, to the blessing of Heaven, praying that 
he who has compiled, and all who may peruse it, 
may be ** followers of them, who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises." 

M. RICHEY. 

Upper Canada Academy, 
May, 1839. 
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CHAPTER I. 

IHTRODUCTORT REMARKS — MR. BLACK'S BIRTH — RE* 
MARKABLE PRESERVATION FROM PREMATURE DEATH 
— HIS FIRST SERIOUS IMPRESSIONS — HIS MOTHER'S' 
80LICITUDE AND EFFORTS FOR HIS SPIRITUAL WEL- 
FARE — THE FAMILY EMIGRATE TO NOVA SCOTIA — 
HIS NEW ASSOCIATIONS EXERCISE AN UNHAPPY IN'* 
FLUENCE OVER HIM — SEEKS REST IN VAIN AMUSE-' 
MENT8, BUT FINDS NONE. 

Ministerial biography, when its subject, having 
taken upon him the sacred office, in obedience to a hea- 
venly call, and with a clear perception of the momen- 
tous trust and responsibility it involves, dedicates 
himself with corresponding zeal and fidelity to the 
discharge of its functions, cannot fail to be eminently 
instructive and useful. To the general delineations 
€>f religious character, — invariably the same in its es- 
Hcntiul elements, whether found in a condition of 
tranquil seclusion, or amidst the excitements of pub- 
lic life, — it adds the interest of a new order of inci- 
dents ; whilst the exercises of personal religion arc 
often very materially modified by the trials and cir- 
cuiriistances of office. 

With the annals of a devoted minister of the Lonl 

Jesus Christ, there arc aUo intenvovcn numcroub il 
B 
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lustrations of God's dealings with his Church ; all of 
which, however varied their aspects or inscrutable 
their reasons, are seen to terminate in the same ra- 
diant point,— the glory of redeemmg grace in the sal- 
vation of his people. And when the existing state of 
the cause of God is such, as to give unusual promi- 
nence to the operations of his grace in the conversion 
of souls, general attention is arrested, — a spirit of 
serious enquiry pervades families and neighbourhoods, 
penitents weep in secret places, — the sons of God ex- 
ult, — the demon of persecution is roused, and often is- 
sues from lurking places where he was least of all sus- 
pected to exist, sceptics, like raging waves of the sea, 
foam out their own shame, or, mute with astonish- 
ment, start at the view of the unshrouded arm of Je- 
hovah, while his Gospel goes forth, as at the first, 
attended with divine demonstrations of its celestial 
origin and virtue. 

At no period in the history of the Christian Church, 
if we except the obscure and superstitious ages that 
preceded the glorious day of the Reformation, have 
the interests of vital godliness been at a lower ebb in 
England than when the Wesleys, Whitfield, and their 
coadjutors, like faithful watchmen on the walls of 
Zion, began to sound the note of alarm in the ears of a 
guilty and slumbering nation. Imbued with the spirit 
of the first heralds of the Lamb, untrammelled by the 
formalities of prescriptive usage, those holy men tra- 
velled beyond the precincts of particular churches ; 
ithey went out into the highways and hedges ; and in- 
spiring the trumpet of the everlasting Gospel with no 
uncertain sound, they soon caused its undying echoes 
to be heard throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. A national revival of religion was the blessed 
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i^uli. Nor were the hallowed impulses hemmed by 
ihe waves of the Atlantic. Proiiagiitocl to the Ameri- 
can Continent, they soon produced there the most gra- 
doua and tnagnifitent effects, and continue to operRte 
in the extensive territory of the new world with ex- 
pansire energy and success. To Him be the glory of 
the ochieTcmenl whose alone is the power! and eni- 
bottned be the memory, and emulated the bright ex~ 
unpl(>, of those whom in his eovereign wisdom. He 
lelected as workers together with Him. Many, from 
whose iutelleciual and religious character better ihioga 
might reasonably be expected, are slow to believe, and 
■tin more reluctant, it would seem, to acknowledge, 
Ihit the sliipeindoua moral revolution which has thus 
in n fbwshort years been ejected, and of whose stabi- 
iHjr and dilliisive influence we possess the surest pledge 
hi that spirit of evangelical enterprise, which now, 
mare ihnn nt any former period since the days of the 
Apoatles, characterises the Church of the Redeemer, 
h to b« traced, under Divine Providence, to " a few 
ymirut men whom God raised up in the Univerdity of I 
Oxford In testify those grand truths which were then 
Bnk attended to ; — That without holiness no man 
rfiolt see ihn Lord ; — that this holiness is the work of 
God, who worketh in us both to will and to do ; that 
Ik dues it of his own good pleasure, merely for tho 
merits of Chri!<t ;— that this holiness is tho mind that 
was in Christ, enabling us to walk as he also walked ; 
dist no man can lie thus sanetilied till he be justilied ; 
— ^ind that we are justified by faith alone."' Such, 
buwever, in [he fact. And where historical justice is 
•warded to those self denying men, they will shine 

■ Wctlcy'i SenDon " On tlw General dprewl ofilie Goapel." 
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with distiuguished lustre among the most energetic i*e-- 
formers of a decayed and torpid Christianity, and the 
most illustrious benefactors of mankind. 

The mass of ignorance and vice which they assail- 
ed was sujSicient to test and dismay the most heroic 
spirits. And had they stood alone, the combat would 
indeed have been unequal ; their occasional triumphs 
could not have been foUowed up or long sustained. 
But the work was the Lord's, with whom there are 
never wanting the requisite resources for accomplish- 
ing his designs. A species of agency unthought of by 
those who first entered the field, and even opposed to 
their educational views and prejudices, came to their 
help— extraordinary messengers — ^who, though for the 
most part destitute of the imposing preliminaries of a 
Collegiate preparation for the ministry, wielded with 
divine effect those weapons which are mighty, through 
God, to the destruction of the fortresses of sin and 
Satan. 

Among those, though at the distance of nearly half 
a century after Wesley commenced his career, the sub- 
ject of these memoirs was called to occupy an import- 
ant sphere of usefulness. His labours being confined 
to the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
till afler the death of the venerable founder of Me- 
thodism, he never enjoyed the coveted pleasure of see- 
ing him. He was, however, for a series of years, ho- 
noured with his paternal affection, counsel, and confi- 
dence, — as will appear in the course of the narrative, 
which we shall no longer withhold from the reader. 

The Reverend William Black was bom of re- 
spectable parents, at Huddersfield, a large and flou- 
rishing town iu West Yorkshire^ in the year 1760, 
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Wiiea i|uiie young, he spent Hev^ral fetirs under the 
mof of his maternal uncle, Mr. Thomas Stocks, at 
Otley, where ho v/aa placed at school. On a certain 
occasion, during his residence there, he bad a remark- 
ahlo escape from a premature grave. Conceiving, aa 
me do, the inonileatation of the scripture doctrine of a 
pMsouttl providence to lie one of the most appropri- 
ate and important objects of biography, the circutn- 
Mances of the deliveranco alluded to so strikingly elu- 
cidate ii, that they are entitled to a permanent record : 
— Mr. Stoclu, accustomed it appears to spend many 
of his leisure hours in angling, brought home one day 
B live trout, and for the amusement of his juvenile 
DCpliew threw it into a trough of water that stood in 
the yard. William, after witnessing for some time, 
with DO small degree of satisfaction, the gambols of 
hi* liony captive, stooped down incautiously to take a 
drink nt the mouth of the spout by which the water 
was conveyed, and fell headlong into the trough. The 
which he fell precluded the possibility of 
I effort to extricate himself from hia condi- 
tion uf imminent peril. In a very short time he must 
ty have been drowned, bad not a female do- 
happening to come to the iloor just in time to 
htm from the arms of death, seen bis feet abovs 
-, ami ran to his relief. His appearance when 
the water was ominous ; for some time 
b* lay tiMiionleBs and insensible, and serious appre- 
L heiwiuiu were entertained by his afflicted friends that 

L Um vital spark was extinct. To their inexpressible 

B jtty, however, their fears were soon dissipated. Let 
I ilui itcopticBl and the incredulous recognise nothing in 
I timae circumstances but a fortuitous, though n happy 

I auiucidence ; by the devout Christian they will Ixi re- 
I B 1 




6 HEMOXBS OF TffC 

ceived, not as the result of chance, but as emanating' 
from the vigilant providence of Him who " numbers 
the hairs of our head, and in whose hand our breath 
is." Young as the subject of our narrative then was> 
this impressive occurrence was not without some salu- 
tary influence upon his mind ; and that it was indeli- 
bly engraven upon his memory and heart as a merci- 
ful and monitory dispensation of the Most High, is 
apparent from the fact that, in recording many years 
afterwards the most signal mercies by which his life 
had been crowned, he places it at the head of the ca- 
talogue. 

It is not always easy to trace back the serious im- 
pressions of a mind, trained under a religious influence , 
to their incipient operation. On Mr. Black's own au- 
thority, however, we can state, that he was not more 
than six years old when his mind was first deeply agi- 
tated with a view of his state a%a sinner, and the aw- 
ful anticipations of eternity. His feelings under these 
" compunctious visitings," will be best portrayed in 
his own ingenuous and inartificial language :— " When 

\^ I was very young, even as early as five years old, I 

had some serious impressions ; God's Spirit began to 
operate upon my mind. When I was six, I often 
wished I was a toad or a serpent, or any thing but 
what I was. For I thought, as a toad has no soul, it 
cannot be miserable ; but I am in danger of being lost 

. — -A/ and tormented by the wrath of God for ever. Oh that 
I had never been bom f I found an enmity in my 
heart against God, in his holiness and justice. It rose, 
young as I then was, against his sovereignty and do- 
minion. It galled me to think that I must either re- 
pent or perish ; so that many times before I was ten 
years of age, had it been in my power, I would have 
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on-tiiiritttd God's govemmen' and iletlironpd the ^ii- 
rtuus Author pf my being ! It affects nio while I re- 
lute it." To thia discloRUre of the workings of his 
atttlye detyaTJIy at eo early a period, he appends an 
rninafirunon oT the vices to which he was then parli- 
ctilftriy addicted, and with repentant self abaaemcm 
osrinim!:, — '■ Lord t to thia day I desire to be humbled 
MBVcryremenibrancp of those iniquities of my youib." 
Itnpiiti«nt of the salutary restraints of school-discipline, 
Wtlluun, when nlwut thirteen years old, left his imcle's 
nbttiptly ami without giving any previous iiitiinntion 
of bis intcntitm, and relumed to his father's houHe. 
HtM father, haTin^ for tome time entertained the de- 
M^ of emigrating to America, deemed it prudent to 
visit the intended land of his adoption himself, before 
beshoald finally determine on a Htepso deeply involv- 
it^ the future fortunes of his family. Accordingly, in 
tlwe]mng of 1774, heaome to Nova Scotin, purchased 
Ml e«iiU*! at Amheret in the county of Ciimherland, 
■ml rntuming to England iii the antumn, moved to 
Atwica tvitb liis family the ensuing spring. Although 
Iw eipreMed hi« decided disapprobation of William'a 
jmmbttA in leaving his uncle, and returning home^i-iih- 
OU pormiwion, yet, ns be wasjitnt then about to pro- 
ceed to Anicriea, he allowed him to remain with his 

Wllliitm*!) apirituat interests were not neuleeicd by 
tui pian* and excellent mothei' during Mr. Black's vi- 
Mt W Amttirn. With nil the tcndemesa and assiduity 
afm Chrirtiau mnthiT's love, ahe warned and inntnml- 
«d him ; du<1 ))lied liim with the most powerful and 
notiven w ftive hi.'* heart to God, watering 
ihtf i^cmI seed with many prayers and icnra. To her 
mplary solicitude for his enlvaiion ho beiint 
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grateful testimony : — " While my father was in Ame- 
rica, my dear mother paid particular attention to the 
concerns of my soul. Frequently did she tak^ me 
aside into her closet to talk and pray with me. Often 
did she relate the dealings of God with herself; — how, 
when she was about sixteen years old, she was con- 
vinced of sin,, and experienced the love of God shed 
abroad in her heart by the Holy Ghost ; that she knew 
her sins forgiven, and that her Redeemer lived. Fre- 
quently and affectionately did she press the necessity 
of conversion and the new birth upon my conscience. 
Nor were her godly admonitions altogether in vain. 
They deeply affected me. Many times they sent me 
to my closet to my knees, where with tears I besought 
the Lord for mercy." 

It were gratifying to be able to relate that these re- 
lentings of heart, and applications for mercy, issued 
in true conversion ; that blossojns of promise so fair, 
were soon followed by the fruits of righteousness. But 
we are denied that satisfaction. Even the pathos of 
maternal eloquence, though its subjects be replete with 
overwhelming interest — ^the love of the Saviour, and 
the joys and woes of a never ending existence, — has 
not power to win the alienated affections to God. As- 
sailed by this species of benignant aggression, the 
heart may, indeed, throw off its shield of wonted ob- 
duracy, — ^it may tremble with alarm, and <iissolve in 
natural sensibility, and agonize with apparent contri- 
tion ; but such symptoms of godly sorrow are by no 
means unequivocal ; they are hopeful presages, but 
no certain indications of that " repentance unto sal- 
vation which needeth not to be repented of." We 
are in no danger, we conceive, by this suggestion, of 
discouraging the efforts of religious parents to pro- 
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moto tito immortal iniet^HLt of thnir childrpti, Thoy 
have not to learn that although the renovmion of the 
faeart in righteousneas in the achievement, not of hu- 
mnii ouaainn, but of divine agency, that agency ispuc 
fonh in connection with the aae of meam>, of which 
the mwessily of a superior power to render them effi- 
cient onn neither justify nor extenuate the neglert. It 
will therefore be ihoir wiadom, in a department of re- 
lative responsibility, where the requisitions of duty 
Head with the promptingii of natural aifection, to imi- 
tueihe unceasiog assiduity of tho provident husband- 
mnlli who " in tho morning sovra liin seed, and in the 
evetting wjthhoMa not his hand ; for he Imowa not 
tvhciher Rhnll prw^r, either ihi.s or that, or whether 
ihny sbaJI be alike good." 

One of the most usual and nealuctive temptations in 
dw way of young people's embracing religion, whfln 
mnboiKd In a perception of its necessity, arises from 
a muni; eatimnte of its genius and tendency in rela- 
tioB t» ihnir inimniiate happiness. Unreserved con- 
irvieo of God, however cunducive, in 
tojvltire felicity, involves, they ima- 
ifiM, to a great extent, the renunciation nf present en- 
jojnBent. The idea is as unjuint an it in pernicious. 
Tho religion of the Lord Jesus Christ is not the stern 
proliibimvw of pleasure, but, uncording to hii own 
bMUtlflil dt^scr^plion of it, in his conversation with 
lb* wnituui nf Sumarin, — tho salient well-spring of 
•U thai is pure and lofty in true blessedness, " spring- 
inffttpuntn eternal life." Her ways are indeed " ways 
of yJwtjaiitneiiH; and all her paths are peace." Had 
Aia nw of the inftuenco of real religion been enter- 
toiaMl b? the Hubjecl of Ihciw memoirs, when under 
tbv KlTectiog loachingN of his mother, hiii minJ ^va^ 



k 



BO deeply impresaed, the result would probably hare 
been more auspicious. " But alas !" be lamenW, 
" that subtle adversary, wbo goeth iiboul seeking 
whom he may devour, soon suggested, — ' It ia too 
soon for you to be religious yet. It will destroy all 
your happiness, euE off all your pleasures, and make 
you a laughing stock to every boy in the school.' 
With this and such like temptations he prevailed, I 
quenched the spirit of God aud drove away my con- 
cern in a great measure, so thai I could sin on as before." 
In the QKiuth of April, 1775, the whole family sail- 
ed from Hull, onboard the Jenny, Captain Foster ; 
and after a propitious passage, arrived at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. When they were within three niile» 
of Halifax the vessel struck upon some rocks, not 
however with such violence as to injure her ; and as 
the accident occurred at low water, she was carried 
off by the returuing tide. Afler remaining about a 
fortnight in Holifas, they sailed for Cumberland, 
where they arrived iii June. Mr. Black pays a tri- 
bute, short yet full, and extremely pleasing, to the 
memory of Captain Foster, which shall, in accord- 
ance with the intention of the writer, bo coeval with 
this page ; — " Captain Foster was a pattern to mori- 
ners, especially to masters of vessels. I never heard 
him speak a rash word. Nor did I, to my knowledge, 
hear an oalli, from the time ive loft England until we 
arrivetl in Halifax harbour, either by mariner or pas- 
■enger, although i suppose there were about ninety 
Rouls on board. The Captain used to call all that 
could and would, to come into Iho cabin, morning ami 
evening, and pray with them himself. He maintain- 
o<l the strictest order on board the vessel. What, a 
I masters of vessels imitate him !" Tha 
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xtay is approacbing when tb3 most Epiendid and losi- 
iri); work of ihe statuary will be deemed an in&iiCelj 
tcsH (-ttiimaUie memorial than a deserved tribute like 
the preceding. 

Oil coming to America Mr. Blai^k Daturaliy furmcd 
new AssociatioQa ; aiid they unfortunately happened 
lo be of a cIrss ill adapted to cherish or renew hia ae- 
rious iin|ires«ion9. He soon drank into their spirit, 
and became one of the must gay and thoughclesa of 
Ab circle. *' On my arrival here," he writes, " 1 grew 
•a tvickodjiesB, as 1 grew in years, turning the pre- 
cious mercy of God into lascivioimtesB." To aucb a 
|HKh of Insensibility did he, by wilfully suppressing 
convictions, rapidly arrive, that danger the most 
»ppnlling failed to arrest or alarm him, in hia reckless 
career. " U'l remember correctly," be continues, " iii 
Um foil of 1776, a few people cnme from Maehias, 
ntaed nil who were disafiecled to, and didarmed all 
who were friends ofibe Govemmeni, Id the county 
of Cumberland. They forbade us to stir off our 
fiuitu, burnt tli« town, anil ihreatcned many with ira- 
prim>i>menl and death. As there were but a handful 
nwu in ilie garrison, and they knew not the weak- 
M of the rcl)cls, they did not attempt to come out to 
lew the country, till reinforced by the arrival of a 
pile tW>m HalifB.1. In the night, they would fre- 
quenlly fire upon, the garrison, and the garrison upon 
tn. Now, here was a time that called for repent- 
X tnd preparation for dciith. But my cars wer« 
•liut in nil the waminga of Providence. It was our 
lal r.ustiitii at Mn time to sit up whole nights at the 
ridkuloiu prncticn uf ^hufflin;; backwards and for- 
M^nb a few upoiteil ]iiaccs of paste-board. — When 
we heurd the vaiuious roar or the dlsvlinrgc of the 
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musketry, we have frequently gune awliile from out 
cank to watch the fliLshing uf the guns, during the hot- 
test of the fire, and, as soon as that was over, retunied 
ngain. We could easily see the garrison from my fi»- 
ther'a house. Thus was our precious lime spent tn 
the vainest of vanity, i do not see how any man that 
believes the Bible can reconcile himself to cord-play- 
ing. It is childish, irrational, and fnr beneath tbedi^ 
nily of an immortnl. About this time we began to 
frolic and dance, for whole nights together ; some- 
times four or five nights io the week. Yet I did not 
find happiness in it. I have sometimes put my fingers in 
my ears to stop the sound of the music, and then said 
within myself, ' What fools are we ! to leap up and 
* down like so many wild Indians rounil a. fire.' Still I 
loved it." Palpably iiicompatible as the course be 
' was now pursuing was with the service of the Lord, 

^ yet, blinded by the god of thin world, ha vainly nt- 

b' templed to conciliate them. He had not made up his 

I iiiind to perish forever ; and he knew the jirayerleM 

I shall not enter heavcu. Hence he says, " I frcqucnt- 

I ly, at this time, would pray in a formal uiannor. I 

' durst not wholly neglect it ; and yet my conduct wu 

I such, and the spirit of dancing was so contrary to the 

spirit of prayer, that I hardly durst use it." In ttus 
I imhappy slate of mental conflict be continued for two 

fe or three years ; his convictions, on the one band, pcn- 

I Boning all his carnal pleesurcH, and his enslavement 

I to those pleasures, increased by the seductive infln- 

H «nce of association, and the force of habit, preventing 

H Lim, on the other, from acting in accordance with hia 

H convictions. This is do peculiar case. Mauyabrenst, 

H it is bclicveil, which appears from the smiles that piny 

B Upon the countenance, to be ibe scat of serenity and 



•nnshinc, vmuld, were iho veil but put nsiilc, exhibit 
Xhe original of the picture, which Mr. Black haa ilrawii 
above, of the interior of his own heart. Those whu 
have peruRtul Dr. Doildridge'a interesiitig ttnrnitivo 
• i>l' rcinm^itbte pnasagcs in the life nf Colonel Gardi- 
ner, c&iinot fail to he here reminded uf the strikiiifc 
rorroboratioiiof the truth of the«e sentiments aflbrded 
by itu) expericneo of that distinguished oflicar in Ihc 
laidsl of hifl revelry and (ii3iii]iation. The irrepressi- 
Ue buoyaony of his spirit had earned for him the n|i- 
|i»nMion of " The happy rake," and often made him 
•a olgecl of envy to those who paid iiini the ilreadful 
eoropliment. '* Vet,"3aya the Dr., "elill the cbech.i 
rf Qtmscience, and some remaining prineiplcx of s<i 
foad an education, would break in upon hia most li- 
DMittous faoura ; and I pnrtiirnlarly remember he liild 
me, (hat when ttomo of bis dissolute companions were 
HBoe eont^tulating him on his most distinguiBhed fe- 
BeltjTi a (log; happening at that time to come into the 
mnn, he roiild not forbear groaning inwardly, and 
■•jrliig to himself, ' Oh that I were that dog !' " He 
wfco would find rest flir his soul must despiur of realiz- 
hu It In the gay illu«iions of sense ; retiring from the 
■vir-hsntnl circle of worldly plenaure, ho must seek it 
wJwro alone it ever has or ever can be found — in the 
love «f God, and ila iiweparable concomitant — a hope 
"f iriwy that ttiaketh not ashamed. 

■■TliDU an the tource anil centre of all minila. 
Their only point of real, Eleriuil Word; 
From Ihea de]iiulliig, they are laBl.anil row 
Xt ramlaiDiwiihoDl honanr, hope, or pOMfi- 
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From thee is all that soothes the life of maa^ 
His high endeavour and his glad success ; 
His strength to suffer, and his will to serve. 
But O ! thou bounteous giver of all good ! 
Thou art of all thy gifts thyself the crown; 
Give what thou canst, without thee we are poor. 
And -with thee rich, Cake what thou wilt away." 

COWPE] 



CHAPTER II. 
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Thb Apostle Paul, in aildressing the Galatians, thus 
enipbatically asserts the divine origin ol' tho Byslem he 
bad with ningiiler succesa preached among them : — 
" I certify yuu, lirethren, tliut the Gospel whicli was 
preached of me, is not afler man ; for I neither receiv- 
nd it of man, neither was I taught it hut by the reve* 
btion of Jesus ChrisT." On this basis rcac all its 
daims to rct^cpiion and obedience. And thoae claims 
wm, indeed, divinely sustained. The docnmentary 
proof of the divinity of the Christian system is luml- 
OolU, varied, and abundant. Before the foundations 
oo which (be righteous build their elevated hopes aro 
destroyed, the volume of inspired prediction, e.vtant 
Ibr tge*, and for ages interpreted and fulfilled by the 
tfrents of history, must eink into oblivion, — all eonfi- 
denee miutl lie withdrawn fVom human and historical 
IMttmoiiy lliu most unexceptionable, — the depositions 
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of the senses, though given in circumstances highfjr 
Ikvourable to their cakn and convincing exercise, must 
be set aside, — and the progressive character and inti- 
mate agreement, the peerless grandeur and majestic 
simplicity of the series of revelations that compose the 
sacred records, must be accounted for without the sup- 
position of their having emanated from the Supreme 
Intelligence. Till then let the infidel suspend his pro- 
pensity to indulge in invidious and self-complacent 
comparisons ; let him not gratuitously felicitate himself 
on his intellectual magnanimity, and impugn the dis- 
ciple of the New Tfestament, as weak and* credulous. 

The celestial origin of the Gospel is susceptible of 
another species of demonstration,.as satisfactory to the 
heetrt imbued with hs influence, as that„ which has 
been just hitited at, is to the understanding. The Gos- 
pel is essentially a remedial scheme^ Its grand and pe- 
culiar characteristic is, that it unfolds the ruin of man 
by himself, and his recovery by the mercy and grace of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Along with 
an exposure of the disease in all its malignancy, which 
has laid waste our moral constitution, it exhibits a di- 
vine specific, of unfailing virtue, to invigorate with spi- 
ritual health all who receive it. From such a system, 
the idea of experimental religion, however stig- 
matised as ENTHUSIASM by those who ''^know not the 
Scriptures, neither the power of God," is obviously in- 
separable. " The truth as it is in Jesus" cannot be ade- 
quately understood without being felt. "The natural 
man," however gifled by nature, or cultivated by edu- 
cation, "receiveth riot the things of the Spirit of God ; 
they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. " If, with--^ 
dut^lhls divine iUumination and experience >. a man can 
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have no proper percepilon of the things of God, it 
woulil Beem allogethEr superfluous to prove ihut ha 
cauaol be qualitied to teach them. Besides, it is pre- 
4>08teroua lo conceive, that He who ever adapts his in- 
Klruinents to the vrork in ivhioh they are oniployed, 
should select unconverted and unholy men to carry for- 
ward tbt! moral renovation of the tvorld. The objects 
of the Christian Ministry arc thus repreamted by the 
Dif ine Author of the institution, in his address lo Paul : 
**ToUim"men " from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive for- 
glnmen of eins, and an inheritance an)ong them that 
■ramnclidcd, by faith ibalisinme." To qualify Paul 
for thin sublinic and holy office, it was not enough that 
tlui Hart of God was revealed to him — he was also re- 
vealed M him. (Galut. 1: 16). And it ia worthy of 
^Miuiil eonsidcration that he received this interior re- 
velation of Christ that he inighi be (jualified topreaeh 
him. Tite objects of that miuislry are still the same ; 
P^lhiiiiiliiiii spiritual preparation, on the part of those 
-^llPld to sustain it, is still equally necessary to their 
Without this, intellect of the highest or- 
ibough discipliued with cure, and enriched with 
miotiB and recondite knowledge, an imagination fei^ 
rid jci cliasto, a memory the mont tenacious, and an 
doeution R]unlly graceful and energetic, avail but little 
u ibo wiorctl desk. Thoy may excite admiration, but 
ihajr will uut toi'rt touli. Cicero declares it as his set- 
tled pcnuasion, thai no one can hope to ullaiu perfec- 
tion a« au orator "unless he » hall have acquired the 
luwwtedge ufall the sciences.'" Still mure indispea- 

•Ac am qoi'laa Kn'en'iKi aeniD polerii cMooBuii Inutlecuma 
km antot. niai «>i oniniiim renim uugnaruni mrim arliunt 
Mn««eu(ni.— Da Oral. Lib, 1, 
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sable is an experimental acquaintance with the science 
of salvation to him who would preach " Christ cruci* 
fied," 

** In thoughts that breathe, and words that bta-n.'* 

In the biography of such a minister, the record Of 
his conversion to God will always occupy a prominent 
place. This great and blessed change was experienced 
by Mr. Black when about nineteen years of age. He 
8ometime afterwards wrote an account of it to Mr. 
Wesley, who thus introduces it in his published Jour- 
nal : — April 15, 1782. "I had now leisure to tran- 
scribe a letter, wrote last May, from Amherst, in Nova 
y^ Scotia, by a young man whose father, some years since, 
went thither with his whole family" : — 

" In the year 1779, I saw, if I would go to heaven^ 
I must lead a new life. But I did not know I wanted 
an inward change, or see the deplorable state I was in 
by nature, till I was at a prayer meeting held at Mr, 
Oxley's. While they were praying, my heart began to 
throb within me, my eyes gushed out with tears, and I 
cried aloud for mercy ; as did most that w^ere in the 
room, about fourteen in number. One, indeed, could 
not hold from laughing, when we began to cry out ; 
but it was not long before he cried as loud as any. In 
A fev/ moments it pleased God to fill Mrs. Oxley with 
joy unspeakable. After this, we went ahnost every 

. night to Mr. Oxley^s to sing and pray* Going thence 
one night, and seeing the Northern Lights, I thought, 
' What, if the Day of Judgment be coming ?' I threw 

, myself down on the ground, and cried to the Lord for 

^ mercy. On Sunday, Mr. Wells, an old Methodist,. 

came to Amherst, and gave us an exhortation, in which 

, &e said, ^ Sin and repent, sin and repent, till you rfpent 
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in the boUuiuless [lit.' The words treat like a dagger 
to my beurc ; anil 1 conlinued mourning after God for 
five we^ks and (bur days, till our monthly meeting. I 
was then dtrungly tempted to put an end to tiiy life ; 
hut Gwl enabled me to resist the templalion. Two 
days niVr, an old MrthocUisE, after praying with me. 
Mid, ' I think you will get the blessmg before morn- 
ing.' About two hours after, while we were einging ^ 
B hymn, it pleased God to reveal hts Son in my heart. 
Sinoe that time I have had many blessed days, and 
many happy nights. 

" Out- Suudny night, after my brother Richanl and I 
were guue to Iwni, I iisked liiin, ' Can you believe ?'' 
Ho aoHwered, ' No," I exhorted hitn to wrestle hard 
with Gud, and got up to pray with him. But he was 
■Dbelieving still : so I went to sleep again. Vet, not 
being Hatislie<<, after talking largely to him, I got up 
a^aJu, and Iwgan praying for him ; being fully per- 
aiUKled that Gwl would set his soul at liberty. And so « 
he did : he pardoned all liis sins, and bode him 'go 
in peace,' 

" It tK?iiig now between twelve and one, I ivaked 
my brotlien John and Thomas, and told tliem the glad 
tHttugw. They got up. We went to prayer ; and when 
W0 ruHe from our knees, Thomas declared, ' God has 
blolteil out all ray sins.' I then wmt to my father and 
mMher, (who wpto lioth nceking ealvKtion,) and told 
fbem the jnyfiil news. My father said, ' Willy, pray 
tar «*.' I did ; and runieslly exhorted him to wrestle 
wilb Ood for iiimself. Su he did ; and it wsf) not long 
httor* (imi net his houI al«o at lilierty. The next 
■iMmlii); it pieaved Him to «how my sister Sarah his 
puilonit):; love. Bleii^ed be Itia name for all hi* - 
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Not long after, Mr. Oxley'a son came to our 
house ; and lay with me, and complained of his hard- 
ness of heart. Afler I had talked with him a little 
while, the Lord laid his hand on him in a wonderful 
manner ; so that he rolled up and down, and roared as 
in the agonies of death. But between one and two in 
the morning, he likewise could rejoice in God his Sa- 
viour. These are a few of the wonderful works of 
God among us ; but he is also woricing upon the hearts 
of the inhabitants in general." 

"William Black, Junr." 

A more minute detail of the circumstances connect- 
ed with a part of Mr. Black's history so full of inte* 
rest, cannot fail to be peculiarly acceptable to the rea- 
der. I therefore extract a more circumstantial state- 
ment from a short account of the Lord's dealings with 
his soul, drawn up by himself,, the autograph of which' 
now lies before me. 

"In the Spring of 1779, the Lord began in a more 
powerful manner, to operate upon my mind. The oc- 
casion of it was as follows : — A few of the old Metho- 
dists who emigrated from England, some years before, 
having had something of a revival in their souls, be- 
^ganto hold little meetings Tor prayer and exRoffation. 
God blessed their word, some were awakened ; and it 
was presently rumoured abroad, that such and such 
were converted. This helped to set the people a- 
thinking and enquiring, whether these things were so. 

" One day, my brother John had been over at Fort 
Lawrence. On his return he informed me that G. 
Swinburne told him that John Johnson and another 
man were converted, and knew their sins forgiven^ 
and that he ought to seek the same blessing. ' But', 
said he < I do not believe it, for Johnson was playing 
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canls, grf such a liinc' I replied, ' Brother, it sig- 
ot&cs little to uH how the case is wiih Ibem, whe- 
ther they lire eonverted or not, we must alter the 
c«uP»e of our livps or we cannot see the kingdom of 
Cod.' — He said, ' / intend to do it.' ' But,' said I,' let 
IM determine ami covenant to lead a new life.' We *" 
hixnrd\nii\y entered into a eovenaiit that we would set -^— 
out on a new course, leave off dancing, card-playing, 
tte. and attend the uiectiiiga for prayer- and ehouk 
fannda tut a m;uI of the same. But, although we had 
thilB soleiunly covenanted together, we durst not enter 
into iHmvenjUtion, about the state of our soula, for 
tHtsrly n fortnight after ; and yet, we longed to open 
oat tninds, and were lo^lher every Jay. 

"AIwul this time I wcntover toMr. Osley's. They 
were seeking the Lord, and exhorted me to do the "^ 
Mmci. Theircoaveraatiuu woamndeablcsningio mp. 
I ma fiill of good desires. On the Sabbath I went to 
mmlin^, and felt still greater desires ; for several days 
after 1 felt my mind cotttinually ilrnwu to prayer and 
■mliutioR. Religious concerns alone posse>4sed my 
B&»A ; nur liad I the least inclination to return to my 
oU eompBDiuru or ways ; so timt t said, in my hoart, 
•I wiab all the world knew how easy it is to l>e ro- 
figiottt, — Hurely. they would all tutd to God.' But 
■lu I I knew very little what was in my heart, or of 
rani religion. 

•'One ni^lil, ivehad a meeting at Mr. Orfey's. We 

iman to come and pray with us. Hi« •. 

John Newton, ftoni PradJiow, near New- ""Ti* 
He gave out a hymn ; lnK before hi; hodsung K^ 

! tears begim lo gush fnim niy eyes, ' ^St 
jr heart to tlirob within me. I coulil not hut cry 
«■! fiir nuTpy. as in u little time most of the cumiinny 
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did. One young man, at first, began to laugh at us:- 
He thought, ' What ! you never committed murder, or 
did any thing so dreadful, that you> need to make sucb 
fools of yourselves, and roar out like mad people.* 
But God soon turned his laughter into sorrovir. An 
arrow of conviction fastened in his heart, and he roar- 
ed out louder than any^. ^God be merciful to me a siii- 
ner.' Ten or eleven continued thus crying for some 
time. In about an hour, Grod graciously set Mrs. 
Oxley at liberty^ Her soul was brought out of dismal 
darkness into light truly marvellous. Oh ! how did 
her soul exult in the Redeemer, and magnify his 
blessed name. We continued our meeting for two or 
three hours, and then parted. I went home with my 
***^ree brothers^ and sister, weary and heavy laden. It 
seemed to me if an hundred people had been thercy 
they must have been all awakened.. 
- " From this time, for some months, we met almost 
-\ / every night, to sing and pray; generally continuing 
"^ from a little after sun-down, until midnight. Fre- 
quently, I with another remained till day-light. To 
weep — ^to fast — ^to pray — was now become as my meat 
and drink. I did not desire any thing else until I 
tbund Jesus. I thought, I talked, of Jesus ; nor could 
I bear to hear of any thing but what had a tendency 
to lead my soul to him. It filled me with amazement 
to see men endowed with reason, and capable of en- 
joying God's love, or of befiiring his wrath,, for ever, 
spending their precious moments in the most trifling' 
and unprofitable conversation. 

" Returning one night from meeting, it was impress- 
ed upon my mind, — ' The curse of God hangs over 
prayerless families ; God is not worshipped in your 
family i this is your sin J Before this, my mind had 
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been dbiresaed on this account, nnd I had requested 
my father ro pmy with us ; Ijut ho ulwiiys put it off 
Baying, 'I will, when I get more strength.' 1 went 
bome saying within myself, ' If neitharmyfather, nor "*^ 
my elder brother, will proy with the family, I will,' y 
Jiut as I opened the door, my brother, who had been 
mercised much as I wa-s, broke out in prayer ; from . 
which lime we had femily prayer, morning and ertm- J ■■ 
tug. That night I went to bed in sore distress." The 
jiowerful effect produced upon his mind soon after 
(his by the pungent appeal of Mr. Wells, in hia e\- ' 
horiation, to which he refers in his letter to Mr. ^^ 
Weilcy, he thus moro particularly descrilies : — 
*' Lord," thought I, " ! am the very man. I sin, and 
grtore ; and then I ein again. Alaa ! what will such 
repentance avail. 1 must be holy or I cannot be 
bappy. Now my eina were set in buttle array before 
tne, I saw myself wretched, miserable, helpless and 
amlonc. i wont about from day to Jay, hanging 

I down tny head like a bulrush, the tears frequently 

Mrwiming down my face in abundance ; yetl met with 

I 110 deliverance. However, I determined never to rest 

■ noiit I should know that mi/ Redeemer lived ; — I 

■ WMild not be comforted because he was not. 

I " Not long ufter this, I went to Mr. ScurrJ, fully 

B eTpefHing be would say much to me~aWbut the state of 
P ray Mtul ; and promised myself much benefit from so 

I boly B mail. But I was greatly disappointed. He 

Mid but little to nic. How apt are we to look for too 
, luueh (V-orti man, to lean upon an arm of flesh, inglead 

of looking to the Lord. Thnl night he gave an e\- 
1 tonatlon at his own house ; but alns ! I felt hard and 

L Mnpid. If Blear could have saved my soul, I could 
B ■*! «hc4 oDc. I thought, Burciy I amoncof the vilvst 
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wretches on earth. I know I am a child of wrath) 
and an heir of hell ; and should I die here I am un* 
done forever, and yet I cannot shed a tear. Alas I 
alas ! I am worse than ever. In this deplorable state 
I laid me down, concluding I was farther and farther 
from God. I mourned because I could not mourn, 
and grieved because I could not grieve. 

" The day following was our monthly meeting, at 
Mr. Foster's of Fort La^vrence ;;~afld such a day, my 
eyes never beheld, before or since. Mr. Wells' 
prayer was just suited to my case ; every word came 
home with keen conviction, and sank deeper in my 
heart than ever. Formerly, I longed to feel my sins 
a greater burthen, and prayed that my distress might 
be increased ; I seemed greedy of sorrow ; and to shed 
tears, afforded some relief. But noio, the scene was 
changed. My sins were a burthen intolerable to be 
borne. I was weary of life. I saw myself justly con- 
demned, and said within myself, ' I >vish I was dead : 
if God pleases to save, it is infinite mercy ; if he 
damns me — ^be it so — it is righteous and just ; I can- 
not help myself.' Every thing augmented my sor- 
rows. A cock crowing, just at this time^ brought 
strongly to my recollection Peter's denial of his Mas- 
ter. I cried within myself ' Oh ! I am wretchedly 
denying the Lord Jesus a place in my heart. I like 
Peter, have denied the Lord.' 

" Afler the meeting, John Newton came to me and 
said, ' Surely, 'Willy, there must be something that thou 
art not willing to give up, or else God would have deli- 
vered thy soul ere now.' I replied, ^ I am in Francis 
Spira's condition.' ' No ! No !' said the good old 
man ; ^ I believe it will not be long before the Lord 
deliver thy soul. Sorrow may endure for a night, but 



jny Ehall come in the moniing.' He eadeavoured R> 
encourage me much, and entreated me to give up all 
tny suul 10 JeSua, nssuring inc, that t sbould lind re- 
iief. My distress wus great. I thought, if I wer* iti 
Iiell I could not be much more miserable than 1 then 
WM. ' A wounded spirit, who can bear :' Soon otter, 

%ht) oxiremily of my distreaB went off, and I remained 
for two days under a heavy sart of melancholy. All — 
llin tiuto, I felt on awful eeosc of God, and of my lost 
oonlltion without help from heuven. In the evening, 
I wvni (a Mr, Oxley'ii. Mi?. Donkin was there. Sho 
knew my distre**, and asked, ' Can you believe V I 
-aoswETed in tho negative. Sba eaiil, ' You are rea- 
■onii^ with the enemy ; come to me ; I have fO( u 
■wuel promise for jou.' I went ; she presented mn 
iriih a [Hissago in the Bible, which she thought suitu- 
kle (o my coudiiion. 1 said, ' I have seen many eucli 
«rwt promi^s in ihe Bible to day, but alas ! they am 
MM for mc/ 

" Mr. Frieze came to me ; and atter eni|Uiring the 
■(■to of tny mind, and praying, took an ulTeciionaiu 

'Ihtc of me, saying, '1 believe God will deliver you 
Infbr* morning.' I tarried still at Mr. Oxley'a. We ^m 
aodlintied singing and praying about two hours, wlien ..■-' 

-ft plaOM*! the Lord to reveal his suitableness, abilityj^ 
MOd williu^i'ss to save me ; so that I could cast my -- 
■oul upon him with, — 'I um thine, and thou art mine,' 
I "Wkile our friends were singing. 



*• I Bouht then cluim my interest in his Iilooil, and Iny 
fiui huld of Uini UB the huiH: set before me— JAe Lord 
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my Righteousness, Instantly, my burden dropped of. 
— my guilt was washed away — my condenmation was 
removed — a sweet peace and gladness were difiused 
abroad in my soul — my mourning was turned into joy, 
and my countenance, like Hannah's, told my delive- 
rance, — it was no more heavy. After returning public 
thanks, I went home praising God. All my song was, 

* Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.' 

" But though I look upon this as the time of my es- 
pousals to Jesus, I have many times since experienced 
Tar greater joy than then. 

" The next morning, my brother John came to in- 
quire the state of my soul. I said, ' O ! blessed be the 
Lord, I am happy ; he hath graciously delivered me, 
and makes my heart to rejoice in his name,' &c. He 
went and told my brother Richard, who, some time 
after, came to propose a similar question. In the mean- 
time, not feeling an equal degree of joy, I began to 
question vThether I had indeed found the Lord ? or 
whether the peace I now felt was right or not ! I said, 
' I cannot tell you ; I do not feel as I did. My mind 
is at peace, but not so happy as it was.' Soon after 
hiM departure, while I was reading, the Lord again 
smiled upon my soul, and cheered my heart, as with 
the new wine of his kingdom. My scruples were all 
removed, and I could cry, 'My liord ! and my God! 

" Now, I concluded, my mountain is strong, and 
cannot be moved. But what are we, if God for a mo- 
ment hide his face ? 

" The same evening we went to Mr. Oxley's, where 
seeing many in great distress, I said, ' Oh ! that yoi 
would all come to Christ : surely you may all believe 
if you will ; it is easy to believe.' It was instantl; 
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t-u^gested to my miiidj ' You are deceived ; you are in- 
11 a ted with pride' ; — and that with such power, that 
uil my comforts fled, and I was constrained to cry out 
in the presence of them all, ' Oh ! what a wretch am 
I. I said a few minutes ago, you may all believe if you 
will ; and now I cannot believe myself.' I went into 
the li3l(l, and throwing myself on the ground, cried to 
the Lord for help. He heard my prayer, he saw my 
liistnjss, and filled my soul with love, and bade me go 
ifi peace. ' Lord ! what a wavering, inconstant soul 
nm I ! Sometimes I feel thy love, — I behold thy ful- 
iittis, — I see thee altogether lovely, and conclude that 
I shall never doubt thy love again. But no sooner 
iliK»s the storm come on — the winds blow — and the seas 
run high — than I begin to doubt ; and the more I doubt, 
the more I sink, and should perish altogether, if thou 
tJivlst not stretch out thine arm to me, as thou didst to 
sinking Peter.' However, these temptations from the 
viwiuy confirmed nie the more, for proportional com- 
forts always followed them ; if my distress was great, 
my deliverance was greater. This, I find, has Ijeeii 
the case to the present time. I now went on my way 
rfjoieing. 

* Jesus, all the day bng, 

Was my joy and itiy song, 
() that all his salvation isiiglit viia \ 

He hath loved me, I cried, 

He huth sufTercd and died, 
To ri. deem Kuch a i'cl>cl as mc ! 

On the wings of his love, 

I was carried above 
All sin, and temptation, and pain; 

1 cuulJ not believe 

Tliat I over should griere, — 
That 1 ever should euflfer again.' 
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'* Every thing conspired to make me happy. Whether 
I looked upon the heavens above, or the earth be- 
neath, they sparkled with the Creator's glory ; all crea- 
tion seemed to smile upon my soul, and speak its Ma- 
ker's praise. The fields broke forth into singing, and 
the trees clapped their hands. The glory of Lebanon 
was given unto them — the excellency of Caraiel and 
Sharon, because of the glory of God, and the excel-^ 
lency of our God. In man, and beast, I saw. the wis- 
dom, power, and goodness of G^d, shine conspicuously., 
I was filled with wonder, and felt the utmost tender- 
iiess and love for every creature God had made. With, 
glowing admiration I have beheld, and with grateful 
praise confessed, the inimitable skill of his all-creating 
hand in the formation of a fly,, and the painting of a 
flower. More especially when I considered,7— ' This 
is not barely the work of God,, but of wy God, wy fa^ 
ther, and my friend.' When I reflected on death, judg- 
ment, heaven, or even hell,^it filled me with comfort ; 
but above all, — at the name of Jesus, my heart took 
fire, and kindled into love.." 

To every mind not incurably sceptical on the sub- 
ject of vital religion, this beautiful and vivid descrip- 
tion, must carry evidence, at once of its reality and 
power. It is, indeed, convenient for those who place 
religion in a cold and barren orthodoxy of sentiment, 
or estimate the excellency of Christianity, merely by 
the superiority of its moral code to the ethics of a Se- 
neca, or of an Epictetus, to represent such declarations 
of triumphant joy and confidence in God, as the lan- 
guage of fanaticism and mental delusion. They ought > 
however, to be reminded, that a prominent doctrine of 
Him, who spake as never man spako, is, ' Ye must be 
l^orn again !' And, though the announcement may pre-« 
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*cm m aspect of as greet niyslery to them as it di 
Nieodemits, neither its truth, nor its authority, cai 
atlt^cied Ly tboir unbelieving woiuler. 'The spirit of I 
adoption, whereby we cry Abba ! Father 1' — ' the 
l»eawt«f God whidi pa»seth all underatanding' — 'the 
love of God ehcd abroad in the heart' by the Holy 
Ghost' — 'joy iinsppokahlc and full of glory,' — are 
Ainong the emphatic expressions that occur in the bB' 
end idiODi, tu indicate the strong consotationd of ihn 
Christian. And, apart from the perceptible 
of the Spirit of God, from recunibenl 
miM on the aacriticinl blood of the RedeemGr, and eon- 
KiMU wllvation in his name, it is apparent that such 
lileanDgB pan neither be enjoyed nor expected, (fhnp- 
liiiHsi is Homcthing experienced, a religion not experi- 
tittiUal can, obviously, claim no alliance with true fe- 
licity.- The hallowed exultation which Mr. Black fell, 
««rtieitnitiediate fruit of his pardon, and adoption into 
Uw Ciunily of Go<l, so powerful that it reflected its own 
radiftM image on every object of hid contemplation, 
rp u V JT' g all nature to glow as in its primal bloom and 
bauty, la in just accordance with the sentiments and 
oaplntiflns of the aainta of God, as exhibited in tlie di- 
vinv records. "There be many that aay. Who will 
•bow us any good ? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 
notnitenaiu'c upon us. Thou hast put gladness into 
nqr heiui. mure than iu the time that their corn ami 
tbtir wine increased." " eend out thy light and thy 
tndi} let ihcm laud me; let them bring me unto thy 
boly hin. anri to thy tabernacles ; then will I go unto 
tlM allnr of God, unto God my exceeding joy." This 
Jitm T(Sinm<^nt breathes the anme spirit of holy and 
fivilM exhilaration; — "Being justified by fnilh, we 
JktM peace witli Uod, ihrouirh our Lord Jcsiu Christ- 
03 
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and rejoice in hope of the glory of God ; and not only 
so, but we glory in tribulations also." " Whom hav- 
ing not seen, ye love, in whom though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory." Unless, then, the Gospel has come 
down to us stripped of its pristine glory, desolated of 
its joy-inspiring energy, — that is, unless it has ceased to 
be ' the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth,' he who does believe with the heart unto 
justification, has the Spirit's testimony of his interest 
in the paternal love of God ; he has — 

" What nothing earthly gives, nor can destroy, — 
The soul's calm sunshine, and tlie heart -felt joy." 

It is not, however, thence to be concluded that he is 
placed on an eminence above the reach of temptation. 
Exemption from the trial of his faith, is not to. be an- 
ticipated by the Christian, on this side the goal of eter- 
nal felicity. His spiritual life, like the pillar that con- 
ducted the march of the Israelites in the desert, has an 
opaque as well as a luminous aspect ; it is a tissue of 
temptation and of triumph. It is natural, indeed, amid 
the incipient joy of reconciliation to God, to think 
otherwise. The future, as well as the present, then re- . 
ceiyes its colouring from the ineffable peace experienc- 
ed withio, and exhibits naught to the mind's eye, but 
a boundless prospect of happiness. Christ appears to 
address the soul in that loveliest of poetry, " Lo, the 
winter is past, the rain is over and gonCy the flowers 
appear on the earth, the time of the singing of birds is 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in the land." 
Who can wonder, if reposing thus under the tree of 
Tife, and regaling himself, for the first time, with its 
ambrosial fruit, the young convert should imagine tha^ 



coniliei nod sorrow are fled away forever, wnl that iho 
current of his spiritunl joy will hold on its expanding 
course, ilU il blend with that river, whose streams 
f Uilden the city of God. Soon, however, be learoa 
iruui end, yet snluiary experience, that the paradise 
into wliieh ho has been introduced, is not inaccessible 
10 iho eerponl.. The emaiicrpation of the sinner, from 
ibe bondage of Satan,, is the signal for his muatcriiig 
his miliinnt legions to tbc battle, nnil making a despe- 
Eate cflurt to regain, if poDsible, hte lost Eupremacy. 
Qm fiercest assaults on the Captain of our salvation, 
Were mode immediately afler the opening heavens 
poured the radiance around Him, and thai illustrious 
kltestatton was borne Co his <lignity and mission, " Thia 
18 my beloved Sen, in whom I am well pleased ; heap 
yt him I" And if he does nut display equal eagerness 
and impetuosity, in assailing thoae who have just been 
fMCUed from his power, it is not becauae his maligniEy 
does not prompt him to do so, but because he is held in 
sbeyancc by ' a stranger than he.' These remarks de- 
rive instructive illustrntion, from the sore temptations 
which Mr. Black sustainal. not many weeks after the ' 
Loit) had spoken peace to his eoul. He was firat 
tempted to question thereality of the work of grace in 
Ua heart. "Your joy," suggested the enemy, "ji 
aoi tfao joy of the Holy Ghost — you do but doceiro 
jMnelf ; it is your oivn passions that are moved; you 
■leiw Christian still." This cloud was soon dispell- 
«d, by R renewed manifestation of the lovo of God, 
vaaUin; him with unsuspecting confidence to cry, 
"My L011I ! and my Gwl \" But perpetual serenity 
did not succeed. A more portentous gloom gathered 
Mnldenly around his npirii ; — he was tempted to doubt 
<|ie exiaiencu of God. And " with such power," ha 
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saysj " was this blasphemous thought injected into my 
mind, that I do not wonder St. Paul exhorts, ' Above 
all, take the shield of faith, wherewith ye may be able 
to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one.' They are 
well called ' fiery darts' ; dartSy because of the sud- 
denness, and swiftness, with which they fly, — and Jiery 
darts, because of their inflammatory nature, setting on 
fire all the remains of corruption. However, I reject- 
ed the tliought with the utmost abhorrence. But ano- 
ther soon followed, — ' You are no Christian, or such a 
thought could never have entered your mind ; you, 
surely, are not born again.' With these suggestions I 
sometimes reasoned to my hurt. I did not always con- 
sider that it is no sin to be tempted, unless we make 
the temptation our o>vn, by giving way to it. I was 
ignorant of Satan's devices. A few days afler, the 
same suggestion struck me, as if it had been lightning 
from heaven. Instantly I cried aloud, ' Lord help me !' 
and it vanished in a moment. I now, in a small de- 
gree, began to learn, that the best way to vanquish the 
enemy, was, not to reason with him, but to fly to God, 
])y j)rayer and faith. Here I always foUnd help. One 
day, beginning to reason about my experience, — whe- 
ther I was indeed a believer : — afler great perplexity^ 
I was sweetly comforted by these lines of Mr. Charles 
Wesley, — 

« My Saviour dotU not yet -appear, 
He hides the brightness of his face, — 
But siiall I therefore lei him go 1 

And basely to the tempter yield ? 
No ! in the strength of Jesus, No ! 

I never will give up uiy shield.' " 

The cruel and unweariable adversary of his soul still 
pursued him. His next temptation was, to doubt his 
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own sineeritj. With ih'ts he endeavoured to grapple 
til llie elreogtfa of reason, tiut found ' iho accuser of (ho 
bfetbren' more than a match for him oa ihat ground, 
ami «raB compelled to betake lilruM'lf to ibe unfailing 
rcAourec of the tempted believer. His statement of 
tin process and ro^ult of this machinalion, is ioteresi- 
ittg Uid mooitaiy : — " AIYer all your profession," said 
tlui BCCUiKr, "you are only a hypocrite; you pray 
mnob, so do hypocrites — you are very exact in all you 
wiyr ■»■' in all you do ; — and, are nnt they, as toucb-- 
iug tbe law. Mnmelciis :" — ' But I linve faith.' ' You 
think so. und do not ibey think the same !' ' But I. 
hft»o power over siii.' ' They likewise pay they havVy 
but dwcive themselves, ax you do.' * I have redemp-. 
lion tliroiigb his blood, the forgiveness of sin,' ' Su 
ynu iHiuclude ; but there is a generation that are pure 
in tfaoir own eyes, and yet are not cleansed from their 
ttAincas.' * But the love of God and joy in the Holy. 
Ofaott luve been Nbed abroad in my heart.' 'Many, 
wka fanvo been deceived, have thought so. Herod 
bamrd Jahn gladly, and did niany thiiigii ; and the ^o- 
ny-ground hearers received the ivnrd with joy.' Thus 
■U my evidences were disputed as fast as I could pru- 
Juca them. I went into a field, and throwing myself 
(IpoB lJii» ground, cried, ' Lord God Almighty 1 thou. 
wba WMtrr^hest the hearts iind triesi tbe reins of the, 
ehitilreti of men ; search and prove me; see if there 
be may wicked way m me. Lord, ihou knowest all 
tilings, thou knowest that I would love iheo with all 
my lieart. If 1 am not in tbe way of life, Lord show 
it IiDin nir.' Whilst I was yet speaking, be answer- 
ad to (be joy nf my soul, so thai I rose and relumed, . 
ptmitingGud. O what a blessing, to have albroneoC 
*nc« «o fhte of accvss. 
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" When I first set out in the ways of religion, I 
thought, if I were but once converted, I should never 
feel the least wandering desire, or aversion to duty. I 
concluded, sin would be all destroyed, and I should 
know war no more. But how mistaken ! lastead of 
knowing war no more, I found I was but just entering 
the field of battle. Oh ! the depths of wickedness I 
saw still in my heart ! Pride — self — unbelief — a hate- 
ful brood, loathsome to behold, and contrary to the na- 
ture and will of that God, whom in my heart, I loved. 
Yet they had not the dominion ; the moment they were 
discovered, my heart rose in indignation against them. 
I hated, I abhorred them, so that they did not destroy 
my peace. I still felt the Spirit of God, bearing witnes* 
with my spirit, that I was a child of God. But a view 
of these things greatly humbled me ; and showed me 
my continual need of the blood of Jesus Christ. It 
sent me many times to Calvary, where in the ears of 
my Lord I cried, — 

* Wiiate'er irnne seema^vise or good. 

Or strong, I here disclaim ; 
I wasli my garments in the blood 

Of the atoning Lamb. ' 

" Never before had I so deep a sense of my vileness, 
or so great love to Jesus. I could sing with the happy 
poet, — 

* Willi me — no melancholy void; 
No moment li^igers unemployed. 

Or unimproved below ; 
Our weariness of life is gone, 
Who live to serve our God alone. 

And only him to know.' 

" Now, my days did, indeed, glide sweetly away. I 
' could eat my bread witli singleness of heart, praising 
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God. God's ordinances were delightful to me. I went 
n\i to his house with gladness ; and entered his courts 
with praise. His people were my dearest companions, 
and, in my view, the excellent of the earth. I was 
glad when they said unto mc, ' Let us go up to the 
house of the Lord.' My Sabbaths became the most 
delightful days in all the year. They were market 
days to my soul ; I fed on man-ow and fat things. I 
m(mnicd when the Sabbath was over , and longed for 
the return of the next. Time, I saw, was exceedingly 
pnjcious, and I desiretl to improve every moment. I 
I'ould not bear that a single moment should pass with- 
niit IxMng filled up for God. Hence, when called to 
dinner, I grudged the time spent in eating, and fre- 
q'jently retired into my closot. I thought I would 
Jjiive time for prayer, if I even took that time from 
niv meals." 

Thus happy himself in the divine favour, and touch- 
ed with the expansive sympathies of the love of Christ, 
ho anlently desired that all might live for Him, who 
dipd for them. The iirst object of his anxious and 
prayerful solicitude* was, that salvation might come to 
his father's house, that the v/hoh* family might obtain 
ri'dfmption. And the wonderful mjinner in which his 
prayers wen* answered, and bis otlorts crowned, in re- 
frnincf to this object, we have already seen in his let- 
iiTto Mr. Wesley. This was matter of inexpressible 
cratitude, and aflbrded him high encouragcm«*nt in his 
«Midenvours to Ik,' useful to other>". He dilates, in his 
{(Minial, with conscious satisfaciion, on the blessed 
rhanst; produceil in his father's family by their con- 
version to God : — And it will not be matter of sur- 
prise* that, as he relates, he once heanl his father, in 
<onveri!ation with an oj^posrr of religion, triumphant- 
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ly appeal to its effects in his o>vn family as a striking 
confirmation of its truth and utility ; and allege, that 
hundreds of pounds would be a small consideration 
compared with the good, of which, even in a temporal 
respect, it had been productive to him. So true is it, 
that '' godliness is profitable unto all things ; having 
the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come." The prolific source, as weD of do^ 
mestic as of personal infelicity, is — a wrong state of 
heart. Before the effect cease, the cause must there- 
fore be removed. Education and refinement, aided by 
a natural amiableness of temper, may indeed do much, 
in the absence of piety to God, to heighten the enjoy- 
ments that flow from ' all the charities of father, son, 
and brother.' These, however, are never so tenderly 
cherished, nor so advantageously exhibited, as when 
hallowed by the love of the Saviour. He bests con- 
sults the interest and happiness of himself and of his 
family in both worlds, who makes them acquainted 
with the holy scriptures, daily leads them to the do- 
mestic altar, and maintains, in the order of his 'house- 
hold, a system of godly discipline. And it is gratify- 
ing to reflect " on what vantage-ground the conscien- 
tious Christian father here stands ! The springs of 
public and social life may be greatly corrupted ; the 
nation in which lie dwells may degenerate into licen- 
tiousness, into idolatry, or into the most daring infi- 
delity. Retiring then to this sacred enclosure, he may 
entrench himself, and there, lifting up a standard for 
God, either wait the approach of better days, or leave 
a few behind him, on whom the best blessings of those 
days will certainly descend. Though the heavenfc 
'be shut up and there be no dew, the little enclosure* 
"which he cultivates, like the fleece of Gideon, wiU 




discover evident marks of the divinu favour. It ac- 
tually seems as though in the wide Bccjie, where the 
vices of the a^e may and cat) reign triumphant, iMs 
w«re Borae eecure and aucrcd retreat, into which xhay 
caiinot, dare not enter."* Admitting the accuraej of 
ttsia view of parental control, it must appear alike ani- 
laacing and atvful, — animating, since it affords ground 
to reckon upon so high a remuuerulion of faithful 
cffiwi — aafttt, because the amount of responsibility 
must be in proportion to the power of doing good. 
The {iruccding remarks are important and encourag- 
ing to pioud jouth who reside in families where reli- 
g^iM has not acquired an ascendant influence. Bj 
ailtiruiiig their profession with a coincident deport- 
luenti tycherisbiug a tender concern fur the salvation 
of tfaeir parents, and the various members of the do- 
mestic cJKte, and expressing thut concern in afibction- 
atfl but unobstrusive endeavours to win them to Christ, 
tbey may be honoured, as the tiubject of our nerrative 
wia, in depositing a leaven of piety in the bosom of 
tbeir fainiUcs that will pervade and assimilate to itself 
*n that nrc in the house. In the success which the 
Lord gninied to Mr. Black's zealous ofibrts to build 
■a ahar to his name in the house of his father, there 
W aflbrded a cheering presage and pledge of the 
■^■ul blessing thai was destined to accompany him in 
llw wider scene of exertion which soon opened befora 
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CHAPTER III. 

MR. black's affecting VIEWS OF THE STATE OF TBB 
UNREGENERATE — HIS LOVE TO SOULS AND FIRST LA- 
BOURS TO BRING SINNERS TO GOD— IS ARRESTED WITH 
SEVERAL OTHERS BY A FARTT OF SOLDIERS WHIL]i 
ENGAGED IN DIVINE WORSHIP — THE WORK OF CK)D 
ADVANCES — ^MR. ALLINE'S FIRST VISIT TO CUMBER- 
LAND HIS CI^ARACTER AND CREED — MR. ALLINE'S 

DOCTRINES OCCASION A SCHISM — MR. BLACK AT THB 
^>GE OF TWENTY-ONE GIVES HIMSELF WHOLLY TO 
^ THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY — EXTRACTS FROM BIS 
JOURNAL. 

Whatever there may have been peculiar in the 
call, and preeminent in the character of the Apostlei 
of our Lord, it is not more certain that they, in na- 
ture, were men of like passions with us, than that we, 
in grace, must be men of like sentiments and feelingg 
with them. Amid a thousand diversities of a secon- 
dary nature, there may always be traced, between those 
who are born of God, what has not inaptly been called 
a. family likeness. The grand test of the genealogy 
of the spirit, is the love of God. " He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God, for God is love." From this 
affection, brotherly kindness and universal benevo- 
lence are inseparable. Such was the spirit that ani- 
mated those whom the Redeemer first invited and ap- 
pointed to labour in his cause. To those who con- 
templated their character under the influence of earth- 



tj Ti«ws and Riaslms they nppGared beside Ihem- 
■fIfcs ; anit id the satne light will ibeir suceesaora in 
«|iiril ever Iw regarded by moa of corrupt miads, who 
have neither grace to aymjinthise with their eiDotions, 
Bgr uiidersIaiKling to eppreeiato their principles. 

Wp have aecii (he divine love which Mr, Black 
hrcathcd, hi ihctirsi rnptures ofBpiritunljoy,fartbwittl 
developing itself in his own family, and then receiving 
Ao iitmtwt gratification tlint successful ejfort could 
tltbrd. But rhe tender and difiusive Bolicitude for the 
Mlvoiinn of souls that now warmed hi* breast was not 
U) be circiiiDscribed by the walls of his dwelling, nor 
Mlislind with the amount ofgnod he wusmtidi^ inslru- 
niMital in achieving there. He thus judged, thai if 
«n>> died for atl then were all dead, and that he died 
ftu* All, that they who live Khauld not henceforth lira 
WHO liiemselves, but unto him who died for tliein anil 
roM KgaiiL Hear himself: — *' I felt a peculiar lova 
foTfouU. [seldom pnssed any man, woman, or child, 
without liAiiig up my heart to God in their behalf, or 
puwd a house without praying for all in it — that God 
would open tbciroyen and give them to see the miseriei 
of lil»Ir natural state, and make them to taste his love. 
Il picvpil nio from d»y to day to see men live io 
i^Doraiil of God and hnpgiine.ss ; and 1 was many timei 
coBMrBiDed to 8peat( to ibem, though I eomeiimos ex- 
farietxwd rough treatment in return." An instance of 
|U> kind occurroil soon afler he had renounced thv 
trafftsoTdnrkDOBs, and felt it bis duty lo reprove them: 
Ho wa« lEiH^iiding an evening at the house nf a fl-iund. 
Ue bad been lliere l>ii[ a short time, when Mr. P. D., 
■Deoniponied by Wt^. V.. a lady of bi|i;b rcapecta- 
Ulity, cntcnol. Mr, D,, with eijunl impiety and dis- 
asu/Mfy, immediately liegaiL to ridicule religion ; and 
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eipreaaed a wish that there were some ysung ladies 
preaent, that they might huve what ho termed, "a 
good dance." Mr. Black took the liherty of anl- 
madTerting upon the practice as a waste of precious 
timei and inaoc«rdant with correct views of CliriBtian 
duty. But his admonitiona were instantly repulsed 
with — " Not at all, Sir ; I can dance this hour, and b» 
aa devout as any man the next." Mrs. U., who it 
would seem was unawareof the change that had token 
place in Mr. Black's principles and practice, thinking 
to involve him in a charge of inconsistency, reminded 
him that ehe hod seen him dance. " True, Madam," 
he replied, "you have ; but I was at that time i^orant 
of Ood, and in the broad way to destruction." Sup- 
per came upon the table, and Mr. Morse asked the- 
divine blessing. During supper Mr, D. talked very 
foolishly ; and then leaping from his seat said aloud, 
"The Lord help us to eat and be fat." Shocked by 
his irreverence Mr. Black rebuked him sharply, and 
warned him of the consequences of persisting' in his 
present course. He flew into a rage and menaced his 
lieaefactor with personal injury, !n vain did Mr. 
Block endeavour to appease him, by assuring him oC 
the benevolence of his intentions, and that he was 
really his friend. " I want no such friende," said he, 
and led the house in a storm of passion. Such a 
ekise of the interview predicted no happy result. But 
the words of tho wise are as goads ; and the effort to 
resist them often has the eHect of causing them to 
pierce the deeper. A considerable time a^er this Mr. 
Mack recognised in his congregation at Tanlramar the 
same ittdividual listening with deep attention to the 
word; and was not more gratified than surprised to 
ohscrve , that during his visit in that part of the c> 
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try, Mr. D. was unfailing in bia attcnilaace on preocb* 
mg. Ho acconipanieiJ Mr. filiM^k ou his rcium to 
Anilicret i disclosed to him the ilocp distress of his 
soul ; and on their stopping at the houee of a mutual 
friend, requested that Mr. BInck would pray with him. 
Wtiilo ihej were engaged iu prayer, his distress be- 
«uno more affgnivated and insupportable ; he vehe- 
neltlJf cried for mercy ; and after rising fhim hiB 
buee, begged Mr. Black to fi>rgivc him the insults bs 
lud oQbred him two years previously. We ttre hkppy 
in being al>le to add, that he not long aAcr proyed the 
bithfalBesa of Him who hath aoid, " Bleased are ibef 
tbtt mourn, for they shall he comforted." 

lifi{wUcd hy the luvc of Christ, and animated bj 
the IH10CC8S itiat wan graciously ttffordcd to his first 
«nd«avoim to do g»od, Mr. Black now seized with 
exgeniess every opportunity of speaking what ha 
loUiW, and testifying what ho had seen of the grace of 
GwL At & Qutirterly Mpoiing held at Mr, True-. 
nuit'if, iu the Biiuuuer nf 17^0, he experienced on abun- 
dajil blcAsiii^ -, and, as a natural consequence, felt a 
more ovcr^ helming sense than ever, of the valae of 
•Dul« for whom Chtht died. "It was a time," be 
a^a, " long to bo remembered by me and hy many. 1 
loqgod vehemently that all should know the precioua- 
ocH of Christ. I lia<l a deep sense of their unhitpp7 
ouulitiuii white Btrangers to the grace of God; nnd 
coidd not rclVain fVuni weeping, and scarcely from 
■praking. I thought 1 could willingly sacrifice my 
lift) upon a gihbot for ibom, if I could only have there- 

I lyeunvincGd them of their folly, and brought them 10 
Imui The aitme evening we met ngaiu at Port 

I Lswrcncc. I then gnvo vent to iho fuluess of mj 

I heut, and bunccchud ull present l)y iho merctea of 
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God aod Ihe worth of iheir souls, not to quench ihtr 
Spirit of God, and doEtroy themselves eternally. Our 
nest meeiinf^ was at Amherst. I could not re&ain 
from beseeching them with tears, to lie reconciled to 
God. Many were deeply affected, particularly ti^ 
father; and many were very happy. In a epecial 
manner, William Morrel, with floods of tears testified 
the Bweetness of Chi'iat. 1 now began to exhort or 
pray at almost every meeting. God was with us, of a 
truth, both to convince and to comfort. Seldom did 
we meet together, but the presence of God was fell 
io the midst of us ! The Lord stood by my weaknesSf 
and his Spirit helped my iniirmitiea. So that though 
my knees at the first have smote one against the other^ 
yet God loosed my tongue, and I wax enabled to spe^ 
with confidence, liberty, and tender affection." 

" The following winter I was invited to Tantnunnr, 
to give B word of exhortation there. I wem. God 
tient the word with power to the hearts of the people ^ 
Ka awakening took place immediately ; many, both 
young and old, began to inquire the way to Zion, and 
many believed in Jesus." His hands were strengthen' 
edmore in the good work in which he felt a growing 
interest, by the zealous co-operation of his liretbrcn in 
Christ — Measi-s. Seurr, Wells, and Fawkender, who 
with him, deeply commiBerated tlio condition of the 
scattered population around them, and endeavoured, 
as they could, to supply their destitution of the meana 
of grace, by dividing their labour on the Lord's day, 
unongthe rising settlements within their reach. They 
accomplished much, at a time when kw of [hose eet- 
tlnmenta were favoured with even the occasional visits 
of regular ministers. Nor was their word permitted 
the ground ; in every place the hand of the 
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Lonl was with ihem, nnci they were cheered by un- 
equivocal evidenceB of the salutary and siivlug effect 
of (heir exertions. In their labour of love, they had to 
encounter but little hostility, save the opprobioua 
epitbels attached to them, by unreaaonable and wiCk- 
ed man. To ttiia general tranquility, there was in- 
deed one excoptioD. One of their meetings was bro- 
ken up by a parly of Soldiers, who made prisoners of 
inore than twenty while they were engaged in wor- 
ahtpping Goil. The Contmandef of the garrison, 
rtrmifo to relate, in consequence of some repreaenta- 
tiona he received fi-oni the Church minister, deemed 
il bU du^ to endeavour the suppression of their meet- 
ing But he soon dimrovered that he was guilty of an 
tUMUthotiaed imcrfercnco with the rights of his Ma- 
jeuy's peaceful subjects, and was glad to dismiss his 
goRtlew prisoners with sof\ words. They, believing 
Uiat their persecutors bad been misled and thai, hav- 
iag diecovered their error, ihey would not be likely to 
rapttkt U, patiently endured the wrong, without eeek- 
iog funhcr redress. This opposition, instead of itn- 
pediag tlio work, tended to accelerate and spread it. 
it adriuieed in various parts of the country, during 
i1m wialer, with groat rapidity and power. 

Imbespringof 17S1, theywerovisitedby the Rev. ' 
Hmut AUine of Falmouth, (N. S.) He is described 
lif Mr. Black as a man of no learning, but diatinguish- 
•d by « lively imagination, and strong mental powers ; 
moImu in the cause of God, and labouring fervently 
U promote it. His preaching was at first attended 
Willi a apecial blessing ; many were awakened, and 
prafiiiised to receive the grace of God. Hia views on 
I mnnjr points were characterised by a species of my»- 

I ilskm, and in their practical tendency, were decided- 
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\y antinomian. These, however, he studiously kept in 
the shade, until he had acquired that influence among 
many, which is usually yielded to spiritual teachers by 
those to whom they have been rendered eminently 
useful. To persons of this class, who had a predilec- 
tion for Calvinian doctrines, Mr. AUine did not hesW 
tate, it seems, to speak slightingly of Mr. Wesley. 
This was matter of painful regret to some, who held 
the founder of Methodism in ajQfectionate veneration 
as their father in the Lord. It; was particularly so to 
Mr. Black, who had derived much instruction and pro- 
fit from his invaluable writings, and was indebted, un- 
der the divine blessing, to members of his Society, for 
his knowledge of salvation. The seeds of division 
were thus sown, and in process of time greatly dimi- 
nished and deteriorated the harvest that would other- 
wise, in all probability, have been produced by the 
good seed of the kingdom. 

Mr. AUine remained with them about seven or eight 
weeks ; and for some time after his departure, the work 
was still progressive. " About two hundred" says Mr. 
Black, " met regularly in the class, and God was emi- 
nently with us. Of these, one hundred and thirty or more 
professed faith in Christ. Shortly after Mr. C, paid us 
a visit at Mr. Alline's request, or rather solemn charge ; 
for, by letter, he charged him in God's name, to go to 
Cumberland immediately. He waited on Mr. Alline 
before he came, who intreated him to keep none of his 
opinions back, and enforced it by informing him that 
he had freely spoken his, Mr. C. took the advice, and a 
flood of antinomianism, mingled with mysticism, was 
soon poured forth. Several of the friends talked with 
him, but to no purpose. Ten of the principal friends 
wrote to him, pointing out the impropriety of his con- 



duct, and infomnDg bim that if he persisted in preftcli- 
iag Buch doctrtnea, they uould not coutinue to hear 
bim. But before Ibo letter reached his hands he had 
left Amherst) and nerer returned. Though he was 
gcme, bis doctrines took root, aud presently caused a. 
diTiBton ; liut this was in some measure mode up 
tgua after a lew weeks." During the winter, ibosa 
who bad been brought into the Church continued to 
nnet in claasee, and appeared alive to the necesBity of 
maiiuaiaing the unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
peace. There was wonting, however, that clear and 
comprehensive knowledge of the Christian system, 
neceseaty to give perpetuity to this desirable stale of 
thtugs, I7 enabling tbein to disoriminate the theories 
of niea from the verities of ffiblical truth. In the 
•prin^ of I7S3, Mr. Atline paid them a second visit. 
&( tbia lime Mr. Black happened to be at Windsor ; 
aiul during his absence, seventy withdrew from the 
We*l«yan Society, and adopting the views of Mr. 
AlliiK, attached Ibomselvosto bim. Mr. AUiue's re- 
ligioiu tenets were a singular combination of helero- 
geaeoOB materials derived from various and opposite 
Mwrees. They were fragments of different systems, — 
■rithotit coherence, and without any nmtual relation or 
ileiiendeuce. With the strong assertion of tnsn'i 
Ihwdom AS a moral agent, ho connected the doctrine 
of lbs final perseverance of the saints. He allegorised 
m luch excess the plainest narratives and announce- 
nmls of Scripture, that the obvious and unsophisti- 
ctttoil Import of the words of ins|iiration was oRea 
entirely lost amidst the reveries of mysticism. He 
held ibe writings of the Reverend William Law in 
k^hcttimaiioQ ; anil associated some of the most ex- 
UTagaiK views of ibai author, with others of a kin- 
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dred nature, which appear to have been peculiar to 
himself. It is but justice to add, that amidst all his 
extravagances of opinion, his eminent and uniform 
piety entitle him to be ranked with those Mystics 
whom Dr. Haweis thus eulogises in his Church His- 
tory : — " Among those called Mystics, I am persuad- 
ed some were found, who loved God out of a pu» 
heart fervently ; and though they were ridiculed and 
reviled for proposing a disinterestedness of love with- 
out other motives, and as professing to feel in the en- 
joyment of the temper itself, an abundant reward, 
their holy and heavenly conversation will cany a 
stamp of religion upon it." 

To resume the thread of our narrative — Mr. Black'f 
engagements in holding meetings in various parts of 
/the country soon became so frequent, that a demand 
I was made upon his intellectual effort, which in the 
; order of his first exhortations he had not anticipated, 
I in order to prevent a sameness from characterising his 
\jaddresses. The recurrence of the same themes to his 
mind, whenever he endeavoured to speak to the peo- 
ple in the name of the Lord, and the difficulty of di- 
versifying his topics, suggested to him the expediency 
' of taking a text. His first trembling attempt in this 
way, was made while on a visit to the people settled 
on the Petitcodiac River, in the Spring of 1781. He 
found them lamentably ignorant of the things of God, 
and, with few exceptions, apparently unsusceptible of 
any serious interest in the subject. But the word was 
not wholly ineffective. Some were pierced with keen 
conviction. * Among these was Christian Steeves, a 
German, who was deeply awakened ; and on Mr. 
Black's next visit experienced, through faith in the 
blood of Christ, the joy of divinely attested pardon^ 



Bnwecn forly tuid fifty 3-eara aAcr that period, tha 
writer or these tcicmoird preaclied in Mr. Sleeves'* 
house, tuid found the good nU mao steadfast in tba 
euveoant of his God, and full of a hope blooming witli 
imniortalily. He alluded with thrilling emotion to 
ibe jwriod when Mr. Black first visited them, bring- 
ing the glad lidinga of great joy, and testified with 
«f ea streaiuJDg with tears of gratitude to God, that 
tin godjiel was like its author and (jai^her, to-day m 
f etterdny, thn siaine. 

Up to the lOth of November, 1T81, Mr. Black con- 
tinued under the palernnl roof, making hiinaclf am 
useful OS he could it) the surrouuding country, consia- 
tontly with his fdial ohligalioNs. From that limo ha 
dedicated himself, with the concurrence of hla pa- 
rents, to ilic work of the Lord unreservedly ; actuated 
Iqr a, conviction that such was his providential sphere 
oTBClJon, and animated with the hallowed ambition of 
■binjtlg furever iu the distinguiEhed glory of those^ 
wbo. turn many to righteoui-iiess. 

la taking thia important step he conferred not willi 
Owb and hlowl. No earthly calculaliona infli:icnce4 
tut docisinn. Nor did he embark in an euterpriee of 
moh magnitude without fur^t Hitting down atid count- 
ing the cost. He surveyed with tremuloua solicitudst 
■nd de«ply felt his iatuliiniency for, an office wboM ■ 
dignity would reflect honour upon an angel, and 
wbOBQ difficulty might well deter an archangel from 
OBMiming it, witliout the call and co-operation of tha 
Divine Spirit. Still urged forward by the impulse* 
^ ndixwing love, and n lieart-^tirring view of tbv 
itaiger nnd worlli of souls, and sustained by the in- 
^l^ritig bojie uf euccuurs from on high commeosurata 
with bin occuneiiics, be could confidently say, — 
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Agaiiul llcavea's liand, or will ; n 
Of boBrt or hopo ; but still bear up 
Right onward. " 




Mr. Black was now of age. And it is interealing 
and delightful to witness the protnptitudQ and zeal 
with whi[^h, immediately upon being thus exempted to 
a certain extent from parental control, he coneecrated 
his service to the Lord, his heavenly father. The 
commencement of iiis regular labors in the Gospel of 
Christ, and the auspicious tokens of divine approba- 
tion by which he was cheered in this, the opening of 
bia career, shall be exhibited by hia own pen. 

" I left home the 10th of November, on a second 
visit to Petitcodiac. Preached the next day at Mr. 
Scurr'a, and ihe day following at Tantramar — both 
precious times to many. On the 13th, I set out for 
Momamcookj and preached in the evening from ReV, 
sx : 15;some were deeply affected. On the 14lh, 
arrived at Hillsborough, where I preached to the 
Germans, and early next morning set off in a log 
canoe for French Village. After a very dangerous 
passage, arrived safe, about twelve o'clock, and 
preached twice, but foil little life either time, par- 
ticularly the last. 

"Friday, 16ih. — I preached in the morning at the 
Village, It was a comfortable time. I left them in 
tears, and set forward for the head of the river, where 
I preached twice. God sent the word with softening 
power to the hearts of the people. 

"Saturday, 17th. — I had a happy morning, — felt the 
Lord precious, — walked to the Village and preached 
with unusual freedom. At one I took my leave of 
ibcm (torn 9 Cor. xiii : II, expecting to go doivn the 
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rivor wiih the tiiie. The Lord accompanied the word 
frilh grcitt power • wGcjiing 'waa upon every hand ; 
they imponunately entreated me to turry longer with 
theni ; I consented ; for I knew not how, under auch 
cintuinslances, (o leave tbem. Oh I what a day was 
t\uM W me ; my soul was indeed happy. Glory be to 
thy mine, O Lord, forever ! 

"Sunday, 18th.— Preached tram 1 John ii : 13. Ma- 
ny were deeply afieeled. One sturdy servant of ihe 
devil roar«d aloud for mercy. Soon afVer the meeting 
Iwgin, the word fastened on hi.s conscience, and, lesl 
be ■bnabl be heard to cry aloud, he \eCt the house ; but 
returning a^ain, the word pierced him as before. He 
aU«m]>tcd to knve ilic house a second time, bnt he 
could no longer restrain his feelings. After preaching 
■glijii in ihe aftumuiin, I set oli* for llie tower eettle- 
QWlMs in a ainall canoe, leaving ninny in tears. About 
dMtlciro reached HillsboruuKh. God gave tnu to speak 
telitif^y to (ho peopln ; the word was with power. 
I jridhled la Iheir entreaties not to go with the next 
1 hod priipoacil. 
MutMlay, iUih. — I discoursed fVom Matt, xviii : 
ft~-l& tiod was with us ; it was a moving time ; 
ly were in great dislross, hb appeared from their 
breasU, sad weeping eyes. It was u diiljght- 
(U taonuDg to lue; I eujnycd a divine sense of the 
of Jeouv, and felt an uomcst desire fur (he welfare 
of ihoee poor souls. Our urnioe having gone adriA in 
dw ntglit. I was under the necessity of rem uiiiin|r with 
Umid auntlu-r iky. I perceived the word hail taken 
dMip mot in many of their minds, affording ground to 
k«pa for much fruit. 

'* Tue»liy, iOtb. — Commended ihem lo the grace of 
UmI and departed, ['reached at McMtramcnok id tha 
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evening. Many here, also, were much affected, and 
wept most of the time. The Lord seal instruction on 
their hearts. A little after sunrise next morning, I 
addressed them, and then set off for Tantramar, where 
I preached in the evening with very great liberty. Je- 
sus was in the midst of us, both to wound and to codoh 
fbrt. Many were remarkably happy, and longed ta 
put off the garment of mortality. One little girl, about 
seven or eight years of age, got up on a form, and told^ 
in a wonderful manner, what Jesus had done for her 
soul. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings he 
can, and does perfect praise. It is now eight days 
since I left this place, in which 1 have preached eif^ 
teen times, and, excepting two meetings, I know not 
a single occasion on which it was not evident that 
many, who heard the word, were melted into teara, if 
they did not cry aloud for mercy. On the 23d, I catt- 
ed upon my youthful brethren, to Remember their 
Creator in the days o€ their youth, &c., and in the 
evening preached with liberty from Micah vi : 8. 

" Saturday, 24th. — Preached twice j the latter meet- 
ing was a wonderful season. Many poor sinners were 
deeply convinced ; some said their hearts were almost 
broken under a sense of their want of Christ. Oth^s, 
who came with heavy hearts, returned home greatly 
rejoicing. 

" Sunday, 2&th. — Preached in the evening with 
much liberty ; and many were refreshed. Part of this 
day I was in a lively frame, but experienced muoh 
duhiess the remainder of it. O Lord, revive my soul, 
and quicken me, a poor unworthy creature ; unworthy 
to eat of the crumbs that fall from my Master's tal^ f 

" Monday, 26th.— I rode to Mr. Scurr's, where I 
spent the followmg day. Alas I I felt very little sense 
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of God'* Rpccia) presence ; in the Rveaiiig 1 preached, 
hut wiih litilo comfort. Lord quicken my drowijr 
poiren t 

•• Wtdneadiy, SSth.— By God'a blessing I arriTed 
M homo In safely. This was a profitsble journey to 
me. I now oontinoed my labours, risiting the frienda 
u AitiberBi, Fort Lawrence, Prospect, and Tantruinar, 
fi>r about five weeks ; nod sorely grieved I was, to sec 
ihfl enetny likely to obtain b great advantage by anti- 
Bombn doctrine, which made many oppose that pre- 
doiu word of God which was once as the food of 
thetr souls ; and inveigh against their brethren, be- 
cause they warned them of their danger. Under pre- 
tence of avoiding legality, the commandments of God, 
than fine gold more precioua, were dressed up a* 
Mtsrecrows ; and to enforce them on the conscience 
was looked upon as a mark of our ignorance, if nut 
«f our being total strangers to the Gospel of Jesus. 
Thii* was peculiarly afflictive to me. Even some of 

I my Bwn children rose up against rae. Hence, when 
Mr. AUlne came in the Spring following, they totally 
Wparated from us. The work now seemed to be nt 
K Mand. The strength of their zeal was turned npon 
imtniaining their peculiar opinions. Striving thus, 
itmni for victory than for troth , the spirit of seriousness 
gndnslly declined ; and for a considerable time few 
I were cither convinced or converted. Icnieoo might 
I tKrw bare been written upon our walls, fur the glory of 
W Iww had departed from us, as a body." 
" Tho machinations of Satan were thus to a melan- 

'bnly extent successful, in impeding the progress, and 
■hadbtg the lustre uf the Gospel, among a people who, 
L bad they not, unhappily for their epiritual progress, 
& hen luniiid aaidc to what the Apostle emphstically 




calls (iHaraiiioyia) vain jangling, — trifling and profit- 
leaa epeculalion», might have exhibited a delightful 
specimen of ChristitLn harmoay, and muluul edlfiea- 
a their most holy fuilh. We cannot wonder at 
the gloom that pervades Mr. Bliick's 
those occurrences ; tiut must rather xyriipathise in the 
sorrowing emotions by wliich it was dicialcd. li is 
indeed o. trial of no oi'dinary magnitude to a minister 
of Christ, to see those whom he has been the instru- 
ment of bringing to God, and for whoso souls be has 
watched as one who must give account, severed trom 
him by the adoption of new views, which evince their 
unhallowed operation in alienated alfectioo, and in 
the indulgence of a disputatious and imcharitable spi- 
rit. There iq nothing, however, in the present case, 
of a nature peculiar or unprecedented. The introduc- 
tion of the seeds of discord among the disciples of 
Christ is an old ariilice of the Evil One ; and its dis- 
astrous success is recorded on almost every page of 
Ltfae history of the Church. Multitudes, who would 
instinetively recoil from the first suggestion of gross 
and palpable traosgredsion, are not proof against the 
■eductivc speculations of error, which often, though bjt 
a path more circuitousj yet not less fatal, draw the 
Ruul away from the love of the irdth, which alonti 
maketh free. It is well observed by Baxter, that 
' Satan hath religious diversions for those who arc 
above sensuality.' Aware too, that from dissonance of 
wntimeDi among brethren, more especially when their 
autagotiisi principles arc often brought into collision, 
the transition to mutual uucharitubleness and crimina- 
tion, is natural and almost inevitable, whore he cannol 
destroy unanimity of affection amongst them direetty, 
ho will endeavour to accomplish his niulignani pur- 
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pose indireclty, by generating a diversity of views ii 
intereBtH. la unnumbered instances has he in this way 
arrested the work of God, and changed ibe chureb 
from a mansion of love into an arena of fierce and acri- 
monious debate ; the vitality of religion has in con- 
sequence pined, if not Utterly [lerished, amid the con- 
flict of opinion ; ondintidek, gladof the opportunity in 
impugn religion itself, because of the inconaislency of 
its votaries, havo exclaimed with malicious triumph, — 



In liiacfiilg BtindB cud iQcb fierce leal exlil ! 

When shall this reproach be rolled awuy from iLe' 
door of the Christian Church ^ If not until oil who 
experience the grace, and practiealty recognise the 
authority of the Redeemer, perfectly accord in their 
views on nil points of religious inquiry, — the plurality 
of causes that are constantly operating to preclude such 
a general agreement, must awaken apprehensloas that 
the turbid stream of contention must mingle intermina- 
bly with the waters of the sanctuary. But this surely 
is not necessary. Amidst all the diversities of senti- 
ment that exist among those who coincide in main- 
taining the fundamental truths of the Gospel, there is 
ground of sufficient breadth, and pre-eminently holy, 
Btin left on which they may stand, and keep — what is 
of infinitely greater moment than a mere accordance 
of speculative opinion — ' the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.' 

For the information of the reader, who may wish to 
know to what extent the principles inculcated by Jdr. 
Alline were diiRised in the Provinces, and what be- 
came of bis followers, it may be proper to add a few 
paniculiiTj. His labours, and those of his coadjutors, 
F2 
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produced at that period a very strong sensation ; an^ 
resulted in the formation of churches in various partsT 
of the country zealously attached to his peculiar views, 
who, from their pretensions to superior illumination in 
the things of God, were designated New Lights, Mr. 
AUine's career was short ; and afler his death those 
churches, of which he had been the founder, soon de- 
clined. Many who had been members of them subse- 
quently united with the Baptists ; others neither asso- 
ciated with any department of the Church, nor main- 
tained the institutions of religion among themselves, 
but sank into a state of spiritual lethargy. Very few 
of them now exist as a distinct people. There is still, 
however, one church of this persuasion at Falmouth, 
near Windsor ; in which there are members whose 
deep, uniform, and unsuspected piety, are truly orna- 
mental to their Christian profession. 



CHAPTER IV. 
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TaK opcrationa of Providence io the history of in- 
dirtdukts, os well as of nulions, are replete with in- 
■inicIioD. They form a pruclical rcTelalion of the 
Deity. Tbe student of this volume, from hia inca|m- 
ei(y corrvclly to appreciate, at all times, the raotivei 
ofboman conduct, or to predict the results of the ili' 
vino procedure from its partial developments, is in- 
6eei adnionisbeil to be extremely careful in the invcs-' 
ligaliom of fucta, and equally cautious in dedudngc(»i- 
cJiuUoas from tbcm. But it Honiclintcs huppens thai 
Uio purposes of divine providence are so tuminoui, 
llut, like tbc sun, tbey are seen bj- their own ligbl ; 
•nd ibis m, perhaps, moat frequently the eoae, when . 
tbcjr concur, or rather coalesce, wiib tbe influence of 
grace in the production of efiecta that have bd imi 
■ttniu bearing upon character and eternity. 



From the close affinity thai suhaiata between the 
doctrino of a special providence and that of divine 
grace, the opponents of the latter have ever been 
iBstinguiEhed by hostility to the former. The specula- 
tive theist, it is ti-ue, boa no objection that the Deity 

' occupy himself in regulating the tnachiuery of the ma- 
terial universe, provided he do not concern himself 
i»ith the world ofmind. He may sit throned in em- 
pyreal light, and bend an eye radiant with complacen- 
cy on the unnumbered suns and systems that roll be- 

I neath his feet; illuBtrating, by the harmony of their 

I movements, the consummate wisdom of the general 
laws and arrangements by which they are controlled ; 
but ho must leave the heart of man unvisited and the 

' iranecience of man undisturbed. — And for this " pom- 
pous inanity," forsootlr, wo must give up the Scripture 
doctrine of Providence; "of which (in the words of the 
pions Hooker concerning Law) there can be no less 
acknowledged, than that her scat is the bosom of God, 
her voice the harmony of the world ; all tilings in hea- 
ven and earth do her homage, the very least as feeling 
her care, and the greatest as not exempted Oom her 
power ; both angels and men, and creatures of what 
condition soever, though each in diflerenl sort and 
manner, yet all with uniform consent, admiring her as 
the mother of their peace and joy," 

The agency of divine providence, in connection with 
Mr. Black's call to the ministry, and the wide and in- 
teresting scene of its exercise, becomes progressively 
conspicuous, as we follow him in his ardent race of 
usefulness. The population of Nova Scotia amounted 
probably to about twelve thousand souls when he be- 
gan to preach. In many parts the people were wholly 
destitute of the means of grace ; and in others their 
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■alutntj influence tvae neuiralized by the uoevoageli- 
col ehoracter of those who cotiducicd thctn ; while, oa 
we have already seen, Mr, AIUdb nud his coadjutors 
blended princi|ile9 of a most perniciouis tendency with 
the iacuIuatiuD of living godliuess, Al such a period, 
and under gm-h circunistancos, the energiea of Mr. 
Black's enli^'litened zeal were moat opportunely put 
furth ; and so unsparing was his activity, that in a, 
few years, the benelicial induence of his Labours was 
more or leas felt throughout almost the entire extent 
oTthe Province. 

January 9ih, 1783, he writes thua : " I set off id 
company with another to visit our friends on the Pe- 
liicodiBC river. We arrived at Memraincook that 
night. Hero 1 left a young ^'oni 
two days after which God sot her 
the lOth I preached, and we had : 
We then set out for the French settlement on tho 
north side of the river, and tarried that night at a. 
Frmch hmiep, where we had a Utile straw for our 
bed, Mid about two yards of wrapper to cover u.h, ons 
of the coldest night« during the winter. The next day 
we proceeded on oiir journey, walking about nineteen 
inilda on stiow^hoes, and were of course much fa- 
ligunl. I preached from Sain, i : IQ, but experienced 
no liberty. 

" Siindny, 1 3lh. — I preached at the village. Mony 
won deeply affected, and declared, with tears, that 
ibojr mnighi the Lamb of God, which takclh away 
ibn fin of the world. Atler preaching, I walked to 
iIhi bead of the river, a distance of uboiit nine miles. 

" Monday, t4th. — 1 preucbcd twice, and on tlu! ful- 
lawing day retumnd to thn village. On vlaiting Mr. 
Dtfppcr, I found him rejoicing in God. He informi-d 
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ine that be found ileliverance on the preceding daj 
soon after we had left. While I was jireBching ft'om 
' What think ye of Christ !' it was a time of power. 
The dry bones shook and trembled. In the evening, 
while engaged in prayer with John Mittin, Gad gare 
him the spirit of adoption. He could do Httle else the 
ivholo night but praise the Lord, being too happj to 

"Wednesday, 16ih. — IwcnconauoW'ShoeBtoRicaT'i 
Point, and preached in the evening, but the people 
appeared quite unmoved. The foUo wing day I walk- 
ed to Hillsiiorough, where I was received with joy. 
In the evening 1 addressed them from Rev. xx : IS. 
Ood owned his word ! Many ivere in sore distress, 
and one found comfort. 

" Monday, 2l9t. — After walking about twenty miles 
on snow-shoes, preached in the evening on the case of 
the woman who had an issue of blood. Many Were 
deeply affected. One, in particular, cried out, 'Oh ! 
Mr. Black, what sball 1 do to be saved ? My heart 
i» ready to brenk.' I pointed him to Jesus, Two men 
told me that God had set their souls at liberty. One 
of them, I fear, took up with something short of Jesus 
Christ. But the Lord trieth the hearts. 

"Tuesday, 23d — I diBcoursed from Ps. xcvi : 18. 
God spake, aud the people trembled ! Little did I 
expect to see such a work among this people. They 
hung around me, eager to catch every word. Some 
leaned on my shoulders, and with tears said, ■ Oh ! 
that my eyes were opened — Oh ! that I could receive 
my sight,' — with many such cspressiona. 

" Wednesday, 23d. — After preaching at the village, 
1 left the people in leors, and set forth for home. We 
spent the night at Mr. A. Triie's, where I jireached 



1.^1 



■ocaintnotlnti 
Ihe prcv: 

wluUover. The colU ' 
privUivQ the; endured 
•elves Bliumlantly reti 
iTcale<l in iheir souls ii 



KKI, WtLLIAM SLACK. 

from Matt, xxiii : 4ti. One young man trembled ex< 
cccdinglj-, and exclaimed, ' OIi ! my heiirc U ready to 
br«ikk. Lord, if thou dost not save I am undone, &c.' 
About bod-tiine, I heoril liiui praying and crying in 
ibe biltemeaii of his soul, in the baru. The next 
inoniioft we coiatiHiuiled cheiii to the grace uf God, 
ami left fur Mctnraincook." Mr. Block sod his aeso- 
eisto slopped the night nt a French house, where their 
\'en less comfortable than on 
being without any covering 
'83 very intense j but for any 
in this account, tbey felt theui- 
mpensed by the mighty joy 
the review of what God had 
wrought, Manilestations of the divine love, mora 
iban unually bright and blessed, were vouchsafed t» 
Hr. Black at this period ; and while they afforded 
him rel>«8hiii;T assurances that himself and his labours 
wen) ouceptable to God, they operated as motives to 
iiiiq>a.fitig dedication to his service and glory. ■' O 
God !" he exclaims from the fulness ofa confiding and 
•nltani bean, '* O God ! thou art ui God, forever 
Md ever I" 

A declaration of confidence in God so unequivocal 
Mid joyoua, we naturally regard as a most auspicious 
oowo. In our nnn ease, and in that of others, we are 
ftpt tiicctaeider overwhelming viiilalions of redeeming 
powor as harbingers of a long and unshaded day of 
^iritu^ enjoyment. Not tin frequently, however, 
firiMii whatever cause, clouds suddenly arise to abscure 
tlM Sun of Rifhleousness ; fears (hat were supiMsed 
ta havu fled furuver, reiunt ; mid fresh trials of faith 
uid patience await us. Restraining prayer licfore 
Cod, -^uniting to guard by watchfulness what we 
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have already attained, — ^illuminated by the Holy Spt-* 
fit to discover more clearly the lingering corruption of 
our hearts, or made painfully sensible of it by the force 
and incipient success of some unexpected temptation^ 
the garments of praise are exchanged for the spirit of 
heaviness, and the song of triumph for the language 
of despondency. The greater part of the last week of 
January was occupied by Mr. Black in mourning over 
the pride and barrenness of his own heartt His at- 
tempts to warn sinners, and to set forth the riches of 
redeeming grace to a perishing world, were not attend- 
ed with the usual degree of celestial unction. He 
complains of his apathy, and in self despair renews 
his application to the merciful Redeemer. Reproach- 
ing himself With frequent wanderings from God, he 
adds, " O my God ! I hate this self^ but I will not 
give up my claim to thee.^' 

February commenced under more cheering au-» 
spices. On the first of the month he preached at his 
friend Mr. Donkin's, and the power of the Lord was 
eminently manifested. Amid the devout ecstacy of 
his soul, recent trials and discouragements, if not for- 
gotten, served but to heighten his joy in God. With 
this joy there were connected fervent aspirations after 
full redemption, the discriminative test of the celestial 
origin of the bliss he experienced. 

February 9th, he preached at Mr. Oxley's, from 
John ix : 4, and declares, " I know not that I ever felt 
a stronger desire after holiness in all my life." The 
remaining time till the 17th March, he occupied visit- 
ing the different places in and about Cumberland and 
Nappan, where societies had been formed, or preaching 
introduced, testifying to all, that gospel, which, in a 
cheering number of instances, had exhibited its saving 
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eoorgy amoDg the inhabitants. Having completed his 
paatoral lour in this section of the country, he again 
Impaired to Pctitcodiac. Here he had the happiness 
to find the work progressive. Several were rejoicing 
in God. Some who on hie previous visit were awa- 
kened, he round walking in the light of life. Thence 
he went to Shcpody, and derived increased satisfatMion 
from Iho zeal and love he there witnessed in those 
who hnd attached thcinselvcs to the society. " Many," 
bp Bays, " were stirred u|i, and appeared fully deter- 
minod to seek God as their only portion," On tlie 3d 
ti April he returned' to Memrumcuok. In reaching 
this destination be hud a very perilous jKissage. The 
hope of safety was for some time extremely faint. 
In this extremity all wilhin was calm. The peace of 
God, which passoth all understanding, k^it his heart 
and mind by Christ Jesus. He felt himself in the 
haiHlsofbia heavenly Father, and had no solicitude 
fhr ihn event. "Had my divine master," says he, 
" dinugbt meet to cull me away, I felt quite reconciled 
In ■ wotery grave ; I knew I hail a house in heaven." 
Hceuntinucs — " I returned on the 4th to Tantramar, 
leftving Bomo in great distress. On Sunday I preached 
ftt Ae school-house. It was a time long to be remem- 
bered hy many." On the 9th he reached Cumberland, 
and wnn iutruduced to Miss Gay, who hod manifested 
dtep concern for the salvation of her soul. This es- 
IlinaUe female, subsequently Mr. Black's wife, whoso 
pnise ia in all the churches with which he was naso- 
eiUed, encountered much opposition when she first 
eanieftly eugagi^il in the service of God, IVom a quar- 
lor ifant reruli'reU it peculiarly painful. A few days 
after thin interview, on the I3lh of the same month, 
while Mr. Black waa prcachiujj from Exodus Jixxti ; 3G< 
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Miss Gay experienced redemption in the blood of 
Christ, and, with a decision that never vaccilated, took 
her position on the Lord's side. 

The intermediate time between this and the 21st of 
May was appropriated by Mr. Black to the renewed 
visitation of all the societies he had been instrumental 
in forming, and edifying in their most holy faith, 
throughout Cumberland. The steady progression of 
the work of God, or its stability even, far any length 
of time, was scarcely to be anticipated under circum- 
stances, in many respects so inauspicious. Of those 
who were capable of leading the people in the absence 
of Mr. Black, the number was small ; and there w«is 
a still greater paucity of persons qualified to conduct 
the public worship of God among them. From so 
inadequate and irregular a supply of the means of 
grace, it was in the natural tendency of thuigs, that 
not only cases of individual unfaithfulness, but in some 
instances, the decay of religious feeling among whole 
classes, should take place. The characteristic order 
of Mr. Black's zeal — ^the deep and absorbing interest 
he felt in the final salvation of those whom he had been 
the means of turning to righteousness, rendered him 
susceptible of proportional distress, when they disap- 
pointed his benignant anticipations. Imbued with the 
expansive charity of Paul, who enjoyed all that in his 
generous estimation was worthy of the name of life, 
when his spiritual children stood fast in the Lord, 
nothing gave him greater pain than to see those whom 
he regarded with, similar sentiments, becoming weary 
in well doing, and forfeiting their claim to a crown of 
righteousness. From such causes of depression he 
did not enjoy a complete exemption on occasion of his 
presetit visits. With paternal sorrow he had to la- 
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nent the ioslabilicy of eoine of wlmm he had hoped 
better thio^. But over many others, he had cause to 
n^oice, since Ikey were his wilnesses, that he had not 
run in VBtQ, neither laboured in vain. To the various 
Mpects presented by the work of God among thi» pcu- 
plo, may be attributed, in a good degree, the coiTe»- 
liondeiit alternations of fi ~ 



e fuiil Mr. Black espreai- 



personal cujoymeni, which 
iog in conDcctioti with this 

The word of tile Lord was precious in those days. 
SoBttereil nver a wide extent of country, and far re- 
mo*«il from the sanctuaries where their fathers wor- 
nhlppotl, the population, in many parts, seldom heard 
a sermon. This privation was deeply felt by a few, 
who in the father land had been nourished in the ver- 
dant pastures of salvation, hut were now as sheep 
witliout cither shepherd orsustenance. Such spiritual 
destitution made an irresistible appeal to Mr. Black's 
hsBrt. Disproportioned to his utmost energies as was 
■he magnitude of ibe field, to the cultivation of which 
he bad already devoted bitnself, his benevolent wiehea 
tuok a wider isweep, and hia compassiona yearned 
over the regiont beyond. The rising village of Wind- 
mr Bttracted his special attention. Actuated by a 
eoovktiot) that it was his duty to carry thither tha 
nwBMge of redeeming mercy, he look the resolution to 
HO in the strength of tlie Lord. On leaving Cumber- 
Itnd for this purpose, his mind was deeply dejected, 
ftam an apprehension that, aa the consolations of God 
were diftn small with himself, he could not reasonably 
antifjpato efficiency in his endeavours to promote the 
IwppiiicM of others. These feelings became no poig- 
dBnt on the way as almost to deter him front proceed- 
■Bf. Tbcte are hia own ftorda : " 0, in what a lake- 



warm, LaodicetiD frame have I Iwon since I lefl Cum- 
tierland I I am ready to question my call to visit 
Windhor. Lord ! surely thou wilt not send me to 
quicken others, and permit me to remain thus lifeless 
mystlf." The packet in which he intended lo crow 
the basin of Minas direct to Windsor, bad sailed be- 
fore he reached Partridge Island ; but an opportunity 
of proceeding hy the way of Cornwallis soon present- 
ed itself, which he was giad to embrace. From the 
circumstances and the ecqucl, it would seem that this 
circuhouB course waa marked nut for him by the fiu- 
fer of Divine Proyidence. At CornwoUia he was 
cordially received and hospitably entertained by Gi- 
deon Sherman, Esquire, a gentleman who appears lo 
have been distinguished by a love of good men, unre- 
stricted by the shackles of bigoEry. The Baptists, to 
whoso zeal and exertions in the cause of the RedeeciKr, 
and recently in the cause of education also, the pro- 
TJnco of Nova Scotia is largely indebted, had previous- 
ly established a church in this phice. They hailed 
with pleasurR the eppearitnco nmong them of this un- 
expected visitant, and invited him to occupy their 
place of worship on the Lord's day, the 26th May. 
He preached to them in the morning and afternoon. 
God was graciously present on both occasions ; but it 
might be said with emphasis. The voice of the Lord 
was heard in the cool of the day. Mr. Black, ad- 
iJressinga eongregntion, many of whom differed widely 
from himself in doctrines of secondary consideration, 
judiciously selected a theme which is, to all real Chris- 
tiana, the radiant centre of unity and attraction — the 
Cross of Christ. His text was, ' / determine nol lo 
know any Ihiag amongyou, savt Jeaw Chriat and him 
erutified.' When he had closed hia sermon, ooo 
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loaii, ovenvbelmiDgly impressed with ihe glorious 
iniths to which he had lisiened, and the unction thai 
snended Ibem, rose and declared that he could set to 
his seal that the doctrine they hud heard was the very 
truth, as it IB in Jesus ; and though unworthy to mcn- 
lioti s SaTiour'd name, or address theoi, he kneur il 
wss the truth, l>y blessed esperience. The iropreasion 
Uiiis produced by the divine blessing, he followed up 
by expaiialing, in the evening, on the inconceivable 
liive of God to a perishing world. John iii : 16. A 
Mjtirit iif tt^udumo^ pervaded the oHsembly ; the peiii- 
tont aod the pioud mingled their tears of sorrow and 
■tfjoy. 

While succeaa so animating was afibrded to his ef- 
fiirts 1 while furnishing with aimti, and leading to glo- 
rioiu WOT, the sacramental host of God'^ elect, his 
inUnul conflicts were severe, and admonished him of 
lite oecesailj of being always clothed himself, in panii- 
ply divine. Uumillatcdby a sense of his unworthi- 
noM, and a vivid perception of his (runt of full coa- 
fiirmity W the will and imaffo of his Saviour, so far 
WB« hft from being unduly elated by hia prosperity in 
itic work of the oiitiistry, that he was at times tempt- 
M la ohnnilon it altogether, feeling himself totally un- 
til tu sustain tht? re^poii^iliililies, and discharge the 
ftiBCtioDti, of an office so holy and momentous. But 
eooaciaiee iicuuld not permit him to draw Ivtck. ' Paint 
fH paraillng,' ho continued to show and to teach pub- 
liely, and from house to house ; testifying to all, re- 
pnotaHCc Inwards Goil, and fuith in our Lord Jesua 
CbriM. 

Weilneuduy, 2!Hli, he ivriles thus : " Visited n sick 
ehe had agrcul sluclc ufgood deeds to 
upoB^ndcnvonred to convince her of the ob- 



ceesity of tbe new liirth, and of juatiScation by faittr ; 
— but in vaiu. She gave me to uDderatanil I wuh not 
her raioister ; and, iherefore, she desired none of my 
advice. I proposed to pray with her, but bIic refused ; 
I entreated her to consider her state, aod lefX her. O 
Lord pity her benighled soul 1 

" Thursday, SOth.— Rode to Horlon, and in the even- 
ing preached from a favourite test : — ' Unto you, 
therefore, which beUeve, he is precious.' God ena- 
bled mo to epeak with freedom, fervency, and power. 
The word was sharp as a sword to wound, and pow- 
erful also to comfort. The shout of a king was heard 
in our camp. Many cried for mercy, while others 
shouted Hosaniias to the Son of David. Blessed 
Lord, ride on, and spread the victoiy of thy cross ! 

" June, let. — Returned to Coruwallis, and gsve an 
exhortation in the school houiic. Afier the jmblie 
meeting, one spoke sweetly and affectionately of what 
the Lord had done for her soul, t fell something of 
my Saviour'8 love ; but O my LordjJi((ray heart! 

" Sunday, 2d. — While I was preaching in the even- 
ing at the house of G. Sherman, Esq., and enforcing 
the important question — ' What think yn of Christ ?' 
some felt tlie arrows of conviction iis they had never 
felt them before, and wept aloud, most of the time. 

"Monday, 3d. — Rode to Horlon, and preached in 
the Baptist meeting house, on the Spouse coming up 
from the wildemesa, leaning on her Beloved. Many 
were enabled to rejoice, while others mourned under a 
■ease of their miseries. WentloMr. Johneon's, After 
supper I gave out a hymn, and engaged in prayer. 
Mrs. Johnson was so overpowered with the love of 
God that Bho could scarcely Btand under il. She broke 
forth in raptures of praise, and declared, in language 
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I liuie expected from licr, the wonderrul goodni 
God. She exhorlcd, witb viiriety of expression, all 
present, to make tlieir calling and election sure ; and 
(hen, with inexpressible trtuieport, cried out — ' Ob ! 
that I had wings like a dove, for then would I Sy 
atvay and be at rest,' Several present were deeply 
affected, and continued for two or three hours prais- 
ing God, and imploring mercy. 

" Tuesday, 4th.— Preached ai Fulmoulti, from tha 
tvotdd — ■ Whose fan it in his hand, and he will 
thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
Uk pimer ; but he will burn up the chaff with un- 
quunclmble fire." Many fell the power of ihe word. 
Scvorul of Mr, Alline'e friends were present. They re- 
joiced greutly, declaring, it was the very Gospel which 
tbey had heard — the power of God unto ealvaiion. 
' Now,* tbey testified, ' let them (true christians) come 
from jtane ever eo distant, the truth is the same. My 
•Old lieatB witness, if you reject ibis gospel, you will 
be dunned,' &c. During iny first visits, both here 
uul elsewhere, ihey freijucntly spoke to this effect, 
Imt «fterwnrds, when Mr. Alline returned from Cum- 
Iwriand, and they found that I had opposed hia (pecu- 
Umr) doctrines, as well as hie design to aet aside tlie 
MHhodiiii diseiiiline there, their course was changed. 
On tny second coming, I was no mmiiter if Christ ! 
—•mm nfter, no ckrUlianU and a little atler that, 
« minMlrr of Jinliehritt !!! Yet I continued to act, 
bre, and preach in preciEuly the Hame manner. Lord, 
what is man I And yet, many of these are, I really 
bctieve, alive to God." — Such inconsistencies eirika * 
0* with Biirprise, but they should produce in our 
IBtDiis, as they did in Mr. Black's, not indignation, ' 
but regret. Tbey are the natural results of (be alii- 
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Bnco of ignarance, fuDaticism, and an implicit buI>- 
tnissioD to human authority, with a deep coacero for 
■he soul. By such admixtures, religion has often euf- 
iarcd degrodalion, its celestial features have been 
darkened and diatorted, and its power to invigorate 
the intellect and enlarge the heart, completely neu- 
tralised. Ill minds of a superior order, the sublime 
faith of Chriiit has ofleu been unhappily and un- 
fairly confounded with the palpable imperfections in 
aentiment and spirit, of Boine of its weak and erring 
Totafies — and the intellectual and mora! grandeur of 
the Christian syatem, has in consequence been denied 
that homage from men which it receives from ajigels. 
The thought is appalling, because it involves the loss 
of nn imtnortal nature. Did those git\ed spirits, with 
a sincere desire to know the truth, occupy in its in- 
vestigation a tithe of the time they devote to works of 
science or the productions of taste, matters of infiaite- 
ly inferior, because of transient. Interest ; they would 
be at no loss to discriminate between the reveries of 
mistaken men, and tbe revelations of the only wisa 
God. The dissipation from their minds of the wintry 
clouds of scepticism, would be merely among the pre- 
liminary benefits which they would derive from a. 
course so truly rational ; the radiance of truth would, 
by the divine blessing, beam into their hearts, and 
guide them into the way of peace, which they have 
lot known. Then, loo, they would probably imitate, 
Ls well as admire, the noble catholicity of spirit which 
f Mr. Black displays, tn conceding the claim of sin- 
f cerity and genuine dlscipleship to those, whoKe con- 
L 4uct towards him, was certainly hy no means oma- 
niental to their Christian profession. 

Ou Wednesday, 5th, Mr. Black reached Wind- 
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(or, anil clUcourecd. at tbe house of Mr. Scott, to nn 
allenlivc audience, from 1 Tim. vi : 12, ' Fight the 
good fi^ht of fnitfa.' He remarks : " I had great liber- 
ty. Tbc Lord CDablciI mo to sjienk in a feeling and 
fervent manner. Many were in teaw ; but there wae 
not such a shaking among the dry bones as the night 
before. 

" Thursday, 6th. — Visited Newport, and preacheil 
in the evening. Some, I believe, were profited ; but to 
nyscir il tv'iis u dry time. O my Lord, do thou quick- 
en me, as thou art wont to do! 

" Friday, 7th. — ' Returned to Windsor, preached at 
Mr. Chandler's, and found a few in society,'— the first 
clasit, probably, that was formed in Windsor. 

" Sunday, 9lh.— Preached twice on 2. Cor. ii : 2, 
with peculiar pathos and earnestness. I spoke till 1 
Wks ulniust exhausted. It was a moving time. O 
Lord set these mourners at liberty ! 

"Tuesday, Iltb,Hndon the two following days, 
pnached at Halifax to a stupiil sol of people. Few 
seemed to care about their soul^. O what a town for 
wickedness is this. Satan bos hero many faithful and 
steady servants. And yet I cannot but hope to see a 
bliMm] work in this place. O Lord, lay to thy bond '. 
" Friday, 1-Kh. — Accompanying a friend to break- 
foal, we witnessed a sad instance of the effects of sin. 
Some months previous, an unhappy creature was 
nuising, and no one knew what had become of him. 
Bui this morning, ho was found in a bay loft, having, 
UM is BUp|K)sed, hanged himself. The clolhes had 
rutted from bi^t buck, the flesh from his bones, and 
OMi leg was parted from bis knee. The speciaclo 
tuggeeied a train of soriaus rcfli-ctions. ' Loril,' (said 
my miuiug uiiii<l) ■ Lord, shall I mnia lie a brcaihlets 
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corpse like this ? A spectacle that my nearest and 
dearest friend could scarcely bear the sight of ! Shall 
I too become food for worms ? Shall this blooming, 
active body, become an inanimate lump of matter ? 
.Then let me not spend my precious time in vanity, in 
decorating or pampering this clay tenement. Rather 
let me apply my heart unto wisdom, and long and 
labour for the lovely adornings of my Saviour's life. 
Let that mind be in me which was also in Christ 
Jesus. From the case of this unhappy man, I see the 
effects of sin. 1 behold what I myself might have 
been, had not the Lord preserved me from self-de- 
struction. O how deeply indebted am I to the grace 
of God ! Some are so wretched in their souls, so torn 
by conflicting passions, and disappointed in their pur- 
stiits of creature happiness, so ignorant of God and 
averse to him, so captivated by sin and actuated by 
the devil, that they madly rush out of a present hell, 
into one infinitely worse.' Blessed be God that it was 
not my own case ! Preached in the evening at Mr. 
Wells'. Many mocked most of the time, and kept up 
such a continual noise that few could hear what I 
said. 

" Sunday, 16th. — Preached at Windsor, twice : the 
second time in Mr. Chandler's orchard, the house not 
being large enough to contain the people. In the 
evening was our first Love Feast in Windsor. God 
was with us. Many wept and others rejoiced. 

"•Monday, I7th. — Preached at Falmouth, from 
James i : 23, 24, but felt great barrenness in my soul. 
O Lord, lift up the light of thy countenance upon me ! 
Then shall I not be as a barren wilderness, but even as 
a fruitful field. I fear lest I should ever wander from 
thee ; or dishonour thy cause." He returned to Ha- 



lifiw on Thursday, anil on the evening of Ibo follow^ 
ing duy, prenchcJ aga'm at Mr. Wells'. The conduct 
ofeome preseni, was extremely Irrereront. Wfailv 
Mr, BUck waa citing' tbe words of David, ' Whum 
hiive I in heaven but Uiee .' nod tbero ia none on 
esrtii 1 deair« beaiilc tbue,' he wus interrupted by an 
impinua nuin, in terms loo revolting to be rejieated. 
Emboldened by an examjile so worthy of imitation, a 
Itiw individuals, glorying ia their shame, attended the 
meeting the following night, prepared with gunpow* 
der crackers, which they throw into the fire. The 
unfuaion produced by their explosion, ever nnd anon, 
nru increased by their uhouting, 'You'll not preach 
long — the press gang is coniing.' Their opposition 
was impotent. For their ru^ and conlunicly. the 
pnutcher relumed patience and pity, ' Kulher,' he 
pniye*], ' forgive them, ihey know not what they do,' 
He had the pk-nsure of adilrcfsing, in the same place, 
00 Uw Lord's day, a congregation whose decorous dc- 
pomnent and serious attcoiioa, alforded an Bnimaling 
praugo of K'tter duys. He was slill more encour- 
aged by tile indications of good, perceptible in a cun- 
pregatioii to which he prettcbed in thci oflemooo, i 
Fart NeedbaiD. " Who knows," he aeks, " but soma , 
of Ihc»o may retnin their impressions, onil bring I 
forth fruit unto Cod ?" Deriving encouragement from -J 
the tnaDiresiation of incrcaeing attention to the word, 
ha wu instant in season and out of season. On J 
Honday, 34th, he cxplnincil tbe nnture, and e^J 
furctid tLe olisolule necessity of Christian disciplnship, J 
lo an owcmlilngti so numerous thai they filled threap 
apttrUnonlf, atid many wcrs obligeil to sload out j 
of doont. Tbe utmost decorum wag observed by all 1 
duriog iho service ; allbough conaiu sons of Belial, 
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with fiend-like exultation, had shouted and hooted at 
him, as he was passing along the streets, to Mr. H. 
Ferguson's, at whose house the meeting was held. 

Tuesday, 25th. — He had a long conversation with 
J R , who, under the influence of des- 
pair, had more than once attempted to commit suicide. 
He -thus relates the substance of it : — " He told me, 
he could find no rest, day or night, and that he did not 
believe it possible for him to be saved. I asked him 
if he went to church, or any place of worship. He 
replied, ' No,' that he was too wicked — that he was 
possessed of an evil spirit, and had cursed the Scrip- 
tures in his heart. I asked * Is it your desire to have 
such thoughts pass through your mind ? Do you ap- 
prove of them ?' He said, • No, but I am possessed.' 
I said, ^ If you hate these thoughts, and cry to the 
Lord against them, he will deliver you* These are 
the suggestions of Satan, designed, no doubt, to keep 
you from the ordinances of God, and destroy your 
hopes of receiving any benefit from them. Thus you 
sink down into despair, and give up all pursuit of 
mercy.' I laboured hard to get him with me to preach- 
ing, but all to no purpose. He says he is miserable 
now, and must be forever— every thing he sees tor- 
ments him." On this melancholy incident we may 
briefly remark, that the inefficacy of Mr. Black's en- 
deavours to alleviate the depressive gloom that over- 
hung the mind of this individual, may possibly have 
been owing to the fact that the causes of his mental 
agony were physical. That despair of the divine mercy 
may result purely from moral causes, is by no means 
incredible. It is, indeed, much more unaccountable 
that men, living ii^ sin and professing to believe that 
the wrath of Gt>d abideth upon all who are not rege- 



ticratci), ehould not be tremblingly alive to their mise- 
ry. Atiathy, under such clrcumiitances, is surely high- 
ly irrationat. A vivid realization of their state would 
impel them either to seek refuge in the great propiciii' 
lion, nr iuvolve them in despair. In the lives of the 
must obdurate and untbinkiag, there are, perbapa, mo- 
menii) wb^o fluahea of truth appal the ci 

-And, ll 

Thtw 

So unfailing, however, la the compusiton that chorac- 
trnaca tlw mediatorial providence under which redeeni- 
(hI ttuui is placed, thai the instances are of extremely 
infroquont occurrence, in which a concern for the soul 
w iiermitted to terminale in settled despoDdency. This 
■leplorable state o( mind, if traceil to ita aource, will 
nnliiiarily be found to originate in mental disorgaoiKa- 
tino, or in tt morbid asnaibilily occasioned by the de- 
pnMaive influeiice of aome bodily diaease. Moral pra- 
vtiy may, in euch cases, aggravate the malady ; but it 
w no matter of surprise if il does not yield to coDside- 
ntioua, the force of which the mind is incapable of ap- 
[mctdlirg. Prayer is then our only resource. How 
kiMxpmuible are our obligatioDS to the providence and 
grttea of God, for auataining the vigour of our intellec- 
tual faculties, unimpaired, and providing for ua a n- 
demiilioa so free and plenteous ! May gratitude prompt 
lu oanlially to embrace the latter, und to use the for- 
mtr to bin Klofy ' 

Uniiritig in his efforts lu do good, Mr. Black preach- 
«d Inibeurcninguf theilay on which the incident, Jusi 
fvUied, occurred, at the house of D. Ferguson. The 
UcHod influence of bis uiinistratione in Hnlifu be- 
ewDc, 411 this occBsioD, moro i-hucriugly n|ipoKni 
II 
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" Some," he remarks, " seemed to have very senoti0 
impressions on their minds, and were distressed at the 
thoughts of my going away. Lord send them a faith-' 
ful man, who may rightly divide the word of truth ! 

" Wednesday, 26th. — I rode to Windsor and preach- 
•ed. The voice of the Lord was heard in our camp. 
God is, I trust, shaking his future home* Several 
trembled — ^wept — and cried for mercy. It was about 
this time that B. Harris found peace-^a blessed wo- 
man to this day. 

'^Saturday, 29th. — The arm of the Lord was madcr 
bare, while I preached at Horton, from John xviii : 40, 
— 'Then cried they all again, saying. Not this man, 
but Barabbas.' O what a meeting ! Strong were the 
consolations of God's people, and afiecting the cries of 
the mourners, who were convinced of sin. 

"Sunday, SOth. — I preached at Comwallis in the 
morning, on, ' By grace are ye saved ;' and in the after- 
noon, to the largest congregation I ever saw collected 
in any part of the country, or perhaps any body else, 
on ' The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings un- 
to the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-^ 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives.' Is. Ixi: 1." 
The revival of the work of God which had, in 
many places, crowned Mr. Black's labours, had now 
acquired pretty general notoriety ; and led to the ex- 
pressiqn of a desire, from various quarters, of a visit 
from him. The entreaties of several pious indi- 
viduals, resident at Annapolis, were peculiarly impor- 
tunate ; and he determined to embrace the earliest op- 
Pj^rtunity of complying with their application. Ac- 
cordingly, on the Ist of July, early in the morning, he 
left Halifax for, this purpose ; and spent the foUawing 
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■lay nl Grnnvillc, wbiuh he improved by preaching to 
(he people twice, — " both," he roniarits, " ponerfbl 

"Wednesday, Sd. — I crosaad the river to the An- 
napolis side, and preached on ■ Noah only remained 
alive, and those that were with him in the ark.' — Lord, 
how is il that I feel so little of thy love ? I hod rather 
be mouraiug in deep distress, than remain in this cold 
state. I feel neither happy nor unhappy. itir up 
»U the powers of my eoni ! I eateem thee, precious. 
Lord ; let me /eel thee so. 

"Thursday, 4th. — I preachednear thelowa,oo Zac- 
«hieU3, the publican. O how did sinners weep and 
cry ! Our meeting continued for several hours before 
we could separate. Part of this day I experienced 
Bweet comfort, but every now and then a wandering 
Uiought vtould crowd in, and spoil my joys. 

"Saturday, 6lh. — I preached with great freedom OR 
NauL ziz : 13. One woman cried aloud in sore dig- 
tresi. A few thought it their duty to spend the OTen- 
iof in prayer for her deliverance. We continued on 
otir knees two hours and a half, when the Lord set her 
•ool at liberty. Her husband, in deep distress, fell on 
the floor, and cried for mercy. 

" Sanday, 7ih. — 1 preached three times on Rev. iii ; 
^. God gave me much matter, and great liberty ; and 
many felt the word. God in evidently al work here on 
many hearts. On Monday 1 preached at Granville, at 
oil in the morning ; at Wilmot, at ten ; and ut Bowens, 
ni six, P. M. In the momiog some, who had never 
nnnifeslL'd uny cimccm for their souls before, were 
deeply attccied ; and appeared to be convinced. O 
llmt the Inipresaion may never wear off ! 

*'TtiM(]ay,9tb.— Irodc on to Horlon; and preached 
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in a large barn, on ' Who is an the Lord's aide !' O 
what a meeting was ibis ! Mnny tremliled exceediDg- 
Ij ; their kneea emole one against the other. Among 
the rest was Matthew Orrasby, formerly a valiaat ser- 
vant of the devil, and eonfeaaedly as proud as Lucifer, 
now trembling every limb, while tears flowed pleali- 
fully from his eyes. Many now saw the necessity of 
inward religion ; and with strung cries and tears be- 
sought the Lord for mercy. In the evening we bad a 
watch-night. I preached on, ' What I say unto one, 
I say unto all. Watch.' Such a . night as this 1 never 
saw before, unless at Mr, Oiley's, on my first setting 
out to seek the Lord. O what a noise and shaking 
among the dry bones. My voice could scarcely be 
beard. Joseph Johnson found this a time of loTe. 
The Lord passed by, and said unto his soul, Live t 
When the first meeting was concluded, my strength 
was almost exhausted ; and I feared I should not be 
able to preach again. But the Lord literally fulfilled 
his premise, that they that wait on Him, shall renew 
their strength." 

While Mr. Black was in labours so abundant to ex- 
pand the sphere of bis usefulness ; while anxious to 
call sinners to repentance in places where bis voice 
had not been previously beard, he was not forgetful of 
the interests of those societies which, under God, were 
the first fruits of his ministry. A prudent regard to 
their circumstances, rendered it espedient for him no 
longer to protract his stay from Cumberland. Nor 
was he fully aware, until ho arrived there, of the ne- 
■ c-easity of his speedy return. — No one who has read the 
preceding pages will, it is apprehended, suspect their 
subject of that exclusive and churlish spirit, that could 
ace nothing beyond his own enclosure but stei'iliiy. 
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H« was, however, equally esempt from that laxit; of 
•cntiment which someiimcd usurps the hanoura of 
Christian liberulity, undistiiigui^hed alike by predilec- 
tion or principle. Firmly attached to the docirioes 
taught by Wesley, because he conceived them to be in 
perfect unison witb the inspired standard of truth oud 
duty, and appreciating tlio adiniruble Gysicm of disci- 
pline which, in the singleness of hia heart, that vene- 
rable m&ii was led by providentiaj circumstances to 
■dopt, as eminently fitted to deepen, diffuse, and per- 
petuate the work of God, he conceived his usefulness 
tn be intimoiely connected with the faithful inculcatioit 
at the one, and the mild, but uncompromising, en- 
fbrrcmeiR of the other. We cannot, therefore, won- 
J«r al the poignancy of bis leelings when, on reooh- 
tag Amherst, lie found the hurmony of tile Society 
diere, on which he had iK-siowed so much labour, bro- 
ken ; and a large proportion of the members perverted 
aiMl alienated, by the implicit admission of the doginus 
ofuitiuoinian mysticism. Every one who has been bi- 
milarly ntuated, must be anare how difficult it b to 
inalnialn the spirit of christian love unimpaired amidst 
meh collisions ; it is therefore peculiarly gratifying to 
meet, M in the following extract, with incidental cvi- 
dcaee of hia estimation of (be pietj- of the person by 
wboin this disastrous change had been caused, while 
be deprocnli^, in the most touchitig terms, the injury 
(hat had iiern done : — 

"Sunday, Hlli.— 1 preached twice at Amheral. I 
fctt lunging desires after holiness ; but not that sweel- 
nts* ill Jeitus that I sometimes experience. O for more 
love f— Since I left this Mr. Alline has paid a second 
vbii — c-omplete'l a neparation — drawn about seventy 
of the members of encirty away from »f — thrown all 
II « 



78 MEMOIRS OF THE 

into confusion — ^broken up the classes ; and introduced 
a flood of contention, the consequences of which I 
dread. This is peculiarly distressing to me. O Sa- 
tan ! a wicked man could not have so well answered 
thy purpose. But may the Lord overrule it for good ; 
and prevent the mischief I dread ! Surely Mr. Alline 
stepped out of the way here. Better far that our pi- 
tiful names had been laid in the dust, than thus destroy 
the work of God, by setting brethren to strive with 
each other." Jle felt the necessity of concentrating all 
his wisdom and energy in prayerful dependance upon 
God, to counteract the influences that were thus ar- 
rayed against his usefulness. His abandonment was 
not indeed complete. He could not yet say with the 
Apostle, when arraigned before the tribunal of Nero, 
' No man stood with me ; but all men forsook me.' 
He had still the sympathy and co-operation of a good- 
ly number, who were equally solicitous with himself 
to keep ' the mystery of faith in a pure conscience,' 
and to maintain among them the order of means which 
they had found so conducive to their spiritual growth 
and consolation. With the most influential of these 
he took an early opportunity of entering into consid- 
tation, respecting the best measures to be adopted, un- 
der existing circumstances, for promoting the work of 
God. They agreed that the classes should be inune- 
diately re-organized, and new leaders appointed by 
Mr. Black, in the place of those who had withdrawn 
from the society. Resolved, by the grace of God, to 
' keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,' 
those who had not been shaken from their belief felt 
themselves now, more than ever, one in sentiment, in 
affection, in interest, and in purpose. The foundation 
thus laid for the permanent progression of the cause, 
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f^ned in lolidity more than it losi in breadth. Thi: 
continuance nf persons in a religious eociely to wbii^li 
(lie; are not attncheil from piety and priaciple, iias of- 
ten Ijeeti productive of incal(^ullIble nuschicf-^eldom, 
if over, of benefit, either to themselves or others.— 
BrvId^ devoted a fortnight to .the melioration, as far 
u pracucable, of the slate of things at Amherst, he 
faasteneij to respond to the cry, issuing from various 
other parts, 'Cone over and help ui'.' — in some of 
nhieh the agencies of discord were exercising a liale- 
ful influence on the objects of his minisierinl solicitade. 
TaDtramar, Hillsborough, and the head of Pelitcodiac 
river, wore now in succession visited by him ; in all 
which places, but more signally in the latter, the hand of 
ibeLord was with bim. When within a few miles of his 
jalbor'a house, on bis return, he received a letter from 
■ friond at that place, informing bin) tbat his recent 
visit hod been made a great blessing to the people, that 
the favourable upiuion of many who hod been preju- 
diced, was now conciliated, and that several were deep- 
ly awakened, and required immediate instruction and 
encoura^ment. This gladdening intelligence was ac- 
fonpanied by an urgent solicitation that he would, 
with as little delay as passible, pay thom another visit. 
Hill previous plan was, to visit next in order the lower 
towns ; but conceiving the contents of this leUur enti- 
tled la serious consideration, he laid it before sevcnd 
m wboee piety and judgment he had every confidence ; 
and they were unanimously of opinion, that the indi- 
cKtiotM of a providential coll in the matter were clear 
sihI unequivucal, He accordingly lost no time in re- 
laniiog to Petitcodiac ; nor bad he reason to regret bis 
toili aa Ilia diary testifies ; — 
"Thuraday, 93d of August.— I went in a boat to 




the bead of the Petitcodiac river, and, after preacliiiig 
twice, returned to the village at about one o'clock in 
the morning. Soon atlcr we sec nff, we met a man 
with his wife and child in a eanoe ; he had rowed about 
twenty miles in order .to get to meeting, but was too 
lale. But, gracious Father ! bless his soul. Let not 
his labour be in yain. About nine in the morning I 
preaehed at the village, and afterward met the society. 
Truly this was a powerful season. Old Mrs, Stievea, 
who had been in deep distress, was brought into glo- 
.3 liberty. The Sua of Rigbleousncss arose with 
healing in his wiaga, and her mourning was turned 
into raptures of joy ! She spoke of the goodness of 
God till all in the room were melted into tears. Mrs. 
Stieres was a person of o:(ce]leut moral character, and 
had strictly attended to some of the outward duties oi' 
religion ; but she now saw the necessity of inward ho- 
liness. When some of her sons were (previously) 
awakened, she opposed them, supposing they were led 
away by a deceiver. When - — - Baker, Esq. J. P., was 
up the river, she wrung her hands in great distress, 
and cried, O that Black '. that Black ! he has ruined 
my sons ! He has ruined my sous ! But the last time 
I was here, the Lord opened her understanding, and 
she saw her need of a deeper work. Sore distress, 
arising from conviction, seized upon her soul ; and she 
had no rest until to-day. — Leaving many in tears, we 
Bet off with the tide about one o'clock, and arrived at 
Hillsborough it) time for preaching. This was also a 
remarkable time. Otie was struck to the ground, and 
others wept bitterly. 

"Sunday, 5t6th. — Having to cross the river at high 
water, which happened about twelve o'clock, I preach- 
ed early in the morning. The power of the Lord 
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fieemeik to real upnn the congre gallon. Those who 
hnil aometime before, tu)<l they who hod lately, esp«~ 
rjBRced the goodness of God, were peculiarly rcfresh- 
•■d ; while those under awakenings were deeply ron- 
fomed. At eleven I preached again. God was pow- 
rrfnUypresent asin tbemomiog. Rejoicing and weep- 
ing were on erery aide. Under the last prayer, God 
xei Frederick Stieves at lllterty. Oh what a blessed 
time ! Gladly would I remain longer here, were I not 
obliged 10 be at Pott Lawrence on Tuesday." On the 
tlOf appointed he was at his post, nnd, after the puhlic 
fWVice, held a Love-fcnat. Ho thus deliaeutes thL- slate 
in which he found the people : "About fifty seemed 
desirous to continue in the Methodist connexion ; nine 
or ten of whom had joined Mr, AUine, but now saw 
caiue lo return to the way in which Goil hod first call- 
ed liiem. These, together with those at Potitcodiac, 
made about eighty. Many stood aloof, and did not 
unite with either society, as formerly. Oh ! what a 
deadly blow has the work in general, received from 
tills melancholy division. However, our way is, with 
ineokncss and love to instruct those that oppose." 

He now visited the lower towns, preaching at least 
nncG every week-day, in addition to his labours on the 
Mdibtttli. Mnny of his country friends endenvounxl, 
'in tbis nccosion, to dissuade him from going to Hali- 
Ikx, Iwing apprehensive that, as the preii-law was 
■Ilea in operation, he would Ixi itnpre^sed into hia Ma* 
jMty'* service. But his reply to them wns in the true 
■pitil of liis office, as an amliUBsador for Chriet : — 
" God in my keeper ! 1 am bis servant, — engaged in 
bk work i of whom, ihca, shall I be afraid }" Grate- 
fiil to his friends for the kind soliciEude they evinced 
for his safely, he, nevertheless, acted in occordoncB 



wiih hb conceptions of duty. And not only w&a he 
permitted to prosecute hia work without moleatation, 
but had the happiness to find that two individuals, who 
had been awakened during his previous visit, were now 
partakers of justifying faith in the Son of God. 

On Sunday, SOth September, he delivered a discourse 
at Windsor, which was altcuded with gracioua influ- 
ence, more than usually rich and powerful, even in the 
history of his ministrations, from Deul. xxxii : 13, — 
'He made himlosnckhoDey out of the rock.' Anxious 
to be able to recur at pleasure to the precious and con- 
Eoling truths with which this Bcrinon was replete, ae- 
vend who heard it, earneatly requested its publication ; 
iind Mr. Black, though conscious of its imperfections, 
yielded to their importunity. A copy of the sermon 
unco foil into the hands of the compiler of this volume. 
In a. literary point of view, its pretensions are humble ; 
nor does its matter, by any means, convey a just idea 
of the accurate and extensive acquaintance with Chris- 
tian theology, which Mr. Black subsequently attained: 
it is, however, interesting, as a specimen of hia man^ 
ner of preaching in ihe incipient years of his mintaiiy, 
aud particularly of tho tenderness and unction with 
which he was wont to expatiate on the goodness of 
God, end the blessedness of his people. Thia is the 
only sermon to which he could ever be induced to give 
publicity. As an instance of the humiliating opinion 
which he entertained of his best pulpit performances, 
we may here mention the respectful decision with 
which he declined to publish his sermon on the death 
of Bishop Asbury, preached in Baltimore, at the re- 
quest of his American brethren, at their first General 
Conference after the decease of that venerable and la- 
borious servant of Christ ; notwithstanding their assu- 




T&ncci of the proiil and admirntioa with which ihey 
had liBtened to it, and nf their earnest desire to see ic 

Nothing of very prominent interest is recoiiJed in 
biB journal, an having occurred for a. few weel(a Bub- 
sequent to this time, save tlie evidences afforded by 
eveiy page, of his unabated ardour and self-denying 
cxeitioDS for the good of immortal souls, and of the ef- 
fusion of that divine influence on the minds of his hear- 
era, by which he had been hitherto bo abandantly en- 
eoumged. AnnapolL), indeed, remained in thia respect 
a melancholy exception. Such was the inaenaibiliiy 
of the people there, ihnt his clearest expoailioDB of the 
nature of vital Christianity, and his most pungeDt np' 
pnnis to tlie conscience, appeared lo recoil as from 
heart* of marble. 

In vomuioD with all who have been eminently biic- 
■retaful in accomplishing the liigii and holy objects of 
the Christian ministry, Mr. Black preaphed, " not as 
pleuing men, but God, who irieth the hearts." By 
ihb principle ho wan guided in liio selection of his sub- 
Jfcts, and in the mode of presenting them. With Lu- 
ther, ho estimated justification by faith alone as the 
nrfjetdw tttmtii vel eadentii eceletirt, the doctrine with 
whlrh thi* chiircli must stand or fall ; and, with a 
gntaer than Luther, he thundered in the ear of the 

IarUWighleouG formalist, " Except n man be bom again, 
li« cannot see the kingdom of God." — A just and ade- 
rpiBta conception of these momentous iruibs, cannot 
riiol, apart from sound and scriptural convictions 
Hf the total depravity in which the apostecy of our 
fint parents involved the whole species. This is in 
I fact the basis of the central truili of the Bible, — tbk 
H Atovkkkst or Chbist, of which it is impossible to 
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perceive either the grandeur or the necessity, without 
fully admitting the melancholy deposition of the Holy 
Spirit against the heart of man, — ^that it is "deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked." Constant- 
ly to hold this first principle of the oracles of God in 
prominence before his hearers, is, therefore, a part of 
a minister's duty so momentous, that, if'he either shade 
or soften thi^ truth, he cannot acquit himself of the im- 
putation of handling the word of God deceitfully. It 
is, indeed, with extreme difficulty that mankind are 
brought to acquiesce in such humiliating representa- 
tions of their native depravity. But still more strange 
and lamentable is the fact, that some of those who 
are " set for the defence of the Gospel," instead of 
labouring to fasten the chafrge of apostacy from God 
upon the consciences of their unconverted hearers, can 
prophesy smooth things to them, and talk eloquently 
of the dignity and virtuous principles of fallen human 
nature. 

" From such apostles, O ye milred heads. 
Preserve the cliurch !" 

With a minister who entertained these views, Mr* 
Black was, about this time, drawn into an animated 
debate. Whether the collision was purely accidental, 
or sought for by the reverend defender of man's native 
purity, we are not informed^ Mr. Black^s reminis- 
cences of the dialogue, as recorded by his own peuj 
are, in substance, as follows : — " I had a long argur 
ment with the Rev. Mr. Bencrafl, at Horton, on the 
total corruption of the human heart, which he de-^ 
nied ; strenuously maintaining that when born into the 
World, our minds resembled a sheet of white paper.* 

* The following remarks of an excellent writer, upon this st-* 



'■ WILLUM SLACK. 

I aaiil ' the Apostle pictures human nature in a very 
•liflcrcnt manner, where he representa the wisdom of 
depraved man, an 'earthly, aenauat, and deviliah ;' aud 
wliere be avcra that 'all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God,' — with tnany testimoniea of a 
sintilnr import. He remarkaJ, ' You take only a pas- 
sage here and there, which you wrest from its proper 
meaning, i replied, aa John Nelson on another occa- 
sion, ' I leave you all the rest to refute me with. But 
if you will only take a view of what the Scriptures 
l«teb oD the subjeci, and stand open to conviction, 
you will eoon discover that every power of the soul is 
corrupted ; and that ain has reigned, not merely over 
the whole uirui, but also over the whole of mankind. 
|{d aoJil, ' 1 do not deny that there are many men cor- 
rupted by the influence of evil example. But it by 

■lilhadcitreeqinllyjint and ingenious. " In combating die doc- 
iriMof inute idetu, Hr. Loclie, rollDwIn* Aristoilc, hai cimi- 
pared tbe human mind lo a aheel of while imper, on urliicb din- 
racier* o( ditkreni Aticripiioas may wibiequcnily be wriiun. By 
IhoH pbilovopfaeri ohn deiiyllie innate ilepravliy of bunuui nature. 
Ike cmnpuriioa lia« freqaenlly been applied lo the buman mind 
is r(i|*rd to iu moral Male, iu diiposiiioot, odiI leixteBoiet, It 
will tw a jailer compBiiaon, ir, in tills respecl, wa liken the mind 
la ■ tbcol of paper oa which bavc beeii written olmniEteii in tm- 
raTBkTic irk, h-IiIcIi are not discernabte by the eje, [ill, by 
appraximatian lo llie fire, or by lome appropriate chnaical ippll- 

cutoM. tbry nre btooghl out into leg 

milhlbepilBciplnureiilin infancy i- 
(MBililaiif their preiienee; anil may bedeligbled nilh 
t^tmleeiiii ■! of the lillle babe— bnt Ihe principleasn 
••i|wr* eaty i'- 
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no means follows, that they were, therefore, depraved 
from their birth, that they brought a totally corrupt 
nature into the world with them, I replied, * It i» 
written of Adam after his apostacy, by which he lost 
the image of Gody that he begat a son (not in God's,, 
but) in his ovm likeness, that is, corrupt like himself. 
And this corruption growing with his growth, hurried 
him on to commit murder^ Moses saysy ' And God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually^' that the earth 
was corrupt before God and filled with violence ; for 
all flesh had corrupted his way, ' Those texts,' said 
he, ' prove nothing more than that the people of that 
age were extremely degenerate.' I answered, ' Thi£F 
total depravity is not confined to any particular pe- 
riod, but manifests itself in all ages of the world, until 
grace renews the heart. David telk us, * The Lord 
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to see if there were any that did understand,^ and seek 
God.' And what was the result of the divine inspec- 
tion ? ^ They are all gone aside, they are altogether 
become filthy \ there is none that doeth good ; no, not 
one.' He further says of himself, that he was '^sha- 
pen in iniquity, and in sin did his mother conceive 
him.' ' •^ll xoe,^ says the Apostle, *Iike sheep have 
gone astray.^ ' After having confirmed this melan- 
choly doctrine, from the prophets, our Lord and his 
Apostles, I asked him for a proof to the contrary. He 
adduced the case of the young man in the Gospel, who 
came to our Lord and enquired. What good thing he 
must do in order to inherit eternal life ; and who, 
when referred by our Redeemer to the command- 
ments, replied, ' All these have I kept /row my youth- 



^.' 'Then,' il ie oUdcd by St. Mark, ' Jesus, behold- 
ing him, loved bim.' I observed, ' there ia a love of 
pity, which God exercises towards all inankind, and 
particularly to those who, like that jiouiig man, for 
vne sordid lust sell their ijouls, and are yet filled with 
sorron when they find ihey maat abandon all their pha- 
rasaic hopes of heaven. And there is a love of com- 
flaeeney with which He regards none but hia adopted 
children. Jesus beheld this hopeful youth with tell- 
er coinmissemtion ; but the love of the world waa 
predominant in his heart, a melancholy proof of my 
doctrine. He loved his poBEcesiooB too well, to em- 
brace the Saviour's doctrines ; therefore, Jesus could 
BOI delight in him. But permit inc, Sir, to nsk you 
IhcfoUowing questions : — 1. Do you really think. Sir, 
ihat the young man epoke tho truth, or entertained a, 
prapM estimate of his oliedience to the law of God, 
when he sattl, ' Ml Ikeie have I kept from my youth 
^'f Aw. 'To be sure I do.' 2. 'Do you think 
that our Lord gave htm a perfect rule of conduct when 
he presented lohimthedivine law ^' Jn>. 'Certainly 
I di>.' 8. 'Do you conceive that Seeus meant him to 
underBland that unsinning obedience to the law of God 
M the condition of justification ." Am. ' Moet ussur- 
•dly I do. Our Lord had no design to mock him.' 
* Tluu our Lord did not inleinl to mock him I readily 
gnnt } but thui your conceptions of the mailer are 
etroiieatH, is plain. For, in Ihe^rtl place, it is con- 
Ovrjr to the explicit declaration of scripture to say 
ihu we ore justified liy the deeds of the law, which 
we have violated a thousand times. By the law, is 
Mh knowledge of sin ; but not of deliverance from il. 
And pfthis, it is probable, our Lord designed to con- 
viaa bini, by referring him to the law. And, leeondly. 



you contradict yourself and the Saviour too, in affirm- 
ing that he yielded perfect otmdience to the requisi- 
tioDS of the law, and yet it is undeniable that he tack- 
ed one thing. This, Sir, appears to me, strange rea- 
Booing.' ' However,' he rejoined, ' the case of the 
little children brought to our Lord establishes my po- 
sition ; for He declares, ' Of such is the Icjngdom of 
heaven.' These were doubtless clean,' ' Not by na- 
ture. Sir, for the words of David, already quoted, 
show thtit we are born in §in and shapen in iniquity. 
And hence that question. Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean ?' He seemed very much 
fettered ; and said with considerable warmth — ' 1 will 
talk with no such ignorant fellows.' I entreated him 
to get his soul converted to God, or he could never 
enter the kingdom of heaven ; and so left him." 

The doctrine in defence of which the subject of our 
narrative thus successfully wielded the sword of the 
Spirit, has always l>een regarded by orthodox Christ- 
ians as a primary article of the Gospel system. In 
respect to the precise nature of this original taint 
which pervades all man's moral powers and aSbc- 
tjons, various opinions have indeed been entertained ; 
but as to the fact itself, the explicit information of the 
Bihle leaves no room for diversity of sentiment among 
those who have learned unreservedly to subject their 
erring opinions to its decisions. Unaided reason, al- 
though incapable of sbeddingasolitary rayon the ori- 
gin of this strange and universal disorder of the moral 
Byslem, could not but see and lament its existence. 
" No one," says Horace, " is born without vicious pro- 
pensities ; and he is the best man who is trotUiled 
with the least," 
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Qni mimiais orgelur. 

To argue nguinat this doctrine i priori; to main- 
Inin that it ia incompatible with just views of the di- 
vine character; to assert in the face of the ploinest 
Kviileiice, that it involves a charge of malevolence and 
injustice ag-uinst the Supremo Being, in hia moral go- 
femuiPtit of mankind, is obviously, to nsaume the 
principle that our cnpacitioa and feelings are compe- 
tent to measure [he perfections of the Infiuite, and to 
anticipate in what manner those perfections will be 
ffevrlaped. The Scriptures reveal ihe moral perfec- 
Ckm of the Deity in all that overwhelming purity and 
frandeUT before which eerapbs veil their faces ; yet 
«n their pages is written as with a sunbeam, the doc- 
trine of man':! native and total depravity. If our in- 
oipaciiy to conciliate these truths, revealed with equal 
etoBRieas, constitutes a just ground of the negation of 
«hb«r, the authority of the Bible ceases the moment 
it contrailicts our previous conceptions of truth. This 
In ibfl niodeei position practically assumed by all, 
whodier Socinians or Fclogians, who make their ap« 
pnal (Ivin the ejiplicit enunciatJona of the sacred vo- 
luitip, to their own apprehensions of the divine cha- 
racter. 1 cannot dismii^a this topic, cmiaently import- 
ant and practical as it is, without earnestly beseeching 
ifca rradfr, if he has not already done so, deeply to 
lay it to heart. It is no subject of speculation. Man's 
I, Dnce the temple of the Divine Spirit, now lies in 
m ; and none but he who made it can repair it. 
" That he hnth withdrawn himself, and left fab temple 
dmalatv," says the iticorapamble Howe, " we hava 
atuty plain and aad proofs before us. The stately 
raina are vinible to every eye, thai bear in their front, 
I 1 
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yet extant, this doleful inscription, Here God once 
dwelt. Enough appears of the admirable frame and 
stmcture of the soul of man, to show the divine pre-- 
sence did once reside in it ; more than enough of vi- 
cious deformity, to proclaim, he is now retired and 
gone. The lamps are extinct ; the altar overturned. 
The light and love are now vanished, which did the 
one shine with so heavenly brightness, and the other 
bum with so pious fervour. The golden candlestick 
is displaced and thrown away as a useless thing, to 
make room fbr the throne of the Prince of darkness. 
The sacred incens^ which sent rolling up in clouds, its 
rich perfumes, is exchanged for a poisonous hellish 
vapour." May this description, as just as it is ap- 
palling, excite us to fly by faith to Him of whom 
it is written, ' He shall build the temple of the Lord, 
and he shall bear the glory.' 

A few extracts from Mr. Black's Journal will close 
the present chapter and year. 

" Sunday, 17th November.— When I take a view of 
my former experience, and compare it with the pre- 
sent state of my mind, with shame I may confess — 
My zeal for the conversion of souls is not so flaming, 
nor my comforts and joys from God, so abiding, nor 
my desires after holiness so vehement. Oh my God J 
stir me up to love thee. with all my heart. Destroy, 
O ! destroy all sin in me — ^perfect my heart in love — I 
long to be holy. 

"Wednesday, 20th. — I rode over to Tantramar, 
where I was sorry to find mysticism and antinomian- 
ism spreading like fire ; and their deadly efiects alrea- 
dy manifest. — The people are informed publicly that 
they have nothing to do with the law of God — ^that 
David was a man after God's own heart when wallow- 
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ing in adultery and murder — that it was only liia bodjr 
thai eioned, that his soul never sinned at all. Lord, 
nifier not the enemy of souls thus to deceive them I 

"Friday, 22d. — I preached ni Hillsborough from 
' My sheep hear my voice,' &c, , (rom which 1 endea- 
vouretl to show the true and Bcriptural character of the 
perieveranee of lAe lainli. In the night a number of 
pjuliderors came to Mni. Slleves' and demanded gome- 
thing to eat, and remained till morning. They were 
from MachiaB,and are a'set of wretches who cloak their 
Tillany by the agilntionsof the times ; and would near- 
fy aa soon have robbed a friend of Congress as a friend 
of the British Government. Having appointed to 
preach at eight o'clock the following morning, I invited 
them to accompany me ; and they all come except their 
Cnptnin. I discoursed concerning Zaccheua the pub- 
licnn ; and some even of Ihem shed tears. I went, took 
(hem by the band, and entreated thorn to turn to God, 
or llipy must inevitably perish. They received the ad- 
mimilion kindly ; and I believe their consciences told 
them the same. They detained us from going up the 
river for about two hours and a half, when the tide was 
no tar spent that we cmdd not go. This they did with 
(ho design to prevent us from informing the people of 
their coming. 

"Sunday, Q-tlh. — We left the Point in the morning 
kboui one A. M., intending to get before the plunder- 
im, but being in a whale-boat, and we having only a 
euioe, (hey had the advantage and easily passed us in 
ibn river. At the village we felt in with them again, 
ipokf my mind to them more fully, showing 
tbcm thnt they could not escape the damnation of hell 
epccdy repentance should prevent. They were 
dumb ; and soon after went to a neighbouring house. 
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saying they would go twenty miles to get clear of that 
d— d preacher. They killed an ox and a sheep, plun- 
dered the mill of all the flour they could find, and left 
some families almost destitute of clothes and bedding. 
Yet they attempted to take neither my clothes, nor 
watch, nor any thing belonging to me. 

"Thursday, 28th. — I preached twice at Hillsbo- 
rough. Some were deeply affected. But I did not feel 
my soul alive to God, as I desired. O Lord ! what is 
the cause of this strangeness between my soul and 
Thee ? Why should I love Thee j and not Thee alone ? 
Lord, whom have I in heaven but Thee ! and there is 
none in all the earth that I desire beside Thee ! I long 

" Of naught to speak or think beside, 
My Lord, my Love, is crucified !*' 
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These are few pleasures that solace the mind, or 
remuncmte the toils of a devoted minister i>f the Lord 
Jmus, comparable to the pure and celestial exhilara- 
tion he experiences when his efforts to win euuls are 
rmwned with conspicuous success. His joy is then the 
joy of angels. — Those benignant spirits bend from their 
derated seats to mark the first rooTcmcnts of the re- 
pcoMDI sinner lonarda God ; and acquire, we are told 
l>; ibo Saviour, an accession of felicity from the iiile- 
nstJUg spectacle. With what rapture then tnuHt the 
inrmediate instniment of such blessed iransformnlionH 
«urvcy thcni ! They are divine seals BfGxed to his of- 
Gc«— the travail of his Redeemer's soul — trophies of 
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victorious grace ; and his bosom glows with transporrt 
while he anticipates the day when the dignity will be 
conferred upon him of presenting them stainless before 
the throne of God and the Lamb. An eminent degree 
of that dignity awaits the messenger of the churches 
whose course we are endeavouring to trace. The de- 
tails exhibited in the preceding pages afford lumi- 
nous proof that he did not run in vain, neither labour 
in vain ; and the materials of an ampler attestation of 
this delightful fact are yet in reserve. One observable 
feature of the convei^ions that took place under Mr. 
Black's ministry cannot have escaped the reader — I re- 
fer to their suddenness. 

The inadequate and erroneous conceptions that pre- 
vail on this subject among certain classes of professing 
Christians, render it expedient to endeavour the remo- 
val of their prejudices. It may be spontaneously ad- 
mitted that time and place are merely circumstances of 
conversion ; and that though a reference to them can 
hardly fail to be both animating and salutary to the 
real believer's mind — a distinct recollection of them is 
not essential in order to evince the genuineness of a 
work of divine grace. Certain it is, however, that there 
must be a special time when conversion takes place. 
And from the magnitude of the change, involving as it 
does our most solemn relations to the Deity, and the 
infusion of the elements of a new and divine nature 
into the soul, one would be very naturally led to con- 
ceive, anterior to the examination of any direct evi- 
dence upon the subject, that no one could receive a 
blessing so heart-stirring without having a vivid per- 
ception of it. An event so momentous can hardly be 
thought to take place unconsciously, — It is worthy of 
remark, that the numerous cases of conversion record- 



r wnmM Btic r . 

ed ia the New Tesiameni, were elmosl without excep- 
tion, sudden. It Iherelbre behoves those who deny that 
the Holy Spirit operalea iii ihe same manner nou, to 
establish iheir negation by unexeeptionable evidence. 
The appeal must be made to well attested facta. 
Now it is matter of notoriety thai the pages of reli- 
gious biography supply innuraeroblo instances in which 
the tvidenee was coeval wilh the act of justificntioD. 
Whoever in the face of such an accumulalion offsets 
ia capable of denying the doctrine of iuHtantaneous con- 
rcnion, has only lo follow out his own principle to be 
landed id universal scepticism, as well in philosophy 
R8 in religion. With far different views and emotions, 
the humble believer — who remembers, and never can 
forget, the rock whence lie was hewn, and the pit out 
of nhitdl be was token, will — accompany us in our 
narrative. 

£DI«ring upon a new year, Mr. Black mouma over 
the linl« progress he apprehended himself to have made 
in the divine life, during ihe preceding twelve months. 
The language of self-crl mi nation is no certain indica- 
tion of n low state of spiritual attainment - and even 
when it correctly displays the Interior of the heart it 
affiitds a pleuaing presage of future amelioration. 
Euth is ungenial to the celestial plant of grace. Cun- 
•lui effort is refiuired to keep the heart right with God 
-^ifbrt liial can be sustained only by the intrigoraling 
inSucncca of tlio Holy Spirit. This consideration does 
notindi-edcxIenuBlelhemoraldelinquency of backslid- 
iog in heart ; but it diminishes our surprise ut such an 
ocenrrenee, however lamentable. And with what an)- 
mu»A gntiitude should we remember, that though we 
may be painfully conscious of unfaithfulness to the 
grace of God, th« merciful provisions of his covenant 
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forbid us to despond ; the blood of sprinkling still pleiaik 
for us ; the aspects of the throne of propitiation bright-^ 
eti^with encouragement ; we may approach boldly, ob- 
tain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. At^ 
tracted by these views of the pitifulness of the divine 
mercy, Mr. Black, while, on comparing his present ex* 
perience with what it was a year from this time, he 
writes bitter things against himself; complaining that 
neither was his faith so strong, nor his zeal so great, 
nor his love so glowing, nor his enjoyment of the di- 
vine presence so sensible as it had been in the com- 
mencement of the previous year, he earnestly renews 
his application to the fountain of salvation, and groans 
for redemption from inbred sin. A token for good 
could not fail to follow such profound self-'abasement 
and its constant accompaniment — fervent prayer. 

Tuesday, 8th of January, 1783, he writes ; — "I felt 
more of the Redeemer's love this morning, than I have 
for some time past ; and it continued most of the day, 

* The opening Heavens around me shine, 

With beams of sacred bliss. 
If Jesus shows his mercy mine. 

And whispers I am his.^ 

i also experienced much comfort to-day in convers- 
ing with John Johnson. I believe he is truly alive to 
God ; an Israelite indeed. My mind is much exercis- 
ed respecting the spread of false doctrines. that I 
had the power of convincing speech ! Lord, maoy who 
have received them are thy people, O that I might 
lead them into the paths from which they have strayed. 
O give me acceptable words, that I may not shock their 
prejudices, but inform their judgments. Thou art my 
shepherd ! lead them and me into green pastures.'' 
The opponents of true godliness are not all as h«roic 
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I u ihey seem. To acquire the reputation of fearful 
I (^onsietency, or ihe praise of facetiouaness, ihey not 
uofrequeatly array [licmsekes as decidedly agaiost 
their own convictions, a« they do againat the cause of 
righieousnese ; aod eagerly avail ihemeolves of the 
lowest gibe, or the merest artifice of Biauilatton, 



Happy is it for them, when these struggles gain the 
ascendancy, — when conscience, asBuming the majesty 
nf her delegated powers, arrests and arraigns the im- 
pioua culprit, and compels him to answer to her ap- 
palling indictment. But happier still, if pleading 
guilty to the charge and " shut up unio the faith," 
tbey fait prostrate before tile throne of the heavenly 

I fTBce, and t>end the pride of reason to the humiliating 
tortna of acceptance before God. We have recorded 
on ft preceding page the cuotumelious treatment Mr. 
Block received from a certain gentleman, named 

D r, for no other reason but because he admonish' 

ed him, with afTectionate fid 1 mpany which 

he was emulous to amua I h p U9 levity. 

Bui we have now the jilens pre him to the 

render, sitting at the feet f I d 1 hed in hia 

right mind. 

"Wednesday 99th, — I returned from Tantramar in 
nopany with three individuals, one of whom was F. 
D> The word of the Lord emote hia heart on Mon- 
day, ud ho is now in great anguish of mind. When 
■t Hr. Fawkinder's, 1 saw him walking about the 
bull, and went to him. He enlrcaled me to pardon 
Ihe inaults he hadofTercd to me at Mr. Morse's, up- 

L waniB of two years previous, and begged that I would 

L 
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pray with him. I did. He roared in the agotty of fcif 
•oul." 

From the period that Mr. Black began to preach, he 
felt the inconvenience of not having brought to ther 
work those superior literary acquirements, and habittf 
of intellectual discipline which, in union with truer 
piety, are alike useful and ornamental to a minister of 
Christ. Prompted by a sense of his deficiency in thi» 
respect, and by an ardent thirst for mental improve^ 
ment, he for some time entertained the idea of spend- 
ing a year or two at the school which the Rev. Joba 
Wesley had founded at Kingswood for the education 
of the Preachers' sons. Accordingly, towards the 
close of the preceding year, he wrote Mr. Wesley on 
the subject, eamdetly requesting him at the same time, 
to send Missionaries to Nova Scotia. The apparent 
abruptness, with which Mr. Wesley (in the commence- 
ment of his reply, which we subjoin) answers an in- 
quiry proposed by Mr. Black, is quite characteristic of 
the admirable man who, on being asked how he ac- 
complished so much, said, ^ I am always in haste, but 
never in a hurry J 

Semper ad eventom festinat, et in medias rei, 
Noa seeds ac notas, audttorem rapit. — Horace.* 

" London, Feb. 26, 1785, 
*^'Mt Dear Brother, 

*^ I did indeed very strongly expostulate with the 
Bishop of London, concerning his refusing to ordain a 
pious man, although he had not learning, while he or- 
dained others that to my knowledge, had no piety, and 
but a moderate share of learning, I incline to think 

* He always hastens to the event ; and hurries a^-ay bis reader 
into interesting circmnstances, as if they were triready known ^ 



IkM letter will appear in public some time hence. Our 
nrxt Confereace will begiu ■□ July ; aud I have great 
hnpes we shall be then able to send you assialance. 
One of our preachers informs me he is willing to go to 
aiiy ptirt of Africa or America. He does not regard 
danger or toil : nor iiidecd does he count his life deEir 
unto himself, so that he may teisliry thcgoBpcl of the 
grace of God, and win sinners to Chrial. But I cannot 
•d*ise aoy person to go alone. Our Lord sent his dis- 
eipled two and two. And I do ool despair of finding 
•DoiJtcr young ina», oa much devotetl to God as he. 

" Tile antinomian you mention ought to bo guardnl 
■gainst, with all possible diligence ^ otherwise he will 
do mure hurt in one year than he can do good in 
twptily. And it is well if he that calls himself Lady 
Uuntingdon's Preacher, does not do as much hurt as 
be. Of Calvinism, Mysiicii«ra, and Antiuomianiam, 
have a care ; for they are the bane of true religion ; 
and one or other of them, has been the grand hin- 
drance of tlio work of God, wherever it has broke out. 
If you cotne over to England, we shall make room for 
you al Kingswood. Pence Up with all your spirits. 
" 1 am, my dear Brother, 

" Your affectionate Brother, 

"John WesLtr.'' 

The person whom Mr. Wesley designates an anli- 
nomiftn was Mr. Alline ; and there is reason lo fear 
that the prophetic allusion to the unhallowed tendency 
I of the principles he disseminated has been verified by 

m I)m ereni. In ihis day of evangelical enterprise «nd 

I aefaiovoment, when the undccaying tiee, planted by 

I Wesley himself, is rapidly expanding its branches and 

■ Kaitcrlog its healing leaves in all the different ijuarters 



of the globe ; when hundreds of n 
ready in the field, and hundreds more only await the 
opeoinga of providence to follow in their train ; it is 
truly heart-stirring to reflect, that only half a century 
ago, CTcn Mr. Wesley deemed it a proof of extraor- 
dinary piety and zeal in any young man, to be willing 
to carry the gospel message to foreign lands. 

A scene took place about this time at the house of 
Mr. Donkin, which to us appears susceptitile of ex- 
planation only on the principle of demoniacal in- 
fluence ; but of which we shall leave the reader to form 
his own judgmenl, after furnishing the facts of tha 
caac in Mr. Black's own words, aiid his brief reflec- 
tions upon them. 

" Feburary 18lh.— While I was at Mr. Donkin's, 
young Sherman came in, and began to talk in a very 
luacripturel manner about being led by the Spirit. &. 
friend who was present kindly cautioned him ; but it 
wets to no purpose. Like other enthusiasts he was 
Above being taught. He afGnned that he spoke by tho 
-Spirit of the eternal God, and that she was peisecul- 
rag that Spirit. She (old him it was far from her 
design or desire to persecute any one, but she feared 
some were led by another spirit ; and that the word of 
God was the rule by which we ought to try the spirits. 
After they had conversed for some time, I related tho 
cose of George Bell, in England, as it is described in 
Mr. Wesley's Journal ; and abo that of another per- 
son of whom I had heard. It struck him. He threw 
himself on the floor and cried aloud, — ' I am undone ! 
I am undone !' ! said 'No ! there is no need for this. 
Only seek the Lord, and abide by his word. He is 
still able and willing to save.' Ho sat down on a 
bench, grinning and gnashing his teeth. It appeared 
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tevtdeni to me, ihat he waa undur the influence of an 
evil TpiriL I (ell od my knees b; his side, and began 
to pray, ImrnediRtely, as if poascssed by all tbe furies 
tif (be pit, be Jumped (Void bis seat — raised bis hands, 
and begnii to scratch me down the back, as if he would 
have torn off my coal, Mrs. D, wasgreatly alarmed, 
CRU^t her infant in her arms, and ran screaming out 
oTthe bailee, leaving him, and me, alone. — He would 
tamelimos bark like a dog, and at others, jump, 
■wnp, and make hideoua noises ; imitating tbe Indians 
when they invoke the infernal powers ; this he did all 
round the room. Anon, he would shoul, mingling 
iriih his screams lorms of the most bitter disdain and 
vxecrtble blasphemy against Jesus ChrtdC. I found his 
dgaign was, ifjiossible, to stop my praying; thinking 
ha would iben have power (o seize me. But 1 was 
peculiarly assisted lo wrestle with (he Lord ; and I 
•ontinucd praying until he became as quiet as a lamb, 
knch by my side, and begun to pmy. I then stopped. 
He aAerwards told me, that his wish was to have torn 
Wit my eyes, or to have killed me, but that after he 
had proceeded a certain length, there was nothing 
mora thai he had power to do. — licence we may learn, 
!«. The devil's malice, 3d. The prevalence of prayer, 
nnd 3d. Tbc value and necessity of the fiJble. 

" Friday, 3l9L— I visited one of the soldiers in tho 
gwriaoa, whuni GihI has lately awakened. He calbi 
night and day for mercy. [ pointed him to ' the Cruci- 
fied i' nnd earnestly exhorted him never lo rest till the 
utger of the Lord was turned away. He ia in the midst 
of devouring lions, who use the most horrid impreca- 
ilou while he is praying. The devil is alarmed for 
hi> kingdom, lest his subjects should desert his stand- 
■Id. Tbe Commanilant ia greatly exaaperaled, and 



■we«rB ' Not one of the MethodisU aba.Il go near him ; 
f^ they are going to the devil with their religion.' 
While I was io the hoBpitai I talked to several, enforc- 
.. ing the necessity of conversion. Some assented to the 
truth of what I said ; but others derided me. Surely 
this place id another Sodom. 

" March 9th. — While I was preaching ot the Dutch 
settlement, one or two fell down, wringing their bands, 
and apparently in deepdiatress. Aa soon as I closed 
my sermon, one came up to rae, and charged me with 
having preached false doctrine. 1 a^ed, wherein I He 
Haul, ' In asserting that the sacraments aj^e nothing.' 1 
replied, ' 1 believe them to be ordinances of God, and 
therefore neither to be despised nor neglected ; still, 
though ;ou were to receive them a thousand times, if 
you die without being bom again, you can never see 
the kingdom of God. They are means of grace, and 
ought to be used with reierence to this end. We must 
not build on them, but on Chriit, the sure foundation.* 
He maintained that we ought to build on them, because 
Christ has eaid, ' He that eateth my flesh and drink- 
eth my blood, dwelleth in me and I in him.' I explain- 
ed the terms as describing those who live by faith on 
the Son of God ; and intimated that us many who eat 
the bread and drink the wine in the sacrament, go to 
hell after all, it is plain those words of our Saviour 
cannot be understood of merely receiving the outward 
elements. He accused tnc of undervaluing the eacra- 
menta now, and said, he thought it likely we would, by 
and by, throw them aside altogether. 1 assured him, 
Uie conclusion was not the oSitpring of our doctrine, 
but of his own groimdiess fears, 

" Thursday, S2d of May, I set sail from Halifax for 
LaHave, and arrived the following day in time to get 
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ihe people leather for meeting, I preached from, 
■ If the trampet give an uncertain sound, who shall pre- 
pttrv liiinself for ihe battle ?' Afler having preached 
leu Liiuea to them, many of them accompanied me to 
the shore, where we had bd affecting parting. I Iruiit 
not a few of them will have cause to hleaa God for my 
coming. Some at least seemed iletcrmined to seek Goil 
US the centre and source of happiness. I sailed for Li- 
verpool, where we arrived about four o^clock in the af' 
temoon, and a little ol^er seven we bad about three 
luindred to hear. 

" Friday 30tb.— 1 preached at the Falls from, ' How 
•tull I give thee up, Ephraim l' God was amongRt 
tu, BOOM were afiected to tears ; and one cried aloud 
for merey. In ihe forenoon of the following day I 
hod lo lament many wandering?, even when engaged 
in prayer ; but iu the aAer part of the day I was sweet- 
ly i«fV««heii. I preached in the ineoting house in the 
svening. Several here are waiting for the consoloEion 
of Israel. 

" Sunday, June 1st. — The Rev. Mr. Frazer preach- 
ed in the meeting bouse twice, and 1 once. At noon a 
mnlliluiie of persona followed me to Mr. Smith's ; the 
bauae was pretty well filled, and the Lafd was in the 
BiUsi of U8. Many were deeply couvlneodof sin, and 
many were exceedingly happy, praising the Lord. — 
Ob Monday i preached on the east aide of the river ; 
■od oh t what a meeting. The power of the Lord 
wm> miincntly present. God is known in Salem ', his 
Kuue ia great in Israel. 1 think there were about 
a <'r}'ing out in groat anguish uf sou) i while 
dfen were shouting for joy. Such affecting heart- 
reru uttered by one, my ears 09ver 
'.' she vebciiwiitly cried, ' oh ! what shall 
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• I do ' to be saved ? O my Jesus ! My Jesus ! WliftC 
shall I do — ^what shall I do to be saved ?' and she con- 
tinued thus for the space of two hours. — In the eyea-' 
ing I preached at the meeting house ; this also was a 
solemn time. After the meeting, some wanted me to 
go this way, and some that ; their entreaties were so 
importunate, and yet so opposite, that I was involved 
in much perplexity. I concluded to go over the river 
to brother Dean's. We kneeled on the shoroj prayed 
and parted with those who could not accompany ns. 
Those who conveniently could, went over the river 
with us, to whom I proposed that we should spend 
part of the night in prayer. The power of God de- 
scended upon the people ; cries, groans, or rejoicing 
were on evety hand. Thus it continued till about one 
o'clock in the morning, soon after which we retired. 

" Tuesday 3d. — I expected to have left for Shel- 
btime this morning, but was unavoidably detained. I 
crossed the river to Mr. Smith's ; presently a number 
of people assembled, and the power of God was mani- 
fested on this occasion also. I preached in the evening 
at the Falls ; and God sent his word to the hearts of 
those present. One gentleman from Stratford, in Con- 
necticut, was powerfully awakened. Oh ! with what 
earnestness did he plead for mercy for two or three 
hours, with little or no intermission. Blessed be God, 
these are reviving days to me. ! glory be to God in 
the highest !" The next day Mr. Black received the 
following note from the individual to whom he refers 
in the preceding extract. — " Edmund Darrow, a stran- 
ger to a saving interest in Christ, begs an interest in 
your prayers to Almighty God, for the deliverance of 
his soul ; and should Mr. Black visit New England, I 
ghould be glad to wait upon him at my bouse, weiCera 
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pan of Conneciicut." In coitDeciioQ with this esprei- 
•ion of his feeliogs, Mr. Blauk insertH in his Journal n 
notice of his death, which took place under painful 
cireuoutances. Soon after he was convinced of sin, it 
•^wBra he obtained the blessing of peace with God, 
asd zealously exhorted all lo make their calling and 
ekclioo sure. He was drowned the following year in 
the ailetnpt to enter Liverpool (N, S.) harbour in a. 
Rtorm. 

" Thursdny 5ih. — [ sailed for Shelbume, where wo 
foand ourselves in safety the next day. Our hearts 
wsro gladdened by the sight of some of our friends 
(ram York, jmti set down in the midst of these barrxn 
woods, with uot a single house in the town. It rained 
profuBoly all night. Brother Barry, in whose tent I 
■oppod, sat up all night, and insisted that I should lio 
down. 

"Saaday 8th. — We put np notices on some of the 
leou, announcing preaching for eleven o'clock, three in 
the afternoon, and six in the evening. On Monday I 
preached again. While I was praying, a person came 
up in the garb of a gentleman, cursing and swearing 
that wliat I said was a d — il lie ; and threatening if [ 
did not noase lo knock me ilown. He demanded, ' By 
irtiBl Rutboriiy do yim preach ?' and addressing the 
anilieace, added, ' he is an impostor, ho has no au- 
ifaorjty to preach.' I said, surely Sir, I have as much 
autliority to preach, aa you have to swear, and sport 
with the tremendous name of the great Judge, who 
I will by no means bold him guiltless that tuketh his 

I tnrned with two servants of ihe devil, more sturdy 

I dMM bioMelf. They cttme on like the mad bulla of 

I Itl hui ; their muulha were full of blatipbemies ami 
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mwfbd imprecations. Their obfect was to tear mm 
down, but the people would not suffer them to touch 
me. One of them, swearing he could preach as well 
«8 I, mounted the stump of a tree, and poured forth a 
flood of oaths. I thus accosted him ; ' Friend, I wish 
you well ; my soul pities you ; you know you are fight- 
ing against God ; your own conscience condenmsyou. 
But remember, you and I must shortly stand at the bar 
of God. And how, oh how will you meet me there ?' 
He seemed impressed for a moment ; and then hard- 
ening his heart, he uttered a few more oaths, and with 
his colleagues went off and left me to finish my dis- 
course without any further trouble. During the ser- 
mon, one man from the skirts of the congregation, 
threw a stone at me with great force, which had it 
struck me, would probably have carried death with it. 
But as I saw it, I was enabled to elude it, and it passed 
me with great violence but without injury. Blessed 
be God for his marcy ! The disturbance only had the 
effect of bringing more to hear, several of whom ap- 
peared concerned for their souls. 

" Saturday Slst. — I preached twice at Liverpool, 
both seasons of comfort ; and spent the evening with 
a few. friends at Mr. Smith's in religious exercises. 
Among those who were much affected on the oc- 
casion, one young woman was very happy. She prais- 
ed God in a wonderful manner, and exhorted all 
around to seek an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ. — 
Fart of this day I could rejoice in the Lord, and dur- 
ing the whole of it, I longed to be unreservedly con- 
eecrated to his glory. Yet I did not experience suiih 
fiweet sensations of divine love as I have in some past 
periods enjoyed, and long again to feel. O my Lord, 
give me to love thee alone ! Take away every rivtl. 
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O l«l mc spend my latest breach in pFoi;laiming thy 
love. Gladlf would I din as soon as my last meseago 
ia delivered. Deaih i^ do terror to me ; it appears in- 
fiDi'tel; desirable when I feel thy love." This visit t» 
Lirerpool lived in Mr. Black's memory as one of tha 
moet pleasiog rcminiacences of his useful unrecr. The 
few days ho remained in thftt place were full of labour 
UkI (iillof consolnlioti. Many were aroused to Bcriou» 
oonceni for their eouls, and a goodly number found 
peace with God. Thence he repaired to Halifax, and 
■A«r preaching a few times there, went to Windsor 
OB the Ist of July. 

We have aJreiidy hnd repeated occasion to obs«rva 
tbo deep and affectionate solicitude felt by Mr. Black 
to maintain if possible a friendly inlorcourso with Mr. 
AUiuc, from a persuasion that with all that was ei- 
eaptionahle in his doctrinal views, there was associated 
■itwere love to the Saviour, ami an ardent zeal for tho 
«B(MiMion of his kingdom. This aolicilude wse iif 
enaBed on learning that Mr. AMIiie was seriously ill j 
uui he was not without hope that under such circum- 
muktum, the expression of the Bcntimcnts of his heart, 
bf «li«iting a reciprocation of Christian love, would 
l«ad tn a favorable result, With this object and anli- 
dpHian he aildreased to him the following letter. 

"Windsor, July 4lh, I78S. 
"Ok*! BaoTHCi, 
" I hear you are vety ill in body, but I trust hnppjt 
hi loul, rejoicing in tho sweet Lord Jesus. Since I 
■■vr you I hnve been at Liverpool, proclaiining iha 
htv* of Christ to lost sinners ; and blessed be God wn 
hkvs had happy and delightful days. On my first ar> 
rival ibnjt appeared dull, having been without preach- 
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tag for some time. But soon ihe fire began to kin- 
dle. I know uot that I ever heard more heort-piercing 
oriea, aa well (ram the young as the old. The people 
of God too, were exceedingly liappy ; praising him fi)r 
bis wonderful goodness to ihe children of men. Their 
O'iei and praiaea ascended for hours together, ao that 
Bometiines onr meetings did not break up till one in 
the morning. Truly (he Lord rained down the manna 
(jf his love in gracious showers ; anil eereraj declared 
with joy that they found the pearl of great price. 

*' The people at Liverpool are all well, and most of 
ihem happy. They long to see you again ; nod I as- 
sure you I rejoice to find that the Lord has owned 
your labours amongst them, and 1 trust he will con- 
tinue to do BO until he calls you hence. Although we 
differ in sentiment, let as manifest our love to each 
other. I always admired your gifts and graces, and. 
ofTectionately loved your person, although I could 
never receive your peculiar opinions. But shall we 
on this account destroy the work of God i God for- 
Ud t May the Lord take away all bigotry, and fill us 

twith pure, genuine, catholic love ! Wishing you 
God's speed in every work to which the Lord calb 
you, 1 conclude with, When it is well with thee, re- 
member me. 
" William Black." 
■■ 
que 
leib 
that 
Ihin 



To the preceding letter was subjoined a P. S. re- 
questing Mr. A. to lay aside all reserve in future, and 
favor him with his frequent correspondence. But the 
letter and the request were alike treated with indifTer- 
n their next interview Mr. A. said to him 
that he believed he (Mr, B.) had never known any 
thingofasavingchange ofbeart. This, wecannoi help 



BBf. WILLIAM BLACE. 



109 

declaration uttered in 
the temerity of the moment, of which his calmer judg- 
ment could not apou reflection approve. How niis- 
ehievoua is the influence of bigotry ! Well does the 
Mint)]' Fletcher designate it, a holy dtvit. May the 
Spirit of the Lord purgb bis church from this insidious 
■nd perradlng leaven ! Then, and Dot till then, shall 
tb« wtadom from above nppear arrayed in oil her at- 
uoctire attributes \ and by their union and symmetry 
eoDalitute the church once more (he mansion of peace 
and concord, commanding the universal admiration of 



While Mr. Black cultivated the amicable spirit to- 
waids Hr. Al line, exemplified in theabovecommunics- 
rion, he was bo ^ally concerned at witnessing the dif- 
fU»ive influence with whic;h his unscripiurai principles 
were operating In different parts of the country, that 
be furnished Mr. Wesley with a stntement of them, 
■nd entreated hini lo write a brief refutation of them. 
But Hr. We«ley was doing a great work, and could 
Dot como down ; in addition to which, he deliberately 
ibongbt ihftt any public notico of Mr. AUinc's system, 
(if mich it may be called,) would only give it the more 
importannc and notoriety, and thereby, instead of 
dMcking it, contribute, more probably, to ita wider 
un. Mr. Wesley's letter in answer to the 
>arB ihe impress of his singular wisdom and 



" LoNDOii, July I3th, 1783. 

•• Mt Dii 

" It la a rule with mo to oniwer all the letters which 

Inceive. If. therefore, you hove not receitedao an- 
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swer to every letter which you have written, it mast 
be, either that your letter or my ao&wer has been utter-^ 
cepted. 

^^ I do not wonder at all that after that great and ex-^ 
traordinary work of God there should be a remai^ble 
decay* So we have found it in almost all places.^ A 
swift increase is generally followed by a decrease 
equally swift. All we can do to prevent it, is con^ 
tinually to exh(H*t all who have tasted that the Lord ia 
gracious, to remember our Lord^s words, ^ Wateh and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation.' 

" Mr. Alline may have wit enough to do hurt ; but I 
fear he will never have wit enough to do good. He is 
very far from being a man of sound understanding f 
but he has been dabbling in mystical writers, in mat' 
ters which are too high for him,^ far above hisconqn-e-^ 
hensioD. I dare not waste my time in answering sucb 
miserable jargon.^ I have better work.« But I have 
sent you (with other books) two volumes of Mr. Law's 
works, which contain all that Mr. Alline would teach 
if he could ; only it is the gold purged from the dross ^ 
whereas he would give you the gold and dross shi^ed 
together. I do not advise you ever to name bis name 
in public, (although in private you must warn our bre- 
thren) but go on your way exactly as if there were no 
such person in the world. 

'^ The school at Kingswpod is exceeding fcdl ; never^ 
theless there shall be room for yem. And it is very 
probable if you should live to return to Halifax, you 
may carry one or more preachers with you. I will 
order Mr. Atley to send the books yon sent for, to our 
German brethren. I hope you will live as brethreur 
and have a free and open intercourse with each olber*. 
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1 commend yoa lo Him who is able to make yoii per- 
fect. Biablish, settle you ; and am, 
"My Dear Brother, 

" Your affectionate Brother, 

"JoBNWESLEr," 

Mr. Black was peculiarly happy In having, duriDg 
the early years of hia ministry, in the revered founder 
«f Methodism, a counsellor and a friend so eminently 
qualified (him bis profound nnd various knowledge, 
nnd particularly from hia experience in connection with 
ifae viuik of God, forsolonga series of years, lo afford 
him the inoat judicious advice in perplexity, and to 
ou^oft the mosi appropriate topics of consolation un- 
der the disappoiatmem of some of his cherished hopes. 
To bint, therefore, be unbosomed himself on all oc- 
casiaoB of cmbarrasamem, with the confiding affection 
Had ingenuousness of a son ; and it is impossible to 
•ay what amount of influence, the maxima of wisdom 
■ul paternal admonitions thus elicited, exerted on the 
furmationorMr. Black's ministerial character. There 
ran exist no doubt that the course which Mr. Wesley 
meoRiinended to hia adoption, in reference to what 
WB» at this time the greatest source of uneasiness to 
the currency that Mr. AUinc's opinjons received 
B the popularity of his talents and the awaken- 
puwer of his ministry — was much more likely to 
r influence than the most luminous and 
eotieliuive refutation of ibein, whether from the pul- 
pto or Ih« press. But the subject weighed heavily on 
Mr. Black's mind ; and before, it would seem, the pr«- 
cnliaf Idler came to hand, he again respectfully 
orfBd upon Mr. Wesley the teak of wielding hin acute 
ami powerful pen against those troublesome and i«r- 



1 12 MEMoiKB or 1 

nicious errors, — an applicntion, however, nhicb drew 
from liim the declnratian that his polemical ilaya wera 
ended. If the reader entertains the dame appreciation 
of that nevcr'lo-be-forgotten minister of Jesus, as itw 
biographer does, he would feol a aenHible disappoial- 
ment at the suppression or even abridgement of anj 
production of his mind, hovrever small. Assunung 
this to t>e the case, I therefore give the letter in full. 



" I am glad you have given a little assistance to 
our brethren at Halifax, and along the Coast. There 
is no charity under Heaven to be compared to this, — 
the bringing light to the poor Heathens that are call- 
ed Christians ; but nevertheless still sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death. I am in great hopes that sonio 
of the emigrants from New York are really olive to 
Gud. And if so, they will be every way a valuable 
acquisition to the province where their lot is now cast. 
This may be one of the gracious designs of God'a 
Providence in bringing them from their native coimtry. 
And if they not only themselves grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, but are like- 
wise happy itiBtruments in his hand of imparting that 
knowledge to others, they will have unspeakable rea- 
■OD to praise God, both in time and in eternity. 

" There is no part of Calvinism or Antinomianiim 
which is not fully answered in some part of our writ- 
ings ; particularly in the " Preservative from Umet- 
tied Notions in Religion." I have no more to do with 
answering books. It will be sufficient if you recom- 
mend to Mr. Alline's friends, some of (he tracts that 
are already written. As to himself, 1 fear he is wise* 
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ini his own eyes than seven men that can render a rea- 
son. Therefore I have no hope of his being convinced 
till death opens his eyes. 

" The work of God goes on with a steady pace in 
various parts of England. But still the love of many 
will wax cold, while many others are continually added 
to supply their place. In the west of England, in 
Lancashire and in Yorkshire, God still mightily makes 
bare his arm. He convinces many, justifies many, 
and many are perfected in love. 

<* My great advice to those who are united together, 
is, Let brotherly love continue ! See that ye fall not 
out by the way ! Hold the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace ! Bear ye one another's burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ ! 
" I am, 

" Your afiTectionate Brother, 

" John Wesley." 

May the salutary and important monition with 
which this letter closes be indelibly graven upon the 
minds of all the followers of Him, who was meek and 
lowly in heart ! Whilst this coalescence of spiritual 
affection is, to those whom it animates, grateful as the 
odoriferous oiLthat descended upon Aaron's head and 
flowed to the skirts of his robe, it directly tends to 
augment by concentration the efficiency of their efforts 
to promote the salvation of souls, and the glory of 
their common Lord. Few, it may be here remarked, 
have been more eminently distinguished for the culti- 
vation of an affectionate and conciliatory spirit than 
Mr. Black. Always disposed to put the most favour- 
able construction upon actions of doubtful character, 
and deprecating as an evil of no common magnitude 

L 8 
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the alienation of brethren in Chri8t> be conscientiously 
and sedulously guarded alike against giving, and 
taking offence ; and whenever misunderstandings oc« 
curred among any of the objects of his pastoral charge, 
he was as ready to assume, as he wa^ admirably fitted 
to discharge, the office of a peace-maker. Endowed 
,with a singular degree of prudence and self-control, 
which were hallowed by Christian principle and ma- 
tured by experience, he often succeeded, by seasonable 
interference, in extinguishing the kindling fires of dis- 
cord, when many a minister of equally pure inten- 
tions, but of a less calculating and deliberative turn of 
mind, might by indiscretion have fomented instead of 
allayed, the evil. No man, probably, in the course of 
so long a life, ever more rarely inverted the order of 
nature and reason, by putting action before thought. 

But it is time to return to his Journal. Under date 
of the ISth of September he records an impressive 
case of conversion which illustrates at once the obliga- 
tion and the incentive of the apostolic injunction, — 
" In meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves ; if God peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth." — "During this 
visit it was that Mrs. Card, of Horton, found peace 
with God. She had formerly been an opposer ; but 
was now on a bed of affliction, and in great distress 
of mind, terribly agitated with the fear of death. For 
three weeks, she told me, she had not had above three 
nights' sleep. I endeavoured to improve the oppor- 
tunity, by pressing upon her mind the nature and ne- 
cessity of the new-birth, and of justification by faith. 
I asked permission to pray with her ; and while we 
were on our knees, the Lord manifested Himself in 
mercy to her soul. She broke out in transports of 
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prni«e, Mying, ' O ! 1 &m id ihe bosom of Jesus ! 1 am 
ia the bosom of Jeeua ! O ! tbe fear of bell is now 
{.rone '■ i( is gone ! ! fear not hell ! I fear not death !' 
AddresEing her husband, she exclajtned, ' Oh ! my 
denr '. my soul was overwhelmed within me, but the 
Lord bus delirered me ! O I am happy ! I am happy !' 
■' About this lime also," he continues, "' sister Scott 
of Windsor had a remarkable visitation. She haJ had 
a very dangerous travail ; doctors and friends despair- 
ed of her life. At first her mind was beclouded ; sU 
•enaible comfort was suspended. A deep sense of her 
un&ithfulDess exceedingly depressed her. But her 
beloTod soon appeared ! and the gloom was so eoni' 
pletely dispersed, that 

<NalH cloud did ariie, 
TadiirhcalheskiM, 
Or hide Tor a momeni. her Lord Trom her cyn.' 

lici whole soul seemed filled with heaven and God. 
Har joy was indeed unspeakable and full uf glory, 
Waali as she was, she could not refrain from exhort- 
ing all around her, and breaking out in rapturous ez- 
pmrions of triumph." 

In the full of this year Mr. Black visited for the firsl 
tine, Prinue Edward Island, (then called tbn Island 
of St. John) at the uamest and repealed request of 
Hr. Benjamin Chappel, by whom he was gladly re- 
reived ' ill the name of a prophet.' This eccentric, 
but trttly pious and upright man, had been for a num- 
ber of years n nutmbcr of the Methodist Society in 
BngUod i and told me I think, in tbe only interview I 
rv«r had with him, in the year 1S23, that he bad oflen 
Men and beard the venerable founder of Methodism. 
H* WM at that peiiod bending over the tomb under 
Ihe mccniiiDlaied iafirmities of extreme old age, but 
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iremarkaUy clear and collected in mind ; ready^ after a 
life of irreproachable godliness, to be offered up ; and 
awaiting, not only without fear, but in joyful anticipa- 
tion, the time of his departure from earth. — ^Mr. Black 
remained about a fortnight in the Island; The greater 
portion of the time was spent in Charlotte Town ; Imt 
he also preached two or three times at St. Peter's ; in 
neither place, however, were his labours attended with 
any animating tokens of efficiency. He sighed in 
spirit over the people, because of the hardness of their 
hearts, lamenting that, with few exceptions, they ap<« 
peared total strangers to the nature of true religion,—- 
the inward kingdom of " righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost*" 

A sudden attack of illness on his return home from 
the Island, excited apprehensions that his earthly ca-^ 
reer was destined soon to close. But the prospect en- 
gendered no mental perturbation. Divine solace was 
opportunely imparted ; and Instead of deprecating tfaie 
not improbable event, he says, " It was my earnest 
prayer that if my usefulness was done, I might then 
finish my course and go to Him whom I loved supreme- 
ly, though not perfectly. Blessed be God ! death has 
long since lost to me his terror and his sting. Many 
times the thoughts of it have made my heart to leap 
within me. At one time in particular when the Indians 
rose and made a number of people prisoners at Mira- 
michi, and it was reported they were about to destroy 
all the friends of Government in Cumberland ; — at the 
news of this my heart rejoiced within me ; for I knew 
I had a mansion in heaven, a house beyond their reach, 

* That palace of angels and God.' 
On my passage from the Island I fainted, and fell with 
great violence on deck. But for the main boom I should 
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hftce fallen into ibc sea. Blessed be God whose rar« 
■■ cnminually over me !" 

Wo now ajiproach the memorable period in Mr. 
Black's hiator}' when he formed that matrimonial al- 
liance wbtch, for nearly half a century, was to him not 
nierely a 

" PgrpetDal rodauin ofdolaetlic ineela," 

but SDbserrient in a very eminent dcp^e (o hie in- 
flnenca and usefulneaa in the church of God. The 
manner in which he took this important step was pe- 
^ttliariy marked by that Christian prudence which 
formed a prominent trait of his character. Aware, 
thai in a minister of Christ, a uaion eo intimnle and 
■nfluentia] must, necessarily, operate either as a pain- 
ful drawback, or as a source of exhilaration, in the 
diwbargo of his momentous responsibilities ; and dif- 
fiJent of his own judgment in a matter thai involved 
bit ft^ciions, he endeavoured by earnest and impor- 
luoste prayer for divine direction, and a UelitwrBlive 
aniicipation of consequences, to ascertain satisfactorily 
iha path of duty, before be advanced. The piety and 
pfVCaution with which he entered into the matrimo- 
oUl state will be best apprehended by an entry made 
in his Journal on that occasion : — " For some time 
preriouB 1 had had thoughts of marriage. At first I 
n^ooted the thought as a temptation. I hod nut (he 
leut acruple but that it nas lawful fur a minister tn 
murf i but as all things lawful are not expedient, I 
ftaiwd lest I should do my own will, and not the will 
of Heaven. I prayed again and again that the Lord 
wpnld take awny the <lciire if it was not his will ; and 
longed ralherto die, than oSend Him. I advised with 
tay principal friends. They npproved the dusigii. 
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Yet still I feared. I solemnly cried to the Lord ; and 
oflen did I spread my cause before Him, beseeching 
that he would not permit the blind to go out of the 
way. At length, one day, after solemn prayer, I con- 
cluded (believing it to be the will of God,) to gire my 
hand to Mary Gay of Cumberland ; and on the 17th of 
February, 1784, we were united in holy matrimony. 
We found it a solemn time ; and we both gave our- 
selves to the Lord and his service." — On n nnion 
formed upon such principles, and in entering into 
which the parties were animated with views so elevat- 
ed and holy, and with a mutual persuasion— the re- 
sults not of first impression, but of mature thought and 
importunate prayer— that they gave themselves to each 
other by the will of God, Providence could not fail 
to shed its selectest blessings. Marriage is a divine 
institute ; and it emanated from the wisdom and bene- 
volence, as well as from the authority of God. He 
saw that, with the social nature He had given man, 
his happiness would have been incomplete if doomed 
to a state of solitude ; He saw that " it was not good 
for man to be alone." As an additional evidence of His 
benignity he therefore provided an help-meet for him, 
a companion endued with the same intellectual capa- 
cities, with accordant social susceptibilities, and the 
heir and expectant with himself, of the same rever- 
sionary and immortal bliss. This interesting relation 
has not, it is true, in the sad reverse that has taken 
place in man's condition, escaped the blighting conse- 
quences of sin : yet is it still benevolent in its design, 
and when hallowed by devout and intelligent reference, 
(as in the case we have been contemplating,) to the 
glory of God, most beneficent, also, in its tendenejf. 
To those who marry " in the Lord," iUs of all earthly 
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the richest enjoymeDi, and the 
eflectoal lepiiive of the sorrows inseparable rrom 
the conditioa of mortality. If ibey who approach llie 
bymeoeal altur with light and precipitous footstep, 
wilboul any recog[iiti<Hi of the will of God, or any 
view but which terminates in the present transient 
Mene, find marriage, instead of realising their fairy 
viaiona, to prove a source of infelicity, ilie blame is 
nttributable only to iheir own irreligion and folly. 

" Domestic liappincu, Iboo only bliti 
or Plradiie ihal Last eurvired ihi fall ! 
Thou art noi knonn wlifre plraeiire it adored, 
That neliog goddcii with ibe zoneleu mii>l.'* 

A larger ponion of thia vestige of primeval beppines? 
timn that Btyoycd by Mr. Block through a long scries 
orfjrears, has rarely, we believe, fallen to the lot of ony 
inilindaa]. Were we indeed to affirm that no man 
was eror more felicttons in the choice of acompanion 
Girlife, those who knew her best are the very last from 
wbomweBbould anticipate the charge of exuggeraiion. 
In tbe BUbse<juent pages of our narrative we shall often 
IttTe occasion to notice the superior excellence of her 
ebaracter ; but it is due to the rare aesenibiage of eeti- 
nmbia (jualitiea vrith which she was adorned, not to 
pus iheni over in ailence in this place. Of those qua- 
U&M, tbe most importantwerc the product of the re- 
iMwiDg Spirit of God ; and the rest which were essen- 
lialtothe symmetry of her character, received a value 
and a lustre from the grace with which she was abun- 
dantly endued, which they could not oibcrvrise have 
IMMMaKcd. — HcT conversion to God was clear and de- 
eUod } and it would be difficult to si'lect from the an- 
aalf of religious biography an instance of one who, fur 
L an etual period of lime, exhibited a brighter or mure 



1 



L 



120 URUOinS OF THE 

beauciful and uniform esnmple of Christian piety. 
Uaequivocal evidence of her decision was given, id 
her asaociating herself with tho Methodist Societjr at 
a time when it was despised and calutnaiated, notwith' 
standing tho tijgh respectabilitj and remonstrancea of 
her familj ; and still more, in becoming the wife of a 
Methodist Minister. Actuated bj the faith of him who 
esteemed " the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
all the treasures of Egypt," there was no earthly dia- 
tinetioQ she was unwilling to forego, no temporal pri- 
vation she was not ready to sustain, for conscience' sake. 
In whatever aspect we contemplate hor virtues, they 
present an attractive evolution of the best principles of 
natm^ and of grace. To her husband she was most 
tenderly attached ; his wishes she anticipated with all 
the sagacity and promptitude of devoted afiection; his 
•orrows she alleviated by sympathy, and his pleasures 
she heightened by participation. She fully entered alao 
into his ministerial solicitudes and obligations ; in the 
chamber of affliction, and among the poor of his charga 
she afforded him unobtrusive, but most efficient aid. 
Her maternal character was not less exemplary. One 
of her sons now living has stated, that it was her prac* 
tico when any of her children had been guilty of some 
grosser act of disobedience, whether to divine or pa- 
rental authority, to take the little culprit to a private 
room, and there, after administering appropriate ad- 
monition, and, if necessary, corporal chastisement, to 
engage in earnest and afTectionate prayer with the de- 
linquent, who seldom failed to leave the aparttnent 
without a tender consciousness of guilt, and resolvea 
of amendment in future. Whilst thus distinguished 
by the conscientious discharge of responsibihtiea of 
paramount obligation, she was tiot inallentivc to the 
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iliitiea of a subordinate class. The order of her house 
{■reseDied al all limes a. pattern of neatness, economy 
and comforl. 

But, if I would exhibit an accurate delineation of 
Mi8. Black's character, I must borrow the pencil, or 
rather the portrait, of inspiration. So truly was So- 
lomon's graphic and inimitable oppreciatton of the vlr- 
tuouB wife exemplified in her spirit and deportment, 
that it rosy wcU be doubted whether It could be read 
by any who were well acquainted with her, without 
wggesting, by an immediate association of ideas, her 
image to their minda ; " Who can find a virtuous wo- 
mou ^ for her price is far above rubies. The heart of 
her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall 
hare no need of spoil. She will do him good and not 
evil all the days of her life. She layeih her hands to 
the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She strotch- 
(rlb forth her hands to the poor ; yoa, she stretcheth 
forth her hands to the needy. Her husband is known 
in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the 
ttod. Strength and honour arc her clothing ; and she 
■bttll rejoice in time to cotoe. She openeth herniouth 
widl wisdom, and in ber tongue Is the law of kindness. 
She lookelb well to tbe ways of her household, anil 
oBteth not the bread of idleness. Her children rise up 
mad ooll her blessed ; her husband also, and he praiseth 
ber. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou 
tt them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is 
It a wotuan that fcarolb the Lord, ebo shall be 
Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let 
n works praise Imr in tlio gatt-s.'" 

* Provcrbi ixni. 



CHAPTER VI. 

MR. BLACK KELIN<ini8HES THE IDEA OF GOING T<f 
EINGSWOOD — HIS LITERARY ATTAINMENTS— ^MR. 
WESLEY'S FIRST LETTER TO HIM AFTER HIS MAR- 
RIAGE STATE OF RELIGION AT SHELBURNE AND 

BIRCHTOWN — HAPPY SEASON AT LIVERPOOL— LET- 
TER FROM MRS. BLACK — VISIT TO THE UNITED 
STATES — TEMPTATION TO DESPONDENCY — MEETS 
DR. COKE — ACCOMPANIES THE DR. TO PERRY-HALL 
CONVERSION OF MR. GOUGH — MESSRS. GARRET- 
SON AND CROMWELL APPOINTED TO NOVA-SCOTIA 

THE ' CHRISTMAS CONFERENCE^ — REVIVAL AT BOS- 
TON MR. GARRETSON'S CHARACTER AND LABOURS 

— MR. black's LETTER TO THE SOCIETY AT CUM- 
BERLAND. 

In reviewing the circumstances connected with Mr. 
Black's marriage, we have seen disclosed the opera- 
tions of a mind deeply imbued with those qualities 
best adapted to ensure safe direction in all the impor- 
tant exigencies of human life — ^prudent sagacity, and a 
devout regard to the intimations of the divine will, 
whether suggested mentally, or by the course of out- 
ward events. Before assuming this new and endear- 
ing relation, with its concomitant cares and obligations, 
he of course relinquished the project of going to Kings- 
wood school, deeming the alternative, all things con- 
sidered, more in accordance with the great object for 
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•vJiSlIi it was hu meal and hia drink to live— the glory 
of GoU. 

That a ratad so desirous nnd susceptible of higher 
raltiratton, ehould have been precluded, by a series of 
providential circumstances, from the means oF attain- 
ing it to the extent of its UBpiration?, may seem a mis- 
fnRiine ; and some probably will entertain the opinion, 
that to a matter of so much consequence to a Christian 
tnintater every other consideration should have given 
w^. Such, however, was not the view of the judi- 
cious Wesley, although his paternal affection for Mr. 
Black prompted him lo tender him every facility at bis 
iCiiposal, for the gratification of the hallowed emulstioa 
ho fell to become more eminently qualified to edify the 
cliurch of Gnd. Mr. Wesley knew as well ns any man 
who ever lived, the value to he attached to classical 
teunlng and resources of general knowledge, in con- 
iMCtion with tha sacred office. Few ever possessed 
them in a mora eminent degree, or were capable of 
wtoldin); them with greater dexterity and effect in the 
Ckiue of truth and righteousness than himself But he 
likcwiM knew that tbcy are not indispensable to a 
Iborough understanding, nor, under ordinary cireum- 
UUOtSflo the acceptable and effective preaching of the 
giorion* gos|>el of Christ. And in view of the peculiar 
otrcumitauces under which Mr. Black had been called 
inio the wot4(, and of the extreme difliculty of obtoin- 
inf Miliabld jiersont) for carrying on the blessed revival 
of espcrimcnlal religion in Nova Scotia, which he 
WMiin»trumcntnl in originating, it was hia deliberate 
opinion liiHl the course Mr. Black adopted was the 
wi»eM dimI the Inst. 

It ii not mvidious to say, that although Mr. Block 
£il out «njuy the advantages of a {regular cla^ical 
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tiaoiag, he naa incompar&blj belter fitted for ihe 
work of an eyangeliet tbtin tboiisanda who hare as- 
cended the sacred desk adorned with academic honotns. 
A shom of learning is not always Bccompanied with 
the realily ; and were the actual atUiinments of maay— 
who vituperate, with abundance of self coraplacraicy, 
an uneducated ministry — ae they speak, geaerallj 
known, they would blush at their oivn lofly prelen- 
eions. It is quite possible, also, for a person conee- 
Kecrated to the service of the eanctuary, to cultirate 
literature and gcience in all their departments eon 
amore, and even toshine in the peerage of intellect, and 
yet, to lie totally destitute of that principle of grace, 
without which the eloquence of men and of angels is 
AS sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal ; without which, 
though we understood all mysteries and all knowledge, 
we should ha nothing. In Germany, where biblical 
learning is in many respects far in advance of every 
other nation, theology, jurisprudence and medicine 
are known by the name of " bread studies ;" (Brot- 
Htudien) and when every qualification for holy func- 
lions is, in the estimation of those in whose power it ia 
to influence the character of candidates, merged in 
scholastic attainments, the office, if not already secu- 
larised, is in imminent danger of soon becoming bo. 
In making these remarks we would not be rnisunder- 
Blood, either as to our view of the Christian miniHtry, 
or of the respected subject of our narrative. On the 
former our conceptions are already indicated with suf- 
ficient cxplicitness, and guarded, we hope, against nny 
necessity of misapprehension. 

In relation to Mr. Black's acquirenionta in sacred 
learning nt this period, we cannot take upon us to 
Bpeak with certainty ; but we know thai, during the 
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ttmo of our personal ncquaiolancc wiih him, lie poe- 
cesaed a crilicaJ knowledge of iho New TestaiDCDt in 
the original, which muethttve been ihe result of many 
years' appllcatioo. la Btudying the Greek Testameni, 
Forkhiirdl'ii Lencon was hia favourite thesaurus, iind 
be knew well to discriminaie the BOund learning and 
theology with which that inestimable work abountla, 
from the fancies and eccentricilies both etymological 
■nd philosophical, with which they ore sometimes 
wsocialed. The writer of these pagea has oflen been 
odified and delighted with his illustrative observations 
on portionsof scripture, in private coavcrsalion, drawn 
from the latent meaning of some prominent word, as 
indicated by the force of the original ex|)res8ioii. And 
I w*ll retnember, that at an early period of my miniB- 
titrial life, be earnestly recomniendcd to my careful 
(lumtion Parthurat's work, atledging (hat, with all its 
bultn, it contained, for one who was anxious to study 
the Christian Scripturce for himself, the best commen- 
tuy upon them, extant. In this judgment, which 
WMghiid much with us al ibe time, we arc disposed, 
•o far OS sound criticism and theology ore concerned, 
mUI to concur. The paucity of instances given under 
«ooh h«ad, and the looseness of the references to pro- 
&IM suthutu are, indeed, inconvenient defects in Park- 
kiiru's work ; nor in giving the various senses of the 
M»w word ii it always marked by sufficient accuracy 
of diacriinination. The labours of recent German 
(■•xieograpbcrs, those especially of Sehlensuer, Bret- 
wluwider, and Wahl, supply in those respects an im- 
portant desideratum lo the biblical student. " That 
e books, however," to use the words of the Rov. 
Mr. Rose, the accomplished editor of the lust edition 
•f Parkhurst's work, which be has very maieriull; luo- 
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dified and improved, " That these books should en-« 
tirely usurp the place of a work as much superior to 
them in sound principle, as it is, perhaps, inferior in 
some other respects, is a subject of serious regret : for 
although what is commonly termed Rationalism does 
not appear in its worst form in the books I have re- 
ferred to, it has occasionally had no inconsiderable in- 
duence on the interpretations which they present." 
While Mr. Black carefully studied the Greek Testa- 
ment, he was not neglectful of the Latin language, in 
which his attainments were very respectable. It was 
his custom in the closing years of his life, and proba- 
bly much earlier, at family prayer, to read in connec- 
tion with the scriptures a portion of Thomas a Kem- 
pis' Christian Pattern, — Mrs. Black reading the trans- 
lation while he followed her in the original. To re^ 
turn from this digression, into which we have been led 
by a desire to obviate misconception, we may here 
present the reader with the first letter addressed by 
Mr. Wesley to Mr. Black after he had heard of his 
marriage. 

"London, Oct. 15, 1784. 

" Mt Dear Brother, 

" A letter of yours some time ago, gave me hopes 
of meeting you in England ; -as you seemed desirous of 
spending some time here in order to improve yourself 
in learning. But as you have now entered into a dif" 
ferent state, I do not expect we shall meet in this world. 
Bat you have a large field of action where you are, 
without wandering into Europe. Your present Parish 
is wide enough, namely Nova Scotia and Newfound^ 
land. I do not advise you to go any further. In the 






r Provinces* ihere sre abundiuicG of Prcachen. 
They can Bparc four Preachers to yoii, better than you 
Clio B|inre one to them. If 1 am rightly informed, they 
have nlreaicly sentyouoneor two j andiheymay ofibnl 
you one or ttro more, if it pleaee God to give a pros' 
perous passage to Dr. Coke and his fellow bbourere. 
Does there not want a closer and more direct ronnec- 
lioa between you of the north, and the societies under 
Pnncis Asbury ? la it not more luidjable that you 
fhould have a constant correspondence with each other, 
and act by united counsels ? Perhaps it is for want of 
ibis that ea many have drawn back, i want a more 
p&nicular Mcount of the Hocietiee in Nova Scotia aitd 
Navrfoundland. And I wish you would give ine a 
full acuonnt of the maimer wherein God hath dealt 
with you from the beginning. I am not at all glad of 
Mr. Scurr's intention to remove from Nova Scoiia m 
iha^Soutb. That isgoingfromaplacewlierehoismucb 
vrttit«d, to B.ptace where he is not waitted. I think if 
b« got ten thouijand pounds thereby, it would be but a 
poor bargain ; thai is upon the supposition which you 
anil I make, that touti are of more value tlian gold, 
a tie with all your spirits ! 
" I am, 

" Vour alTeclionate Brother, 



U Kcnordancc with the salutary eiittgcstions of ibii 
s Mr. Black'^ constant endeavour lo main- 
lain a fVee and friendly intercourse with the » 
tfmler Mr. Asbury's charge, both liy correspc 
mul occasional personal visile. Of these visits, iho 
rmulw, some of which will he al^envardi delailetlj 

•Thq linitctl 8iai«i. 
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will live in the history of American Methodism in 
some of its most important positions. In several parts 
of the United States, but particularly at Boston, Mr. 
Black's memory is still cherished with an affection and 
Veneration scarcely less than attach to it in Nova 
Scotia. Mr. Scurry the excellent man referred to at 
the close of the letter, repented too late, that he had 
not acted as Mr. Wesley advised. He purchased an 
estate in the neighbourhood of Norfolk in Virginia ; 
but almost all his family fell victims to the diseases 
incident to the climate. 

On Sunday, the 17th of April, 1784, we find Mr. 
Black at Shelbiime, after having visited Windsor and 
Halifax on his way thither, under which date the fol- 
lowing interesting entry occurs in his Journal : — 

" I preached three times and met two classes ; one of 
white people, and the other blacks. The blacks are 
very lively. O that they might provoke the whites to 
jealousy, to love and to good works ! The day fol- 
lowing, eight of the friends accompanied me in a boat 
to Birchtown, where I preached to about two hun- 
dred negroes. Some were deeply affected, and others 
greatly comforted. It is indeed wonderful to s^ what 
a blessed work the Lord has been carrying on among 
these poor creatures. Within seven or eight months 
padt, upwards of sixty of them profess to have found 
peace with God. And what is further remarkable is, 
that the principal instrument God has employed in this 
work is a poor negro, who can neither see, walk, nor 
stand. He is usually carried by another man to the 
place of worship, where be sits and speaks to the peo- 
ple, or kneels and prays with them." There were at 
this time more than two hundred members in society 
at Shelbume and Birchtown, of whom only twenty 
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were whites. At the latter place, now olmast com- 
pletely deserted, there were fourteen claasCB id a pros- 
perous state. 

After this very pleasing and profitable vJBit, Mr. 
Black weot to Liverpool, where, as on proTious occa- 
KioDS, UDUsual dcmonstrationa of the power of the Most 
High crowned bja ministrations : — 

" Monday, 26th. — On receiving the news of my ar- 
rival, the friends floclced together ; we had u comforta- 
ble evening; we could praise God with gladne^, and 
rejoice that he had brought us to see each othcrG' faces 
again in the flesh. 

" Wednesday, 28th. — Tbia was u comfortable day 
(0 me bnd lo many more. Under the word many were 
bathed in tears. On the <!9th many were so filled with 
ihespirilof glory and of God, that they said their mor- 
tal frames could hardly sustain it. how did they re- 
joice, and utter the memory of his goodness ! O my 
God I what bleasings thou heapest upon the heads of 
those who believe ! Bleaacd be the name of the Lord 
that ever he made me a partaker of these immortal 
hopes I O what an infinite fulness of grace is laid up 
ID Jesus ! Give me, O my God ! only give me to enjoy 
thy ucred smiles, a sweet sense of thy approbation 
sod love, and 1 cheerfully resign the world to its de- 
emved votaries. 



"Hay &d. — I preached twice, and we had several 
OBMinga for prayer and exhortation. The peopl« 
•Mmed much engaged with God. We had scarcely 
time or inclination to eat. O, what a memorable day 
WM ihii ' Some were abundantly blessed, while others 
tftntded, wept, and cried, groaning fur redemption in 



130 MEMOIES OF TBE 

the blood of Christ. Lord send them help from thy 
holy hill ! May none of them ever turn again, like 
the dog to his vomit ! On the 3d we had another won- 
derfiil meeting. One woman, whose harp had for a 
long time hung upon the willows, and her soul in cap- 
tivity, was filled with joy unspeakable. O, with what 
exultation of spirit did she praise her great Deliverer ! 
Glory to thy free, matchless, and infinite love! O 
Lord ! let my soul but always enjoy this love, and be 
thus delightfully engaged in thy service, and it sufficeth 
me. Once I wished that I had never been bom ; now 
I bless thee that thou hast given me an immortal na- 
ture capable of thy love." Invigorated by these glo- 
rious displays of the mercy of God, he set sail for Ha- 
lifax, and anxious to spend the next Sabbath at Wind- 
sor, lost no time in pressing forward, although he had 
to walk the whole of the way, a distance of forty-five 
miles. Here he received from Mrs. Black the sub- 
joined letter, so beautifully illustrative of her piety to 
God, and affection for him, and so well adapted to so- 
lace his mind amid the toils of his itinerancy. 

"Cumberland, April 29, 1784. 

**Mp Dear Husband in the Kingdom and Patience of Jesus Ckriet^ 

" Were it not that I believe you are employed in 
the business of your Lord and Master, I should be apt 
to complain of the time of absence seeming long. But 
I desire in all things to submit with patience to his 
righteous disposal. 

" I trust you are going on with vigour and cheer- 
fulness in your Master's work ; if so I am sure you 
have your reward as you go along. Sometimes I look 
around upon the unthinking world with pity and ten- 
derness, and say within my heart, that they knew 
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tthai a bard master Ihcf served ; and whnl a. glorious, 
precious, compassionate master Jesus ia ! At present 
my Boul seetns to feel what Mrs. Rowe expresses in 
these lines— 
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quencbed. 


Tb«« infinite de.ife» must find an 
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Or lUu Iiul ranJe lliy noblest war 
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" Since you \e(t here, the Lord has been pleased lo 
call away several by sudden death. The week before 
last, James Easterbrook's wife died, forty-eight hours 
after she was seized with the throat distemper. Mr. 
P. has lost his oldest son, and Mr. John Rye's wife 
also fell a victim to the saino influenza. I know, my 
dear, it will rejoice your heart greatly to hear that she 
went out of the world with the most transporting 
views of a blessed immortality. She colled her friends 
ooe tiy one, and begged that they would not mooni 
for her, but for themselves, for she knew that her sou) 
waa going to glory. She entreated ber husband to look 
upon the children, not as his own but the Lord's, mero- 
Ij committed to his charge for awhile, and as such to 
wntcfa over them. She appeared to have a very hard 
Uiuggle in death ; but the foretastes of glory which 
ber aaul experienced were such, that she fell, compa- 
ratitely, ao pain. She said, she beheld the blessed 
Ug«ls waiting to convoy her soul to the bosom of her 
bleawd Redeemer. In ecstasies of joy she left tba 
worM, singing as she departed, ' death ! where , 
ii ihy sting ? O grave ! where is thy victory .'" So 
great were her joys at leaving the world, that her hu»> 
btitti BBid, trying as the separation was, be could not 
moum for her. — Indeed, if our hearts are right with 
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God, we shall rathel* shed tears of joy, than of sof roW^ 
when we see a dear friend going to Paradise, in so won-< 
derful and glorious a manner. O that we may be ena* 
bled to make a wise improvement of this awful event 
of Providence, and press home upon our souls the so- 
lemn inquiry, ' Art thoU) my soul, ready for the 
Bridegroom i and wouldst thou welcome him as Mrs^ 
Rye did ?' Here I pause and think — how can so vile, 
so unbelieving a heart as this partake of so much glo- 
ry ? Blessed God ! all things. are possible with thee. 
O my Redeemer, quicken thou me according to thy 
word ; for my soul cleaveth unto the dust ! May the 
Lord be with you^ give you much of his spiritual pre-> 
sence, fill your heart with love, and bring you safe to 
your friends here. Thus prays 

"Your dear and a£fectionate, 

**Mart Black." 

Mr. Black reached Cumberland on the 36th of May^ 
and laboured in that, portion of the country, though 
without any very animating tokens of success, until 
the 15th of September. He found the cause at a low 
ebb ; and with a vivid remembrance of a very different 
state of things, who can wonder that his reflections on 
the contrast axe tinged with melancholy ? — June dd he 
thus writes — ''I preached at Mr. Donkins'. There is 
little of the life of God among the people here in com- 
parison of what there once was. O how sad the 
change ! Riding once by this house I found a number 
of our fiends, afler returning from meeting at Mr. 
Scurr's, had gathered together for prayer. Mr. D. 
handed me a hymn-book — I gave out a verse, and af- 
terwards delivered a short exhortation. That night, 
four professed to have found redemption in the blood 
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i Christ. O tvliat a nighl \ O what times 
(hen ! bm iiow different now '. Where, whore, is 
our first lore ?" 

The societies ware now so greatly augmented, and 
Kattered over eo extensive a field, or, to adopt Mr. 
Wealey'a phraseology, Mr. Black'a parish had become 
Ko wide as to reader it totally impracticable for biin to 
BuperinteDd effectually tho spiritual interests of all tho 
MKieiitM) without help. For that assistance ho na- 
luraLly turned hia eye toivards the neighbouring States, 
and, hoping by his personal representations and re- 
qoeats to be able to prevail upon some of the zealous 
brethren there to come over and help him, be set out 
fur Baltimore, via Boston. In this city he preached 
twice, and not without evident usefulness ; one ex- 
perienced tlie pardoning love of God under the first 
(wrmon, and under the second several were deeply 
■wakened. Ou the 30th of October, he arrived in 
New York, and imiuiring immediately for the Metho- 
dist preaching-house, found he was just in time to at- 
o be held there that evening. He 
me place the following evening 
e darkness, but now are ye 
ischildren nfthclight." Af- 
ter prvuchlug ho visited an afflicted woman, In com- 
pany with the brethren Dickins and Sands. She lay 
•I the point of death, and had for sometime been in 
daep mental [llstress. That day she had experienced 
HHM alleviation, but could not say with confidence, 
thucbehadohtuined remission of her sins. After con* 
nraiiig with lior awhile, they engaged in eanieat 
pnyer. Mr, Black's mind was peculiarly drawn oat 
in iDtercegaion fur the trembling, expiring object of 
dreir common solicitude ; and while pouring out hix 



land divine 
preachod in 
from — "Ye 
light in the Lord 



^ 



134 HEUOIRB OP 1 

heart before GoJ, be felt a divino persuBsion that ifie 
Lord would ia mcrey receive her to his arms. And if 
was BO. About three o'clock next mnraing, she died in 
the full triumph of faiih, crying "Why are bis chariot 
wheels ao long in coming ? Glory ! Glory ! be lo thy 
hlessed name !" 

Inexperienced in trarelliag in a strange country, 
Mr. Blaclc's mind became the subject of depressing 
exercises in the further prosecution of hia joniney. 
Far from home — surrounded by strangers, with his 
moneynearly exhausted— the adveraary toolt advantage 
of his circunialances to tempt him to revoke hie trust 
ill the providence of his heavenly father. The tempta- 
tion followed him even to the ]ra[pii. There, how- 
ever, the snare was broken, and the cloud dispelied- 
The first words that presented thcmaelveB to him on 
opening the Bible were, " Consider the lilies of the 
field bow they grow ; they toil not, neither do they 
spin ; and yet t say unto you that even Solomon in all 
his glory, was not arrayed like one of these. Where- 
fore, if God BO clothe the grass of the field, which to 
day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he 
not much more clothe you, ye of little faith ?" 
Matt, vi : 23, &c. He felt reproved and comforted. 
His heart was filled with joyous confidence in God ; 
&iid the prospect so reccutly overcast, brightened be- 
fore him, unshaded by a single doubts He called the 
name of the Lord, Jehovah Jira/t. On the Sabbath he 
preached to the prisoners in the gaol, some of whom 
were awaiting in awful expectancy the severest penal- 
ty of the law. Terrific situation ! " But how mnch 
awful," reflected Mr. Black, " to see sinners 
bound by the chains of sin, and dying without hope, 
be reserved in chains of darkness unto the judg- 
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nent of the great day." AHor preactiiog the follow- 
iog Sabbath OQ Long Island, he attended, at the re- 
quest of the Sheriff, the execution of two men who 
were banged at a place called Jamaica. He prayeil 
witli tfaeni, and comnieaded them to the mercy of God, 
liulsayd nothing indicativo of bope in tbeir death. 

Late in Ou(ol>cr he met the Rev. Mr. Whatcoat, at 
Addjngtoo in Maryland, who hnd just arrived from 
England, in company with Dr. Cuke ; and after tra- 
veiling with him more ihaa a week, reiiremnta him as 
K man of an humble and affectionate spirit. His 
long-cherished desire of seeing Dr. Coke was gratified 
on the fourteenth of December, The following day 
be heard that apostolic man preach at Gunpowder 
inoeliug-housc, and received from his hands the sym- 
bols of bis Redeemer's dying love. It was a season 
of refreshing to Mr. Blark ; and in the spirit of re- 
newed and unlimited dedication to God he exclaima^ 
" my God, I am thine by a thousand lies — neoefi- 
eary — voluutary, and aacred. Sanctuaries — woods — 
lields and other places, have been witnesses of the 
■olemn toivs and eugagcments I am under to Tbee, 
and when 1 preaumpiooualy violate them, they will 
bring in their evidences against me. O ! by thy 
powerful grace, preserve me thine, thine for everl" 

On the 17th he accompanied Or. Coke and four 
other preachers to Perry Hall, " the most Bpocioiis 
and elegant liuilding," be observes, " I have seen in 
America." He continues, " It ie about fifteen miles 
from Baltimore. Mr, Gougli, its owner, is a Methodist, 
though supposed to be worth one hundred ihousamt 
pounds. Hn la not ashamed of the gospel of Jenu 
Cltrist. Uehasbuiltanentstone meeiing-house, en- 
I preacher, and at times prcachM 



hinuelf. And thu9 he continued to act during the laie 
war, at the risk of his immense estate. Before his 
conTereion he persecuted his wife, and would not per- 
mit her to hear the Methodists by whom ebe had been 
awakened. But it happened one evening, while he 
was drinking with some of his dissipated associates, 
{Mr. Asbury having an appointment to preach in the 
neighbourhood) one of them said, ' Let us go and heat 
the Methodist preacher.' He complied without hesi- 
tation, saying withia himself, 'I shell now have an 
opportunity of overturning all the babbler has to say,' 
They accordingly went ; but God took the wise in bis 
own craftiness. That night he was convinced that the 
doctrine he had opposed was ihe very Gospel of Jeiui 
Christ. Un leaving the meeting-house, one of his 
companions said, 'What a heap of nonsense we have 
heard!' But he stopped him short with 'No! What 
we have heard is the very truth as it is in Jesus.* But 
although his prejudices were now removed, the word 
of God did not produce its full effect upon his heart, 
until some time afler, taking a ride to one of his plan- 
tations, he overheard an individual fervently engaged 
in prayer. Approaching nearer, he found it was n. 
black man who had come from a neighbouring planta- 
tion to pray with some of bis slaves. He was bleas' 
ing and praising the Lord in a very affecting manner, 
and seemed aslonisbed at the kindness of the Lord, 
alike to his body and to his soul. This prayer struck 
Mr. Gougb to the heart. ' Alas !' he exclaimed, 'O 
Lord 1 1 have my thousands and my tens of thousands — 
this man bas scarcely clothes to put on, or food to eat ; 
and yet, ungrateful wretch that 1 am ! I never thanked 
thee in this manner.' Distress and angiush scizeil 
upon his spirit. On his return home he thus accosted 
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his wife — ' My dear, I Bhall never hinder you again 
from hearing the MelhoiJisiB preach.' This was wel- 
come news to her, and what she had often prayed for. 
While under conviction of sin, he was strongly templ- 
ed to destroy hinti^lf, but God, in a remarkable man- 
ner, kept back his bouI tram death. 

" His convictions were now too pungent to be thrown 
«fF. A nuiulter of hia friends happening one day to 
VMt't him, his distress became so overwhelming thnt 
ho left them abruptly, and retired to his closet to give 
vent to his feelingii. And there, while on his kneeH 
imploring men^y, the Lord set his soul at liberty. Hix 
load of sin was gone. So trnnsponingwnshis joy that 
he hastened Imck to tile cotnpnny, crying. "Ihavc 
fiiiinil, I have found, the Melhoiiisl blensing '. and thii 
Meihndisis' God ! — Though not many rich, not many 
mtbin, arc called, yet blessed be Cod, there are some.'" 

Mr. BInek hod several opportimlties of taying befor.^ 
Dr. Coke a delailol account of the state of the work 
In Nova Scotia, previously to the filling of Confer- 
«H», which opened at Bullimorc on the a4th of D*- 
■<«tnl)«r. and closed on the fimi day of the year 1785. 
.At this Conference, the brethren, Freeliom Garretttton, 
and Jmmea 0. Cromwell were desigcnatC'l to the work 
In Nqtb Scotia. The intercourse of the preachers on 
tin* oneasion, both official and jirivate, was markeil 
with the utmost harmony «ni! lovr, and presented lo 
Mr. Block's mind ii ilclighiful and edifying exemplifi- 
nllon of the ■>pirit that animntpd the tfrst commisstnn- 
cdbenilditof divinefrrace. " Perhaps" says he, "wich 
k nomber of holy, icnlous, godly men, never beforo 
I9M topihrr in Maryland — perhaps not on the conit- 
t«f AmoricB,"' 
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This Conference which, from the unusual period at 
which it was called together, has been designated the 
' Christmas Conference,' forms an important epoch in 
the history of American Methodism. Up to this pe- 
riod, the Methodist societies on this side the Atlantic, 
had remained destitute of the ordinances, only as they 
received from the hands of other ministers, their own 
being unordained. This inconvenience, which as the 
societies increased became proportionally an object of 
solicitude, had elicited the most earnest applications 
to Mr. Wesley to supply the deficiency, but without 
effect. Without a deviation from the order of the 
Church to which he belonged, he could not meet their 
wishes, and to this he was unwilling to commit him- 
self.. As soon, however, as the independence of the 
United States was achieved, the ecclesiastical control 
of Great Britain over the country ceasing with its po- 
litical, Mr. Wesley hastened to respond to their so- 
licitations ; and at this Conference was introduced 
among them, at his suggestion and under his sanction, 
that system of ecclesiastical polity which has contri- 
buted so astonishingly, under God, to the expansion 
and stability of the cause. In organizing the societies 
in America, called after his name, into a Church, it 
was of course Mr. Wesley's first wish to approximate 
as nearly as possible to what he deemed the primitive 
model. Thomas Coke, ll.d., was selected as be- 
ing, from his eminent zeal and abilities, as well as from 
his clerical standing, the most suitable agent for intro- 
ducing the new economy. Accordingly, Mr. Wesley, 
assisted by other presbyters of the Church of £ngland, 
on the 2d of September, 1784, solemnly set apart the 
Dr. as Superintendant of the Methodist Societies in 
Ameriea, and furnished him with letters of ordination^ 




Messrs. Richard Whatcual and Thomas Vasey, who 
hod volunteered ibeir services for Ameriea, were or- 
■lained as preehyiera, at the game time, by Mr. Wesley, 
Dr. Coke and Mr. Creighton, another clergyman of 
Ihc Church of England. The plan thus devised and 
rocomniended by Mr. Wesley was unhesitatingly and 
HQlUiimousty adopted by the American brethren in 
Conference. And rh Or. Coke, in consequence of the 
increasing demand for his exertiuns in other depart- 
menu of the work, could not permanently discharge 
the functions of Superintend ant of llio Societies in 
America, Mr. Francis Asbury was, by the appoint' 
meni of Mr. Wesley and the eucire concurrence of his 
brethran, consecrated at the same Conference by Dr. 
Coke, assisted by Mr. Otierliine, a Gennan minister 
of unsuiipected piety, to the offici- of a Snperinlendont 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

MeMni. Garrettson and CiMmwcll set forth without 
loae of time, for the new tivM of labour to which they 
wcro destineil. They proceeded by the way of New 
York, but Mr. Black, having \ftt his wife among her 
frinntlii at Hingbum, took ii passage in n aehooner 
_jfqtl[Kl for Boston. After a ilisagrecabte and perilous 

I, he arrived atHyena^near Bsmstuble, onJh^iL 

I in »eaBon~aTIJTout of neiison, he improvetl ""'V 
Jaftw dvys he was detained hero by preaching six or 
n times. By means of ibis unlooked-for, and ap- 
parently nccideninl visit, ninny were roused from a 
>' Bpiritual indiflbrcncu. and two individuals 
a converted to Goil. From Burnsluble he pro- 
c««<loiI by land to Hin^ham, where he arrived on (bv 
3<Sib. and found Mrs. Dlack well. 

On thu lint of February tbey went to Boston, and 
Bincd there, with little iolcmipIii.in, till oboui ih« 
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middle of iMay. MethodiBm had as yet gained no 
footing in Boston. To Mr. Black belongs the honour 
of bftvinj^ laid the foundation of its temple in that im- 
portant and enlighteneil city. At firet, being unable lo 
procure the use of any pulpit, he prcachod in private 
houses. The floor of the apartment in which he com- 
menced preoching, in the north end of the town, Bink- 
ing under the pressure of the crowd that attended, he 
removed to a large room in the opposite end of the 
town. The interest excited drew together a still greater 
multitude ; during prayer, the beams gave way, and 
the people were thrown into a state of tho greatest 
conatemation. No one, however, sustained any serious 
injury. The teleel fnen as they were called, were 
now applied to for tlio use of the north Lmtin school, in 
which they obligingly consented to allow Mr. Black to 
hold hid meeting!*. But, strange to relate, a similar 
misfortune took place here, and created such alarm 
among the people that It became necessary to seek a 
place better adapted in strength and spaciousness for 
their accommodation. The Use of the Sandemanian 
meeting-house was offered anil gratefully accepicil, 
but itwas soon found inodeiiuato to contain more than a 
quarter of the people who were anxious to attend. 
The committee of the congregation to whom the Hev. 
Mr. Stillman ministered, now extendei] an invitation in 
Mr. Black, in perfect accordance with the wishes of 
their exeellent minister, to occupy their place of wor- 
ship. Here he preached three or four times ; but 
neither was this sufHciently large to accommodate the 
thousands who flocked to hear the word, and feel the 
power, of the Redeemer. He atlerwards preached in 
the Rev, Mr. Elliot's church, the only one in the city 
capable of containing the people. The number pre- 
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Milt the last day he officifttetliu Boston, was eecimateit 
fit three thousand. The deep aiid pervading influeoea 
which Mr. Black's preaching produced upon tho puli- 
lic mind in ibis cily was not to Ixi aiiributed to the po- 
pularity of his talents, though as a preacher he wbb not 
uimltractive. His whole soul was in the -work. He 
WM Rill of the Holy Ghost and of faith. This was 
the chann of his eloquence — this the secret of itsper- 
snaaivc and subduing power. An extensive revival of 
the work of God was the result of these exertions. As 
there was no Methodist society there, nearly all who 
were brought to God, became members of Mr. Still- 
man's church ; and according to Mr. Black't* appre- 
ciation of the character of that faithful minister, they 
could not have fallen into better hands, to receive that 
poHtoral attention which they reijuired. This was one 
of the bright periods of Mr. Black's life, on which he 
ever looked back with emotions of gratitude and de- 
light ; nor bad it peri.shed from the memory of all in 
Boston, when, after the lapse of nearly thirty years, lie 
praclBJmed in the same cily the eTerksting Gospel of 
Christ. Several, when he preached there in lS3d, ^ 
hung around the pulpit, who, calling to remembrance 
the former times, recognised in tho messenger of the 
ebtirchoa who addressed them, now venerable with 
■go, ,llie man who, in the bloonj and fervour of youth, 
Ittd warned them, not without effect, lo flee from thtt 
wroth to come. What a thrilling presage do such io- 
lerriew^ afford, of the mutual and inconceivable joy 

Crhieh miuistem and the living seals of their apus- 
t will graet each other in the day of the Lord 
L Then shall we appreciate without idolisinu, 
■nimonts of our ooDvereion to Gwl ; and these 
crowned with tho joy and the glory of ihi' spiri- 
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tual Uium[)h, will depose all their lionuuru at the feel 
of tlie Lamb. 

Mr. Black with feelings of inespressible temlerness 
mwanla those whom he had thus been the meniia o( 
iDtrwluciag into the liberty of the children of God, 
uoismeaded them to his grace, and returned to Nova 
Sootia, where he arrived about the last of May. He 
liaateiied to consult wiEh Mr. Garretlson, who naa i. 
then ut Falmouth, concominglhestateof the work and I 
Iho best meana of promoting its extension and depth. I 
Mr. GarrettaoD, who had now been three innoths in 
Nova Scotia, and besides hia labours at Halifax had | 
already visited some of the moat iniportaot setllementa 
in the province, wag a man of deep and uniform piety, 
of flaming zeal, and of highly useful talents. The 
aifecEionate veneration which still attaches to hie me- 
fiioiy in Nova Scotia, entitle him to more than a paBS* 
ing notice. The spirit of prudence and zeal with 
which he entered upon this new acene of ministerial 
toil, will be seen from the following letter, written by 
him to Dr. Coke shortly after his arrival in the pru- 

"Halifas, 17SS, 

"Ubv. and Dear Sih, 
"After a stormy and dangerous passage of thir- 
teen days, we arrived safely at Halifax, where we met 
with a kind reception from Mr. Marchington, and a 
few other poor sheep in the wilderness. As yet I do 
not Itnow as much of the country or the state of alRiirs 
aa I shortly shall, God being my helper. 

"A few days ago brother Cromwell set sail for Shel- 
burne. Brother Marchington has hired a house ut ion 
dollars a month, that will contain, about three hundred 
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■oul«. I have preached five senDons. The number J9 
Increased so that we have now our little apartment 
filled. I cannot apeak of any visible good, more thsTi 
that they aeem to hear with atieution and solemnity, 
and I linve formed a society of seven or eight meni- 
liore. Shortly after I came lo lown, 1 waited on the 
uld rector. ' Sir,' said he, 'you are on a blessed er- 
rand ; I will do what I can in assisting you. I desire 
to Me the Goapel spread.' 

It day I waited on his Bxoellency, the Go* 
veroor, accompanied by Mr. Marchiogton. I found 
him very accessible. After telling him my business, 
from whence I was, and by whom I was sent : ' Mr. 
Wesley,'. said he, 'is a good man — a. very good man. 
Hiiw long do you purpose to stay ?' I told him, twelve 
mouths or two years. ' i am glad you called on 
mo : you have my approbatioii, snd whenever you 
call fur my assistance, if lean help you I will.' I could 
but humbly ihank him. 

" God willing, on Monday next I purpose to take a 
lour through the country, to collect, if possible, the 
nbocp BO widely scattered. I believe there are many 
precious souls who desire to hear us. i am well aa- 
d WB shall have hard work this year ; but who 
would not labour and sulTer in so good a cause i I 
n God for health snd as great a desire as ever to 
da hi* blessed will, and epcnd and be upent in the best 
flf. eauacB. • • * • | am fully persuaded that our 
vojrage u this part of the world is of God ; the very 
timn when preachers of our order ought to have come. 
Bui if powitilo we must be assisted, for our preachcra 
■n left without hordes, and but four pounds a-piecc. 
Mast your, 1 trust the people will he able to support 
ibo Guapul. By the grucu of God, I shall do all ihut 



144 MEMOIRS OF tRfi 

lies in my power to promote the Redeemer's Kingdom* 
" Dear Sir, 
<' I remain, 
'< Your affectionate friend and brother, 

" F. Garrettson." 
" To the Rev. Br, Coke. 

We are indebted for the preceding letter to an inte* 
resting memoir of Mr. Garrettson, compiled by Dr. 
Bangs of New York ; and we are sure that the inser- 
tion here of one from Mr. Wesley to Mr. Garrettsmi) 
goon after his designation as a missionary to Nova 
Scotia, will be gratifying to our readers, especially as^ 
while it bears honourable testimony to the charac- 
ter of this holy and self*<lenying man, it naturally in* 
terweaves with the thread of our narrative. 

"Dublin, June S6, 1785. 

'' Mt Dear Brother, 
" Dr. Coke gives some account of you in his jour- 
nal, so that although I have not seen you, I am not a 
stranger to your character. By all means send me, 
when you have opportunity, a more particular account 
of your experience and travels. It is no way impro^ 
bable that God may find out a way for you to visit 
England, and it may be the means of your receiving 
more strength, as well as more light. It is a very de** 
sirable thing that the children of God should commu- 
nicate their experience to each other ; and it is gene-^ 
rally most profitable when they can do it face to face. 
Till Providence opens a way for you to see Europe, 
do all you can for a good master in America. 

*' I am glad brother Cromwell and you have under* 
taken that labour of love, the visiting Nova Scotia^ 
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and tloubt not but you act in full concert with the til- 
titi hH.adfuI who were almost alone till you caipe. h 
will be the wisest way to make all wbo desire to join 
logether, thoroughly acquainted wilb the whole Me- 
thodiBt ploD, and to accustom them from the beginning 
to the accurate observance of all our rules. Let nT>ne 
of them rest in being half Christians. Whatever they 
do, let tbera do it with their might, and it will be well, 
OS BOOH as any of them find peace with God, to exhort 
ihnRi to go on to perfection. The more explicitly and 
Hrongly you prees all believers to aepire after entire 
■onctification, as attainable now by simple faitb, the 
more the whole work of God will prosper. 

" 1 do not expect any great mailers from the Bishop. 
I doubt bis eye is not single, and ifit be not, he will do 
littlo good to you, or any one else. It may be a com- 
fort lo you that you have no need of him : you want 
aoihing which he can give. 

" It is anoble proposal of brother Marchingion ; but 
I iSoubt it will not take place. You ilu not know the 
tlsle of tbe English Methodists. It is with the utmost 
'li&ulty that we can raitte five or six hundred pounds 
• year, to supply our contingent expenses, bo that it is 
fintiKly impracticable to raise five hundred pounds 
unong theni to build houses in America. It is true 
tbey might do mucli ; but it is a sad observation, — (hoy 
that hftve moat money have usually least grace. The 
peace of God be with all your spirits. 



" Vour aflectionate friend and brother, 

" JoHH WtSLIT." 



I rauson'a labours in Nova Scotia, and the good report 
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which, through his Taiih and iDdefati gable cxeriionshe 
had ohtaiocd, induced Mr. Weeloy to request his ac- 
ceptance of the superintendence of the Methodist bq- 
cietieaia the British dominions in America, Dr. Coke 
iDBde known Mr. Wesley'^ wishes at the Conference 
which wa« held in Beltiinorc, May], 1787; and they 
received the unanimous sanction of that body. But 
from further information elicited on the subject in 
their subaequent deliberations, they deemed it inex- 
pedient finally to confirm the appointment, and desig- 
nated Mr. Garrcttson to preside in the Peninsula. 
This alteration took place without Mr. Garreiison's 
concurrence, and contrary to the anticipations with 
which he, a few days previous, left the Confereiice, 
to prepare for hia important miflsion. 

To no one was this interference with Mr. Wesley's 
plan a source of deeper regret than to Mr. Black. He 
bad for two years witnessed Mr. Garrettson's faith, 
manner of life, charity, with sentiments of growing 
esteem, and instead of regarding him as a rival, re- 
joiced in tlie honour that God had put upon bim, and 
in the prospect of his still higher elevation in connec- 
tion with Methodism in British America. In a letter 
dated Cornwallis, March 10, addressed. It is believed, 
to Dr. Coke — for the inscription is wanting — express i 
ly for the purpose of procuring the sanction of the 
American Conference to Mr. Wesley's appointment 
of Mr. Garrettson, he thus writes :— " Brother Gar- 
rettson has been a great blessing to us in this province. 
The hearts of the preachers and people are more than 
ever united to biin ; and we believe that were he to 
return to ae he would be more extensively useful than 
heretofore ; fur the ears of (he people arc more Uipii . 
ever open to hear his message. He is betteiM^B^H 
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<fimiuteJ with ibe peculiar rlispoaiciona of the people 
than any one else, anil thererore would be more likely 
to do them good. Thinking it to be his duty to attend 
the Confereoire in tho United States, we fearwheii he 
finds so many urgent calls for help in that extensive 
country, that he will be tempted to forget as in this 
(lurk (corner of the world. At the aame time we cannot 
but think il to lie his duty to return. We are truly 
M>ny that he refueed the a uperin tendency,' but hope 
when bs eeea you ho may accept that honour. These 
lilies are to refiucst you to use your influence in per- 
auading him to do so." 

Mr. Block's long absence from Nova Scotia was a 
privation the societies were ill tible, in their iufant 
state, to sustain. Indications of spiritual declension in 
•eveml places, on his return occasioned him great un- 
easiness. In Cumberland, especially, where ho bad 
wltneised eueh displays of the power of God, he now 
wept between the porch and tho altar, to perceive tho 
growing prcTalence of laxity in attention to the means 
of grace, and of a wordly spirit ominous to the interests 
of the spiritual kingdom of Christ, in a portion of the 
work which, for obvious reasons, he hail from tho be- 
gioDing regarded with the liveliest interest. Alluding 
to which, ho observes, — " Matters are much worso 
Iwra than when I left. - The classes have not met ; 
■sd ninny arc cold and careless who were once as 
lUinra of fire. Lord! revive thy work,"— The sub- 
ject pnsscd heavily and constantly upon big tnind ; 
wnI ill the ho|>e that an affectionate pastoral remon- 
airance and exhortation by letter, raigbt bo attended 
' with a happier efiect than his personal admonitions 
produced, he addressed to them the following epistle, 

•Thu rcfcri 10 bii ptciioiu ippoinlmonl ly Mr. Wesley. 



replete with the most ealutary warnings, and breaihiag 
all the spirit of care and lendernesa of one who watch- 
ed for their souls in the prospect of his final account. 
Though wriitea in 1786, it is deemed more appropriEUe 
to introduce it in this connection. 

" To the Methodist Society at Cumberland. 



"Halifax, Aug. 15, 1786. 
AND Sisters, 

" What a necessary caution is that of the apostle — 
nom.Kii:2. ' Be not conformed to tkii world.' There 
seems, at the present day, to be a sad declenaion 
amongst professors in general — little of the life and 
power of religion is to be found. Yes ! though the 
world swarms with professore, I fear tfiere are but 
few who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. How 
manifestly do those, of whom we would fain entertain 
the most favourable opinion, live beneath their privi- 
leges, and even wound, by their unwatchful conversa- 
tion, tbe best cause in the world. The declension that 
hat of late been so visible amongst us is easily account- 
ed for : — There ia too much conformity to the world 
In its spirit — maxims — and amusements. 

"1. We have drank deeply into the tpirit of the 
world. Religion, 1 grant, does not hinder us from be- 
ing diligent in business. But then, it moderates our 
attachment to the things of time. It raises our afiec- 
tions Co a better state. There is such a thing as going 
through all the cares and duties of life with a single 
reference to God's glory ; and when it is thus, we en- 
joy the most intimate union and communion with Him- 
But alas ! who and where are the faithful few whose 
eye being single, have their whole houU filled with. 




light f In general the spirit oF the world reigns in pro- 
fesBors as well as profane ; and though it is leas con- 
apieuouB, equally powerful. It occupies Iheir hearts — 
H dwells ii) their afiections — ii has damped the updout 
of iheif first love — it has carried Ihem away captive- 
it bsB shorn them of their strength, and given them 
over to the power of the PhiliBiines. Lei u 
(luraelvea. Have not we forsaken the fouDKiin ofliv- 
■Bg waters, and hewn to ourselves cial 
bold no water f O how little do we live in the epirit 
of Christ ! Our designs, desires, auil ends, ought ti: 
Erected to the glory of God ; but bIqs ! how does self 
mingle with them all ! 

"3. The mnximi of the world have gained too much 
influence over ua. We fear man too mucli, many 
tines oven to the neglect of duty. There is too little 
«r the fear of God in our hearts, — of the filial fear of 
oflfanditig him. With the world we too often put 
dsrlcness for light, and light for darkness ; hitter for 
sweei, at«l sweet for bitter. It is a general n 
with the world, thai religion is an irksome, melan, 
eholjT thing, calculated to abridge our pleasures. And 
ia not this false maxim too much received amongst 
prO&Mors ? It is true, indeed, our more enlighten- 
ed judgments tell us that the ways of God are plea- 
untnesa anil peace. Vet, do not our attachment to 
fbe creature, and our aversion lu God and duty, 
sMfti to indicate that wc have by experience found 
thlBgB oUierwise than we expected ? Why, if this 
be not the case, do wo feel more avei 
tag OB hoor with God in private, than with n 
•veil with men who have no religion.' While our . 
judgments prefer scripture maxims, our affeeUou 
r worldly ones, 

oa 
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" Laatlj. Ths amvaementi ami diveriione of the 
world have insinuated themselves quite too much into 
our affections. What communiott can that man have 
with God who delights in the empty, vain, foolish con- 
veraatioQ and amusemeota of the world ! I admit, 
religion doea Dot require ua to abstain from all con- 
nection with worldly persons, for then, aa the apoBlle 
naja, tee mwt go out of the world ; but itdoei require 
us to be holy, harmless, undcfiled and separate from 
ainnera. In this sense it enjoins, ' Touch not — taste 
not — handle not.' What concord hath Christ with 
Belial, light with darknesa, or he that bdieveth with 
an infidel ? No — it is imposBible for a man to follow 
the amusements of the world, or relish ita company 
and conversation, and grow in grace. Rather, he wiU 
esteem the saints the excellent ones of the earth, and 
in them will be all bis delight. 

" So far as the spirit, maxima, and amusements of 
the world have any share In our aSectlona, so far the 
Spirit of Gild ia quenched, the comforts of religion 
are withdrawn — the peace of our minds disturbed — 
our evidences beclouded — our confidence weakened — 
our unbelief eirengthened — our corruptions nourished 
— our profession dishonoured — religion wounded — 
saints grieved — devib gladdened — while unwary souls 
slurnblc — perhaps into everlasting burnings. 

" O brethren ! 1 long much to hear how the Gospel 
prospers with you and in you. 1 have (falesaed be the 
name of the Lord) experienced much of his kindness 
since 1 came here, Jesua seems lovely. 1 can say, it 
is good to be here. There ia, I trust, a prospect of ' 
much good being done. Several ore under deep 
awakenings. One or two profess to have found the 
Lordsince Icame here. Ourcongrcgationsarelarger- 
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6y three times the number than they tvere. Pray thu 
Lord to make me faithful. 
" 1 am. 

your affectionate brothiir and serTQDt, &c. 

" WlLLIUM BtACK." 

These faithful reinonatrancee a re df more than local 
application, and lamcDlablc to reflect, can scarcely 
ever be unseasonable. There ia iiol a oiore iDsidiouH 
eaemy of vital godtiaegs than the world. Its object) 
conBtanlly solicit oursenaes, andby their controul over 
our imaginations, are ever throwing arouiitl us a fas- 
cinfttiog aud deleterious influence. The world assails 
religion in the very citadel of its strength. It aitnii 
at the destruction of the universal element of true 
piet^ — a spirit of self-denial, of sacrifice, of surren- 
der — by iho seductions of sense and pleasure, or by 
tbe more splendid temptations of affluence and the 
pride of life. In following Christ, therefore, we must 
make our account with opposition. It must be mci j 
•nd tho panoply of our Redeemer's love in tbe only 
armour by which the antagonist iH>wer — tho love of the ' 
1^ calk l>e overcome. Muy tbe victory be ours ' 

"H«jiull)>cliiinu uifor hii awn 
Who bought us Willi ' it price:' 
The ChritiiBD Inct u> Chriei algiM— 

To Clit 13 1 alone hecliet." 



CHAPTER VII. 

fMMORTAL FAME — STTATE OF THE SOCIETIES AFTEIt' 
MR. black's RETURN FROM TECE UNITED STATES-^ 
REVIVAL AT HALIFAX — CONVERSION AND CHARAC- 
TER OF A. ANDERSON, A.M.-^LBTTER TO MR. WES- 
LET — MR. WESLEY'S ANSWER — LETTERS TO MR. 
GARRETTSON-^FIRST DISTRICT CONFERENCE IN NO- 
VA SCOTIA— REVIVAL AT HORTON— ^INJURIOUS EF- 
FECTS OF AN TINOMIANISM— REFUTATION OF ANTI- 
NOMIANISM-HSPiRITUAL LETTERS ; — TO LAWYER 
HILTON — TO MAJOR CRANE— TO J. N. SHANNON, 
ESa. 

Usefulness is the only material of iitioiortal fame. 
The admired achievements of the warrior — the splen- 
did retinue of gorgeous epithets that emblazon the 
names of statesmen — and the envied garland that de- 
corates the brow of genius, are often the precursors of 
everlasting shame and contempt ; but " they that are 
wise shall shine as the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever." 
Among these, the fRithful minister of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, though entirely unknown to worldly fame, will 
appear with distinguished and unfading lustre. His 
deeds, though witnessed with emotions of thrilling in- 
terest by angels, may be despised or forgotten by men ; 
and while of a nature the most substantially estimable, 
they may be susceptible of little embellishment. Nor 



indeed, do ihey require ii. The life of sucb an iadi- 
vidual derires ils chief interest from iti exhibition of 
Bunislerial fidelity and success ; and the bexi detinen- 
tion of these is not the pompous declamation of eulogy., 
hut a sober slaleinent of fiicts. We shall therefore be 
excDBed fur being so copious in our extracts from Mr. 
Black's Journal and correspondence, ua wecouldinno 
other way so advautagcously either portray his cha- 
ncier, or consult the profit of the render. 

We have olready staled that Mr. Black, on his rc- 
tum from the United States, found the societies suf- 
Acing deeply under the paucity of the means of grace. 
We immediaiaty find him, with a celerity that gavo 
bin a species of ubiquity, making a circuit again and 
airain of almost the entire province. The following 
extracts from his Journal will convey an idea of hts 
Ittboure at this time : — 

"Sunday, July 3d, 1785, I preached at Mr. Scott'ii, 
Windsor, twice. On Monday 1 rode to Horlon and 
presehed at the town — on Tuesday, ut the Baptist 
ui«eting-house with peculiar freedom — on Wednesday 
at the Presbyterian roeeting-house — on Thursday at 
HalHlBnt — Saturday at Granville, and Sunday ut An- 
BapoUs and Grunvilte. But at none of tltose places 
ue the people nearly so lively as they once were. 

" From Annapolis 1 went to Digby. Many here 
Mcmed much engaged. I Ictl.in society about seven- 
iy-«ght, of whom siity'six were blacks. Alter spend- 
iog a short time with them, 1 returned to Halifax, vi- 
Mdng on my way and preaching at Annapolis, Gran- 
villa, Comwallis, Uorton, Falmouth and Windsor. 

" Monday, September 5th, 1 attended the execution 

of two pirates, who were hung in chains on George^ 

or better than two weeks before 1 bad at- 
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tended them almost every day. One of them, I trastr 
found peace with God the Sunday before his execu- 
tion : the other died in great distress, calling for mer- 
cy. After they were thrown off, I addressed a few 
words of exhortation to the people." 

In ihia month he viaited, Uesides other parts, Li^cp- 
pooiand Shelbiune; in both of which he saw the grace 
of God, and was glad. la the latter, especially, the 
cause was lifting up its head. "Many," he writes, 
" are enquiring, ' What must I do to be enyed ?' and 
many are rejoicing in God. I spent only one Sunday 
here i we held a love-feast, in which one or two were 
blessed with the peace of God. There is now a cheer- 
ing prospect of much good being done here. Since 
brother Garrettson came they have had a blessed revi- 
val. When I was here in April, 1 784, there were two 
hundred and eighteen ia society. When brother CrolD- 
well came, ho found about one hundred and twenty, 
some having returned to the world, and others remov- 
ed. They are now increased to two hundred and 
twenty." 

After spending the winter on (he Cumberland cir- 
cuit, uncheered by those wonted indications of suc- 
cesa, without which be could not feel satisfied, but still 
with the convictioa that his labours were not in vain 
in the Lord, he removed in the spring to Halifax. 
Fresh trials of t^ith and patience awaited him. The 
little society which he had left in the metropolis in the 
fall, waa now scattered, and almost destroyed. He im- 
mediately formed a class of as many of them as fell a. 
desire to speak one with another on the things of God. 
A few were, soon after, savingly converted and added 
to their number. The clouds now begao to break, and 
the Sun of righteousness lo irradiate his path. In the- 
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nwnth of AuguBl, Uie work asaumcd a Blill brighter 
■upect. The power of God manifestly reslod od the 
cougregatiou. Several, pierced to the heuri, cried 
aloud ill the meeting. Amoag these was Mr. Alexan- 
iler Anderson, of the King's Dock Yard. — Mr. Aiidef' 
Eoo wasa graduate of one of the Scottish universiticB, 
and ereu previous to bia convereion, a uion of tnflexi- 
hle integrity. Educated a Fresl)yterian, he had no 
predilection for cither the doctrines or the economy of 
Metbodisin. But be was endowed with a strong and 
cnqtiiring mind ; and being, by a combination of pro- 
vidcDtial circumstaoces, led to attend Mr. Black's 
preftohing, it was bleesed to his spiritual illutnination 
and saving conversion to God. Immediately he con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood. Unpopular ae Me- 
ifaodism then was in the community, and likely os an 
inlimalti and open oBsociatlon with it was to expose 
him la the charge of eutbusiasin and imbecility, and 
tuimpedo Ilia promotion to a situation of greater cuio- 
iuinent under government, be was not tbe man, for 
any iGmporal considemiions, to suppress his convic- 
tiuns of truth, or falter in his allegiance to Christ. 
Krora the day his name was eurolled as a member of 
tbe MCtety, to the day of his death, a period of nearly 
half acentury, he was, emphatically, both ns to sirengtii 
ondoniuncni, a. pillar in tht ehureh. He officiated 
ftw msny yeatu as a leader and local preacher ; and 
allboogh his gills in the pulpit were not of the most 
annwtivQ kind, tbe veneration which bia character in- 
•ptred, always ensured bim an atteulivc and respecl- 
lU fwaring. This " dear man of God, and pattern of 
pirty," OS Mr. Black justly characterizes him, after 
for ■ long series of years adorning the doctrine of Gou 



hiii Saviour in all thing), died as he had lived, feeling 
anil pr(N7lBiming that " God is Love !" ■ 

Well knowing that information concerning the pro- 
grcBH of llio cause of God in Nova Scotia was ai a]| 
1 tiines highly acceptable to Mr. Wesley, and that the 
iBtelligence be bad now to communicate in reference 
to Halifax could not fail to afford him the most aoi- 
matcd satisfaction, Mr. Black wrote him as follows : — 

■' HiLiFAs, Aug. 7, 1786, 

"Rev. ahb Veby Db4e Sib, 
" Since I came to Halifas, which is now between 
two and three months, I have enjoyed some very com- 
fortable and refreshing times. When I came, I found 
the little society 1 had led here in the fall, almost all 
scattered. They hod had but little preaching during 
the winter, for it was not in our power to supply all 
the places. 

"When I came down and found scarcely anysocie' 
ly that met, it grieved me much. For some lime very 
few attended preaching. However, I trust God has 
again begun to work. One or two have experienced 
remission of sins. Yesterday, several were crying in 
the bitterness of their souls, groaning for redemption. 
I ti'Urtt the Lord will soon deliver them. Our congre- 
gations also inurease fast. Last night, the room was 
nearly full. I do hope God is about to begin a good 
work among us. We hove now thirty-two in socie^. 

" There hag been a blessed work at Liverpool, the 
last winter, under brother Mann. This spring he went 
up the country as far as Windsor and Cornwallis, and 



•Mr. 



In addreasing hti 5Dn,.prD- 




ihero ho believes he received the perfect lore of God, 
or sanclificntion. 1 ilo myself aometimeB feel longing 
deairos nfter this blessing. But oh I the self and pride, 
iht) corruption and unbelief, 1 feel within ! — there ia a. 
ronntiiin, a great deep. O Lord, avenge me of mina 
adversary ! O the t^iirriop of itlf. This it is, I fear, 
that pleases me so much when I have uncommon ti- 
horty in speaking, and causes shame when I have not 
thai liberty, although perhaps I have heard of more 
f!Ood having been done in thU cose than in the former. 
Onetime in particular, before speaking, I trembled, 
crery limb — my kncos smote one against the other — 
every one I thought must see the bymn-book shake in 
my hands, aiid 1 was sorely tempted not to speuk at 
all, till 1 was at last brought to this conclusion—' Well, 
aaA what if the Lord should shut up my mouth, and 
confound me Iwfore tboni, xtill 1 will attempt to speak ; 
tbtH also may prove a blessing to rac, and I will praise 
bim for it." But never did I trust him and was con- 
fannded. O for fuith to trust blm for full salvation ! 
But I nin too cold and easy without it. O pray for 
ne, that God would make nie faithful. 

■■At HorloD the prospect is good. — A young man, 
<ue Grondine, has lately begun to preach, who I tnul 
mil be tucful. He formerly belonged to the society in 
ilw Jersuys. He is now at Cumberland. Brother 
Cromwell is at Windsor, brother Garrcttson at Sbel- 
iMunfli and brother Mann at Liverjiool. The other 
day I ntet two or three of our friends from Gibraltar ; 
il waa a great comfort to me. What a pity they hava 
BM A preacher there. 

" Since I began this letter, I am informed that ona 
ilroppod down in the street yesterday as be was re- 
umiDg from meeting, and cried for mercy. Ho ho* 
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slept none all nigbt, but remains ia awful apprehen- 
aione of the wrath of God. A few minutes ago another 
earoe to me inqiilriog the way to Zloti. There are se- 
rious impresBions on the minds of many. I hopo thrae 
are but the prelude to a future work. Mj dear Fattier, 
" I remain inviolably, 

" Your Son in the Gospel, 

" WlLLIiM BLiCE." 

" Rn. J. Wetley, A. M. ^ 

We subjoin the answer which the preceding letter 
elicited ; in which Mr. Wesley refers to the steady 
progreaaion by which the work of God had been, for 
many years, distinguished in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and encourages Mr. Black to pray for and expect, not 
merely occasional times of refreshing from on high, 
but a continuous effusion of divine influence : — 

"LoHDON, Nov. 26, 1786. 

"Mt Dear Brothek, 
" It is indeed matter of joy that our Lord is still 
carrying on his work throughout Great Britain and 
Ireland. In the time of Dr. Jonathan Edwards there 
wore Bcveral gracious showers in New England ; but 
there were largo inlennissions between one and ano- 
ther ; whereas with us there has been no intermission 
at all for eeven -and-forty years, but the work of God 
has been continually increasing. 

" The same thing 1 am in hopes yon will now see 
in America likewise. See that you expect it, and tbai 
you seek it in his appointed ways, namely, with fast- 
ing and unintermitted prayer. And take care that you 
be not at all discouraged though yon should not al- 
ways have an immediate answer. You know 

■ Hii DUlner and Lis lime ere heM.' 



" Therefore pray alwaya ! Pray an J I'uinl not. 
voinmend you all lo our Great Shepherd j and am 
" Your aficctionato Brother, 

" JoHM Wesley.' 

ft ia related of the celebrated Austin of Hippo, that 
%eing aaked what was the first thing in religion, he 
said " Humility ;" when aekcd what was the second, 
lie replied, " Hutnility ;" and what was the third, he 
slill answered, " Humility ;" in allusion to the strik- 
ing definition which the Athenian orator is said to have 
given of eloquence. The deep humiliation with which 
Hr. Black coastanily gurveyod his spiritual attain- 
ments and remaining pollutions, cannot have escaped 
llie notice of tlie render. Humility was the predo- 
minaliag element in the composition of hia religious 
experience ; and it arose in great partfrom an habitual 
tendency to contemplate his actual acquirements in 
piety, in contrast with the elevated standard of Chris- 
tiui holiness, to which he conceived it to be alike the 
firivilege and the duty of all that name<l the name of 
Chrut to aspire. His profound self-abasement, his 
■leap prostration before God, and the holy jealousy 
wriih which he watched over his own heart, amid the 
atispiclauB tokens of the Divine benignity and power 
thatailcuded his ministrations, arc edifyingly exempli- 
fied in a letter written at this time. 

To the Rev. Freeborn Oarreltion. 

"HALifAX, Aug. IG, 1186. 

"Mt Deab BaOTHEB, 

" Last evening your letter came safe to band. 1 
raye glad to bear from you. Thontcb your last 
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was not U> me personally, it was to my othcT self -ab*: 
will answer it. She oflen says she longs to see you, 
and espresses great love aad regard for you, though 
known to her only by your letters. It givGa me much 
pleasure to hear of the prospect at Barrington. 1 trust 
the Lord will ride prosperously to the concpest of hi* 
enemies there ; and I cannot but hope that His majeafy 
will be made known at Halifax, and such a lire kindled 
aa all the powers of darkness will not be able to e:x- 
tinguish. — As to myself, I think at present I hfivo maoy 
mercies and but few trials but what arise from my own 
heart. for thankfulness and humility ! 1 trust I do 
love the Lord, and feel in a measure happy in him ; 
I think I can say, 'He hath done all things well,' aod 
believe 

' Affliction! rram his aoiereign hand 
Are bleiainga in disguise.' 

"Help mo to praise Him. 1 think, were not my 
heart so deeply ungrateful, 1 might praise him - 

" But alaa ! what foul ingratitude I feel ! You can 
•carcety imagine what n heap of contradictions I am. 
Sometimes, were you to hear me preach, you would 
suppose t was so taken up with the beauty of Jesus, 
that I could never live at such a distance from him aa 
I do, or in an hour's time lose sight of bis charme. 
Brother 1 pray for me, aa unfaithful servant. O ! that 
God would destroy all ain in me. 1 find self would 
mingle with and spoil all I do. It follows me to the 
pulpit- — to the closet, and even to the writing-desk. 
Yes ! I find it this moment endeavouring to rise even 
by its degradation. But I fear I feel comparatively 
very liiile oF the corruption that is yet latent in my 
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heart. O for a keener conTJciioD of this dire iDrec- 
lion ! Is it duI amazing ihat I should be proud, who 
have so much cause to lie prostrate in the dust > and 
rot, amiizing as it inay seem, I fear I am not clear of 
prido in telling jou so. You will think I am a mone- 
Mr. I am so. 1 say it trith teore. O I how little do 
I know of mjrself. However, Jesus is my trust ; 
in hiiti will I hide myself until the iodignation be orer- | 
put. 

■' 1 am, Dear Brother, 

■' Yours, Sic, Sur. 

"Wii.i,ii.mBi.»cr." 

Anxious to cultivate the corresponJence of one, of 1 
whose piety aod judgment ho entertained so exalted ai 
opinion, h<? addressed another letter 10 the same ho 
DOure<l servant of the Lonl Jesus, n fVw days subse- 
quent to the dato of the above, in whiuh he requests 
hia ihongbts * on tnmptalion,' and suggests, as the topics 
on which ha was particularly desirous to receive his 
mntimenla— The Lonl'a design in permitting his ser- 
TonU lo be icitiptcd — Suian'd in tempting them — and 
die most up|iro[iriata directions for those who aro 
tanpud. This rci]ucs[ he accompanied with bis own 
vltw Id relation to the (glorious privileges of the Chris- 
tian believer, with no di'Bign or expectation, as ho 
ntoileaily intimates, of adding aoy thing to Mr. Gar- 
ntlaon's knowleilgo of that elevated aubjoci, whose 
wladom ntid cxjiorieiice he regarded as far superior to 
hiaown, but purely for the purpose of inducing hia 
■eiiuiescence in the roiiuest he had mode, and of pav- 
ii^ the way to a mutual interchange of their ihoughia 
«a die things of God. An extract from the letter may 
r 2 
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interest and profit the reader r-*" Our privileges 09 
Christians, even in the present world, are inexpressi- 
bly great. Perhaps they may all be inclqded in the 
following particulars : — 1. A well grounded hope and 
comfortable assurance of our interest in Christ, which 
implies the knowledge of our pardon, acceptance, and 
adoption into the family of God, witnessed by the 
Spirit of God. We have received the Spirit of God, 
that we might know the things that are freely given |o 
us of God. my brother \ what a privilege is this, 
to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge f 
S. Communion with God in his ordinances. These 
are wells of salvation whence we draw all our conso- 
lation. And O what happiness do we derive through 
faith, from the word of God — public and private 
prayer — watching and fasting — ^meditation and Chris- 
tian converse. When the Lord shines upon any of 
these, the wilderness and the solitary place is glad- 
dened, — ^the desert rejoices and blossoms as the rose, — 
the beauty of Carmel and Sharon are given unto it, — 
streams of grace and love, which make glad the city 
of God, issue from beneath the altar of burnt offering 
and incense, to refresh our souls. But alas ! what 
cause have I to mourn that my communion is so often 
intercepted, my comforts so transient, and my attain- 
ments so small. I would only mention one thing 
more ; namely, the unshaken confidence we are called 
to repose in the wisdom, goodness, power and faith- 
fulness of God, in all his providential disposals. Nor 
is it one of the least privileges the Christian enjoys^ 
to know assuredly that all things shall work together 
for his good. While unerring wisdom is at the helm 
of affairs, and overrules the minutest occurrences — 
while irre9i$Uble power with its matchless arm is en- 



gagnl iu our ilefencc — while boundleis goodnesi, with 
its iwnbausiible falnets is daily aupplying our waniK 
—while inviolaile faithfalneta i« pleJgeJ to ful^ all 
the promises, which arc yea and amen m Christ Jesus, 
what has tlie believer in fear ? what may he Dot hope r 
All this I believe to be the privilege of the Christian. 
It comfort*, and yet it grieves me, for grace to gay 
In every cirt-umstance of life, 'Father, thy will lie done. 
Thou hasi done all things well.' " 

Hitherto, iho labours of Mr. Blaek iind his eo-ad- 
intora, though perfectly harinoniom, bad been deaul- 
tary. Tb-.y bod, indeed, distributed the province into 
cirenits. which, from the pouclty of their numbers, 
were necessarily very extensive ; and to r;upply the 
spiritual wants of these, they laboured, amid the heat 
nf summer and the rigours of winter, with almoet in- 
credible diligence and selfnleniul. But they now felt 
the need of a mori; perfect cone en I ration of counsel, 
and of a more systematic plan of operuiion. The 
muot pfleviunl means of securing these important ob- 
jects w«*, if> follow the example- of their brethren in 
Englatul and the United States, by InftitutiH); an 
Mmukl mcrtintt for the purpose of deliberuiing on mat- 
Mm uivolviug the lemporalilies as well as the spiritual 
intneiitii of the church. The firat Novo geotia Die- 
trier Heeling, or as Mr. Black calls It ' Conference,' 
wu accordingly held al Halifas, In October, 1786. It 
eonnnrnccil on the lOth and lasted four dayii. Its pni- 
Medingw were characterized by unanimity and brother- 
l/love. All were auimatnd with the same spirit ; and 
i«c«i«iDg their appointments as emanating iVom diTinr 
Ptnridenri-. repaired to their respective scenes nl* 
exnniiin in tho fuln«as of the bleit^ing of the Gos|H'I 
ef Ckrisl. Mr. Biui^k and Mr- GarrrttKin were np- 
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l^inted to the Halifax circuit which, besides the town^ 
then embraced Annapolis, Granville, Dfgby, Horton 
and Windsor—- a field of sufficient amplitude for the 
labours of eight or ten* <* We had some very happy 
times," says Mr. Black, ^* during the winter, especially 
at Horton, where there was a powerful awakening 
among the people. Fifteen witnessed a good confes- 
sion ; and J doubt not but more would have found the 
love of God, had it not been for the great opposition 
they received from the Antinomian Mystics. In Hali- 
fax towHj several were under great distress, yet I know 
of none^ who were on this occasion set at liberty^ ex- 
cepting Margaret McKenziCi She had heard a great 
deal said against the Methodists ; and was determined 
as she passed the meeting one day, for once to go and 
hear for herself. I happened to be expounding the 
Lord's prayer. The word reached her heart ; she was 
convinced of her fallen state, and of the necessity of 
the new birth. Though exposed to great oppositicm 
and persecution, she restlessly sought after God, until 
she found redemption in Jesus' blood ; and is now a 
pious humble Christian." 

Those errors in religion which are distinguished by 
the epithet oi Antinomian^ might, with equal propriety, 
be designated antirevangelical. The divine dispensa- 
tions are intimately connected, and in perfect harmony ; 
whatever, therefore, degrades the law of God, equally 
obscures the pure glories of the Gospel of God. Incor- 
rect views of the one, are incompatible with just ap- 
prehensions of the other. The revelation of God is 
entire ; and evils of a far deeper aspect than mere 
speculative delusion, are often the result of its mutila- 
tion. The perfect innocence of mental error, is in- 
deed a topic upon which pretenders to unbounded 
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diarity and liberality, deliglit lo oxpalialc. Opinions, 
••y ihey, are but opinions, and practically of trivial 
ifOportance. ' We look not at the creed, but at the 
Itfe.' Indeed '. And may wo be permitted with ell be- 
coming deference to ask these personu, whose expanded 
■Binds have HWollen beyond the measure of the sbac- 
klsB of ' bigotry,' — ' Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or Bft of (htsllca f By wimt species of logic do they 
ptove that there subsists no connection between lbs 
creed sod ilie life ? We had supposed that the truths 
of Revelation were not matters of human opinion, but 
facta divinely attested, demanding ' the obedience of 
/aUh' as imperatively as its moral precepts do rightt- 
OBBDew oflife; and we are weak enough to imagine thMt, 
apain from the intrinsic value of truth, and pre-emi- 
nenily of divine truth, it exercises Iho most momentous 
influence upon the formation of our character, and 
consequently upon our eternal destiny. There are not 
WWiIiDg, indeed, accumulated evidences that such is the 
het. What stronger practical demonstration isnccded 
of the vast importance to be attached to religious senti- 
ments, [ban their indisputable tendency, according to 
ibeir obliiiuity or rectitude, to impede or to advance tha 
work of God .' In almost every instance ofa remark- 
able outpouring of the Holy Spirit, recorded in the pre- 
eoiiag pages, wo have seen the enemy endeavour- 
ing lo render " the good seed" as unproductive as 
poosible, by sowing among it the tares of false doclrioe 
^-«nd we regret to say with ominous success. I( is 
perActly obvious, that when errors in reli^pous belief, 
that, by BU|>or:f'ding the obligatiotiB, annihilate ihw 
■uwtionB of the law under which all believers are 
I Jlbffed to Christ, are imbibed and maintained n« 
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Bainta," the practical consoquonceB must be moBl dis* 
Bstroua. During the period of an overwhelming visi- 
tation of ihe power of the Holy Spirit, the legitimate 
iofluence of such ' vain speculations' may be in a great 
degree BUppreesed, becau^ the mind, swept along by 
a sublime and unwonted influence, has then neither 
time nor inclination to think of auglit but the absorb- 
ing intereslH of eternity. The germ of evil, however, 
though latent for a time, ia depoaited in soil too con- 
genial with its unhallowed nature, and will, infalliblj'', 
in many instances, soon develope itself ia varioua 
forms of iuiquiiy, and in direct and determined hoB- 
tilicy to that sacred cause, in favour of which, pro- 
fessedly, its zeal turns, and its energies are put forth. 
In consequence of the extent to which errors of this 
description infested many parts of Nova Scotia, at an 
early period of its settlement, Mr. Black was, from 
the commencement of his course, obliged to be con- 
Btautly in armour for the defence of the Gospel. And 
his intimate acquaintance with the origin and pro- 
gress of those errors, as well as the frequent occasions 
ho had to mourn over their withering effects, eminent* 
ly qualified him for this work. To Mr. Garrettaon, 
hb valued colleague, who had not been accustomed to 
ibis species of delusion, it presented a novel and mys- 
terious aspect ; and he requested Mr. Black to favour 
hira with his views on the subject, in an argumentative 
fonn. This Mr. Black did in the following letter : — 
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To the Sev. F. Garrettson — Rorton. 

"HiLtPAs, Fob. 14[h, 1787. 
Kgv. and Deah Bsothee, 
" According to your desire and my promise, 1 now 
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you my iboughta on the propOBitians you incn- 
Tou justly observe, aa Ihey are eo zealously 
pcofngiLted through the provinco, they must certainly 
ilo much harm. 

" 1 . It is atlinnci], tbat ' maa has nothing at all to 
do ; ihat if he liA a haiiJ cowarda his own salvation, 
be will be damned?' But is not this contrary to the 
words of St. Paul,—' Work out your own aalvation, 
with fear and trembling.' If indeed by ■ towards sal va- 
tion,* they meant, towards purehating it, ibej would 
affirm nothing bat the truth ; but if they refer to our 
obtaining solvation, the assertion is utterly false. For 
though Christ baa died for us, be has neither repented 
nor believed for us ; still, therefore, if we repent not, 
we shall perish— if we believe not, we shall be damn- 
mL The Scripturea urge ua to turn, teek, knock, 
ttrivt, wrestle, run, &r. And is tliis, I would ask, do- 
ing nothing ? absolutely nothing ? Ib it tiot for talua- 
tion that we ore to seek, ask, wrestle and run ? Does 
the sinner repent that be may perinh, or believe that 
be may bo damnod ^ or rather does he not do both in 
order to salvation ? la not l«lieving itself called a 
woric /—'This ia the work of God that ye believe ;' 
■od St. Paul says, ' We have believed that we might 
h« jtwtified,' that is plainly, in order to justificittion, 
and of course, to salvation. Shall we then l>e damned 
ter attempting to stretch forth the withered hand, and 
inneh the hem of his garment .' Does not the Gospel 
call aponus to renounce our sclf-rightcouancss, to fly to 
Christ, and to lay hold on the hope set licfnre us f And 
«n any soul be saved without doing this ! Does not 
Christ command us, if we would be his disciples to 
deny ourselves f le the man in bis proper senses who 
would aflinQ that all this is nothing i 
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" 9, It 19 vehemently coniended that ' neither repent- 
ance Dor prayer precedes the new birth.' Thia also m 
contrary to the Scriptures. — With regard to repent' 
ance, John the Baptist thus opens bia mission, ' Repent 
yc, /or the kingdom of heaven is at hand ;' and nilr 
Lord began to preach in the same words. Matt, iv : 17. 
The Apostles proclQtm the same doctrine — 'Repent 
abd bo converted that your sins may be blotted out.' — 
Now here repentance is put before forgiveness. Si- 
mon Magus was exhorted to repent. Acta viii ; 20. 
' God commandeth all men every whore to repent.' 
Acts xvii : 30. Paul showed to both Jews and Gentiles 
that they should repent, and do worlcs meet for repenU 

ance. Acts, xxi : 20. But enough of thia, In 

relation to prayer, it may be observed, — Some well- 
meaning people, apprehensive leat sinners should put 
prayer in the place of the Saviour, have gone very 
UQscriptural lengths ; and sometimes A-om the pulpit 
have said more against p^a3^ng than agiiinel swearing. 
' No unconverted man,' say they, ' ought to pray ; it 
keeps him from Christ, and he will never be converted 
till he leaves off praying.' lam really of opinion that 
many of tboae who speak thus, wish well to the cause 
of religion ; and seeing many rest in the bare form of 
prayer, and building on their self-righteousness, were, 
in order to avoid thia rock, before they were aware, 
led into serious error ; and instead of opposing the 
abtue, have inveighed against the ut« of a precious or- 
dinance of God. This clearly appears from the na- 
ture of prayer. Prayer is the desire of the heart made 
known to God, either mentally or by worda. Having 
offered this short definition of prayer, 1 ask, 

who sees himself under the curse of a broken It 
and feela the wratli of God abiduig on him, c 
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groaning, ' Who shall deliver mc ? Lord save or I 
perish J' Would it be his duly lo suppress such 
prayere— lo stifle such desires after the favour of God— 
ihe pardon of ein — the conversion of his soul, lest he 
ohould uoE come to Chii:^t so bood, or lest he should 
innke a Saviour of prnycr. Is there not another and 
a more excellent way of epealiiDg against self-rigfaie- 
ouaOese, than by opfmsing prayer f Heartless fonn$, 
1 um aware, are an aboniinalion unto the Lord, but 
not the eamegl groans of the broken and contrite 
heart. Prom the obligations lo pray. — Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he 
ia near — Call upon me in the day of trouble— If any 
man lack wisdom, let him ask of God— Is any afflict- 
ed, let him prny, — To mention only one passage 
more,— the apostle exhorts Simon Magus to repent, 
■tnd pray God, if perhaps, the thoughts of his heart 
tnigbl be forgiven him. Can there be a stronger de- 
ntiMMlratiun of the propriety and necessity of prayer 
in an uorogenorate sinner than this f Thai he was an 
unooiiverted man, none con deny ; and yet the opostle 
DXhorta him both to repent and pray. This, surely, 
itf a sufficient precedent for any minister. From the 
fromiiei made lo prayer, — as, ' Seelt, and ye shall 
Ibdi' 'Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.' From 
th» anrweri to prayer recorded tn Smplure.— Jacob 
wntmlod until he obtained the blessing. Manasseh 
prayed, and was delivered, though such a monster of 
wiekednuBS before. The [mblican's prayer was heard ; 
It down to his house justified. Bartiiiwu.i 
in vain, * Jesus thou Son of Daviil, ha**: 
n mel' Saul aioee and washed away his 
ng on the name of the Lord Jesus.' Cor- 
i' pruyera as well as his alms came up in mc- 
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morinl before Gud. These, uinong many other coh- 
sideraiions, evince that it is the duty of all who deaire 
to be found of God in peace, by prayer ancl supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving to make known tlieir requests 
unto him. 

" 3. An extremely dangerous notion has of late 
been received by iiiany, respecting sin in believers. 
Those born of God are said to be dead tmlo tin and 
■alive tmto God. They are no longer slaves unto eir 
that they should obey il in the lusta thereof, but neie 
ereatwet in Christ Jesus, But we are told that true 
faith niaj not only esist without good works, but that 
it may consist trifA the moit diaboticat works at dark- 
neii — that a. man may be a drunkard, an adulterer, 
and even a murderer, without forfeiting his title to the 
favour of God. One told me, the other day, that if 
he were to live in the forementioned vices, from that 
day till the day of his death, his title to heaven would 
remain secure, nor would be be a whit the less a child 
of God, than when walking in the obedience of love- 
' Il is true,' said he, ' 1 do not wish to do bo. If I were, 
it would becloud my evidences.' Yes, replied 1, aDil 
forfeit your titlo too ; for ' faith without works is 
dead,' and 'when the righteous man turneth away 
from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and 
dieth in them ; for hi:* iniquity that be hath done shall 
he die. All his righteousness that he hath done shall 
not be mentioned ; io his trespass that he hath tres- 
passed, and in his sJn that he bath sinned, in them 
shall he die.' But It is vain to reason with such per- 
sons. Press them with (he Law, and they cry ' Moaea 
is dead — we have nothing to do with the law.' Have 
ihey forgotten what our Lord says, or do they think 
him as blind and legal us a Methodist. — ' Think not' 
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says be, ' that I am come lo destroy the Law or the 
Prophets: I sm not come codestroj', buttofulfil. For 
verily, I say udIo you, till heaven and earth pasf, 
one jot or one tittle sball in oo wise pass from the 
Lbw, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall 
break one of these leaat comiuHndmeDis, aod shall 
(each men so, he shall be called the least ia the kingdom 
of heaven : bul whosoever shall do nod teach them, 
the same shall be called great In the kingdom of hea- 
ven.* Do they itnogiiie Sl Paul woe mistaken when 
he said, ' \Vc are not without law to God, but under 
Ibe law to Christ ?'— Press them with the Qoipel, tell 
Ibem with the apostle that < they that do such things 
afaoi) not inherit the kingdom of God,' another subter- 
Gtge is ai hand. 'O, 'lis only the body that sins — the 
■uui caiuioi sin.' By this absurd distinction they open 
the flood-gates of iniquity, and by a single stroke, 
make void both the Law, and the Gospel. Accord- 
ing lo this view, the body can act without the soul ; 
Chrin may comHumd the soul, nnii ihe devil the body ; 
grace may reign in the soul, and sin in the body. But 
tbeapoelle declares, — 'Sin shall not reign in your mor- 
tal bodies, that yc should obey it in the lusts thereof: 
■in shall not have dominion over you.' 

" One of their teachers on a certain occasion illos- 
traied his sentiment by this (beautiful ^) simile — 'A 
balwver,' said he, ' is like a nut ; it may foil into the 
mud, but the kernel will not be in the least defiled.' 
What a dreadful insinuation is here ; for mark the ex- 
plication : — ' Though we sin with the body, the soul 
nmains pure and uudefiled.' 

" I also heard another of their teochera affirm that, 
' ■ man might live in adultery and murder ten months 
UigDlhcr, uuil yet be a child of God — a man oAcr 
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God's owQ heart— that his soul might never sin all that 
time.' To prove thia, he produced the case orDavid. 
That noble teetimouy concerning David, they forget, 
was not given when he was covered with the guilt of 
uncleanneaB and blood. Nor can they ever prove that 
David was ' a man after God's own heart' when he 
perpetrated those evil deeds, unless they can make ii 
appear that the holy God delights in murder and adul- 
tery ; that he forbnd David to do the thing he willed 
he should do ; that he reproved him for fulfilling hi9 
will ; and that he puniehed him severely, inwardly and 
outwardly, in his person and in hia family, for ac- 
complishing his will and pleasure. 

"After all, 1 cannot but form a favourable judg- 
ment of many who hold these unscrlptural tenets. I 
believe many of them would Hhtidder at the thought of 
reducing them to practice. Many of them, I doubt 
not, are real lovers of Jesus. I desire always to dis- 
tinguish between a man and his opinions. You may 
make of this lottor what uae you think proper. 
" Yours, &c. 

" WiLtiiM Black." 

While Mr. Black lost no opportunity of ofiering 
the most effectual counteraction in his power, lo those 
forms of error that prevailed around him, and in his 
personal exertions for the good of his people, com- 
bined in an eminent degree the assiduity of the pastor 
with the zeal of the preacher, his pen was often cm- 
ployed as the medium of ai&ctionate and faithful 
communication with individuals in whose salvation he 
felt an animated interest. There are persons of re- 
putation attached to the interests of every spiritual 
community, who, amidst all their exhiWtion of a 
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fritiiulty and liberal spirit, yet lack one thing. When 
any object of public uiiliiy, connected with the church, 
is aet on foot, oa the erection or onlorgement of a 
plMse of worship, or the more respectable inainteosnco 
of the ministry established uiikoug iliem, they ore of- 
IsQ aniung the niosi active ip promoting it ; and ibeir 
Jiandsonie contributiona not unfrequently Ehame the 
niggardly dolings of some members of lite church, 
(rbose parijinionious hearts the love of Christ even, 
ewmot teach to devise liberal things. Vet tbey want 
religious decision. Such churactera awukeo a tender 
^lupathy in the bosom of the grateful minister : he 
cannot but earnestly wish uud devoutly pray that they 
wer« not only almost but altogether persuaded to be 
Cbrutiftns. The following letters emanated fromlbia 
Jwly utd beuignont solicitude : — The first is to Lawyer 
Hilton of Coriiwallii). 



"Halifax, Feb. lOtb, 1787. 



■■ Mr Deak Fb 



'■ The concern 1 feel for your soul now induces 
aw to take up my (juill. The aoul ia of vast inipor- 
tanco. Nothing under heaven ia comparable to it in 
vilutt. Words cunnoi describe it« worth. TheUoei 
^fChri»t with which it was purchased is Uieetrongeat 
deoiuDiti'aiian of this. And then, it must oust for- 
•per, either in the nearest union and most delightful 
caminunion with God in heaven, or ia the doleful 
ngiotu of everloatiug death, darkness and despair. 
Aod aro we prnbationcrs for Etebkity ! Then how 
inportwit every hour ! bow vuluublu every moment I 
Tbe Lurd prepare ua fur a happy Lxlt '. The thought 
iliauld hush every ruder passion ; but need uui diecou- 
nge lu i for the word uf God itllurd« uu great cuc> 
112 
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nigeinent ; and the experience of hie people tesEiSes ib 
truth.— ■ Seek and ye sliEtil flnil,' said incornaM Truth 
Himself. But what shall tvc seek f /tovs ehall we 
seek ? where shall we seek ? and when shall we s«ek ? 

" 1. JFAai shall we seek ? Were worldly men to 
answer this qaeatjan, they would eay, < Seek a large 
estate, — splendid buildings — elegnni furniture — abun- 
(iancB of riches.' If men of pleasure, — 'Seek rich 
cordials — lordly dishes — luscious wines — jovial com- 
panions, kc. &c.' If men of honor — ' Seek earthly 
j^lory— illasirious lilies — sounding names—nor bo satis- 
fled till every Mordecai bows to you at the gate, and 
you have secured not ouly the title of honourable and 
rtg'Al howtwable, but if possible that of tovereign mo- 
jeiCy. Bin I point you to a more atil>£tantiaJ good, 
namely, the all srtfficient Qod. ' Seek ye me ; and ye 
shall live' (Amos, iv : 5.) We must seek his^rar. 
— It was the folly of the Jews that they sought the fa- 
vour and honour of men moro than the favour and 
honour of God. Therefore Christ said to them, 
' How can ye believe who receive honour one of an- 
other, and seek not the honour that cometh from Ood 
ouiy.' ' In his favour,' says David, ' is life.' Happy 
indeed are they who are the objects of the divine fa- 
vour, who are accepted in the Beloved, whose Bins «re 
all forgiven, and who are savingly interested in the 
blood of Jesus Christ. 

"We must seek his eovmel. — 'Lean not to your 
own understanding, bat trust in the Lord.' Say with 
rhe psalmist, ' Lord, what I know not, teach thou tne.' 
O make his testimonies the man of your counsel. 
Pray that he would open to you the mysteries of his 
word, and loose fbryou its seaLi. None can teach IBce 
the Spirit of God. ' Wo imto them that lake counsel . 
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bul not of me, saith the Lord.' We must eeek tbe eon- 
wimtt foant/ettatt'on* qfhii love to our benrts.—This is 
• choice privUe^, peculiar to [he people of God. 
Tfaoy alone know the love of Christ which paaaeth 
knowledge. They alone feel it shed abroad in their 
beorts, by the Holj' Ghost given unto thetn. And this 
is, indeed, u pearl of great price. It is the essence of 
heavenly felicity, more precious than rubies ; tiod all 
tbe things that can be desired are not to be compared 
to divine Lone. It is stronger than death ; many wa- 
ters c&nnot quench it. We must seek his image. — 
Every ChristiaD bears the Image of God. ' If any 
man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature ; old 
things are jtassed away, behold, all things are become 
new.* New hopes — new fears — new Joys and aor- 
fow j t n ew desires and aversions. Ho lovea what onci! 
I» hmted — and hales what be once loved. And this 
Huage is absolutely necessary to cooslitute a Chrls- 
(htn. We must seek his eotuolatioru. — Religion is not 
ike UMlancboly thing it ia too generally supposed to 
ke. 'The joy of the Lord is' the believer's 'strength.' 
' BeliBvmg. we rejoice with joy ihat is unspeakable 
■nd flill of glory.' O soek 'the ktngiloin of God,' 
wUeb is ' rigbteousncs« and peace and joy in the Holy 
GhoM,' uniil you know and feel that it is nithm you. 
' Tbe Lord whom ynu seek will suddenly come to his 
temple;' and 'in the multitudo of your thoughts within 
jm, his comforts will delight your soul,' We must 
ttHk an habitual readineii for death. — We know not 
MWtaat hour the summotis may be put into our bandit. 
le ye therefore ready also.' The Judge is at the 
or. There is no time in delay. In ilie twinkling of 
Wioy«God may say umo uh, ' Give nn account of thy 
■Mw«rd«hip. for thou mayost be no longer steward.' 




But hotn shall we seek ? Not earelessty.—' Many sIibII 
seek to enter in, and ahall not be able :' we must afrive. 
' Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lordj shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doetb 
ihe will of my father who is in heaven.' Not oeeaiioa- 
ally. — The reason wby mauy who seek do not find him 
is, because they only seek now and then. Sometimes 
while hearing or reading the word they are affected; 
and then they pray and resolve ; bnt tbeir impressions 
soon vanish away ; for want of a deeper and more 
abiding conviction, their regolutioas ore soon forgot- 
ten ; and they remain without hope, and without Cod 
in the world. Not aelf-rigkteowly. — ' If a man strive, 
yet is he not crowned unless he strive lawfully. ' Is- 
rael, which followed a&et the law of rigbteouuiess, 
hath not attainedto the law of righteousness. Wiwe- 
foi'e ? Because they sought it, not by faith, but as it 
were by the works of the law. For they being igno- 
rant of God's righteousness, and going about to estab- 
lish their own righteousness, have not submitted them- 
selves unto the righteousness of God.' O Sir ! bring 
nothing with you to procure the favour of God. It is 
received by faith, without money and without price. 
Plead nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ, as the 
meritorious ground of justification. 

" Seek the Lord fervently. — Let all the powers of 
your soul cry out after Gwl ; and you shall surely find 
him. O strive, that is, agonize to enter in at the strait 
;a;ate. ' He is the rewarder of all that diligently eeek 
him. Comtantlt/.—Lel not a moment pass in which 
0. courier is not sent with a memorial to the throne of 
grace. Jesus 'spake a parable to this end, that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint.' Onever cease 
to cry till the Lord in mercy reveals liis Son in yonc 



heart, auJ graciously delivers your sou). ' Shall not 
God avenge his own elect, who cry day and aighl unto 
bim ? Verily, I say unto you, He will avenge thetn 
gqieedily.' Humbly. — Come as a poor, helpless, gull- 
ly, raicerable, forloro, undone creature. Cry as the 
lep«n under ihe law — UocleBi), unclean. Nor fearto 
come as a guilty, depraved Binaer ; for he delights to 
show mercy. He is the only phyEJclan of the soul. 
He caine to seek and lo save thui which was lost. O, 
pRMirate yourself before him. Cry, < If I perish, I 
[■wish at ihy footstool, crying with my latest breath. 
God be merciful to me a sinner '.' Betiningly. — No- 
thing but unbelief can binder your success. Remem- 
hcr. it shall lie done unto you aeeording to yow faith. 
' To him that worketh noi, but believeth on him that 
Juodfieth the ungodly, his faith is accounted for right- 
LtHtutees.' ' Faithfbl is he that hath promised ; he 
otoo will do it.' When you retire to your closet, go in 
theAdl expectation ofthcD and there meeting the Lord. 
(tey«' Lonl, (ipen to me the door uf iliy grace, — befaolil! 
1 open the door of my heart to iliee. I am come to 
ihruw njsell' belbre thy mercy seat : O »hino forth 
from between the cherubim ! O lift up the light of 
thy countenancj! upon me ! Cause thy face to ahinn 
upoa Die ; and I ohnll be saved ! O remember the word 
upon which then host ca.nBed me to trust. Lord, 1 lie> 
lieve; help ihou mine uubelief.' 

' Wllh tliee all night I roenn u ilny, 
And wreaite lill die break orilay'. 

sheet is exhausted. 

, with great sincerity, 

Vour Serrmt for Christ's sake, 

"WiLLUM Bl.JlCB." 
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To Major Crane, of Hortor. 



"HiLtFAS, Feb. 12th, 17877 
'^Dbar Sir, 

" Your's I received. Mr. Anderson will write tc» 
your brotlier, and gend the piece joa mention. 1 thank 
you for proposing sucli a. thing. Do all you can to 
spread ihein. O, Mr. Crane, make sure of heaTen. 
By no means rest till you find rest in Christ Jesiu. 
Refuse all comfort til! be himself comfort you. 1 long 
to hear of your being brought into the liber^ of the 
children of God. Your kindueas to us as ministere of 
Jesua Christ, aud the respect you manifest for the 
Gospel, naturally make us care for, and esteeni you. 
But one thing is still wanting, which is, ChrUt inyon 
the hope of glory. This, Sir, would crown all ; and 
our Joy in this respect would be full. — To see you re- 
joicing in the love of Jesua ; going in and out before 
the people in the spirit and power of Jesus Christ. 

"Spunking of Hiosislrattw, the psBhnist auys, 'I 
have said, ¥e are Gods,' that a, Ye are God's ve- 
presentatives. Ye have received a delegated power 
fnaa God ; and in his nome and spirit, ye ought to 
act. Magistrates, as minUteti of justice, and preaeb- 
ers of the Gospel, as fainiitert of mercy, ought to be 
as guardian ungels, watching over the civil and reli- 
gious interests of the people. &3 our stations are 
more emiuent, and our influence greater in proportion, 
our lives ought to be more holy. What a blessing 
you might be to those around you, were you rich in 
grace, and a bright example of divine iove ! From 
my last visit, I caimot but think, God has done, and 
is about to do great things for Horton. 0, may Jesus 
ride on from conquering to conquer ! Things here are 
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just as when I left ihem. Mrs. Black joins iit love lo 

you a nd Bister Crane, with all frieiida, 
^^■> " I am. Dear Sir, 
^^^^» " Your Servant for Christ'ij sake, 

^^^P^ " Wii,LiAiif Black." 

.Tonathnn CranR, Esq., for many years a Colonel in 
the Mililia, a magistrate, and a member of the Pro- 
rincial Parliament, evinced through life an unabated 
inwrcst id the prosperity of the Methodist church ; 
but tiever, I helieve, became a member of it. To hi^ 
nnUc-minded liberality ihe society is chiefly indebted 
for their handsome and commodious chapel in Lower 
Horton, which he only just livetl to see completed. 
How deeply is it to be regretted, that characters in al- 
most all respects so estimable, and who withal love 
' the habitation of God's house, and the place where 
his honour dnelleth,' should live short of the reception 
■od profession of that faith which workelh by love anil 
puritieih the heart. Short of it, however, through 
the mercy of God, Mr. Crane illd not die. In his last 
Bffiiction be was led to seek God with the whole heart. 
Ere the shadows of death gathered around him, a. 
liffat was kindled in his soul, that enabled him to tread 
the dreaded vale with joyful and unsuspecting conti- 
4lme« in (he GmI of his salvation. His dying testi' 
mony to the mercy and grace of Go<l, in Christ Jesus, 
wu explicit and scriptural ; and has been a source of 
tb« richest nolace to his children, and especially to his 
venerable relict, whoseholy life, and godly conversa- 
tjen.havo long rendered heru distinguished ornament 
of the Methodist Society. 

Wo odd a Icltf r written the same day, to James 
Noble Shannon, Es<|.. who married u sister of Mr. 
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Crane. Ue then resided ai Horton ; and afterwanfai 
far many yeara previous to his death, at Parraboro.' 
While memory continuea to perform its offiee, or the 
lost epark of gratitude remains unextinguished in his 
breast, the compiler of these pages can never for^ 
the pareutal kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Shannon, wben 
in the aeveutcenth year of his age, lie laboured on the 
Parraboro' circuit. And he feels a mournful and con' 
scioua pleasure, at the distance of near aa many more 
ye ais since that period, while, they are sbimberingiu 
the grave, to recoid this grateful tribute to the memoiy 
of departed excellence. The end of both waa peace. 
Mr. Shannon was naturally ofa very diffident mind — 
])rune to look at his own heart, till humiliation dege- 
nerated into despondence. In consequctioe, although 
he constantly walked in the /ear of God, he seldom 
enjoyed a large share of the Miaforl of the Ht^ 
Okoit. This peculiarity, from which he waa the 
greatest sufferer, was rather constitutional than moral. 
From the commencement of his religious course, it 
ivould seem from Mr. Black's letter, he waa tempted 
to dejection, from a humiliating estimate of his spiri- 
tual deficiencies : — 

"H)LLiyAx,Feb. lath, )78T. 
" Deir FaiENU, 
" 1 cannot but hope the Lord ia about to reveal 
himself to you. 1 am glad that you are in some mea- 
sure sensible of the corruption of your heart, and of 
the danger of settling down in the bare /orm of religion 
without the povier. It has been the ruia of thousands 
to do BO. Heaven forbid it should ever be. yours. If 
youteelthe corruption and hardness of your heart a 
burden to you, let not thiil discourage you, but rather 
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thank GoJ that he has made tho discovery lo you. 
Ob ! fly with all your coropUinta lo Jesus. He hoa 
proraiiied lo taka away the heart of atone, and give you 
a Aeorl of flesh. Only, he will be enquired of, to do 
theae things for us. 0, Sir ! beware of trifling with 
nonvjctiona. Besiege ilie throne of grace with all the 
power of prayer. Nor real in eitemals : pursue the 
end of prayer, — union Qnd communion with God in 
Cbrisi. O, seek his fuce continually. ' Seek ye me ; 
and ye shall live,' satdlhe Lord — ihaUlive I yea, alife 
of faith, of love, of holiness, of comfort, and of glory, 
O what a mercy it ie, that the Lord sboald regard 
such wonhleaa worms ; and ofier life and salvation tu 
ua without money or without priue I I hope yet to see 
you rejoicing in the Lord, and hear you say with 
Darid, ' Come and hear, all ye that fear God j and I 
irill toll you what he hath done for my soul.' — My 
klodesi respects to Mrs. Shannon. May the Sun of 

!iflneai arise, andsbme brightly upon her soul 1 
" 1 am, with great sincerity, 
" Vour servant in the Gospel. 
" William Black." 
_ 



CHAPTER VIII. 

MR. black's colleague, MB. OARRETTSON, LEATEt 
jrOVA SCOTIA — CONVERSION OF AN ATROCIOUS SIK» 

MER DR. COKE APPOINTED TO VISIT NOVA SCOTIA-r- 

LBTTER FROM THE DR. — LETTER FROM MR. WESLEY 
— MR. BLACK WRITES MR. WESLEY — THE DEVIL'S 
COUNSEL TO HIS CHILDREN, AN INGENIOUS PRODUC- 
XION — SERIOUS RELIGION PROGRESSIVE IN HALIFAX 
-^MR. black's constant REGARD, AMID HIS LA" 
BOURS, TO THE STATE OF HIS OWN HEART — ANIMAD- 
VERSIONS ON A SERMON — BEST WAY OF OPPOSING 
HETERODOX TEACHERS — LETTER TO JOHN BLACK, 
KSq. ON HIS BEGINNING TO PREACH — HIS EXCEL- 
LENT CHARACTER-^LETTER TO MR. GRANDINE ON 

MARRIAGE — SECOND NOVA SCOTIA CONFERENCE 

MEMORABLE REVIVAL IN VIRGINIA — LETTER TO THB 
SOCIETY IN HALIFAX. 

On the first of April 1787, Mr. Garrettson sailed for 
Boston, in order to attend the ensuing Conference at 
Baltimore, undecided whether he should subsequently 
return to Nova Scotia, or not. Mr. Black felt deeplj 
in parting with a colleague, whom he so highlj 
esteemed, not merely on account of the personal plea- 
gure and benefit he had derived from his friendship, 
but from an apprehension of the serious loss the cause 
^f God was likely to sustain from his absence. The 
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Cttufidence be rpposed in Mr. Garreltaon's establiahod 
pie!]' and matured judgment, hadinaioriully alleviated 
the weight or hia respuQ^ibility ; but it might now be 
■aid of him, that the care of all the churches cam* 
npon him daily. The charge of the whole circuit 
derolviog upon him at the same time, of necessity 
greatly augmented his labours. " For some time," h» 
uya, " 1 hail about one hundred and forty inilea t« 
Tide in ibo country, on the week days, besides preach- 
ing in the town regularly, every sabbath. But the 
Cjord slrcnglbened ine to perform my journeys, and 
many flocked out lo boar." 

The coDveraion of a single individual, ^vhoso r«- 
morseless audacity in the servico of the devil has been 
matter of gcucral notoriety, often utlracta more attcit- 
licin than that of scores, in whose exterior deportment 

' (bft change is less conspicuous. An<l it is u melancho- 
ly proof of the enmity of the unregenerato mind 
sgitlnst God, that the accession of ao signal a trophy 

< 10 iho victories of the cross— which animates the minic- 
Ur of Jesus in his wbrk, and diffuses exhilaration 

{ ihrnngh the bosom of the church — should rouse iha 

' demon of fury and persecution in those who find them- 
■eWes suddenly abandoned by their fm-mer leader in 
erime. A signal ini^tance of this kind is recorded by 
Hr. Black, under date of Miiy 6tb in this year : — 
** Wliile 1 was preaching in the morning, Muk 
flmitfa, a aoldicr, one of the vilest men in all ibe regi- 
tnoDt, was struck under deep convictions. He im- 
■ejntely relinquished his ungodly courses, and with 
«arnesl cries and tears, sought and obtained the peRCa 
of Ood, which paaselb all understanding. At first ha 

Ih great persecution ; and was sometimca a>- 
trilh blows that laid him prostrate on iha 
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ground. But God has now restrained hia enemies. He 
tippears a wondor, yea a miraclej to nil who are ac- 
quainted with him in the regiment. The Lord pTG- 
aerve him blameless to the day of his coming !" 

The growing importance of Nova Scotia as a pro- 
mising field for evangelical enterprise had of late more 
especially engaged Mr. Wesley's attention ; and in 
accordance with Mr. Black's request, Dr. Coke, who 
had for some lime acted as the ambassador of Melbo- 
dism abroad, while its venerable founder laboured with 
' untiring enei^ in the domestic ilepnrtment, was ap- 
pointed to visit the province, and afford Mr. Black the 
advantage of bis counsel and influence in promot- 
ing the stability and extension of the work in which he 
bad been, and still was, the prominent instrument. 
This arrangement being formed, the Dr. hastened to 
apprise Mr. Black of it by the following letter : — 

"LotrnoH, Januarys, 1786. 

"My 7EBY DEAR Brother, 
"I thank you for yourletter. At the latter end of 
this year I hope, God willing, to sec you. Let all 
your strength bo employed for God, He deserves all 
you are, and alt you have. Though unknown to most 
of my dear brethren in Nova Scotia, I do not forget 
ihem in my prayers. Remember mo in your's often 
and fervently in return. I blesa God we have a con- 
aiderablo revival in many parts of England, and 
throughout Ireland ; and even poor barren Scot- 
land, begins, I trust, to lift up its head. Exercise 
much private prayer, my dear brother, and the Lord 
wilt use you much for his glory : and surely there is 

ithing else worth living for. It is an honour to have 
any thing to do in the great work which God ia carry- 
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bg on, on the face oT Iho canh. Give niy aSe^lionata 
love to your wtle. Keep humble, and God will exalt 
jou. I bavo wrilteQ lo you ia brother MarchiDgton'a 
letter, to save postnge. I trust you have a just valu* 
for our excellent diacipliuo. 
"I am with sincerity, 

" Vouriery afieciioaate friend aad brother, 
" Thomab Coke." 

The Dr. eniled Trom England late in the fall ; and 
after a stormy passage nearly across the Ailanlie, 
erenlually failed lo reach his place of intended de*- 
tinatioD i and was driven by unfavouniblo and tem- 
pestuous winds to the West ludies. Mr. Wesley, OOt 
hearing of the Dr. for upnunia of four months after 
bisdeparture, became greatly concerned for his safety, 
especially as the weather had been so iiicleineui, and 
tl» V08»el in vhich be embarked wne so miHcrablj 
coadiUoned. These apprehensions he expresses in a 
iNMrto Mr. Black, dated,— 

"LosDON, Feb. 30,1787. 

"Mr Dbaji Brother, 

" After various unfortunate hindrances and delays, 
llr. Coke embnrked on board a small brig, in tha 
atkUle of October, and was, by furious winds, t 
beat back into the harbuur. They set sail a third 
tttnei with a crazy, shattered vessel, on the eighteenth 
of October. We have not heard any thingeitherftora 
Uin or of him since. I hope you hare heard of bim 
In ARiericn. 

■■ Vou have great reason to be thankful to God fbr 
Ae progress of his work in Nova Scotia. This is ftr 
from beiug Ihu caae in Newfouudlatid, where poor 
El 
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JohnMcGeary appears to bo utterly discourap 
only through the wnnt of succesa, but through m 
the coDvenienciea, yea, Deceasaries of life. Truly, I 
I could have supposed, that those who made me tkir 
promises, would have suffered a. preauher to want 
bread, I should have aenc him into other parts, where 
he would have wanted nothing. 

" I hear very diffcreut accounts here of the state of 
your provinces. Is there plenty or scarcity in Nova 
Scotia, and New England i How docs it fare with 
Halifax and Shelhurnc in particular P Do the build> 
iags and tho people increase or decrease ? Public ac- 
couots I cannot at all depend upon ; but upon your 
word 1 can depend. Peace be with all your spirits ! 
■' I am, 

"Dear Billy. 

" Your aSbctionate friend and brother, 

" JOHH WESttt." 

In the expectation and hope of the Doctor's previous 
arrival, the brethren postponed their first District 
Meeting, till the approach of winter made it inexpe- 
dient for them to defer it any longer. Gut their nwei- 
ing, we have seen, had closed before he soiled from 
England. Great, we may weU imagine, was their 
diaapiMiiitment on finding their cherished antici|M' 
lions cut olT; but tlieir recognition of the finger of 
God in the matter suppressed evct; marniur ; ud 
their grief on their own account was merged in tb«r 
gratitude to God fur the Doctor's merciful preserva- 
tion. In reply to the above, Mr. Black, havingintlM 
mean time received information concerning the Dr., 
immediately wrote Mr. Wesley on the subject, IqtM 
before him, at the same time, a. euceinct aoc 



the stale and proapecta of the work of God in Nova 

"HitiFAS, AprUaJ, 1787. 
" Rsr. AEiD DEAR Sir, 

" Dr. Coke came within three days sail of this 
province, and vraa then driven off the coast to the 
West Indies. After visiting Antigua, Si. Tiacent'a, 
St. Kittd anil St. Eustatius, ho sailed Tor Charleston, 
S.C, leaving the preachers designed for this province 
ia the Islands. 
" Brother Garrettson is gone to nioet him at the Bal- 
B Conferent:e. Tha work of the Lord has con- 
i to spread iu this pan of the vineyard since my 
^t Liverpool there has been an astonishing 
g of the spirit. Nino were set at liberty at 
one meeting. Of forty who joined society in & few 
weeks, seventeen profcai faith. I do not know any 
part of the province in which the work of God has 
gon^ on, SB in this place, with so little declension for 
MX years or more. The mannera of the people are 
entirely changed. If the work spreads as rapidly as it 
has done, much longer, almost all in the place will be 
brought ill- Brother John Mann has been with them 
all this winter. The people seem all on fire for God, 
flapocially the young people, and exhort all they see to 
makB their pence with God. At Burrington, the 
woric ia also going on : about Gfteen more profesa to 
have found the Lord. At Horton, also, about the same 
niunber. Brother Garrettson and I have laboured al- 
Mmately in tlie town and country during the winter. 
About six weeks ago, (the laat time but one I wb» 
I Jlini ii,] 1 preached at Horton from — ' Ye will not come 
^^^^bme that ye might have life.' One young woman. 
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eame into the meeting laughing : but the power of God 
soon carried the word to her heart. It was sharper 
than a two-edged sword. She went home weary and 
heavy laden. This happened on Wednesday after- 
noon. When night came, she was afraid to go to 
Bleep, lest she should awake in hell. All the next 
day she remained in great distress. Q how dreadful 
were her feelings when she saw the sUn go down — ^to 
think — ' another sun is setting, and I am still in my 
iins, unconverted, and out of Christ. Perhaps this 
will be the last setting sun I shall ever see.' Her dis- 
tress increased, becoming greater the nearer her de- 
liverance approached. On Friday night the Lord 
filled her with peace and joy. Such was her agony of 
mind a short time before she experienced salvation, 
that she was deprived of her reason. But her ex- 
tremity was God's opportunity. And then, O how did 
■he exult in her Redeemer ! and exhort her parents 
and all that were in the house, to seek God, declaring 
what great things he had done for her soul ! 

At Halifax the work has not advanced much lately. 
I know of only one who has found the Lord since I 
last wrote. -^Our congregations are larger than ever. 
O that God would begin a powerful work here ! The 
■ociety still remains small. But surely so much seed 
is not sown in vain. To Cumberland, Annapolis, 
Digby , and the whole province of New Brunswick, we 
can at present give no assistance, for want of Preach- 
ers. I wish brother Mc Geary was here instead of 
being at Newfoundland ; he would meet with a very 
different reception. We have just got our new 
preaching-house up. I preached in it for the first txaam 
on Easter Sunday. 
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" This to(VU is much diviiled in religious matters. 
Tbere is oue large English Church — one amuU Dutch 
Church — oae Presbyterian meetinghouse — one Roman 
Catholic Chapel, besides & small society of Quakers 
— one of Sandcinaniaus, and one of the fullonera of 
Swedeuborg, logelher with a few of Lady Huntiog- 
ton'd oociely, and a great swariit of In/ideli. 
" I am. Rev. and Dear Sir, 

" Yoar Sou in the Gospel, 

"William Black." 

tt ia among ihs momentous facts inscrutable to hu< 
msn investigation, which the Bible disclusoB, that 
there exist evil spirits, who once sbono before the 
throne of God in all the eplcndours of unsullied purity. 
Tfaia fftCt claims our assent, not on the ground of phi- 
teeopbf) — by which it could never have been explored, 
and by which, now that it is revealed, it can never be 
impugned, — but as an article of intelligence emanating 
fiiMn a supernatural source ; and interwoven as it ie 
iritb the whole texture of the Racred history, fraught 
with practical consequences of the utmost niBgniludo 
and importance. Under tlie anepices of Saiao, the 
chief of those apostate angels, siu, we are informed, 
WM introduced into the world ; and go deep and broad 
Jtta be laid the foundations of his empire, so fearful 
the ascendancy he has wielded overall the generations 
ef men ftom ago to age, that he is designated in Scrip- 
ft-Xite god of this world— the prince of the power 
lis power over the human mind, ae- 
ibt the first instance by deception, is still main- 

1 ud perpetuated by means of iho same weapon. 

Ta fortify the strong holds of superstition, tdolatiy, 
■theism, where the Gospel is not, and to " blind 
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lh« mindi of them that believe not" mhere it is, "luf 
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ should shine 
noto them," are objects which be keeps steadilj in 
view, and for the tLccompliahment of ivbJch the rang* 
snd comprehensioD of his intellect, combined with un- 
mised mfillgnJty, awfully qualify him. Thousand! 
who value themselves on their nientnl EUperioriij, at* 
duped by his artilice ; and while they boast liberty, 
resemble the maniac dancing in his uhuins. The b»- 
nevotence of inHdels often expresses itself in whininf 
commiseration for those who are silly enough to credJI 
the word of God, and prepare to meet him. But lei 
ihem reserve their pity for themaelvea. Limited in- 
deed are the views of the Christian who is ignorant of 
the devices by which they suffer tbenisclvea to be im- 
posed upon — who cannot disentangle the eophistry 
which thty mistake for demonstration. 

These observations bave been suggested by the fol- 
lowing singular and ingenious production of Mr. 
Black's pen, composed at the period of his life now 
under record, in which with the hand e»f a master, ha 
exposes tbe machinations wherewith the great adver- 
sary of souls flatters the pride, foments the unhallow- 
ed propensities, and freely administers opiates to 
consciences of sceptics and infidels, in order thai he 
may lead them captive at bis will. Tbe occasional 
and judicious use of irony for ibe purpose of repellii^ 
the assailants of our faith, or of ^ving confidence t 

adberentE, is quite consistent with the majesty of 

truth : the infidel, at all events, has no just ground lo 

demur, if he find himself bumlllnted by a weapon with 

which he has oflcn vaunted his ability to rout the u- 

aftha living God, 
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" Well-beloved asd TBtisT* Friehdi, 

" I embrace this opporlunity of Hcknowledging 

nr raithfulaeas to my interest. You are, indeed, 

my loyal subjects ; and have hitherto maintaiiied your 

(ronnil against all the remanstrBDces of coascieoce, 

M dictates of reason, and the cstls of Scripture. Tou 

re true Mussulmen — steadfust believers iu that form 

of Miaiid words which I have committed unto you. 

Bs fsilbful uDIo death, and I will reward you. 

Tbo Scriptures are a mere artful contrivance of 
■Mil) desigTicd to keep the vulgar in awe. Jesna 
Cbrist was a specious impostor ; and his followers a 
Ml of melancholy ciithusiasia. The religion of lb* 
ble IB a system of restraint — a burden — a yoke ialo- 
«Me lo be borne. Reject il, my children I He- 
re it not, O ye trembling Felixes ! and thou unsta- 
I Agrippa I why art thou almost persuaded to be a 
Cbriatlan — a thing bo inconsistent with thy happiness f 
Chriati&Dity requires you to deny yourselves, to laka 
«p your cross, to forsake your most pleasurable eiiw, 
d denounces damnation on your heads. If you refuse 
tbedicnce. It declares that you must forsake your 
gBj and jovial companioDs, who make a mock of iin, 
nd aporl with the tremendous name of the Great Su- 
prenw. It says that God marks even what you say, 
■ml thai ho will not hold you guiltless when you lake 
Ui Dame in vain, though it be done merely from habit. 
Il BTcrs that the companion of fools shall be destroyed. 
Haj, it even goes bo far as lo say that you, my irusly 
, must liceome fools that you may bo wiae, 
It be converted, and become as little children, be 
■B «eain of the Spiril of God, created anew in Chrial 
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Jesus, be made inwardly holj, or you never can be 
happy in time or in eiei-nity. But care ye for none (^ 
ttieso things. Gratify the paasiona wliicti God hath 
given you. Had he not designed you should gratiQ' 
Ihem, he would not have planted them iu your nature : 
therefore fear not great flock I it is your Fatfaur's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom ; and where be 
is, there shall also his servants be. Give the rein to 
all your desires. Keep nut your feet froio evil ; not 
yuur tongue from speakmg guile ; neither be in the 
least terri&ed at your adversaries, for tb suai.l sat 

" Arm yourselves, my trusty servants, with all 
the armour of darkness, on the right hand, and on the 
lefl. Put on the helmet of presumptuous hope — the 
breastplate of unrighteousness — theswordof myspiril, 
which is my word, and let your feet Ite shod with the 
preparation of my Gospel. Let falsehood he the 
girdle of your loins ; hut above all, take the shield of 
unbelief, wherewith you may be able to quench all the 
iiery darts of the holy one. At times, my childrui, 
you feel depression of spirits — cotiEciouaneas of gutit — 
fear of death — dread of judgment, and terror of fa«U. 
But fear not ! Drive such thoughts away ttam 
you ; suffer them not to prey upon your minds, and 
dbturb your repose. Thoy will induce melancholy, 
and it may be, bring upon you the opprobrious Dame 
of enthusiast fanatic, or Metliodisl. Ifsueh tboughli 
should at any time irrcsisiibly obtrude themselves, 
and interrupt your quiei, be advised by me, mj 
children, not to resort to those cowards who have fled 
from my banners, and enlisted under Emmanuel ; 
for evil communications corrupt good manners. Bo- 
Bides, their malady is as contagious as the plague. 
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■* MedJIe Dot with thai antiquated book, the Bible. 
JH a legend consistiog of old Jewish fables, and un- 
accountable masteries. It would fain make you be- 
lieve, that, three are one, and a child, the mighty God- 
Ifyou look into it at all, let it be only to lieguile « te- 
dioiu hour on the sabbath, when conscience will not 
permit yoa to read a. play or a romance. And when 
you do at any lime read it, l;ewnro of applying any 
part of it to your own state of miod, which would be 
> nire way to disturb your peace. When you meet 
with any cose of unfaithfulness in a professor of re- 
ligion recorded there, mark the baseness of hia fall, 
but take no notice of hiaropenlanco. If there appears 
any thing equivocal in what you read, always attach 
that meaning to it which is most pleasing lo the flesh. 
ThoM parts of scripture which treat of regeneration, 
r«p«ntaQce, faith and holiness, I advise you to pass 
by ; especially Christ's Sermon on the Mount, and hia 
•HfttogUE with Nicodemus. Apply all the promises to 
yourselves ; but, pay no regard to the ihreatenings. 

" I wani you not to attend those Meetings or 
CbuR^hes where ibe ministers insist upon the necessity 
of inmard religion, or the neie birth. If you hear 
uiy, Beteci those downy doctors who prophesy 
•mooih things to the people, and tell them alt u uielt. 
If there lie such a place as heaven, do not imagine 
that it is neceseary in order to arrive there, to enter in 
Kt the Btmight gate of conversion, orto walk it 
fi>w wsy : a little heathen nioruiity will answer every 
puqxHW. 

" Pursue the honours and riches of the world, and 
itaal ordsntly, resolutely, constantly — and its j>leaBurea 
»oo, Theei! will lie of great service in sliielding your 
mioda at'uinst Uie gloomy impressions of religion. 
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Think not there is any harm in killing a few hours -; 
yo'u have long to live yet ; it is too soon to think of 
dying. What imaginable harm can there be in at- 
tending balls, masquerades, plays, or operas. No, 
No, my sons ! these will divert your minds from those 
melancholy subjects — Death, Judgment, Hell and 
Eternity. Is there any thing irrational in such inno- 
cent amusements ; or what if, after being involved dur- 
ing the day in the cares of business, you should relax 
your minds in the evening by a game at cards. Is this 
beneath the dignity of an intelligent being ? Send 
round the merry glass at the club, or quaff the cheer- 
ful bowl at the tavern, to drive away dull care. 

" Further, my children, let me counsel you to read 
plays, novels, histories, or any thing of that kind that 
may come to hand, calculated to amuse the mind and 
dissipate all anxious concern about a future state. 
Particularly I recommend to your attentive jierusal 
the works of Voltaire, with those of Hobbs and Ro- 
chester ; only add not the dying recantation of the last, 
for he turned coward when death stared him in the 
face. Voltaire my servant has done me much service. 
He employed all his skill and talent in support of my 
cause. He shall in no wise lose his reward. Nor 
you, my faithful servants, provided you only remain 
faithful unto death. 

"If Emmanuel, my sworn enemy, knock at your 
door, — and I know he will — give him no admittance^ 
despise his word ; quench his Spirit ; listen not to the 
yoice of his servants. 

" From your Royal Sovereign, 

"DiABOLOS, 

" alicts 
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Ainidsl tile multifarioug forms nf Chrietianity that 
«xiatc(] in Halifax at the time Air. Black penuod tlie 
nntinated article now presented to the reader, it is 
bonlly CO bo imagined that the principles it Bssaila 
prcvailei) lo any great extent. As public Eentiment, 
Iiowovor, had not yet acquired that elevation and in- 
fluence necessary eiTeciually to repudiate such prioci- 
pliM, the iolidel, who knuivs nu higher motive of con* 
duct than expediency, would naturally assume a bolder 
attitude and more unbluBhing front. There are few 
eumuiUDitiea at the present day, in which infidelity is 
more disreputable or whinh is nwre conspicuouH for 
the cultivation of the social virtues, and respect for 
iha institutions of religion, than that of Halifax. 
Within the last eight or ten years, the causii of serious 
gcHiliness has Ireen cheeringly progressive among the 
various classes of its inhabitants ; and we are truly 
gratified to add that, several ministers of the venerable 
Establishment have been among the most active and 
•minent instruments in transfusing a quickening in- 
fluence through the torpid mass of a dormant Chris- 
tianity. May many more emulate their blessed exam- 
ple ; and enter into their labours, flaming with gene- 
rous ardour for immortal souls 1 

The remarkable revival of religion at Liverpool, 
ODticod in Mr. Black's last quoted letter to Mr. Wes- 
l«y, attracted him thither as soon as he could form 
Mrangsments to leave for a short time his own charge ; 
>nd hi wBi amply recompensed for the visit, in the 
pleuurc ho derived from a perception of what Gud 
luid wrought, ns well ns from catching the invigorating 
influence of the Spirit of glory and of grace that ftliun- 
dontly rested upon the people. Froni the luiddle to the 
and vf May, hn was delightfully employed there in hi* 
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Master's work. That zeal for the salvation of ot&ers,- 
wliich is an omatmtioa of the love of God, is never ac- 
CODipanied with diminished solicitude for our own. 
The fire which burna in our breasts cannot, we have 
juBt cause to conclude, be from the celestial ailtar, if it 
do not purify as well as stimulate ; if in proportion to 
the ardour and energy it inspires for the immortal in- 
teresta of our fellow men, it do notescito us to " work 
out our ovm salvation with fear and trembling." 
Like the holy apostle in this respect, who although be 
was ia labours more abundant^ and stood ready at an; 
moment, from the tenderness of his love to the soula 
for whom Christ died, to pour out his life as a libation 
on the altar, in their service ; yet kept bis body under, 
lest whilst he preached the Gospel to others he should 
himself be a. cast-away. Mr. Black recognised in all 
his engagements for the good of others, the neccEtsity 
of keeping an introverted eje fixed upon the state of 
bis own heart. Amidst the excitements of the work 
at Liverpool, he thus writes to hia estimable friend 
Mr. Alexander Andersoti, to whom he could on all 
occasions unreservedly unbosom hitnself:— " I hope, 
my dear brother you do not forget me at a throne 
of grace. Oh ! brother, i stand much in need of grace 
to support me in the contest. I ivrestle not 'with 
flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers, 
with the rulers of the darkness of this world, with 
spiritual wickednesses in high places.' They are for- 
midable foes. Besides, I feel a groat deal of corrup- 
tion within, ready to join them. But blessed be GoJ 
his grace ia sufficient. My hope revives ! 

To conijuesl and a Grown.' 
" But how necessary, nolhwitbsianding. are those 



I9f« 



-'Let him thai ihinketh he standetb ttka ' 
heed lest he fall. — Be not high minded, but fear. — Let 
lu therefore fear, lest a. proinise being left u9 of en- . 
tering into his rest, any of you should seem to come i 
short of it.' My aupreme desire is, to know end do 
the will of God. O ! for an overcoming faith !— a 
fkith that iofluinee the soul with love — that purifies the 
heart — elevates the aSectlona to things above — endears 
(be Stiriour's blood — embraces hiij bleeding cross — 
obtains the great and precious promises — ecops the 
mouth of the devouring lion — quenches the violence 
of the flaming darts — and turns to flight the armies of 
the alisna. Such a fnith is Indeed a prjcelc^ jewel, u) 
invaluable pearl. O that the God of all grace majr 
enrich with it my friends and me ! O how great our 
privileged '. how largo his promises ! how free his 
grace '. how rich his love T how precious his blood ! 
Sulficieul surely ihcy are to fill our snuU with ever- 
luting admiration. O ! may we over shout, ■ Worthy 
it the Lamb that was sinin and hath redeemed u 
tiod. Olid made us kings and priests to his Father !'— | 
King* 1 O may wo sway the sceptre of right reoi 
rule our spirits, govern our passions, and through 
gnce, subdue our corruptions, and triumph over all 
thv {lowers of darkness. Prieih I May we then of- 
fer acceptable aocri&ces to God continually by Christ 
Joaus, and never cease to intercede for the world. 

" His name is as ointment poured forth ; therefore, < 
4I0 tiw virgins luvo him. His name is called Jistii ^ " 
(0 I doloctable name to ruinctl, helpless, hopelcM 
«reaiurcs I) for ho shall save his people from thair 
Delightful promise to the believing heart ! He 
\m Emmanuel, God with ua; not ogai'mt us but ui(A 
iw-ovitb us la covenant — in imton—in feUoietftip, 
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Rmmanuel ! O glorious name ! Well might t^^ 
angel who announced his nativity say, — Behold ! I 
bring you glad tidings of great joy. But I must stop : 
my meditations have carried me much further than I 
intended." 

On the fb'st of June he resumed his labours at Hali- 
fax with revigorated zeal. A few days after his re- 
turn, a female, who had been a domestic in his family 
the preceding winter, came to him testifying her ex- 
perience of the love of God. She had been often 
seriously exercised in the course of the winter, and at 
times in great anguish of mind, but bad not till re- 
cently received the promise of the Saviour, * My" 
peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth, giv^ 
I unto you.' Now the shadow of death that overhuna^ 
her soul, was changed into the light of the mornings 
and filled with joy unspeakable, she exhorted all to-^ 
praise God on her behalf. 

" Sunday 24th," he writes, " I weftt after our own 
meeting closed, to hear a Presbyterian minister, just 
from Scotland. His text was, * Good master, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life ?' * The conditions of 
salvation,' he said, ' were comprised in the following 
propositions : — 

' I. Those who have been guilty of toilful sin must 
repent of it, and do so no more ; but practice the op- 
posite virtues.' 

*II. We must forgive all that have offended us.' 

'III. We must make restitution to God, to our 
neighbour, and to society for the injury we have done 
them.' 

" He then told the congregation that unless these 
three conditions were complied with, no reasonable 
hope of mercy could be entertained:" 



SET. WILLI lU BLACE. 



Idtr 



" AIns i" exclaima Mr. Block, on li^iening to this 
•ocjomn (lervcrsioii of a subject of sucboverwhelaiinj; 
importunce to every soul of man — the terms oa which 
wlvRiion is offered — " Alas what mixerable preachiag 
this to roiiie from a minister of Christ t For 1, The 
fuuntaiii of corruption iviiliin, was not m much ns 
one* named ; only outward, wilful sins were slightly 
menlioncd, and ihnt with nu if; 3, Faith, preciou.-i 
biUi, was not named in the whole di^ourse, though 
OUT Lord insists upm it, as cssentiul to snlvatiou, ami 
Sb Paul expressly declarer, ' Without faith it is im- 
poasiblo to please God.' 3, The iiamii of Jesss was 
juat introduced in the close ; neither, however, aa the 
fuuiidatioa nor as the top eloiio, Imt aa it wem iiici- 
detitally. And then, to talk of man's making restitu- 
tion tu God, appears to me to indicate abamttful igiio- 
ranee of, or dreadful aversion to, tho propitiation of 
Jesus, and ill becomea the lips of a Qospel minister." 

The propriety of these animadversions will be futt 
En; nil who attach the least vulue to the peculiar doc- 
Irinnaf the gospel. Estimating the views and spirit 
of iho reverend preacher from the syllabus of his in- 
bwluetory discourse, aa reported by Mr. Black, it 
certainty does not evince him to have possessed much 
oonlialiiyor sympathy with the inspired model of 
Chriaiian ministers, who determined to know nothing 
nbio among his hearera, save Jesus Christ and him 
cruciAed. The results of such praaching am al- 
waya in accordance with its rapid and unevangelical 
character. Sysiemntically e:?cluding the solemn vcri- 
lia« ofthn tnial dcpnvity of human nature, the Deity 
and piocular sacriiico of the Saviour, ih>^ (luickening 
■Oil renovating inlluenca* of the Holy Si>irit, and the 
BMMXitir uf experimental godtincsii, it ha; 
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Voice to arouse the impenitent — no healing unguent to 
pour into the ulcerated wounds of conscience — ^iio 
purifying element to wash the polluted spirit — no re- 
freshing influences of the Holy Ghost to solace and 
sustain in life — ^nor hope blooming with immortality, 
to irradiate the vale of death. And without these 
resources, what remains of Christianity but the empty 
name ? 

In his next letter to Mr. Wesley, Mr. Black was 
naturally led to express his concern, that a person 
likely to have so much influence, and so ill qualified to 
direct the souls that looked to him for guidance in the 
way to eternal life, as the minister above referred to, 
happened to come to Halifax at a period when a spirit 
of inquiry was beginning to be awakened in the public 
mind. Mr. Wesley in reply suggests and recommends 
to the adoption of him and his brethren the best me- 
thod of neutralizing the unhappy influence af such 
teachers :— 

^ Near Bath, Sept. 26, 1787, 
"Mr Dear Brother, 
" You have great reason to praise God for the 
great things that he hath done, and to expect still 
greater things than these. Your grand difiiculty now, 
will be to guard your flock against that accomplished 
seducer. When you mentioned a person came from 
Scotland, I took it for granted that he was a Calvinist. 
But I find, it is not so well. For I take a Socinian to 
be far worse than even a Predestinarian : and such, 
one may easily conclude him to be from the heads of 
that miserable sermon. Nevertheless I advise you and 
all our preachers, never oppose him openly. Doing thus 
would only give the unawakened world an advantage 



lck. 201 

t you all. I advise you fanher, never epeuk 
sverely, mucb less contemptuously of him in any 
miiEed. company. You muse use no weapons ia oppos- 
ing him, but only those of Truth and Love. Your 
wisdom is, firet, strongly to iaculcate tho docirines 
which he denies; but without taking any notice of 
bim, or seeming to know iliat any one does deny them. 
Secondly, to advise all our brethren (but not in pub- 
Ik,) never to hear him at the peril of iheirsoub. And 
thirdly, narrowly to enquire whether any one ia stog- 
fcred, and lo set such one right as soon as possible. 
TliDS, by the blessing of God, even thoae that are 
Inoie will not be turned out of the way. Peace be wiib 
your spirit. 
^' I am, 
"Dear Billy, 
" Your affectionate friend and th'other, 

" JoHH Wkslet." 

TIiIh, like all Afr. Wesley'^ lettBrs, contains mullwn 
ta pamo, mucli matter In few words ; and la repl«ti< 
with that ' prudence in couuscl' for which he was no 
plninenL It it well wonhy the attention of those who 
tm Mt for the defence of the Gospel, when placed in 
curcnmstiincca similartu tho!<eby wbieb it was elieited. 
Notoriety end importance, the coveted objects of their 
Mnbition, nro oflen given to the diasemin stars of he- 
Mmdoxy, by the injudicious public allusion and at- 
tada of those who feel it their duty to oppose thein. 
Hair mwh more dignilied, ordinarily, would bo thn 
catubtct, as well as complete the triumph of those who 
«eCBpr the citadel of truth, were they lo allow its 
paojr assailauti to exhaust their artillery, without 
fMgnlng tu return llio charge, or bcimying uny 
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times indeed occur in whicb a different course is not 
onlyjuutifiahle bul impernlive ; instances in which the 
power of talent or the splendour of eloquence combine 
to give currency to error, and popularity to its pro- 
pagators. I'hen the true minister of Jesua shauU 
gird himself for the contest, and unashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ which is the power of God unto si»l- 
ration to every one that believeth, fearlessly meet the 
array of its antagonists. 

Mr. Black, who in the ouieet of hi$ religjoua career 
was animated by the speedy accession of the yarious 
members of his fainily to the spiritual family of God, 
hnd now the additional satisfaction to leam that fab 
brother John had begun to testify, publicly, rox>entaiMa 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
was likely to be made a great Uessing to the people 
ofTtlver Philip — the place of his residence — and the 
surrounding neighbourhood. — "It gave me indeed," 
he Bays in a letter written to him on receiving this 
gratifying intelligence, " no small satisfactioD to hear 
of the Lord's very gracious dealings with your bouI, 
and that be has also opened your mouth to speak in 
his name. Pray that he may never suffer the enem; 
to shut it ; but covet earnestly the best giAs. 1 know 
not but the Lord may call you fi-om the intervalet as 
ho did David from the »hecpfold, and Amos from the 
tyeamore tree. Say not, This ran never be. God 
can do wonders. He raises the dead, and makes even 
the dumb to speak his praise, and proclaim his grace. 
Not long since 1 was at Liverpool, where God ts do- 
ing great things. Ten souls professed faith one night. 
O brother, go on with courage, and the Lord will in- 
crease both your gifts and gracea. I find Jesus a blessed 
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I Master ibough I have been so unprolitnble a Hervnni." 
Mr. Black's anticipations as to bis broiber'a Ixfing 
called into the regular work of tbe ministry, \Terc not 
nolUad ; few, however, not exclusively devoted to 
ihvaacredemploynicnt, bare been more assiduouH and 
UUparing in their exertions for the good of souls than 
' Jobn Black, Esq. Active in bis babita, and involved 
for mtuiy years in the sulicitudes and occupations of 
business, at no time, did he permit tbceo to veil from 
bia sight the great end of life, or to seal bia Ups wLen- 
«VDr he bad on opportunity of spcakiug for God. It 
wan indeed a prominent trait in the character of that 
nccUent man that he evinced the .same promptitude 
mkI alacrity in responding to the calls of sacred ilnly, 
whon under an accumulation of cares, as when exempt 
fromaoj thing to dissipate or oppress hismind. He wos 
" Insunt in season and out of season ;" and never 
mora ardent in bis zeal, and earnest in bis public ed- 
■lc«aM« than iu tlie closing periods of his long and use- 
All life. Over death and th<; grave God at length gave 
lum thfl victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
IIm wide circle of his surviving acquaintance, noneive 
believe would deem the Holy Spirits' testimony lo 
-.fiamabai on inappropriate inscription for his monu- 

Hr. Black looked with the most anient desire for 
ilr. Garreitson'H return lo Novn Scotia nflcr the Balti- 
man Confiircncc, but in vain. The resolution which 
•I Iba nnitnd recommendation of Mr. Wesley and Dr. 
Cc^ bad passed the meeting, det^ignating him to the 
.faaeral iiuperiDtendaDce of the Methodist Societies iu 
iBrilliib America, having in u more advanced stage of 
jOn proccodings been, for some unknown rensons, re- 
Aciiulad, the connection of ibul valuable and apostolic 
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man with British Methodism ceased. Tbis, as m 
have seert, was a source of great Borrow &nd di>^^' 
poiatment to Mr. Black, emotions in which Mr. 
Anderson and liundreds more deeply participated. In 
a letter tu Mr. Garrettaon more than a year after be 
hod left the province, Mr. Anderaon says — " We 
ardently long for your return to this province ; and 
have espscied you for some time past. We trust, 
however, the charge you have received in the United 
States is for the glory ef God and the good of souls." 
But although In the providence of Him whom he serv- 
ed with his spirit in the Gospel of his Son, he waa 
retnoved to another sphere of activity, endeared by 
many early and hallowed asaocialionH, he did not for- 
^t ihe sheep whom he had watched and fed in the 
northern wilderness ; their eternal inlereats lay near 
his heart, and liis iafluence in the Conference was em- 
ployed to obtain for them the ministerial help tbey so 
much required. At I hat Conference the Rev. MesBTS. 
Jeasop and HicksoD were appointed to Nova Scotia. 
In the following e.'ctract of a letter written by Mc. 
Black to Dr. Coke, under dale of Jtme 26, 1787, re- 
ference is made to this opportune provi^on, and b 
lingering hope expressed that the Doctor might yet 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come 
to them : — " Brother Jeasop has arrived at Shelburae ; 
whether brother Hickson has or not, I have not yet 
loomed. Our society here (at Halifax) is more live- 
ly ai present than 1 have ever known it. About fif- 
teen have been added since brother Garrettaon left. 
Brother Cromwell, I understand, left the province tl 
very day brother Jessop arrived. We greatly love to 
see you, and pray God to give you a prosperous 
journey hither, at the time appointed. What you 
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allude to in the close of your letter, will, I think, be 
beat pasioil ovur itk eilencc. It was almost totally 
effaced from my niemory, ildi] probably I should never 
have thought of it again, hitd not your letter called it 
to niiud. Indeed I can scarcely remember either what 
1 said to Mr. Garretison, or with what I was grieved ; 
there is, however, nothing now." 

The force of Mr, Black's character, and the peculiar 
relation in which he atoodtotheworkin Novo Scotia, 
naturally gave him a paternal influence orer the rest 
of the preachers, which he always employed with wis- 
iIdiii and affection towards them, and a single eye to 
llieglory ofGod. Mr. Grandine entertaining thoughts 
af marriage, communicated his views and intentions to 
Hr. Black with filial respect and deference) and re- 
quesle^l his counsel in the matter. No apology will 
be deemed necessary for introducing the following ex- 
Iniet from Mr. Black's reply, alike distinguished as it 
is for piety and prudence : — " Last fall you desired 
my advice on a matter of the last moment, namely, 
Alatrimony. But perhaps it ia unneceBsary for me 
now to say anything on the subject; since, as you 
havo boon so lung detained al the Island, you have 
probably given up all thoughts of the matter for the 
present. It may be, indeed, that Providence ordered 
it so, that you might be prevented from taking a rash 
step. However, if a word of advice will be of any 
benefit, I am willing to give it : First, then. Be ex- 
tremely cautious how you resolve on changing your 
state. Never think of doing thi?, until you have good 
aodsufficient grounds to conclude it is the will of God. 
Nor should you believe all that a fond or deceived 
heart may say on such a subject ; but rather hearken 
(o (he dictates of sober reason and 
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order to which you ought to divest yourself as much as 
possible of prejudice, and consider, 1, whether you 
would be more useful in a married or single state ; 8, 
whether your temporal circumstances are such as to 
render it prudent for you to marry ; and 3, whether the 
person in view, be a proper and suitable person with 
respect to natural disposition, grace, and other quali- 
fications. If after weighing these things impartially, 
you deliberately think you could be more useful in a 
married state — if Providence has so ordered your cii*» 
cumstances that it would not involve yourself, and 
(what would be far worse,) her in trouble — and if the 
object of your regard be a person of good natural dis- 
position, of grace, and in other respects suitable, then 
I think you may venture to marry without fear of dis- 
pleasing God. But, Secondly, Be careful that year 
affections are not too much drawn towards the crea- 
ture, as well as in what manner your courtship is con- 
ducted. Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay ; 
nothing light, trifling or unchristian. With great de- 
liberation, self-examination, fasting and prayer, dedi- 
cate yourself anew to God ; and then give your hand. 
At the same time, were I to give my judgment, I must 
say, I do think it would be wrong for you, in your 

present circumstances, to marry Miss . 

"William Black." 

The second Nova Scotia Conference began at Hali- 
fax on the 15th of October, 1787. The preachers pre- 
sent appear to have been, besides Mr. Black, Messrs. 
John and James Mann, William Grandine and Wil- 
liam Jessop. Like the first it was distinguished by 
love in the spirit, and harmony in counsel. During 
the session, Mr. Black opportunely received a letter 
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1 fioin a friend in New York, conlaining on tv 
j one of the moat remarkable revivals on record, then in 
I progresn iu the States. Such thtilliug intelligence 
I coming just at the time tliey were deliberating on the 
luesns of promoting the work of God, was well adapt- 
ed to invigorate their faith, influence their zeal, and 
expand their antic i put! oiia of usefulncBti in the work 
1 to which ihey were about afresh lo consecrate all iheir 
energies. The letter stated — "God la doing great 
things in New Vork. Several have lately found 
peace, and many are inquiring the way to Zion. But 
, this is nothing in comparison of the great work God 
is carrying on in Virginia, especially in two circuits. 
Fitly, sixty, an hundred, yea, an hundred and flfly 
Mub hare been converted iu a day. Many, even per- 
' MHiB of the firat rank, have been struck to the ground, 
•s if dead, and lain aa heaps of slain on the field of bat- 
tle. Seven thousand arc supposed to bo under con- 
vietiona in two circuitry." A more particular account 
«f thin glorious outpouring of the Holy Spirit, was 
aderwarda received by Mr. Black from his friend and 
lottther Mr. Garrettson, in ancxtraclofa letter he hsd 
received from u preacher labouring in the very scene of 
the pcntccostul visiiscion : — 



"Petei 



R BbOI 



iBG, Augu-stSd. 1787. 



'• Prainc God for the consolation. 1 never read in 
Hr. Weuley's Journals of so great a work (for the 
time) aa God has been already and is still carrying on 
io ibese parts. ! hear the revival extendi one hundred 
•vl AAy miles south of this town. Last Saturday and 
SuDday I attended a quarterly meeting at brother 
Jones'. My pen cannot convey to you an idea of the 
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mighty power of God, oa there diBplayed. 1 never 
saw the Eentb purt of euch a work before. Before the 
preachers began to speak, the power of God came 
down. Hundreds of Binners began to cry aloud for 
mercy, and sainta to rejoice, and pray for them. We 
had no other chance to preach to the people than by 
taking part of them into the woods at a distance from 
the cries of the rest. I suppose the congregation coD- 
sisted of at least five thousand souls, I cannot attempt 
to give you an account of the particulars, but leave you 
to judge. Scores of sinners lay as in the pangs of death. 
It was thoughtthatin this and the otherquarterly meet- 
ing, held nearly at the same time, there were fivebtm- 
dred souls converted to God. On two or three circuits, 
within two months, about one thousand souh hare 
found peace with God. Saints stand on the mountain 
lop. Glory ! Glory ! Glory be to God that I ever lived 
to sea this day in Virginia ! I am happy continually 
in God. I now feel the love of fcaua streaming dowa 
into my soul. Glory ! Glory be to the dying Lamb 
for ever >. 

" E. G." 

The autumnal months of this year were principally 
occupied by Mr. Black in visiting the societies in dif- 
ferent parts uf the province, particularly those of Li- 
verpool Shelbume, and Cape Negro. Important and 
BUBoeeaful as those labours were, it would bo difficult, 
'as they exhibit no incident of an unusually strikii^ 
charactei', to exempt a minute detail of them from the 
tedium of monotony. His most absorbing engagements 
•in other places, could never cause him to forget the so- 
ciety at Halifax, concerning which he naturally che- 
rished throughout life a pastoral solicitwle pecuUarly 
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intense and vigilaai. On the receipt of the animating 
letter, on extract contnincd in which bos been given 
above, his raind inetiuclively &ew to his beloved flock 
at Halifax, and was drawn out in the most fervent ae- 
{Mralions for tlieir felicity and increase. ' Denied the 
opportunity of giving utterance to these feelinga per- 
sonally, he wrote to them from the fulness of bis heart 
the following letter ; — 

To the MetkodUt Society at Halifax. 



Nov. 98, 1787, 



•■ Mt Dej 



" Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you. The Lord 
knowetii ihtLt I love you, and long for light to Hnrround 
the path in which you walk. Next to the light of my 
Redseioer'a countenance, I count it my greatest joy to 
■ee fou engaged fur God, and the good of your souls ; 
■ walking in all his ordinances and commandments 
bUiueless-' O my brethren and siators, let religion be 
Ilie business of your lives ; let it go with you into eve- 
ry company, attend you iu every place, and it will pre- 
serve you from all evil. Wear it as a chain of gold 
■bout your neck ; esteem it as your brightest ornaibent, 
jour greatest glory. Wisdom's ways arc waya of 
pleaaaninesa, and all ber self-denying paths ore peace. 
She ia a tree of life to every one that layetfa hold of 
ha, and happy is everyone thatretaineih her: for the 
merchandise thereof is better than the merchaodiM of 
silver ; and the gain thereof, than fine gold. She ia 
umre precious far tlian rubies ; and all that can be da- , 
aired are not to be compared to her. Do you dewM 
konowr ? Let it bo the honour that cometh from Ood 
()aJy. And what, my breihreD, can be equal or cqiu- 
Ta 
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parable to the honour of being the sons of God witbomT 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse gene* 
ration — of being made priests and kings unto God for 
ever and ever ? And such honour have all the saints. 
Do you desire riches ? Let God be chosen as your 
chief good, and you are in possession of the pearl of 
great price, even durable riches and righteousness. 
Covet to be rich in faith and good works 3 so shall you 
be rich in the favour of God and the comforts of reli- 
gion here, and ere long, in the possession of a kingdom 
that cannot be moved. Would you be safe from fear 
of evil, exempt from all alarms ? ' Sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts, and let him be your fear, and let 
him be your dread.' So shall he hide you under the 
shadow of his wings, and cover you with his feathers; 
he shall be your defence, your munition of rocks. You 
shall dwell on high ; bread shall be given you, and 
your water shall be sure. Though thousands fall at 
your right hand, and ten thousand at your led, God 
shall be a wall of fire around you : no evil shall come 
nigh your dwellings. But, oh f should you love the 
world, pamper the flesh, and indulge the low tempta- 
tions of Satan, you will send your souls down to per- 
dition. Give then, O ! give all diligence to make your 
calling and election sure. Seek after bright manifes-* 
tations of the love of God, and continual communion 
with him. Provoke one another unto love, and to good 
works I and let me entreat you, by all means to stir up 
the gift of God that is within you. Use all the means 
of grace, private, family, and public prayer ; reading, 
hearing, and meditation on the word of God ; feisting, 
abstinence, and self-denial ; christian converse, bro- 
therly exhortations, and class-meetings. In future, my 
dear brethren, let us neglect none of these things. Some 
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t>f you are backward in attending your class-meetings. 
Should I say wrong, were I to intimate the reason is, 
the spirit of watchfulness, of prayer, of self-denial, is 
dying away in your hearts ? I fear I should not. If 
your hearts are entirely given to God, I cannot but 
think you will yet see good days in Halifax, and such 
a work of God as you have never yet seen. O, let us 
pray much for it. I bless God I have had profitable 
and delightful seasons since I left you. Brethren I 
pray for me, that I may be faithful unto death. To 
make the hearts of sinners rejoice, and as matter of 
encouragement to mourners, I send you the following 
account of the work of God in Virginia. [The above 
extract is here inserted ; he then continues.] O ye 
saints of God, is not this good news ? Mourners ! in 
not this glad tidings ? O come, come to Jesus, and see 
the salvation of God. O come. His grace is free for 
ally for you. Now, even not9, his arms are open to re- 
ceive you. 

Brethren ! Pray that the heavenly gale may blow 
opon the dry bones in Nova Scotia's vale. Methinks 
you already begin to pray ; and while you are yet call- 
ing, the Lord answers — * I will cause my Spirit to en* 
tcr into them, and they shall live.' Amen — even so. 
Lord Jesus. 

" I am, dear Brethren, 

" Your servant in the Gospel, 

" W. Black. 



CHAPTER IX. 

MR. BLACK RENEWS HIS COVENANT WITH GOD- 
DEPRESSING TEMPTATIONS — LETTER FROM 'mR. 
WESLEY — DEMONIACAL INFLUENCE — CONSECUTIVE 
PREACHING TEMPTATIONS INCIDENT TO THE SA- 
CRED OFFICE — MR. black's MEEKNESS — HIS ZEAL 
FOR THE SALVATION OF SOULS — LETTER TO HIS FA- 
THER-IN-LAW — SUCCESS OF HIS LABOURS — HIS EAR- 
NEST DESIRES AND EFFORTS AFTER INCREASED 
HOLINESS AND USEFULNESS. 

Among the means to which holy men of God have 
in all ages resorted, for the purpose of promoting the 
divine life in their souls, they have found the renew- 
ing of their covenant with God at certain seasons emi- 
nently influential, in detaching their aflections from 
earth, quickening their spiritual desires, cherishing a 
watchful and devotional frame, and impelling to a 
more faithful discharge of all the duties of life. Whe- 
ther by an act of solemn dedication to God we should 
recognize our obligations to render uniform obedience 
to his laws, is a matter not lefl to our arbitration. The 
duty to do so is imperious, universal, and immutable. 
It is prescribed by the highest authority, and enforced 
by the most tremendous sanctions. In the " exceeding 
great and precious promises" by which God has gra- 
eionsly engaged, by the continued exercise of all his 
perfecUons^ to promote the felicity of his people^ w^ 



poisesa not the slightest claim to participation, uu- 
leas, on our part, by the Burrender of our hearla and 
ofibctiona to Him, as their rightful claimant, and the 
dedication of all our powers to bis service, we become 
bja people. Every moment, therefore, that we post- 
pona our attention to this momentoua transaction, we 
aro disobeying the voice of God, despising the most 
vxalieil privilege of which we ore susceptible, and 
perilling our immortal souls. 

If it be right, if it be indispensable for the repentant 
irinner, in his npplicatlou to (>od for pardon and salvo- 
tioa, thus to resign himself to be governed as well as 
Mved fay him, it is equally so for the believer to live 
under the full impression that " the tows of God are 
upon him ;" and the occasional renewal of bis co- 
venant with God must serve to deepen as well aa per- 
petuato his piety. Doubts have, indeed, been enter- 
tained by some gooil men, as to the propriety of co- 
venanting with God in the form of a series of resolves 
drttwn up for the purpose, and preserved as a eom- 
niemorarive record of the transaction ; but wo confess 
wo are unable to appreciate the force of the reaaon^ 
by which such scruples are originated. By nsminuiig 
obligations which the word of God docs not impoeo — 
by confounding, in our estimate of moral actions, in- 
bmities, inseparable tVom mortal liumanity, with 
iransgressiona of the divine precepts — by placing any 
conlUence for salvation in the act of our dedication In 
God, <ir in Ihe Sdetity with which we may ditcharga 
our recognised duties, we may indeod neeidentally 
pervert the design of a solenm and importaut means of 
grace. But it is worthy of serious consideraliou of all 
who love our l.urd Jpsin Christ in sincerity, wfaether 
cvili>, purely adventitious, or the apprtjhcnsion of i]i* 



chorge oriegality, should doler any Chrisi 
expedient for occeleratiag his growth in grace, whicli 
has the EonclioD of the example and of the aucceas of 
many of the holiest men that ever lived — and which 
id, in fact, merely a respuuse tu ihc utterances of 
divine authority and love, — a Holemn recognition of 
the great moral principle that pervades the New 
r TO God, bd* 



The public " renevral of the c< 
mencement of every year, la a part of the epirituai 
economy of Methodism ; and its admirable adaptati on, 
as evinced by experience, to answer the purpose for 
which it was introduced by its wise and pious founder, 
is the beat recommendation of the practice. Whether 
Methodism in Nova Scotia waa, in the earUer years of 
Mr. Black's ministry, (conformed in this particular to 
Methodism in England, I am unable to say ; but that 
he individually renewed his covenant with God on 
the first day of every new year, fromtho period of his 
conversion to hia death, there is every reasoD to ba- 
liove. In this manner we find him entering on the 
year I7S3 ; not however without confessing and de- 
ploring the deficiency of his faith, fervour, and sin- 
cerity, as compared with the claims of a transaction of 
&n import so solemn and momentous. And we seem 
to hear in bis devout aspiration recorded in his jour- 
nal the following day — "Oh, my God, may this year 
be alt devoted to thee ! Let not my heart be drawn 
aside" — the lingering echo of his recent engogemeEitH 
to live unreservedly to God. 

His labours throughout this year, as well as the 
■pirii by which they were animated, fully accord with 
the results we should be naturally led to predict from 
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SO pramieiDg a commen cement. Tho siime steady 
zeal. Ihe same unsparing diligence, and the sntne 
patient enilurance of privation and fatigue by which 
he had heretofore been diatioguished in doing Iha 
work of the Lord, areetiU conspicuous. Noriti there 
the slightest relaxation perceptible in his wonted at- 
tention to the state of his own heart. An introverted 
eye sleeplessly watches its movements, severely scru- 
linixea all its motives, and marks the decline or olcva- 
Ijon of its spiritual desires and enjoyments. 

The former part of this year was, however, a sea- 
con of fiory trial from the adversary of his soul, and 
of unusual mental depiyi^ion. To such an entent, 
indeed, docs a tinge of melancholy predominnte in bis 
racard of his experience during this period, (hat he 
appears, for at least part of the time, to hovo been 
too much under the influence of temptation to be 
oapable of forming a correct estimate of his own 
spiritual state. The exercises of his mind at such 
■euonsi cannot, it is apprehended, be more accurate- 
ly described than in the words of one in whom an ac- 
f|UBintance with the devices of Satan, unusually pro- 
fbuiul, was blended with a knowlcdgo of the whole 
rengn of biblical literature.* — " In such cases Satan is 
often permitted to diffuse darkness into the under- 
standing, and envelope the heavens with clouds. 
Hence are engendered false tjietoj of God nnd His 
providence, of men, of the spiritual world, and parti- 
etilarly of the person's own state and cinru instances. 
Every thing is distorted, and all seen through a false 
medium. Indeseriluible distraction <« and uneasinms 
are hereby induced : the mind is like a troubled tea, 

• Dr. Clwkc'i rcflcclioa* on ilic iliird ciDpicr of Job. 
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tossed by a tempest that seems to confomid both hea- 
ven and earth. Strong temptations to things which 
the soul contemplates with abhorrence, are injected ; 
and which are followed by immediate accusations^ as 
if the injections were the offspring of the heart itself: 
and the trouble and dismay produced, are represented 
as the sense of guilt from the consciousness of having 
in heart committed these evils ! The soul is cast 
down but not destroyed ; perplexed, but not in despair. 
It is on all sides harrassed : without are fightings ; 
within are fears, but the will is inflexible on the side 
of God and truth ; and the heart, with all its train of 
affections and passions, follows it. The man does not 
wickedly depart from his God ; the outworks are vio- 
lently assailed, but not taken ; the city is still safe, 
and the citadel impregnable." 

A few extracts from his Journal will illustrate bis 
feelings at this period. 

'' January 19th. — The last week I have been most- 
ly occupied in reading, writing, and other religious* 
employments : but I have felt but little freedom and 
fervency in prayer — little comfort in God or divine re- 
freshments from him ; but a great aversion to the cross, 
and coldness in duty. Alas ! although I am almost al- 
ways employed in the duties of religion, yet I seem to 
do nothing as I ought to do. 

" February 20th. — It sometimes appears as if trials 
are not far distant. When I compare my many mer- 
cies with my ungrateful returns, i seem to see the rod 
lifted up ; and am ready to conclude, surely if the Lord 
loves me, he must correct me — the thought distresses 
me — my flesh seems to creep — Lord, I fear before thee. 
But, Lord God, gracious and merciful, I deprecate 




Sl7 

kat eorrecilon ; only give rig to mnitituin a Ijocoming 
carringG under ihy hnnJ. 

" April aOih. — Preached tbrce tiniea to day. I have 
fbuiid vt;r7 little comfort in duties lately. my lean- 
ness I my leaone^ ! Just reason have 1 to complain. 
Ofa I that I were OS iu monllid past, aalnthedayB when 
Ibe catidle ofthc Lord shone ypon rae, and every day 
brought fresh joya > ' Light is sown for the righteous, 
■od gladness for the upright iu heart.' Surely, then, 
a want of uprightness, of purity of iatention, must be 
the cause of a want of joy. O Lord, restore unto ma 
tba joy of ihy salvation-" 

The fuct that amidst all this gloom and self-crimina- 
tlon, " his will was inflexible on the side of God and 
trath," ia apparent from the results of which they 
were productive. Instead of causing him to abandon 
hb confidence, and restrain prayer before God, they 
hod the opposite tendency ; the depth of his prostra- 
tioa in the atvfiil presence of the Most High, was at- 
mtded with proportional intensity of desire after the 
■nanifostalionH of bis love, and with tho most impor- 
wnaui supplications for "grace to help in time of 
DMd." In proof of this, as his personal experience is 
now the topic of obiicrvation, it may be proper here lo 
praaent the reader with an entry made iu hia Journal, 
Baderdatc of August 15th. 

" I rose earlier than common this morning, and spent 
nni hours in devotional exercises. My heart waa 
aouMwhat drawn out afler God. But, aloa '. 

• [loir fir fnnu Tbee I lie t 
Daiir Jem, rai» ma biglier.* 

I «ID, indoed, less than tho loan nf all saints. How 
Jtasily might God throw nui oui of the Ministry, and 



out of the Coveaant. The state of my mind appears 
to be this : — I seem to desire nothing but God. 1 hare 
long since shook hands with the world: its manners and 
ita maxims I have renounced. Us plenaures and honours 
are vain, and all its glories fading in my view. And 
yet I am, many times, hurried away in my mind by it, 
and my intercourse with heaven obstmcted. My 
happiest days are those in which my mind ie most 
with God. He ia my chief joy ; and in comparison of 
Him, all other things arc dross and dung. I would 
be always delighting myself in the Lord, and adorinf 
hia perfectiona. Yet, strange as it may appear, 1 am 
frequently in such a frame that I neither discern bia 
lieautios, nor have any realizing sense of his being. 
All the vigour of my spirit flags and dies ; and 1 have 
no relish for either earth, heaven, or Ood. It is a 
most distressing consideration to me, that t live at so 
low a rate, and bo unworthy of my profession. Al- 
though my outward conduct appears blameleas to 
men, my heart is not right with God. 

" 1. I am wantuig in humility. ' Pride, that busy 
Bin,' follows me wherever 1 go. I have frequently 
found it in the pulpit, in the parlour, and in the closel, 
robbing God of his honour, and insidiously courting the 
praise of men. my God, humble me in the dust. 

"3. I am manifestly wanting in zeal. It does not eat 
up all my lime. I sleep too long in the mornings ; 
and do not, when I am up, properly improve every 
opportunity in study, conversation, prayer, &c. My 
talents are'not all occupied as ihey ought to be, for the 
glory of God, and the good of men. 

" 3. I am also deficient in love to God and man. 1 
dare not any that I do not love the Lord : 
how little do I love Him ! All the powent of my soul 




fMighi to be absorbed in Him ; ond inflamed with the 
most ardent, constant, and importunate desires after 
Him. — To man. Ob ! Tor ibe tender, melting, bowels 
of Jesua. Alos ! I can eee sinners rush beadlonginto 
eternal death, without (many times) sbedding one 

r ; null too, too often do 1 address them In a cold 
and iinatTeciing manner. 

' 4. Hence it appears that I am wanting in faith, the 
rootofall. Oh, for a beartfell conviction of the being, 
perfections, and attributes of God, as revealed in 

OS Christ I Then, with Moses, I should endure as 

ing Him who is invisiblo, and prove failhj\it in all 
hit houte. my soul ! it la high time fur thee to 
ttwftlce. This is strange conduct in a Christian — much 
more, in a Minister. ArifW! ! Arise I and in the strength 
of Ood, resolve, 1. To maintain a continual sense of 
iby own nothingness ; to lie low at the feet of Jesus ; 
tuul reject with abhorrence all the solicitations of pride 
-that God-robbing, devil'Jike dispoution. 3. Zea- 
lously to improve thy time, by conaecrating all thy 

tngth and talents to the service of Christ, and of his 
Church. 3. Never to rest until thou lovcet God with 
all thy powers, and thy neighbour as thyself. And, 
lastly, remember that without faith it is impossible to 

ue God. Lord, thou knowesl I would heartily say 
AxBa. O help Die lo arise, and shake myself from this 
lukevorm dbpositiou. I blush ; and would hide me un- 
dertbe cross of Jesus. God be merciful to me a sinner !" 
It most have afforded him some alleviation, amidst 
bis depression, to receive ths following letter fitiin 
Sir. Wesley, dated from Gloucester, March 19th, 1798. 

"Hr Dr«R Brother, 
<' I am glad to find you arc still going on in ibe 



glarioua work to which you arc caltcd. We have 
need lo moke haste ihereiu ; to use all diligence. Fw 
the work is great ; the day is short ! and lonely i» I|m 
night wherein no man can work ! 

*' It is a kind Providence which has placed brother 
Anderson and yoo in one house. For you may have' 
many opportunities of strengthening each others' 
handtf in God. 

"It is well that Satan is constrained to show hint- 
self so plainly in the ciisc of those poor demoniars. 
Thereby, he weakens his own kingdom, and eicite* 
us to assault him more zealously. In the hcginning 
of the work in England and Ireland, we had many 
instances of the kind. But he now chooses to assault 
us by Hublilty more than by strength. 

" I wish you would do all you poESibly cuu to keep 
our brethren in peace with each other. And your 
pains will not bo lost on poor John McGeary. There 
is much good in him. Indeed, he is naturally of a 
bold, forward temper. But 1 hope his zcat is aow 
according to knowledge. 

"Undoubtedly you know* the objections which 

* Mr. Slredoa vms ona of the preadiers dien stslkiBecl ■! 
Harbour Grace, In Nenroundland. Had lite objeciioDB nboie N- 
ferreil in, been ofa very grave nature, er in Mr. Weatey'a GBlima- 
lion, well euslained, ii is Jikely be woald have deemed Bomelhiiig 
further Dccesiary in the case, tlian friendly admonillon. On tha 
■ame day thai he wrole ihe above leller lo Mr. Btack, he wrou 
nISD to Mr. SireKon, and alluded delicately lo tbe same mnlier. 
The autograph happening to be among Mr. Black's papera, now 
Ilea before me ; and retuciant In suppress or mutilate nny ibing 
from tbe pen of Weeley, I here insert il. 

" Ht De»0 BflOTHEB, , 

L " I UD glad (he little conlest between Mr. Balfoor ai^J^^J 
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John Hoshins makea to JohD Stretioii. If tbere is 
any ground for iheni, should you not frecljandlovingly 
talk with brother Stretton f Praying that you muy 
it'uh all the increaee of GoJ, 



'•la 



'' Vour afieclio 



e friend and Brother, 

" John Wbslev." 



I coogralulHtef 
L^Ma to U in 
^^^Wilh tba 



The high toIuc which Mr. Black attitched to the 
privilege of so intiioate an aaaociation with his friend 
and brother, Mr. Anderaou, on which Mr. Wesley 
coogralulHtes him, is apparent from numerous refer- 
a bis Journal, as aUo from his correspond- 
b that estimable man. As a specimen of the 
t ibey mutually derived from so beneficent a 
i's reflections on one of their 

MeOttry, u come la a conclueion. Il U gonl adiice to eicrjr 
dvUiiiD, ' If it be pMtible, as miicli KB tieih in yuu, bie pcoec- 
Mj with all men.' Bui o( all olborg, ihe Mutlioiliau lire Mn- 
rcnwd earorully la fullaw tlila odrice. We are ■ new people, ant 
cOMtqiMnUy niun expect ihal <iiiin)> will bo prejudiced igninil ni. 
Aad tbere is 00 way to remoie ihal prejudice. buE lo overcome 
c*il wiih good. The ■eiporience of PhiGbe Blnnd ii an admirs- 
Uj good one, truly consiileol both with flcriplura and reuoD ; 
aod Ihe socounl it well drawn up, wiih good lonie. and ia re- 
nukkbly good Lingnage. 

" 1 haro a conruaad renemlmince of lome objeclloniapiMtyaii 
l*M yMT, mide I ibink by John Hoikiiia. I hope, if ihero wu 
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e thai llie good whii 
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spiritual interviews, may here be citeJ. "Truly J 
coQveraation was sweei and profitable. O, my v 
what host thou done for iIub family ! Wc seom U 
all of one heart and soul — all striving together for tbe 
hope of the Gospel. We have nothing but peace in 
our borders from day to day. What am I, O mj 
Lord ! that thou shouldst deal tbus with tne, the least 
of all thy people." 

Mr. Wesley's remarks reapectiog demomaei, were 
elicited by certain statementa communicated to faim 
by Mr. Black of some singular cases he had been call' 
ed to witness ; and particularly in relation to one thst 
had fallen under his observation a short time previous- 
ly, the phenomena of which appeared plainly to indi- 
cate diabolical agency. It required four men to hold 
the unhappy individual, to preventhis injuring him- 
self or others ; and he was with difficulty prevented 
from rushing on Mr. Black when he approached him. 
Persuaded that the man wae under saianic iDflaeneCr 
and that the prayer of faith was the only resonrct, 
Mr. Black immediately fell on his knees, and impk»<- 
ed help of Him to whose all-subduing power devila 
yield a trembling homage. A change the most surpris- 
ing instantaneously ensued. The wild agitations of the 
man's spirit subsided into a rational calm — tranquillity 
succeeded to torture — and the lips that a few niomeniR 
before had uttered the language of blnspbemy, breath- 
ed the praises of Jesus ! — Had a sceptic or u neologist 
lieen a spectator of the scene, he would probably have 
felt how inadequate are the theories of infidel philosa* 
phy, or of self-styled rationalum, to account eatiafai:- 
lorily for such pbenomcns. 

After the District Conference, which was this year 
bcld at Halifax on the 6ih of May, Mr. Black spent 
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alMUt a month in visiting Shelbume, BarriDgiOD, 
Cape Negro, Port Lalore, and Port Medwny ; and on 
hia return to Halifax, found the work of the Loitl 
firospering in the hands of Mr. Jumcs Mann, under 
nhose rninialry Miss Rebecca Lovell, who aflerwarda 
proved an ornBtnent of the cause, was on this occa- 
sion eonvertod to God. 

It is among the admitted disadvantages of an itine- 
rant tniniatry, in country places whore the preachers' 
ai^intmenis are numerous, that it is seldom in hia 
power to pursue a course of consecutive instruction 
on any eilended portion of Scripture, or in any de- 
jMrtment of the system of theology- When regularly 
officiating to the same congregation, the Christian 
minister will find Aii own account in occasionally, nt 
toast, adopting this method, while It will be found 
equally conducive lo the profit of his people. No- 
thing more jMtwerfully tenda to induce that habit of 
close attention to Ihtword o/tru(A, without which a 
man, however pious, can never become n imAe in- 
tlnteUd unlo the kingdom of Qod, xnho it like unto ii 
Man that u an hoviekolder , vihirh hrinitcth forth otil 
of kit treasure thing* nev) and old. It i?i e(|UBlly 
otvditable to Mr. Black's judgment, and to his desire ai 
•BM to accumulate and dilTuse the riches of seriptursl 
klMirlexlge, that he frei(ueni]y acted under this prin- 
dpte in his puhlic mi nisi rat tons.—" In my lost sixteen 
iliacourses," he writes, under date of the ITtb of 
August, " I have taken a view of man in his priini- 
tira Mate — in his fall — the consequences of bis spos- 
tHj, to himself and to his posterity — the jnieriKMiiion 
«f B Mediator— his office*— incarnation— life — ileath 
—CMiirrec lion— ascension into heaven, — and session on 
the right band of the Father. 0, how wonderful" — 



^^^H he exclaims nitb devout rapture — " bow wonderrul is 
^^^^F the process of redeeming love !" 
^^^^ The sacred office is generally regarded as eminent- 

W lyfnvouroble to the cultivation of personal piety; but, 

I while it confers an exemption from many temptations 

^^^^ to which other stations of life are exposed, it hes 
^^^^L some peculiar to itself. To be constantly conversaDC 
^^^^B with the things of religion, ex officio, tends, bj ren- 
^^^^r dering them familiar, to malie them less impressive 
^^^^ upon the heart; and, if a habit of formality be thus 
induced, the tomb of vital religion is prepared. It 
behoves the minister, therefore, always to reinemirer 
that he has himself a Boul to save, ^vhich is in the same 
ilanger, and must be saved in the same way, as the 
unnU of those to whom he preaches. As our entire 
duly is comprised in being " followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises," the 
pages of religious biography are fraught with pro- 
fitable instruction, and often array living godliness 
» before us, in a form even more influential than cotem* 
jwraneous example. This species of reading, pursued 
in association with general studies, is adapted not 
only to suggest many hints useful to the minister in 
ins official relation, but to operate with the moat salu- 
lary eflect on his individual spirituality. Mr. Blade 
was in the habit, with a view to the quickening of his 
Noul in its converse with God, to take this method ; 
and his reflections on the Lives of Whitfield and 
Fletcher, which he perused in the autumn of thiayear, 
naturally suggested the remarks. Respecting the 
former, he observes — " I have for a short time been 
reading, each day a little, of the life of Whitfield, and 
have now got through it. Ho was, indeed, a burn- 
ing and a shining light. Thouaands have cause lo 
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bleu God fur raising up such a man. What abunJunt 
honour did God cooler on this his servant, in render- 
ing hid labours eo peculiarly successful in [be conver- 
bIdo of souls. Oh ! for something of his zeal; active. 
lively fuitb, and burning lovo ! How much rather 
had 1 iread in Ibn steps, titnn peraecule nod despise 
such a inail." Of the latter, he says — " I had much 
comfort in reading the life of Mr. Fletcher. Truly, 
he, being dead, yet speaketh. Fain nould 1 follow 
bim as he followed Christ. O, Jesus ! I long to be 
baptized — to beJiUed with thy Spirit, 

' TiB worse llian deafh inyGodio bra, 

AndaolmyUodalonE.' 

O ! fur a fditb thai inherit.^ all the great and precious 
promises ! Hast Thou not promised to circumcise 
our hearts, and enable us to love Thee with all our 
hearts, and bouU, and strength ? O ! in what a blessed 
Canaan do those live, who are cleansed from nil un* 
rightpouRnfiis — all lilthinesB of the ilesh and spirit T O '. 
give ihy poor, unworthy servant, thus to love Thee. 
Gi»e me a single eye, a pure heart — a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price." 

Such lioly aspirations as these, and particularly the 
■otense desire which Mr. Black breathes after "the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit," the contempla- 
(kia of the character of no man is more oroinoatly fit- 
tad to call forth than that of the saintly vicar of Madely, 
U> whom his biographer beats the memorable testi- 
mony : — " So thoroughly had grace subdued nature ; 
softilly was he renewed in the spirit of his mind, that 
for many years before his death, I believe he was never 
obwrved by any one, friend or foe, to be out of tem- 
per, on ony provocation whatever."' The spirit ihit 
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clinrectiiri^cs Ihe code of honour, falsely so called, the 
priacipic that predomi Dates in t be world, haii itaqi' 
propriate expressian iu the words which Tacitus attri' 
Imces to the seditious Britons: " Nihil profici patientia, 
nisi ut graviora tanquam ex facUi tolemntibus im- 
perentur."— " Palienoe iBofno value, only as it enables 
us to sustain miaforlune with equanimity. "-In contrast 
with such maxims, the New Testament reprmenls 
meekness as an inseparable attribute of celestial wis- 
dom — an Btiribuie which shone forth with pre-eminent 
lustre in the character of our blessed Lord, and under 
the mild aspect of which he presents himself to us as 
our great exemplar : " Learn of me, for 1 atn meek 
and lowly in heart." The subject of these memoira 
studied this important lesson in the school of Christ 
with no ordinary success. Whatever degree of irras- 
cibllity might have mingled with his temper in an 
iinregenerate state, he was, thniugh the ojieratton of 
grace, remarkably benignant and conciliatory in all 
his social intercourse. There occurred, at this perioil 
of his life, an illustration of the propriety of this le- 
mark, which, I confess, I have been under some temp- 
tation to suppress, lest I might appear to furnish ma- 
terials of an envious comparsion between him and a 
fellow-labourer in the Gospel, whom be highly esteem- 
ed for his talents and piety. I hope, however, it is 
unnecessary forme to say, that my sole motive in allud- 
ing totheunpleasantcircumstance,i8 to discharge with 
fidelity, and in the most useful manner I can, the func' 
tion of a biographer. Purely through inadvertence, 
it seems, Mr. Black had occasioned some Inconve- 
nience to his colleague, the Kev. James Wray, who, 
under the impulse of impatience, permitted himself to 
ivrite to Mr, Black in a tone not the most kim 
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rcBpectful. The receipt of the leiter is thus noticeil 
by Mr. Black id his Journal : " I hod n. ehorp, severe 
leiter (Vom the aaaisUni preacher, J. W„ lo-day ; but 
I bless God it did not move me." We subjoin an 
eKtrocI from Mr. Black'a conciliatory reply : — 

"Mt Dear BaoTRER, 
" I am always sorry when I occasion trial [o any 
of my friends ; more especially wbon my fl-iend is a 
Christian brother ; and most of all, when that brother 
m a Preacher. But what shall I say ? 1 am, indeed, 
as you say, ' but a child siiil, in many things not more 
knowing than little Martin ;' and on this accotmt must 
beg you to bear with me the more, i have not wilfully 
oKfended. In bringing away the class-paper I certain- 
ly was forgetful. Your appointment at Windsor I will 
endeavour to fulffl, if I walk to it. But is not my dear 
brother hasty, in saying if 1 disappoint him in this t 
■hall never do so again } 1 know not that 1 ever acted 
contrary to any of your directions wilfully. 

" Ifio giving out preaching at Cornwallis I did not 
advert to the stale of the tide, 1 must entreat you to 
pardon my inattention hero also. I trust I shall In 
more careful in future. 

■'1 bopo my letter reached your hand, toconvince yow 
that you were mistaken in thinking I had broken my 
praniiae in not writing to you. My letter was written 
before Mr. Dewolf left town, but as the packet wan 
lb«n coming up the harbour, I did not wish to send it 
until her arrival, that I iiiigbi, in a postscript, Infomt 
you whether there were any Preachers oa board. My 
soul prayi for your prosperity. 1 remain, with a heart 
full of love, 

" Vour olfeciionate Brother." 
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We have already had frequent occasion t 
in the progress of our uarrative, that whilst I 
mary object of Mr. Black's solicitude was the salvB' 
lion of his own soul, hia zeal for the immortal welfare 
of others was BO tender and CKpansive, as forcibly to 
remind us of the divine flame that glowed in the bo- 
aoms of the first heralds of the cross. The manifes' 
tniions of this spirit were not confined to the pulpit. 
His conversation was " always with grace, seasoned 
with salt ;" and his correspondence was decidedly, 
and, indeed, almost exclusively, spiritual. In address- 
ing believers, he delighted to expatiate on the most 
eleveled lopicaiof practical godliness ; and in writing 
to those whose state he considered unsafe, or who were 
groaning for the redemption in the blood of Jesus, hia 
appeals, admonitions, and directions were charaeterix- 
ed by the most atfectionate fidelity. And he knew how 
to be faithful without being rude. He could enforce 
the most solemn and searching truths without violating 
any conventional propriety of life. Take as a speci- 
men of his admirable address in this respect the fol- 
lowing letter, addressed to his father-in-law, Mr. Gay, 
then in London, in which Christian zeal and profound 
filial respect beautifully coalesce, 

" AfPECKOSATE FiTHBR, 

" We expected to have had the pleasure of seeing 
you here before this time : but since Providence ha> 
ordered it otherwise, we desire to submit ; praying God 
to direct all things fur the best. 

" Wo trust, Sir, that your slay in England, though 

involuntary and necessary, will be both pleasing and 

profitable. May the Lord so overrule it that it may 

the best of purpoees, in drawing your afieclioiu 



Bir. William Bticr. 



939 



Troui too great an attachment to the creatures, the best 

'of which cannot satisfy the craviogaof a heavcD-bom, 
ininioriol spirit. 

" O, my Father ! what happiness, what genuine hap- 

'piness there ia to be found ia Gocl, even on this side the 
glare I A peace that passeth all undergtaading — a joy 

thai is unspeakable and full of glory — a meeknett which 
no aSront can move — and a hve that overcoineth all 
things; with & faith that purifies the heart, adorns the 
lite, and endeaj-a the Saviour in all his offices ; that 
caioifl our fears, tranquillizes our consciences, gladdens 
oar hearts, and disarms death of his sting. This, m; 
Father, thid i^ the religion of the Bible I of Jesus ! 

, This is the religion, in the propagation of which I de- 
sire to spend my life. This ! rccoaunend to my Fa- 
ther. But 1 slop. Perhaps 1 oSend. I did not think 
of aaying half so much. But this ia my darling topic, 
and (facretbre I must beg you to bear with me. 

1^^^^ " I am, honoured Sir, 

^^^^L " With great esteem, 

^^^^H " Yotir affectionate Son-in-law," 

I^Hr Slack's labours during the year 178S, although 
' animated with ardent and untiring seal, were not ini- 
modiately as productive as ihosa of some previous 
jv^ra ; yel were they neither barren nor unfruitful. 
, In the aaneiuary, In his pastoral intercourse with the 
familiea tu whom ho had access, and at the bed of 
I daatb, he was permitted to witness some remarkable 
, viaitations of divine power. Among the latter, the 
ehatnbcr where Mrs. Marchington, a highly respecia- 
bla mmnlier of the society, met her fate, was peculiar- 
ly privileged. She expired on ibe a4th of November, 
itaeAiU triumph ofChrislian faith aod joy ; and Mr, 
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Black improved the occasion in a discourse to ahatti 
eight hundred people, from the appropriate words :-^ 
" Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ f* 

The reflections and resolves recorded in his Jounud 
under date of December SOth, instructively shew that 
he closed as he had commenced the year — in a spirit of 
unreserved consecration to God and his cause : — " I 
am convinced that though God gives a clean heart, and 
renews within us a right spirit, for his own name sake, 
yet will He do it only in such a way as shall exercise 
our diligence and care. And I am deeply sensible of 
my short-comings, — 

'^ \. In frequent, close, impartial self-examifiation. 
This is painful but profitable work. The man of sin 
is hereby dragged into open day, and destroyed by the 
beams of heavenly light. By this means we become 
better acquainted with ourselves, and more deeply feci 
our need of the blood and spirit of Jesus. I propose, 
therefore, in future, to examine more closely into the 
state of my soul, by solemnly instituting such inquiries 
as the following : In what spirit have I performed the 
duties of public and private devotion } and what re- 
gard have I maintained to God in the interval of those 
exercises ^ What diligence have I used in observing 
providence, and redeeming time 7 What command 
have I exercised over my appetites and passions ? 
What concern have I felt to discharge with fidelity all 
relative duties ? How have I relished the peculiar 
doctrines of the Gospel ? Upon the whole, how am I 
advancing in my journey to a better world ? 

" 2. In prayer, es^ecmWy private pray er. I have no 
stated times for private devotion except morning and 
evening. I believe it will be preferable for me to re- 
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tire at some special time, when practicable, as " any 
tint is often no time ;" viz., at n 
moraiag, and five in the aneraoon. I ought to blush 
when 1 think of the aversion I many times feel to this 
duly, OTul the norldly thouglits, unbelief, and sad cold- 

m that too oflen attend its perfurniaiice. O Lord < 
lorgiTc my prayore ! 

"S. In preathing. 1 want a greater love for souls, 
wd a deeper sense of their worth. I am not sufficient- 
ly impressed with the lamentable, wotui state of the 
unconverted part of my hearera ; nor do I feel a. pro- 
|>er sympathy with the tempted. My preaching ollen 
ftppeors superficial and unafTecUiig. O ! for the skill 
of those who 

" A. In convertatxon. My words ore not always 
weighty ; too often, alas 1 light aa air. They want 
more seasoning with the aalt of God'd fear and love. 
1 wonld not epeak but to his glory. — 0, Thou who art 
the centre of bappiness, and the perfection of beauty ! 
I would not, 1 caimot bo eatiafied to serve Thee after 
(his poor manner. 

' Slrangfl fim Tar frDin laj tout rcmofe, — 
My every act, word, thoughl, be laie 



CHAPTER X. 

PERSONAL RELIGION — ^MR. BLACE'S RENEWED DEDICl^ 
TION OF HIMSELF TO GOD, AND HOLT RE80LTE9 — 
EXTRACTS FROM HIS JOURNAL — AFFLICTIONS AND 
SUBMISSION — HIS ORDINATION BT DR. COKE — TBI 
DOCTOR'S DESIGNATION BT MR. WESLET AS A GENE- 
RAL SUPERINTENDENT OR BISHOP — THE ORDERS OP 
PRBSBTTER AND BISHOP IDENTICAL — THE CHURCH 
AND THE METHODISTS-^DR. COKE APPOINTS MR. 
BLACK SUPERINTENDENT OF NOVA SCOTIA. 

" Schooling the heart," observes a spiritual and 
sententious writer, " is the grand means of personal 
religion. To bring motives under faithful examina- 
tion is a high state of religious character : with re- 
gard to the depravity of the heart we live daily in the 
disbelief of our own creed. Acting from the occasion, 
without recollection and inquiry, is the death of per- 
sonal religion. It will not suffice merely to retire to 
the study or the closet. The mind is sometimes, in 
private, most ardently pursuing its particular object ; 
and as it then acts from the occasion, nothing is farther 
from it than recollectedness. I have, for weeks toge- 
ther, in pursuit of some scheme, acted so entirely from 
the occasion, that, when I have at length called my- 
self to account, I have seemed like one awaked from 
a dream. * Am I the man who could think and speak 
so and so ? Am I the man who could feel such a dis- 
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fto^ition, or discover auck cooduct i' The fasciaation 
tuul eDcliontment of (ha (Kcasion '13 vaa'mheA ; and I 
Btaad like David in similar ciruutiiataoceB before Na- 
than. Such cases in experieDce ore, in truth, a moral 
intoxication ; and the man is ooly then sober when be 
begins to school his hettrx."* 

Those raonitory suggestions of the venerable Cecii, 
- bold up a rnirror to every Chrietian in which he will 
itumediately recognize his own iniage. Nor let it be 
fot^Uea that the recollected ness and self-scrutitiy 
which he so impressively recommends, necessary to 
ibehealtby vigour of religious principle and feeling un- 
der all circuimtaiices, are particularly demanded at a 
|(eriud wfavn, paradoxical aa the intimation may seem, 
theeihibilionsof zeal for the conversion of ihe world, 
in which the various denominations of Chrisliaus are 
displaying hd animated an emulation, may uncon- 
sciously operate againiit the depth of personal piety, 
by fostering a habit of religious dissipation. The 
heart is deceitful, and requires to be garrisoned with 
>lG«plc8s vigilance. While apparently occupied with 
thd most ungnificenC purposes and plans of usefulness, 
•onM unsuspected obliquity may conlaminale its ino- 
tl«e« : whilo expanding to the interests of humanity, 
(l nay forget to look at home. Religious biography 
•■ uaoAil chiefly aa by laying bare the heart of its Bub- 
jcci, it excites us to cultivate a better acquaincaitce with 
our own. In comparison of this object, the infocma- 
tion vre may acquire coacemiog the outtvard circum- 
■lances, tbe intellectual character, or the public career 
<if auy individual, or respecting the events of cotem- 
fpwuwouM history, is of little value. Under this itn^ 
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pregaion Mr. Black, in the materials he has iefi for the 
illustration of his character, baa lieen as tnioute Ja the 
history of hia heart aa in the record of his labours. 
Like him, whom of all human Iwings he took for his 
model — the incomparable Wesley— he was prepared to 
say "to candid, reaionable men, I um not afraid Ifl 
lay open what have been the inmost thoughts of my 
heart." This he has done ia every part of his Jonr- 
nal ; but on no occasion with greater explicitness and 
Kolenmity than under date of January 1, J799:— 
" Thy mercies," he writes ; " O my soul, have been 
many, and thy thankfulness ought to he proportionally 
great. By the grace of God I would devote my bodj 
and soul to Him : and I now'desire to do even again ia 
writing what 1 have already done upon my knees. 

" O I thou great, supreme, eternal God — the Father 
of mercies, and Creator of all things '. I have sorelj 
revoked from Thee ; atid I confess it would have been 
.iust in Thee to have cut me off and sent me to hell, 
But I trust Thy grace hath called me— Thy mercy halh 
forgiven me, and Thy B|ririt comforted mj heari. 
Through boundless grace, some tokens of which 
Thou hast given me this rooming, I believe I am Thy 
child. My life, my body, my so«l, my all, I here de- 
vote to Thee. Lord I from Thee I received them all ; 
to Thee 1 desire, in solenm devotion, to return them. 
How Thou wilt dispose of me or mme this year I 
knownol; but Inowdevote all toThee. Oh! suffer 
me not to repine at Thy disposal of what is now no 
longer mine but thine. Here, my Lord, I would lay 
down my own will ; do Thou direct my wandering 
feel. Thou art my Shepherd, I shall not want ; Thou 
an my rock, and in Thee will 1 iruit ; my God, and I 
wil! praise Thee. Do Thou but quicken my soul hy 
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Thy grace, and puiiport me ia all my conl]'L<;ta wiih the 
adverse powers ; and I promise, 

" To be more watchful in the performance of jmblir 
Rod private duties, 

"To maintain a more constant regard to Thy pre- 
sence in the Intervals of duty, 

" To observe with closer attention Thy providence, 

" Tg redeem time ; and endeavour to improve it bel- 
Icr than berelofure, 

" To prize the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel more 
highly than I have done, 

" To keep ft stricter watch over my appelilt>B and 
passions, 

"Tu be more strict In the discharge of my relative 
ilulies both as a Christian and aa a minister, 

" To wrestle wilh Thee for more love to Jesus, and 
procioue souls, 

" To maintain a greater regard tu I'hy gUiry. nnd 
leeb the destruction of pride. 

" On Thee would I lean for help to dii all these 
things. ' my compasaionaie Lord, help a poor, weak 
nod feeble worm to take up Thy cross and fnllow Thee ! 
Oh 1 wash me throughly in Thy blood. May the life 
I live be by faith in the Son of God '. These with my 
hstwl I BuliBcrihc as my siucere though feeble purposes 
and desires. 

"WlLWiM Bi.»c«." 



Tbi* was a day long to be rentcmbcrcd. His cup 
ran over ; and his supreme, his onn desire was to be 
IwrAetiy Dssimilated to the image of hi* Saviour. In 
fbaM frelinga his eminently pious partner fully pani- 
Mpated :•— a circumstsiicc which he dorn not (orgvl tt> 
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notice : " My wife also has found this a sweet, refresti* 
ing day to her soul." 

The anniversary of his dedication to God— for such, 
from his invariable practice, we may term the first day 
of the year— was appropriately followed on the second 
of January by a deliberate and grateful review of the 
most signal mercies of his life, of which memory re- 
tained the record. Among these his singular and pro- 
vidential escape from an early death, the circumstances 
of which are related in the first chapter, claims parti- 
ticular notice ; and it is also highly instructive, as 
shewing his deep and even awful sense of the malig- 
nity of sin, to observe with what mingled feelings of 
thankfulness and humiliation, he records his obliga- 
tions to the restraining grace of Godj by which amidst 
much exposure to temptation he had been preserved 
from falling into many sins, into which the unchecked 
depravity of his heart would have precipitated him. 
This is a view of the mercy of God by which we shall 
be affected in proportion as we feel a sacred horror of 
offending him, and appreciate the happiness of a con- 
science unstained by presumptuous sin. The guilt that 
attaches to the corrupt desires and evil imaginations 
of our hearts, though never developed in overt acts of 
transgression, is, indeed, sufficient to condemn us, and 
to fill us with shame even in the day when the Lord is 
pacified towards us : it is, nevertheless, an unspeaka- 
ble mercy to be kept back from presumptuous sin, 
whether by the intervention of providence, or the con- 
trol of covenant grace. — From a devout retrospect of 
past mercies to the duty of self-examination, the tran- 
sition is natural. We find this order in Mr. Black's 
spiritual exercises : and, as usual, he sees in the im- 
perfection of his obedience so many causes for self-cri- 



■dOation, that full relief for [he conscience is lo l>e 
finHMl only by throwing himself under (be wings uf ilii: 
<.'berabini. "Jesu," be excluims — 

■' Jhu, Thj blood snil rigliteouineis 

My beiiui; are, m; glorioiii dre«9 -, 

'.Uidit flaming worldi in ihcie armyiiJ, 

VViib jaj lliall 1 lift up m^r bend '." 
Aniet it not be concoired that the operation nf lll.'^ 
uollinited faitb Id the elonement for nceeptaiice with 
God, which produced inward tranquiilily, terminnleil 
bere ; it was equally efficient of inivard purity. This 
fa die unfailing result of the fiiitb that worl(i< by love ; 
tlie grand practical refutation of the heresy ibni wpii- 
rates things morally iiidiasoluble— /aifA and holineii. 
The preceding pages are fraught with e xe mpli fie ol ions 
of this remark. Mr. Black was not one nf those who, 
after beholding themselves in the gospel mirror, go 
their way, and straightway forget what manner of per- 
pmnB they arc : he looked into the perfect law of lilier- 
ty Bod eontirmed therein. How well the vigour and 
unifurniity of bis efforts and n>>piralions after bulinesit 
this year, accorded with the elevated atandanl of piety 
to fvhicfa, at its commencement, he so solemnly en- 
gngcd to seek a conformity, the following cxtrBcis, «■■ 
tn^ed from a mass of kindred materials, sullicienily 
otlBBl r— 

"Sunday, 4ih.— The greater part of ihisdiiymy d^- 
nimi have l>een much drawn out in prayer. My soul 
■hirsdi for a conformity to the divine pleasure ; yet havr 
I bad but little comfort. My determinatiun, liowrvor, 
remains unchanged. The Lord is my portion, saith 
my wtul. I preached three times lo-day ; some wpre 
hiMBed ; but in general I fear the people are dead. 
"Tuesday, 6[h,— I had considerable liberty in spcnk- 
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ing from Jer. ii : 1—3 : " Thus saith the Lord : I re- 
member thee, the days of thy youth and the love of 
thine espousals, when thou foUowedst me in the wil- 
derness, a land that was not sown." In preaching to 
others, I would preach to myself. Lord, stir up my 
soul to remember the time of my espousals. I then 
had greater warmth of affection than I now have ; 
though perhaps I was not so established in my judg- 
ment, nor so well acquainted with the devices of Sa- 
tan or the deceitfulness of my own heart. Oh ! give 
me a deeper sense of my ingratitude to Thee, my hea- 
venly, bridegroom, and unfaithfulness to my celestial 
husband. Write me on the palms of Thy hands ; set 
me as a seal on Thy breast, and on thine arm ; for jea- 
lousy is cruel as the grave. Short of that state in which 
I can ^ rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing, and in 
every thing give thanks,' I would not rest. 

" Sunday, 11th. — I had uncommon liberty in preach- 
ing to-day. Lord, let not Thy word fall to the ground. 
My soul is refreshed — my faith quickened — ^my hopes 
are invigorated — and my confidence in the atonement 
strengthened. I have none but Christ in whom to trust. 
His atoning blood and prevailing intercession alone 
form a ground for my faith and hope. But forbid it, 
heavenly Father that, with the practical Antinomian, 
I should make the atonement of Thy Son only a cover 
for my sin : 

' Rather I would id darkness mourn 

The absence of thy face ; 
Than e'er by light irreverence, turn 

Thy grace to wantonness.* 

" Saturday, 17th. — Lord, I would not deceive my 
own soul, and conclude I love Thee, when I do not. 
Search me and try my ways ; prove me and know my 



heart : lead inc in the right way. I would be little, 
Inean and vile in my own eyea. Thou, O Chriat, art 
made of God unto me wUdom ; do Thou direct my 
waaderiug feet in the way to a city ofhuhitation — my 
n|7&t«i>tMnM«;doTtioujusliry me freely from all thioga 
ft-om which I could not be justified hy the law of Mo- 
aes — my aantliJUationiAo Thou cleanse my soul from 
all the retnuina of the carnal mind ; from pride, envy, 
love of the world, and unbelief. ¥ea, seal me untu 
the day of eternal redemption ! 

" Sunday ISth. — God has various methods of deal- 
ing with his chihlren ; and they also are of various dis- 
positions, which, together with the various circum- 
■tances in which they are placed, and the temptationa 
with which they are exercised, may in part account 
for their differeni frames. Some appear to be alter- 
nately in rapiuree, and ready to sink in unbelief and 
deepoiulency ; filled with joy, or overwhelmed with 
MHTOW. In general my walk (at least outwardly) has 
Iwen pretty even. Through the severeet exercises I 
have yet met with, the Lord has not Buffered me to be 
greatly moved. I do not remember that anger ever 
had a plucu in my heart for one minute againal any 
one, since I lirst knew the Lord. If I felt il rise, I 
looked to the Lord, and was delivered, fileeied be 
his name for this! By grace I am saved ; and grace 
ahall have the glory. I am never enraptured with joy, 
nor avcr|>owered with sorrow ; yet neither am I with- 
out jnys and sorrowe. At times t fei'l Jesus inex- 
preasibly precious ; and at such seHsoiis I long for 
holineas, for a full ironformily to the divine will. H 
rnmmondments then are not grievous ; all things a 
«a«T . — and his cross my glory. 

EBunday 95ih. — Since I left home (lie was now ai J 
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Wiodsor) my devotions have been sadly interrupted^ 
partly from want of opportunity t 
for want of a heart to pray in every lime and place. 
Thcpromiae I have been explaining to the people, 1 
would enforce on my own heart. Thou Lord, hast 
said that though a worm, yet believing in Thee I shall 
thresh the mountaioa. Here, my soul ! is ground 
for thy fuith ; only believe, and thou shall aeo the 
mountains melt and flow down at the presence of the 
Lord. Whai art ihou, O great mountain ? Before 
Zerubbabcl thou shall become a plain. Lord Jesus, 
Thy grace is sufficient for me. Breathe, breathe 
heavenly vigour and life into my barren soul. 

" Wednesday S!8lh. — Lord, I am shortly about lo 
preach in Thy name. Do Thou direct me to a suitable 
test, and enable me so to treat if, thai Thy word may 
reach the hearts of the people. Unless it does Ihis my 
preaching is vain. But let me first preach to my own 
heart. Let me not preach lo others what I would not 
practice myself." 

On the l7th of February, ho returned from bis es- 
cursions through the townships of Windsor, Fal- 
mouth, and Horton, cheered wiih ifie conviction that 
his strength had not been spent for naught. On Ihe 
day following he remarks : " I often find, immediately 
on my coming home, my mind dissipated ; and it is 
with great difEculty 1 can get it staid on God." 

Under date of March 6lh, ho has these heart-stirring 
reflections on the incalculable value of time : " ! 
precious, all important time ; how little am 1 sensible 
of thy worth ! On thee, eternity itself is suspended. 
I am now sowing the seeds, the products of which 
reap in a future world, in heaven or hell. 
Impressive thought ! tremendous reflection ; Good 



^^H^ Impressive 




RET. WILUIU t 



» sensible of trAal and lehere I a 
10 ih« power of thrai 
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How amazingly am I infatuated when J permit niy- 
eelf to trille away my time, Aad to whnt purpose 
have I lived to-day. I want a more spiritual frame — 
■ faith that oSers all up to God tlirougli GhriBi. 

" Wednesday, May 6i,h. — I have been reviewing the 
purposes i formed od the 1st of Jnnunry. I have 
greet cause to be bumbled. Alas ! irhai a fkkle heart 
is mine ; how prone to wander. Now, it appears rc' 
■olved for God, and averse to sin ; none but Jesus ap- 
pears worth a thought : bnon, the world comes in, 
aod my mind is covered with a thick veil that ob- 
scures all his beauties." 

The document to which Mr. Black here refers is 
marked by a spirit of unlimited surrender to the will 
and disposal of God ; and from the terms he employs 
we oan scarcely help thinking tliat it was drawn up 
under a presentiment of approaching trials of more 
than ordinary magnitude. However this may have 
been, it pleased his heavenly Father in the course of 
this year to lest his faith, and affurd him an oppor- 
luiiity exemplifying the sincerity, of the professions of 
■elf nboegation and acquiescence in the appointments 
of Providence, which he then made, by unusual family 
afHiction. Three of his children were taken ill about 
the ume time ; respecting the recovery of one of whom 
Mpecially — his eldest daughter — but slender hopes 
w«r« tntcrtained. Under this trying visitation the 
londnneM of the parent and the passive graces of ths 
Cbriatian were alike conspicuous. Sunday, 31st of Oc- 
tober, be writes — " For several days 1 have (uli much 
mora of the spirit of prayer than for soma lime pra- 
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rious. Celia is yfet very ill — on Friday evening when 
I returned from the preaching house, I thought she 
was nearly gone. If I know my own heart, I have 
not one wish respecting her, but that the will of the 
Lord may be done. November 8tfa.— I have much 
cause to bless God, Celia is recovering fast, as alsa 
Martin and Wifliam. Glory be to God } He deals kind- 
ly with us, and afflicts us far less than we deserve." 

While the domestic scene was thus brightening, it 
was again suddenly overcast with a deeper gloom by 
the affliction of Mrs. Black. On the tSth of Novem- 
ber, she was attacked with a raging fever ; ** but," to 
use his own words, " what was far worse to bear, her 
mind was covered with daikness : all her former 
evidences of God's favour were clouded ; and she was 
strongly tempted to give up all, and believe she had 
never known the pardoning love of God. I firmly 
believed, however, that these violent throes of mental 
distress would be followed by greater comforts : and I 
was the more confirmed in this persuasion, because of 
her vehement breathings of soul after entire holiness, 
and the afflicting views she had of the odious nature 
of sin. Truly, as the hart panteth after the water 
brook, so panteth her soul after God, even the living 
God. Her present condition and distress she appeared 
very solicitous to improve, and feared lest she should 
lose her distress without clear views of redeeming 
love. ' Oh I' she cried, * I have lived too much at ease 
—How could I rest without daily and lively communion 
with God !' But God showed that He heareth prayer. 
He soon broke into her soul, filled her with strong 
consolations, and surrounded her with songs of deli- 
verance. — Blessed be Thy worthy name, glorious Re- 
deemer ! Thy praise is in all the churches ! O help 



Thy Bervani to praise Tbec for Thy mercies to him- 
teir, and to his laraity." 

Long as Mr. Black bad now been engaged ia the 
work of the mioisn-y, and Bignnlized as his labours 
bad beea by the detnoagl rations of the Holy Spirit in ih« 
eoDvereion of souU, he had netrer, up to the tnonlh of 
May in this year, had an opportuoiiy of receiving re- 
gular ordinalioo. Not feeling aMtborized, without the 
Moottnti of that ceremonial, to administer the sacra- 
manU. it was of coxirao the object of bis eameai de- 
ore, aa a meanH of Ie» restricted usofulnese. The 
pmrision which Mr. Wesley had been constrained to 
nuke in order to meet the exiganciea of the Methodist 
•ocieties in the United Stales, soon after the recogni- 
tion of their independence, by the desigaation of Or. 
Coke as a general Superintendent of those societies, 
ajforded Mr. Black a convenient opportunity of receive 
tng vnlination from the hands of that venerable in- 
dividunl. For this purpose be resolved if possible to 
otleod the American Conference at Philadelphia, in 
wliicb Ihe Doctor was expected to preside. A gra- 
cious work appearing among the «o]dicr« in the gar- 
rison, just as be contemplated that visit, be was not 
without scruples as to the propriety of leaviug them ; 
which evinces the intensity of hia interest in the 
prosperity of Zion. These scraples were however 
ovnrruled-, and accompanied by the Rev. John and 
Junes Unnn (who went for the same purpose,) he 
■ulwl fur Philudelpbin on the 7ih of May, and arriv- 
lad thereon the 191 h, where be met Dr. Coke, Mr. 
A*bury, and a number of iho preachers. In the even- 
ing be was ordained a Deacon, and on the following 
day, an Elder. 

Connected aa ibc validity of the ordinations per- 



formed by Dr. Coke may be, in the apprehension (Y 
■ome, with Mr. Wesley's authority to invest the Dr. 
wich ibe powers and prerogatives of a Chriatiui 
Biahop— for such his office of Superintendent on the 
American Conliaent really involved — it may be pn>- 
per to exhibit in this place Mr. Wesley's own expose 
of the grounds on which bp proceeded in that designa- 

"(1.) By a very uncommon train of providences. 
many of the provinees of North America are totally 
disjoined from their mother country, and erected into 
independent states. The English Government haa do 
authority over them, either civil or ecclesiastical, any 
more than over the states of Hoiland. A civil nutbo- 
rity is exercised over them, partly by the Congrew, 
partly by the Provincial Assemblies. But no one 
either exercises or claims any ecclesiastical autbotity 
atalJ. In this peculiar sltUBtion, some tbouBands of 
tbo inhabitaots ot'tbeae Stales desire my advice ; and 
in compliance with their desire, I bare drawn up a 
little sketch. 

" (3.) Lord King's account of the primitive church, 
convinced me, many years ago, that bishops and pre«- 
byters are the some order, and consequently have tbc 
same right to ordain. For many years I have been 
importuned, from time to time, to exercise this nghi, 
by ordaining part of our travelling preachers. But I 
have still refused, not only for peace sake, but because 
I was determined, as little as possible, to violate ibe 
estabtishcd order of the national cburcb to which i 
belonged. 

"(3.) But the case is widely dlfltirent between 
England and North America. Here ibere are bishops 
who have a legal Jiirisdiclion. In America ttiero tju 
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none, neiiher any'parisb ministers. So that for Bomo 
hundred miles together, there is none either to baptize 
or to administer the Lord's SapjiLT. Here, therefore, 
my scruples are at an end : and i conceive myself nt 
full liberty; a:3 1 violate no order, and invade no man's 
right, by appointing and sending labourers into ihc 
harvest. 

" (4.) I have accordingly appointed Db, Coite and 
Mn. Francis AsuiTBTtoliejoJntsuperinicDdeotsaver 
our brethren in North America; aa niao Richard 
Watoot and Thomas Vasev, to actaa elders smonf; 
them by baptizing and admin Isle ring the Lord's Sup- 
per. And I have prepared a liturgy, little dtfRiring 
from (hat of the Church of England (I think the beet 
constituted national church in the norld) which i ad- 
vise all the travelling preachers to use, on the Lard's 
day, in all the congregatinna, reading the litany nnly 
on Wednesdays and Fridays, and prayitig extempore 
on all other dnys. 1 also advise the elders to adminis- 
ter the Lord's Supper on evety Lord's day. 

"(5.) If any one will point out a more rational and 
scriptural way of feeding or guiding those poor sheep 
in the wildemeaa, I will gladly emlirace it. At pre- 
sent I cannot see any better method than that I bave 

"(6.) It haa indeed been proposed to deaira the 
English Bishops tu ordain part of our preachers for 
Americn. But to Ihis 1 object, [1.] I desired the 
bishop of London to ordain only one, but could not 
prcvftil, [2.] If they consented, we know the slow- 
ness of their proceedings ; but the mailer admits of 
no delay. [3.] If they would ordain them now, they 
would likewise expect to govern them ; and bow 
grievously would thia entangle us ? [4.] A* our 
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Amefican brethren are non totally ilieentangled boib 
from the state, and from tbe Eagliah hierarchy, we 
dare not entangle them again either with the one or 
with the other. They are now at full liberty Himply 
to follow the scriptures and the priniilive church. 
And we judge it beat that they should stand fast in the 
litierty wherewith God has so strangely made them 

"John Weslei." 

H" the sacred elevatioo of Mr. Wesley's character 
has exempted him from the imputation of unworthy 
motives in this business, the propriety of the measure 
ilaelf has not been uo questioned : under the predomi- 
nating influence of High Church prejudice il has been 
assailed with unsparing censure. This was to be ex- 
pected. Even Mr. Charles Wesley earnestly remon- 
strated against it, and deemed It no unsuitable occa- 
sion for the exercise of his satirical talent. But every 
objection that has ever been urged against its proprie- 
ty was anticipated by Mr. Wesley himself, and is com- 
pletely obviated, as it appears to us, in the explana- 
tion which, with a view to commend himself Co every 
man's conscience in the sight of God, he has furnish- 
ed in the preceding letter. It has been alleged thai it 
was preposterous for Mr. Wesley, who was himself 
only a presbyter, to assume the authority to ordain a 
Bishop. But this apparent incongruity results not from 
his principles, but from the assumption of those who 
impugn his procedure, that bishops and presbyters are 
distinct orders, a position of the fallacy of which Mr. 
Wesley had long been convinced. This 

• Miautei of Cooference Tor 178B. 
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was fouDiled apon ihe fact, that those oppcUi 
indiaericitinately applied ia the Scriptures to deaignale 
ifae aamo atation in the church ; whence it is pli 
the orders were originally identical. Thus the elders 
of rhe Gpheaian church are addressed colleciively by 
Si. Paul aa episcopoi, hiihop» ; (Acta xsvii : 17, 33J 
and where he directs Titus to ordain presbyters, he 
imniediatcly calls them epiJcopDi. (Tilusi:5 — 7.) On 
■wo other occasions (I Tiiii. iii : 1, 9; Phil, i : 1) the 
office of presliyiera is called by the snrae Apostlu eptV- 
c»p« ; and that of diakonoi, deaconi, ia immediately 
aflerwarda referred to, as (he only other office exist- 
ing in the church. In like manner the Apostle Peter 
eihorta presbyters "to discharge the ofSce of bishops" 
— tpiteopovnlet (1 Pel. v : 1, '2} Preabyler appears 
appropriately to denote the rank or ofRcc itself, and 
biihop intimates the duties that dcrolre upon those 
who sastain that rank. According to the most learned 
of eeclesiastica] historians, Neander, * " the name of 
prettyleri, by which this office was at first designated, 
wna traaaferred tu the Chrlatian church^ from (he Jew- 
ish ayttagoguea. But now, when the churches bad 
■preud themselves amung the heathen of Grecian ori- 
gia, there was associated with this appellation, thus 
borrowed trom the civil and religious conslituIioD of 
the Jews, another name, more connected with the mode 
of designating social relations among the Greeks, and 
belter adapted to denote ihe official duties connected 
with the dignity of preabyiera. This was tho appel- 
laliun epiieopoi, overieera, over the whole church and 
over all iis affairs ; jiisi as in the Attic civil adminia- 
tmtioa, those who were sent out to organise the staiM 

• Bib. Rcpaiitorj .■ lol. ii- p. %5t. 
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dependent on Aitieiie, vrere called epiteopoi ; and juei 
OB this name seems to have becomn gcnRrally curtent 
ID the lacguage of civil life, to denote any hind of go- 
TeraiDgsuperintendBDCe in the jmbliu adminialralion." 
Nothing can be plainer, than that notwitbatanding this 
ahadeof ditTerence in the import of these uppellations, 
ibey designate one and the snme office, aince, sb we 
have BuSicienily proved, ihey are used interchangeatdy 
by Ihc Aposilea as being entirely synonymous. Ii wai 
not until the age following that of the Apostles, if ao 
early, that the person who presided in the deliiiera- 
tions of the presbyters was distinctly entitled epueopot, 
and then he was regarded not us snperior to the rest 
in ra.Dk, but merely as u primtis inter puree, the first 
among oqual:^. It must now be obvious to the reader, 
that in the appointment of Dri Coke as a superinten- 
dent or bishop, Mr. Wesley cloaely followed the &cri)>- 
tures and the primitive church. It was the exteruion 
of the Doctor's office for a special purpose, not lh« in- 
vesting bim with a neto one. And from what indivi- 
dual or number of individuals could such an appoint' 
ment have so appropriately emanated, as from the fa- 
ther and founder of the Methodist Societies, whose pa- 
ternal supremacy was recognined throughout the whole 



Such was the source whence Mr. Black derived the 
official and public authentication of his Divine call lu 
the work of the ministry. The solemn occasioD did 
not pass without CBlling up a vivid recollection of his 
responsibility, and exciting him to cry afresh to God 
for help to be "faithful in all his house," "My great' 
est fear," says he, " is lest I should be found unfaith- 
ful in so great a trust. O that as a minenger fivm 



Oed I may bear a talthful testimony, not fearing the 
races of men — tbat as a watchman, I may ever stand 
on my watcb tower, and never be found Bleeping — anil 
ibai as u ttetoard, 1 may ever prove faitbful to Him 
who has entrusted me with hia goods. But who, O 
my God, ia su£Gvient for these things .'' O hi thy 
Hrengtb be made perfect in my weakness. Thou 
cbogaest [be weak things of this world to confound the 
things that are mighty, and tilings that are not, to 
bring to naught things that are. Out of tbe mouths of 
babes and sucklings Thou canst perfect praise. ! 
thni Thou woulUst stand by me, and use me greatly in 
building up Thy church ! Get thyself honour, and use 
me for Thy glory g so shall my soul praise Thee. " 

An«r his ordination, Mr. Block spent a month in 
Philadelphia with much profit to himself, as well as 
to ibose to whom, as with the unction of a fresh com- 
miauou, he preached the Gospel of the kingdom. His 
happiness, resulting from the manifest blessing that at- 
tended bis labours on this occasiou, was augmented by 
a circumstance worth narrating. At the close of an 
evening meeting, a friend, come to him and told him 
that the sermon be hud preached at Mr. Fitzgerald'^, 
while on a visit there in December, tTS4, had been iho 
mtuuts of the cooverajon of an individual, who bnd in 
the mean time given evidences of deep piety, and was 
desirous of seeing him as her spiritual father. This 
cheering intimation gladdened his heart, and suggesi- 
•d the consoling reflection — " Doubtless the faithful 
nnaister« of Jesus, in the great dny, will find many 
■tsoil forth and acknowledge themselves their children, 
AfwhoDt ihcy bad no knowledge on earth. This ought 
u Itach (hem to leave the success of their labours wilb 
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the Lord, and doi to be discourageJ though they eee 
but little fruit." 

Aboui the SOch of Jutio he found himself again in 
Ihe bosom of his family, full of gratitude for the loor- 
ciea which ha and cbey hod experienced during hia aiy 
Nsncc, and of holy resolves to niahe full proof of bb 
ministry. His visit to the Stnles had a most salutary 
Hud in?jgariiliDg iuflucnce upon his mind. " 1 bless 
Gad," he writes, " I feci fur greater boldness in bis 
cause, and zeal for tho conTcrsion of souls." 

Among the trials of the previous year, were aoma 
nnhappy raiaunderataadings that had taken place be- 
tween Mr. Wray and some of tjie rest of the preach- 
ers, Mr. Black; apprehending conaeiuonces from 
these oceurreaces disastrous to the work of the Lord 
in the province, deemed it his duly to apprize Mr. 
Wesley of the facts of the case, that be niight season- 
ably exercise his judgment iu suggestiug a remedy. 
Without his iiicerpositioD, however, ihe breach was 
faealod, and mutual confidence and aOeccion restored. 
In n letter to Mr. Wesley, dated 33(1 June, he ob- 
serves : " My fears last fall drew from me, in my let- 
ter 10 you, a naked relation of our discords. After the 
beat of temptation was over, and the two brothers, 3. 
and J. M., came to see and talk with brother Wray, 
nil was love and harmony, and 1 trust nothing but 
peace is now found amongst us." Thus was Satan 
defeated, and " charity which is the bond of perfeol- 
ncss" soon again encircled and united those wbom he 
had endeavoured to divide. To Mr. Wesley, now 
treading upon the verge of the tomb, this intelligence 
was highly gratifying, and his reply was well adftpied 
to perpetuate and increase the best of feelings. It is 
dated London, Nov. 21, 1789, 




"Mt Deir Brother, 

" Vour letter has given me great Baiisfaction. My 
feare nro vanished awsy. I am persuaded, brother 
Wray, Siretton am) you will go on haoil in hand, and 
thai each ofyoii will rake an equul share of the com- 
inoD labour. I da so myself. I labour now just as 
«ver 1 did iweoty or forty yesr:j ago. By all mean:! 
proceed by common consent, and think not of lepa- 
rating Crom the Church of England. 1 am more and 
more conBrmeil in,ihe judgment which our whole Cou' 
Jerenco passed on ibat head, in the year 1758. 
" I am, 

" My dear Brother, 
" Vour afiectionatc Friend and Brother, 

"J. Wbslei." 

Mr. Wesley's desire, ao fref[uently and strongly eji- 
prMsed in his writings, lo perpetuate the connexion 
between Methodism and the national church, evince* 
that the 7eal which inftised such energy into his un- 
precedented labours for more (hun half n century, waa 
" the pure flame of love." Had the amhitioo, whicb 
writers incapable of appreciating the humility and ele- 
vation of his motives have attributed to him, supplied 
the impulse to bin exertions, ho would have encou- 
raged A separation from the establishment instead uf 
using all bis iofluence to prevent it. In thisview, there- 
foi», the course he pursued is bnrdly lo be rcgrciled, 
atthougb one is at a loaa to conceive bow a mind no 
Mgscious oa that of Wesley could cnlerlnin any oiber 
Idea, than that he bad. under Ged, created the ele- 
mefita of a distinct denominatiuu, and that tbeae ele- 
nienis, unless dissipated, would of necessity aiisunia ■ 
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ilistincl organization na a Christian church after hU de- 
reaee. Indeed all his influence, (and no man ever po»- 
Eegsed more,} could not prevent an approximation to- 
wards that result previously to his death : and several 
causes concurred to accelerate and mature il after' 
wards. These have often been misrepresented. Thej 
are correctly staled by Mr. Watson in his life of Wes- 
ley : "Some of the violent adherentsof the old plan,' 
as it was called, among ourselves, have ignorantly or 
in a party spirit attributed this to the ambition nod in- 
trigues of the preachers j but the true causes were — 
that the clergy, generally, did not preach the doctrine 
of their own church, aud of the reformation ; and that 
many of them did not adorn their profession by their 
lives, li may be added, that in no small number of 
cases, Ibe clergy were the persecutors and calumoia- 
tors of the Wesleyan socielles ; that the sermons in 
churches were ofitin intemperate attacks upon their 
character and opinions ; and that the Methodists were 
frequently regarded as intruders at the table of the 
Lord, rather than as welcome communicants. These 
were the reasons why, long before Mr. Wesley'* 
death, a great number of ihe societies were anxioui 
to have the sacraments from the hands of their own 
preachers, under whose ministry they were instructed 
and edified, in whose characters they had confidence, 
and with respect to whom tbey knew that if any one 
disgraced his profession, he would not be suffered 
long to exercise it." Adherence to Mr. Wesley's 
principles, then, and not a dereliction of them bai 
placed Methodism in Its present position — a position 
which, we believe, the special providence of the Most 
High, from the beginning designed it should occupy, 
as the friend and auxiliary of all, and the enemy of 
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none whose object il is to spread scripiursl holineM 
through the earth. 

Should' the reader consider those remarks rather 
digressire, I hope he will pardnn them, as I was ud- 
wllling either to BUpprcBa the admonition wiilch has 
called (hem forth, or to abandon it to ihc abuse of 
which il is FUBceptible, 

From the timu of Dr. Coke's appointment to the 
auperiotendence of the societies in the United Stales, 
his care was expected to extend also to those in the 
adjccent Britieh prorinces. With him, therefore, rest- 
ed the authority to nmko such Brntngoments as he 
deemed Imst for the promotion of the work in thai ex- 
lending field of usefulness. Mr. Wray had for sBTeral 
yean sustained a general charge in Nova Scotin, and 
being desirous to Ire relieved from the responsibiliiy, 
requested Dr. Coke to appoint another in his place. 
The Dr., frotn his knowledge of Mr. Black's eminent 
prudence and piety, immediately notninated hirn as the 
nXMiI ))roper person to be Mr. Wray's successor ; he 
WM accordingly appoimod superintendent over tlic 
■ocietici in Nova Scotia, New Brunt^wick, and New- 
ftmndland. By ihis appointment Mr. Black fell him- 
Hlf placed in circumstances of delicacy, and was with 
difficulty prevailed upon to assume the charge. His 
tiwn on the subject are unfolded in a letter to Mr. 
Wesley, whicii we subjoin, wrillcn, as will lie per- 
eshred, before the preceding letter from Mr. Wesley 
eame to hand : — 

"Rev. iNDOtiH Sir, 
"It is now ninioat twelve months since I bad a 
line from you. Tlio multiplicity and importance af 
your other ungai^e meats, I know, will furnish a tuf- 
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ficient reason for this j yet permit me to beg, if you have 
a leisure moment, it may be employed in writing me » 
few lineSk I have need of your counsel and prayers. 

" It was matter of great surprise to me to find that 
I was nominated as the assistant. I would gladly have 
resigned the office to brother Wray ; but the Stewards 
and Preachers opposed it. I am far from thinking 
myself qualified for so important and weighty a charge, 
and should be glad to be succeeded from England. 

" At Halifax our people are lively. I think I may 
say they are growing in grace, as well as gradually 
increasing in number. Our society has swelled from 
about sixty to one hundred, since this time twelve* 
month. At Horton they remain much as they were -, 
at Windsor there are some additions ; at Cumberland,, 
also, some have been added : at Liverpool and Shel- 
bume we have sustained some loss. I believe our 
aggregate number at present amounts to about ^ye 
hundred. I feel much encouraged concerning Hali- 
fax : twenty have found peace with God within the 
last eight months, most of whom are steady, lively, 
humble souls. I am much comforted among them, 
and see great cause for thankfulness. How has God 
changed the scene, since I first came hither in 1786 I 
The society is now eight times larger, and eight times 
more serious and spiritual. Though I have many 
struggles with unbelief and an evil heart, yet my soul 
longs for perfect love. O that my God would speedily 
destroy the remains of the carnal mind ! Jesus is my 
hope and joy — ^my sun and shield ! 

" My dear — my very dear Father, I remain, 
"Your Son in the Gospel, 

"William Black." 
''Halifax, Dec. 2d, 1789." 
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The diffidence with which Mr. Black assumed 
the responsibilities of his new and important office, 
was no unfavourable omen. By the prudence and 
zeal with which he discharged its functions for more 
than twenty years, he shewed himself every way 
worthy of the trust reposed in him. His eye was 
single, his judgment discriminating, and his love to 
Christ, such as in the martyrs glowed ; while the 
conciliatory spirit he uniformly exemplified in his 
intercourse with his brethren, resembling less the 
0Ciidiou8 practice of an inculcated duty, than the 
spontaneons flow of the native affection of his heart, 
•ecmred their reciprocal confidence and attachment 
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CDTION BXT&ACT OF A LETTER PKOU MKi. BLAI 

The best evidence to a minister that he is called of 
God to preach the Gospel is the conversion of souls bj 
his iDalrunientality. He may arrogate the honour of 
being a successor of the Apostles, and be may exhibit 
all the credentials in vindication of his ckim with which 
man can furnish him, and ailer all be nothing better than 
an intruder into God's heritage — uncalled, and totallj 
unqualified, to call sinners to repentance, or to edify 
the people of God in their most holy faith. Thai re- 
pentance be may possibly himself never have exercised 
— of that precious faith he may be entirely destitute. 
The ministry of none, probably, has in a spiritual view 
been less efficient than that of those who have been 
most remarkable for their assuming and exclusive pre- 
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tensions as the only divinely authorised amtiitsgadora 
of CbrJBi. The remark may seem inviilious ; but we 
are coDscious of do other feelings and molives in mak- 
ing il than pity for the souls to whom it may prove 
inoat painful, and concern for the interest of evangeli- 
cal truth ; while, we believe, the history of the church, 
from the days of Constantine to the present n 
furnishes a continuoui, illustrative commeni 
truth of the intimation. We mei^n not to it 
that all who believo themselves to be (in virtue of the 
•kfe transmission through human hands of the seals of 
the holy office) tn Ihe unbroken and eaelvive line of 
apoitolie rueeeition, are purely on that account to be 
looked upon as alike devoid of spirituality of charac- 
ter, and of valid ministerial authority. We hope bet- 
ter things. And we know there have been, and there 
ore, in intimate ecclesiastical association with those 
who put forth such claims, many of the brightest orna- 
ments and most successful heralds of the Gospel. But 
of theie, what is the joy or crown of rejoicing i Is it 
not the souls whom God haa given them ? What are 
the lilnBt valued teaSt of their mission P Are they not 
the unequivocal tokens of the divine approbation that 
enable them to appeal to the |)cople among whom 
they labour, thai Ihcy are the mioistors of the Lor.1 
JiMUS ! How does St. Paul magnify his office by thii 
(Norot demonstration ! " If I am not an apostle unto 
otbetB, yet doubtless lam to you : for the seal of mine 
aponleshiparcyo in Ihe Lord." Such heart-cheering 
nvidenc4>8 of the [rawer oftbe Gos[k.>I, and nf his call 
(u preach it, wore increasingly afforded to Mr. Black, 
and nothing but lurh evidences could cniisfy n minil 
like his. He was 'onaUcd to iiinko ihn following 
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gross of the good work under his superintendence, to- 
wards the close of 1789. 

"Reverend Sir, — 
" I have herewith transmitted the number in 
society, viz. 575, upwards of 400 of whom profess 
faith. Since my last letter to you we have added 80 
more. The work gradually increases. We have had 
hard work preaching to a dead, hardened, ignorant 
people in this town, (Halifax) but God is now giving us 
to see the fruit of our labours. My soul cries out for 
God, yea the living God : all else is vain and joyless ; 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
for ever." 

« I am, 
" My dear Father, &c." 

We subjoin Mr. Wesley's congratulatory and en- 
couraging reply : — 

"My Dear Brother, 
" I am glad to hear you have some increase of the 
work of God in Halifax. If you take care that the 
brethren fall not out by the way, and that there be no 
jealousies or coldness between the Preachers, but you 
all go on in peace and harmony, there will be an in- 
crease of it in every place. I have great hopes that 
the days of coldness and darkness are now past, and 
that the Sun of Righteousness is rising on Nova Scotia 
likewise. O stir up the gift of God that is in you, 
and wrestle with God in mighty prayer. He is doing 
great things in many parts of Europe, such as have 
not been seen for many generations ; and the childrea 
of God expect to see greater things than these. I do 



H kDOW that England vi&s ever before la so quiet a 
ow. It is our part to wait the opetilngi 
of divJDe Providence, and follow the leadings of it. 



This letter waa worth; of the unequolled man wlio, 
kfter more than half a century of slopcndouB labours 
in the cause of Christ, was now ready to be olTered up. 
How do the achieveoienta of heroism — the fame 
of erudition — the corruscationa of genius — the crea- 
tions of poetry — the giant Htrenglh of intellect — and 
the splendour of royalty, sink into insignificance whea 
eotnpareJ with the celestial elements ihnl enter into 
Iha composition of such a character, — with the useful' 
ncM of such a life ! To the salutary suggestions 
which Mr. Wesley offers to ibe eonsideralion of hia 
•on in iho Gospel, as to the l>eBi means of extending 
ihe work of God, the feelings, desires, and best en- 
deavours of the latter were responsive. An extract 
from his Jouma), embodying (be reflections suggested 
by » retrospect of the post year, will convey the most 
cort«e( idea of his spiritual state when the above let- 
ler left the hands of ilie venerated writer ; 

"January Isl, I70O. — I bave been endeavouring 
to call to mind the mercies lempord and spiritual, with 
which 1 am bleated. Among Ibe most signal of a 
tttaporat nature, I place — health — my recovery in the 
eowwi of the past year from a threatened consump- 
ticMi— ^riiervHtion amiiUi great datigcn both hy sea 
■ad land — eaay circumstances with reopeci to the 
world — an agreeable, pious, prudent anil faiihfiil com- 
panion, ibne fine children, nad a circloof kind, oblig- 



ing frienib. Among my spiritual — the Lord's count- 
ing me failbful, putting me into the miaiatry— tho suc- 
cess Ho has granted to my poor endeavours in tbe 
converaloD of many souls, a.nd in gtudrlening tbe bearts 
of many of His people both in Philadelphia, Halifax 
and various parts of tlila province. Uis placing me 
among ao loving and lively a people aa those of Hali- 
fax novr are — His quickening and consoling presence 
in preaching, prayer and other religious duties — His 
enabling me in patience to possess my aoul ([ cannot 
recollect thai I have sj>oken an angry word to any one 
for years) — the measure of the faith that worketh by 
love, and of the hope that purifies the heart, which I 
po-isess — my desire to do all things to the glory of 
God — my longings after full snnctilication of soul and 
body— and a blessed expectation of seeing Jesus and 
dwelling with him for ever in heaven. I next en- 
deavoured to recall mj sins to mind, and to bumble 
mysBlf before God on account of them : and bere I 
found as great cause for self-a basement, as before, tor 
wonder, love and praise. Oh ! the odious pride, 
self-seeking, vain ihoughts, the unbelief, backward- 
nesa to study, to prayer, to self-examination, and bear- 
ing the cross ; the barrenness and lukewarmneBS of 
moat, I might say of all, even my most fervent and 
hearty services ; the spiritual plagues I was convinced 
Rtill remained in my heart ; my proneness to forget God, 
and return ingratitude for his matchless lovo sad 
grace ; my want of zeal for his glory, and of ardent 
love for Bouts, my misspent time, lost opportunities c^ 
doing and getting good, kc. &c. Uc. After all, my 
heart is far from being suitably affected with eitber my 
mercies or sins. Vile heart 1 ungrateful soul ! fyJi 
prostrate in the dust before God. Jesus ! let roe 



■ EV. nlI.MAll BLACK, 2€t 

moko a believing use of Thy blood ; let it Epriiikle my 
heart from aa evil coascience, and keep it ever clean. 
Wbat avail all my purposes and rcsolutiuns uoleea 
consianily upheld by Thee. If Thy hand aupport me 
not, I must fall. I know not whut may lie concealed 
in the womb of [he future respecting me, to be niani- 
fested this year ; but I willingly commit the entire dis- 
poBal of all my concerns, whether relating to my bouI, 
body or family, into the hands of infinite wiedom aud 
Isre, The Judge of all the earth will do right. 



■[Inn 
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Se>l it for Thy uHini 

In time — in eternily, let nio only enjoy Thee, aerr* 
Thee and it la enough : not my will, but thine b« 

The advantages which Mr. Black aolicipaled from 
receiving ordination were soon apparent in the fresh 
intereM and impulse communicated to bis ministrationa 
bj tub admini^Iering ibe sacramenti, particularly that 
of the Lord'o Supper, among those who bad received 
with nteekness the ingrafted word. The deeirca so na- 
mrally excited in their minda to receive the emblems of 
a Saviour's death, from the bonds which had broken 
the bread of life to their souls, were thus met, and 
their union, edification and comfort, greatly promot- 
ed. Nor was the celebration of this impressive ordi- 
lUHice less influential in quickeuing and coosolinf; hia 
own mind. As frequently as it returned, it arrayed 
the doctrines of the cro.sa in all their freshness, power 
and glory l>efure bis mind, brought ibem home with 
overwhelming efTecl to bis bosom, and thus infused 
aa energy and a tcndurneaa into bis cibibition of ibero, 
whleb t4)ld on llio fi.-clings of all who hcani him. 
With bim the cvlubratiun of the Eucharist wan not 1I14 
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cold obserrance of an official duty, nor the afiecting 
commemorRiioii merely of the fad of the Escrtfioiol 
death of Cbrist, but Ehe conacioua and blessed com- 
inuoioQ of the body and blood of hia once crucitied but 
now living Redeemer. If the individual whose eye Is . 
passing over this page be one who has been present 
on such occasions, we envy him not, if be con remem- 
Iter them without emotion ; while by the eerioUB 
reader, whoever he may be, the follovring sacramental 
mediialion cannot but be appreciated as the emanation 
of a heart richly imbued with redeeming love, and 
n pathetic memento of the spirit in which ho ought at 
all times to approach the table of the Lord. 

" Saturday, 20th Feb.— My gracioua Lord, on 
the morrow I am to administer to thy people the ein> 
lilema of thy broken body and abed blood. Give Die 
i;racc to do it in a reverent and solemn manner. 
let me once more look through the sacred eigns, and 
diacem the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world. Let me eat the bread of life— tbo manaa 
that comes down from heaven, and feast on Thy re- 
deeming love. Let mc drink of the river of pleastmB 
nnd of life that proceedeth from Thy wounded side — 
Thy pierced heart — for Thy flesh ia meal indeed, and 
Thy blood is drink indeed. 

" I have been eshorting Thy people to come to Thy 
Table, in a penitent, believing, thanliful and joyfal 
manner, there to eommcmorato Thy strange, mysle- 
riouSj boundless love ; and blessed Jesus I shall I 
myself approach it without such feelings ? Did the 
ncient Romans, when they beheld the robe of th«r 
lurdered Cxsar all stained with his blood, rise in in- 
dignation against those who had slain him ? and shall 
! robes, the very robes of my precious Re- 



ileomer, all rollcJ in blood, covered witb purple gorn, 
aDd HOC feel my iDdigDatioakiadlcagniDst my sioB, ibat 
made my divine Lori) aud Master bleed aod gruaD and 
die I O the pairm, the anguish, the woc5 that opprcas' 
ed Thy tender, sinlcsa heart ! The Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity ofiu all. He hath borne owr sriefi, 
and carried our lorrowa. He gave kimie^ a ran- 
Bomfor all. Amazing stoop of Majesty Divine ! And 
is it so f Can it be ? All glory to redoeniiiig love, 
eternal truth hath spuken it. He died, my soul, a 
xacriSce for sin, for thi/ sin, that freed from sin, thou 
mightst no longer serve it. [ go then, O Lord, to thy 
(able— to Thee I pray — after Thee I breathe forth my 
desires. O slay, slay dieae dire remains of sin ; let 
not thy murderers live in ray heart. Now lead me into 
Thy lianqueting house, and let Tby banner over me be 
love. When shall 1 say — ' The winter is past, ihp 
raioa are over nnd gone, the time of the singing of 
birds ia come, and tbe voice of the turtle is beard in 
our land." O Lord, I beseech Thee show me thy 
Kloty." 

Such utterances of the lieart disclose tbe t 
of Mr. Black's great success in the conversion of 
souls. Labours pervaded and animated with such 
lutUotve<l feeling could not be unproductive. In Uali* 
fax, indoed, where the principal part of his lime had for 
•otne years been spent, the work did not advance with 
M much rapidity as in some other places. It was an 
ouapiciouB feature of the cause in the metropolis, how- 
vvsr, that it was exempt from tbe noxious inOuf 
of thane false doctrines, by which the souls of many 
had been subverted in other scenes of bis minisl«ml 
Ubours and success. The history of few Christian 
churches bos in this rc8f>ccl exhibited, froiii its origin. 
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greater stability than the Methodist society of Halifati 
which has had many pious and able instructors in 
Christ, but only one father— the honoured subject of 
these memoirs. Several of the country societies, 
whom the plan of his labour led him to visit two or 
three times in the course of the year, were, as we 
have already seen, from their juxta-position to the class 
of Christians, with whom Mr. Alline's most monstrous 
errors had all the authority of oracles, in danger of 
being tainted with the moral malaria. Even where 
this effect did not follow, he could not view, without the 
most painful concern, the difiusion of principles so 
utterly at variance with " the form of sound words," 
and subversive of the very elements of Christian .mo- 
rality, as — that the Bible is an old dead letter— ordi- 
nances are neither obligatory nor useful — the resur- 
rection is past already — believers may indulge in the 
grossest immoralities — they may commit murder and 
adultery, and their souls at the same time be free from 
moral turpitude. Can it be matter of surprise to 
the reader, that referring to the apparently gracious 
influence which attended the inculcation of some 
fundamental truths of the Gospel in connection with 
such revolting dogmas, Mr. Black should thus express 
himself—" I find it hard work to rejoice in the suc- 
cess of Mr. H , under whose ministry it is said 

some are converted, because many of his doctrines 
are unscriptural, and he is violently opposed to us :" 
" however," he adds, " if Christ is preached, and sin* 
ners are converted, I will bless God for this. So many 
more are added to my Father's family : therefore I 
will rejoice though they not only do not follow us, but 
think it their duty to oppose us." No zeal but that 
which is <' the pure flame of love" could achieve a 
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taer&l triumph like this. Notwithstandjiig tbeae un- 
pnipitioiis circumstances, he found the st&ie of the 
Mtcietiea ihroughout the province, during bis summer 
visit this jear, in do place discouraging ; in some, 
especially at Sbepody, the prospect was invigorating. 
Mr. Wesley bad oflen desired Mr. Black to fumiah 
him nitfa a circumstantial delineation of the state of 
the work in Nova Scotia, in all its (icpartmenta. The 
Report drawn up and forwarded, at an early period 
if this year, in accordance with that request, Mr. 
Wesley acknovHedges in a letter, to which the tremu- 
lousness of age has given so chaotic an appearance as 
to have rendered it a task of considerable difficulty to 
•lecipher it. It is dated Sunderland, June I4th, 1790, 
only ftine months before his death : — 

"Mt Dfab Brother, 
" Vou did well to send me an account of your 
little societies. Here is a good beginning, though it 
is as yet in many places a day of small things ; and 
■llhough it does not please God to cany on his work, 
so rapidly with you as in some of the provinces, 
(United States.) But one soul Is worth all the mer- 
chandise in the world : and whoever gets money, do 
you win souls. 

" Never was there throughout England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, so great a tbirst for the pure word of 
God OS there is at this day. The same we find in the 
little Islands of Man, Wight, Jersey, Guernsey, and 
Aldeney in the Western Ocean, In the Isle of Man 
alotw (thirty miles long) the ■oeietles contain about 
fonrHuid-tweniy hundred members. I have just 
now finished niy route through Scotland, where I 
never had such congregations befutc. So it pleaMi 



L 



366 MEMOIRS or THE 

God to give me a little more to do before He c^ls me 
hence. 

<< What has become of brother Scarr. Dobson, and 
our other Yorkshire friends ? Some of them doubt- 
less are gone into a farther country ; but some I sap- 
pose remain. I doubt you dp not keep up a constaift 
intercourse with each other. Love as Brethren I 
"lam, 
" Dear William, 

<^ Your afTectipnate friend and Brother, 

" JoHi« Wesley," 

Mr. Black never hesitated to waive his own predi- 
lections in accommodation to the prejudices of others 
when the surrender involved no compromise of prin- 
ciple, and appeared necessary, or conducive to his 
usefulness. Thus, though convinced of the scrip- 
tural validity of sprinkling as the mode of adminis- 
tering the ordinance of baptism, he oflen, in con- 
formity with the views of an adult candidate, per- 
formed it by immersion. It is not very creditable to 
the Christian cause that this subject has been so pro- 
lific a source of odium theologicum, theological dis- 
pute and acrimony. Were Pedobaptists, when ex- 
pedient, to act on the principle of Mr. Black, and 
Baptists to evince more of the candour, and concilia- 
tion of one whose name is an honour to their deno- 
mination — the late Rev. Robert Hall — there would be 
more ground to hope, than at present exists, that, by 
a mutual approximation. Christians now so widely 
severed, would ere long cordially unite, if not in ac- 
cordance of sentiment in this point, at least in show- 
ing forth the redeeming love and sacrificial death of 
the same Lord, both their's and our's. That eloquent 
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1 jMWerAil apologist of "free c 
vinific&lion of bis impugned eincerity as a Baptiit, ot)- 
Borvee : " Tbc primitive, the regular, and proper made 
of administration, I take to be immeriim. Still it 
appears lo mc thnt sprinkling, though an innovation, 
doea nnt deprive baptisro of iu essential validity, so as 
to put the person who has been sprinkled in adult age 
upon a footing with the unbaptized. The whole ol' 
tnj ientiineiits amount to this, — 1 would not myself 
baptize in any other manner than by immersion, be- 
rAXtac I took upon immersion as the ancient mode, 
that it beet represents the moaning of the original term 
employed, ami the eubeCaniial import of this institu- 
tion ; and because I should think it right to guard 
against the spirit of innovation, which in positive rilcn 
is always dangerous and progressive ; but I ahould 
fMt think nytelf authoriied lo rebaptite any one aha 
hai been iprinklcd in adult age."* If these remarkii 
tend in any measure to subserve the cause of Christian 
rhariiy, their object will be attained : they were su;;- 
ge^tod by the following brief entry in Mr. Blacfc'* 
Journal, underdoteof July 15th ; — " 1 baptized by in;' 
nMrit'on the wife of John Weldon, Esq., after preach- 
ing to aboot three hundred people, who accompanieil 
us to the water singing. It was a. solemn time." 

The care of the churches under Mr. Block's super- 
intendence was constantly becoming more onerous ; 
nnd tbo supply of minislRrial help was fur from beinj: 
adeqaalo to the wants and wishes of the people. Anii- 
ripaiinglhe most effectual alleviation of his perplexity, 
■iibjccia intimately connected with the in- 
utresia of the work entrusted to his oversight, fVom > 

» and personal consullalion with Dr. Coke, and as 



ihe American coDuectioD woa the ouly Boutce to whicb 
he could look for the required oBsii^cance, he resolved, 
with a view to Bccomplisb both these objects, to at- 
tend the New Vork Conference, to be lield the tut 
week in May, 1T91. Soon afler his arrival at New 
York be learned that the Doctor'^ paramouat engage- 
ments or duties in £urope, (arising probably out of 
Mr. Wesley'^ recent death) would preclude the possi- 
bility of hii remaining in America aa long aa he had 
intended. He therefore hastened forward to Phila- 
delphia, where he met the Dr. on the 11th of May. 
He enjoyed the desired interview, and derived from it 
all the benefit in the way both of counsel apd encou- 
ragement which he bad anticipated. The unexpected 
extension of his journey, also, affordedhimao oppor- 
tunity of being present at the Philadelphia Conference, 
which commenced on the 17[h of May, and occupied 
four days. The venerable Asbury presided ; and the 
wisdom, grace and prudence with which he sustained 
his character as a Christian Bishop, made a deep im- 
pression upon Mr. Black's mind. The New York 
Conference sat the following week, at which eix 
preachers were designated to accompany Mr. Black to 
Nova Scotia. The immediate objects of his visit 
were thus auspiciously attained, and looking forwai^l 
to its ulterior consequences, he thanked God and took 
courage. 

The year 1791 was one of the most memorable in 
Mr. Black's life. About three weeks after his return 
from the States, in pursuance it would seem of an 
.-irrangement suggested by Dr. Coke, he sailed from 
Halifax for Newfoundland. The remarkable out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit which attended his labourst 
transient though they were, in that Island, formed a. 
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now era in the history of hJa ministerial uaefulneBG, 
nnd WHS among the most refreshing reminiacences 
with which ' the goy remombrnoce of a life ivell spent* 
Boloeed the eveoliig of hia days. He arrived at St. 
John ou the lOth of August, and immediaiely waited 
un tho Rev. Mr. Jones, the Presbyteriaa minister of 
that ptao«, a mandecplypioiis and ofa moat catholit^ 
spirit. After spending a day at Si. John, he repnircil 
to Carbonear, where Mr. McGcary , a Methodist Mis- 
sinnary, was then sIntiontKl. By him ho was hailMJ 
with the liveliest emotions of gratitude and joy. — " 1 
have been weepijig before tho Lord," said he, " I 
havo been weeping before the Lord, over niy lonely 
Bilualion and the darkness of the people, and your 
uoming is ii be life from the dead !" Thegoo<lman 
was indeed so completely disheartened ibai he was 
jual on the point of abandoning the field in which be 
bad for a considerable time laboured without fruit, oa 
rrreclaituably sterile. A most gracious revival had 
indued taken plaee here a number of years previously, 
under the minitilry of the Kev. Mr. Couglilan, but a 
portion of its fruiis had been lodged in ibe celesiinl 
learner, and a few females were all wheal this pe- 
riod remained, to testify that Christ bud power on 
earth to forgive sins. Mr. Black deeply felt that Ibe 
eause of God had reached a crisis, the duties of which 
ittnianded unusual unction and fulelity ; and (rom the 
liino that be left Halifux, bis Journal attests that bis 
mind was iu a state of progressive preparation for the 
work here aligned him to do. He entered upon it 
under a profound consciousness of his own insuili- 
i-iency ; but with fervent prayer and iitjportuNute sup- 
plication, to his Father who saw in secret, and ho wo* 
nuoti rewarded openly. A blessed influence attended 
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his very first Bermon — a cheering prelude of ihe time 
of graciouB TisitHtion that followed. But the toils 
and the iriumphB of this eeason of grace will be best 
exhibited by aome extracts gleaned from his Jour- 

■' Carbotioar, Sunday, Aug. 14th. — Lost evening I 
preached from Acts 3 : 42. Many present were, I 
believe, convinced of their foul revolt ; some of 
\vhom appear resolved to set out auew. Some also 
who never knew the ways of God seemed deeply af- 
fected. O my God, I trust Thou didst not send roe 
hither for nothing. 1 had much liberty in preaching 
Ibis morning. The power of the Spirit of God was 
amongst the people. After preaching, I requested any 
who desired to devote themselves to God to remain 
and meet in class : about thirty-seven did ao. In the 
evening 1 had a crowded audience, t trust the Lord 
will make bare His arm. I have now no doubt but 
Gml in mercy sent me to this people. 

"Wednesday, 17ih.— While I was preaching in Car- 
lionear Church last evening, some began to cry aloud. 
I ceased preaching and began to pray. My voic« was 
nearly drowned. Weeping was on every side. I left 
the pulpit, and passed through the church, eshorttng 
those who were wounded and crying for mercy. All 
over the chapel, three or four were to be seen in aV 
most every pew thus affected. One experienced com- 
fort, and published her joys aloud. After they dis- 
persed, their cries and groans might be heard at acoti- 
siderable distance up and down the harbour. — I thia 
morning visited the femato who found peace last eren- 
ing. She was engaged in praising God : joy shone in 
her countenance and sparkled in her eyes. 1 then ac- 
companied brother Sireiton, a judicious and upright 



inan, to Harbour Grace, about six milea from Carbn- 
neur, and pruacbed in the evening in the church be 
had built Ht his own expense. Before we parted the 
spirit of conviction was poured out upon the peopb 
here, much in the some manner as at Carbonear. 
Some of them followed me to brother Siretton's, 
where we euag and prayed until ray strength was near- 
ly exhausted. There is a general concern forsalvalioT) 
ihrougbout this place, eapecially among the younf . 
May Ibey know the day of their visitation. O God, 
carry on Thy work, and enable me to be faithful, 

• Tis worth lining for iliii— 

" Friday, l!)ih. — Preached in the Carbonear church 
in the evening. About thirty persona came in a boat 
to attend the meeting. The same feeling wae again 
manifested. Three more profet^a to have experienced 
converting grace. May none snatch at comfort unlit 
administered by the Spirit of God. I waa called upon 
to visit a woman in great spiritual distress. So bitter 
WAS the remembrance of bur sins that she refused to 
be comforted ; but Thou, Lord, uri ublc to heal '. 

" Sabbath, 'list. — After preaching in the morniag to 
alwut 300 people at Port a Grave, I addressed nearly 
the same number at Bay Roberta in the atlemoou. 
Hero 1 found twenty-six who met in class, but not 
regularly ; of these, few enjoy the consolation of ex- 
purimetital godliness. I added four lo their number, 
furniahod them with a clasa-paper, explained ihr 
rules of the aocieiy, and letl them in the charge of 
George Vey, the leader, a pious young man, who I 
in»t will be a blessing lo ihcm. With Iho deplorable 



condition of the people generally here, I was much 
nfTecEed, 

" Monrliiy, 93(1, —I preached in the church at Harbour 
Grace from Johtiiii: 16. Sn powerrul aBeaaon I have 
not seen since T came to the Island. For three hours 
in succession between forty and fifty deeply lamented 
their aina, and continued their supplications for mer- 
cy. I cannot hut observe and adore the goodness or 
God in sending me hither, and that by a train of pro- 
vidences. It is not (]uite n fortnight since my arrival 
nt Carbonear — and What hath Ood wrot^ht ,' 

" On Thursday the 35lh, Brother McGcary and I 
set off in a small boat for Black-head. We arrived in 
time to give a word of exhortation to a few who had 
come together expecting us, and appointed a meeting 
fur the following evening. This was a time long to 
lie remembered. Acts si : 15, was my le.xi, and it 
was indeed fulfilled. The Holy Ghost fell upon the 
people, both as a Spirit of bondage to fear, and aa a 
Spirit of liberty and love. 

" Tuesday, 80th,— Preached at Fresh-water on the 
nature, neeeisily, and frvitt of faith. Many fell tbe 
want of it and wept aloud ; olbcrs rejoiced in the pos- 
session of so invaluable a pearl. I formed those who 
felt the importance of Christian communion into two 
classes. In years past several of them had known tbe 
Lord ; I trust the Lord has healed the backslidings 
of many, and that they will be in future i>reserved 
from the anare of the devil. Mny they learn wisdom 
from the things they have enffered. There are now 
at CartKinear, including this place, fifty who will 
meet in class, twelve of whom have been enabled tu 
believe to the saving of their sauls in this revival. 

" Sepiemlrer Isi.— I walked over to Harbour Grace, 



accompaoieil by Richard Valentiiie. Uia convcrsa- 
tigD was truly spiritual and inatruciive j various fiai 
heavy have been bis trials. Hid experience is not 
uoly GcripEural but deep. He has been many years 
\n the way ; and has moved steadily along amidst out- 
ward trials and ioward exercises peculiarly severe. 
May I drink mort: deeply Into his spirit. In the ettit- 
ing 1 preached from, " We will go teith you i for Me 
hate heard that the Lord ia vUh you." I pointed out 
the following as among the inarfcs by which those 
who have God with them may be distinguished : — 
{l)They embrace and hold forth ihe essential doc- 
trines of Scripture — as, original sin — juBtification by 
faith — the new birth — and tiitire holiness or sanctlfi- 
cation. ('2) In connexion with their zeal in propagating 
these wholesome truths, the glory of God and ibe sal- 
vation of men, are the objects for which ibey live. (3) 
By their instrumentality men are actually reformed, as 
well in the temper of their minds as in their outward 
behaviour. Having enlarged on these particulars, I 
endeavoured to show tbe necessity of going tetlh such 
n people, so far at least asbelievingly to receive ibosi- 
doctrioes, reduce iheni to practice, and to aid with till 
our might in spreading their influence. 

" M{inday, Sib. — I know not that I ever wiloesaeit 
NUch a meeting ns we bad this evenin;;. Brother Stret- 
lon emphatically remarked,— 'The sccno was truly aw- 
ful. What a contrast ! Some in the very doplha of 
(liainws ; others in transports of joy 1 It appeared to 
in» a faint picture of heaven ami hell !' Scveralfound 
peac« with God thii evening also. Some of ihoio 
imder conviction have been among the greatest eoe- 
mieaofreligion. Nothing was to be seen but heaving 
hreasis and weeping eyea !— Doibin^ to be beard but 
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prayer and praise, espressiona of repentance o 
ftith, of joy or of sorrow ! Pari of this e. 
inaf be nnturfil or animal, may arise from eympathy -, 
bui it is evident mueh of it ia divine. None but God 
can alarm the guilty, slumbering conscience of fallen 
man, enlighten his understanding and make him sen- 
sible of hisvilensaa; can draw his affectiona from 
earth and fix them upon heavenly objects ; can fill his 
soul with meekness, patience, rcaignatian — with cod- 
tentment, peace and joy — with faith, hope and love. 
None, 1 say, but God, can produce these. But these 
are produced ; ihercfgre thus fikr the work ia evidenl- 
ly of God, although some of its atlendanta or tg^sn- 
dages may be from nature, yea from S^tan." 

To chronicle all the oocurrencea of interest thai tran- 
spired during this eventful visit, or even to adven W 
the numerous coses ofconversion in which Mr. Blacfc 
gives the names of [be individuals, would draw aul 
these details to a disproporlionate length. Those 
already exhibited amply evince the eslraordinary im- 
pression produced under the divine blessing, by his 
ministry in Newfoundland, " the result" of which, — 
in the words of the Rev. Richard Knight, seveDteeo 
years uf whose highly useful missionary life were spent 
in [hat scene of labour — " was a large accession to 
rhe Methodist Sociely, and the dawn of that brighter 
day which has since shone upon our Mission in that 
island." "No less," says Mr. Knigh[, " than two 
hundred souls were converted to God during his brief 
Hojourn in Conception Bay. Nor are the fruits of 
that visit to be estimated by its immediate results. 
He organized Methodism, settled the Mission proper- 
ty, and secured it to the Connexion, increased and fe- 
"pirited the society, and obtained for them I 
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th«y needed," The feelings nith which he took faia 
departure from a people, huadreilaorwhom he justly 
anticipated I be joy of prescniJrg perfect in Christ 
Jreiis at hia second coming, will be adequately eon- 
reived only by the faithful minister on whom Goit 
has begiowcd at leagt a portion of such honour and 
hoppiuesa. " I think," he writes, "I never had bo 
affecting a parting with any people before in my life. 
It wai bard work to tear oway from them, I was 
nearly an bour shaking hands with them, some twice 
nticl thrice over : and even then we hardly knew liuw 
to pan ; but 1 at Inst rushed from among them, and 
left them weeping OH foran only son." Lot me add, 
though God enaliled hini thus to triumph in Christ 
Jesus, and so signally made known by him, in every 
place he visited on the Island, the savour of His 
crave, even the keen-eyed sceptic would be unable to 
detect ihe slightest tincture of sclf-coraplBceney 
mingling with the angelic emotions awakened by the 
heart-lbrilling review. Aa he opened ho also closed 
his commission among this people— in a spirit of deep 
hnmiliiy and unreserved consecration to God. " My 
heart pants," says he, just as his foot for the last time 
pTW Oo d their rocky shore — "My heart pants afler per- 
fect purity ;" and then gives utterance to its uspirn- 
itcKM in the expressive language of the poet, 
' Take mjr eoul and bod«'t pa<tet>. 
Take my memary, minil, aotl Hill ; 
All my goodi, and all my hour*, 
All I kD(»r, and all I ful ; 
All I ibitik, or ipBik, or do 
Taka luy licail ! Iial nake il new ' ' 

In thi* ehangerul and disciplinary state of c-xlsicnce, 
>l b nut uDfrc'iuently the case that occurrence of n 



L 



276 



UEMOiBS a 



nature the most felicitous, a.re to the ChriBtian the 
harbingers of some of his severest trials. This ii 
wisely ordaioetl. The iiery ordeal, while it tests the 
genuineness, at the same time increases the purity 
nnd lustre of his graces. An unintercepled series of 
prosperous and pleasing events, though in conoectioD 
with the church of God, is not favourable to the culti- 
vation of that humble and prnyerful dependence upon 
Him, essential to the maintenance and growth of the 
spiritual life. To St. Paul, lest he should be exalted 
above measure through the abundance of the revela- 
tions communicated lo him, there was given a thorn 
in the flesh ; and the only response he received to bis 
importunate application for its removal was, " My 
grace is sufficient for thee." This was enough. His 
infirmities increased, in the same ratio, his claims 
upon celestial succour ; and like an advantageous foil, 
more strikingly illustrated the reality and power of 
the grace imparted to him. The reader will readily 
anticipate the drid of these remarks. It might bo 
said of Mr. Black, during bis stay in Newfoundland, 
that he rode as in a triumphal chariot. No imagin- 
abln concurrence of temporiil circumstances could 
have enkindled an exultation in his mind comparable 
to that which he experienced from a survey of the 
auspicious and extensive chaoge his labours there had 
been instrumental in effectuating. On his return to 
Nova Scotia, however, he was destined to encounter 
triiils of no ordinary magnitude. The preaching- 
house, hitherto occupied in Halifax by Mr. Block and 

his coadjutors, was the property of Mr. M , then 

the most opulent and influential person connected 
with the society- Owing to circumstances affecting 
this gentleman, the nature of which we neither know. 
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uor have any wish to reensciiaie, his connefrtlon with 
MertiodiBiD bad ceased during Mr. Black'a abseoco. 
Hb alienation unhappily soon asaumed the character 
of positive hostility against ibo sacred canscwMch he 
had for n coosideralile period generously cherished and 
Bupponed. With a view lo gratify tlie unhallowed 
fbeting which had taken posseasion of his mind, by 
involving ihc society in as much inconvenience and 
perplexity as possible, he would on no terras alloir 
ihem the use of the chapel. In vain did Mr. Blaek 
tMriousIy and affectionately remonetrnte with him on 
tlie impropriciy of his course, and deprecate the con- 
mqueticea to the society of their beingso abruptly de- 
prived of their accuatomed place of worship ; hn 
would entertain no proposals, but remained indomitB' 
Mb in his determination neither to rent nor to edl it 
fur their Bceommodaiion. This machination of Satan 
to ii^nre the cause of God in so important a poaitiotl, 
signally failed. In fact itmostmnterjaltyBubserrediU 
intereatsliy callingforth the latent zeal, energies and re- 
conrccB of its friends in a manner in which we may eofe* 
^y nssert, they would not have been developed at that 
oirfy period without some impulsive stimulant, Thew 
was no aliemative bni the erection of a new chapel. 
And however improbable the accompliBbrnent of thia 
ol^eci, on D respectable scale, might at tirst view ap- 
pear, the promptitude and liberality with which those, 
to whom the subscription-list for the purpose was first 
prasented, responded to the call, were loo chcerlngly 
prophetic of the result to admit of doubt or dls- 
eouragemeni. £100 were raised in one day ; and an 
amotiDt soon subscribed which authorised the ado]^ 
lion of Immediate m(D8urcB for carrying the pnycet 
mto efltct. 
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Soon afler Mr. Bluck'a rciurn from Newfoundlaiui 
ho visited in order, HortoD, Granville, ADnapoliSg 
and Oigbf, and then passed over to St. John, N. B. 
The Rev. Mr. Biehop, probatily one of the holiest 
men who e^'Cr lived, was at that time stationed in the 
city. Under his ministry several had been converted 
to God, and others were enquiring the way to ZioD. 
The aehes of this eKcelleat man, whoso memory is 
blessed, repose in one of the West India Islands, 
whither he aflerwards went to invite into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God, the injured sons of 
Africa. In St. John, Mr, Black's " time," to use his 
own expressions, was '■ all taken up between the 
mount and multitude." But in his efforts to benefit the 
latter, he experienced an unexpected interruption, the 
nature and cause of which were as follows. Walk- 
ing the street on the Lord's day, he saw certain ship- 
builders and caulkers pursuing their ordinary employ- 
ments. Against thispulilic desecration of the Sabbath, 
he felt it his duty to bear his testimony, in terms of 
merited reprobation, in his discourse in the evening. 
Exasperated by the exposureof their guilt, some of 
the individuals implicated, aware of the existence of a 
provincial statute against any one's exercising minia- 
terial functions without a license from the Governor, 
and having ascertained that the preacher had not used 
the precaution to procure such a license, thought it 
would be a worthy method of expressing their resent- 
ment — if possible to seal the lips which had testiiiedof 
them that their deeds were evil. Accordingly they pre- 
ferred a charge of contempt of the law against him to 
the Clerk of the Peace, whose zeal in promoting their 
ist be admittod to have been a little more 
ardent than fidelity to his official responsibilities really 
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demanded. He immediotely sent a nou to Mr. 
Black, of which the following is a copy :— 

To Rev. Mt. Blatk. 



" Sir, 
" You are, I doubt not, acquainted with an act of 
ihs General Assembly of thia province which ioflicts 
a penally upon tiny person who shall presume to 
pretwb, &c. without a license for that purpose under 
the band and ecal of the Governor or Commander in 
Chief for the time being. As Clerk of the Peace for 
thiscily, 1 cooceive it my duty to enquire whether you 
are in poasesaian of any tiucb license. 
" I aoi, Uc. 

"E. HiBDr, 

"Clerk of tKe Peace." 

Tbreo hours aAer the above was handed to Mr. 
Slack, be waited on the writer at his office, and stated 
to him, — that immediately oa his arrival in the pro- 
vince he had consulted two of the principal magis- 
trates of the city respecting tho law in question, who 
aastired him that it never was designed to prevent 
any minister regularly ordained, and of sober charac- 
ter, from communicating religious knowledge; and 
tbat, in their estimation, it would be quite sufficient 
for him to transmit tho credentials of his ordination to 
ilie Governor, who, they made no doubt, would givo 
bim a license. In conformity with ihid suggestion, he 
farther informed the Clerk of the Peace, tliut be had 
Ifarwarded to his Excellency a copy of his ordinaiioit 
credentials signed 1iy Judges Ldolow, and Uphim, 
tha latter of whom accoiupatiied them with bis rccom- 
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nendalioQ, aod at llie sanic lime recnarked ta bim 
(Mr. Black) that ns it was at iho desire of a respectt- 
l)le body of people he preached, no one could look 
upon b)3 compliance, under all the circumstances, ob 
indicating a contempt of the Provincial Legislature ; 
adding that the Governor had, to his knowledge, in a 
iimilar case, referred to the magistrates, and that the 
professed object of the act was to leeurf, not abridge 
liberty of conscience, or the sacred right of all persons 
to worship God according to the dictates af their 
judgment. " From these considerations," said Mr. 
Black, " 1 have ventured to preach at the request of 
the people, and iutcndcd to do so until I should hear 
from the Governor ; but since my conduct boa been 
construed into contempt of authority, I shall desist 
until I heor from the Key. Mr. Bishop, who has gone 
10 wait upon his Excellency." To all this Mr. Hardy 
replied, with considerable warmth, that neither the 
magistrates nor the GoYemor himself had any right to 
dispense with the Law; expressed his surprise atsnch 
obeerrationB, and throwing the statute before Mr. 
Black, said, — ' Vou may examine it for yoursolf,' and 
abruptly left the office. The opponents of MethodisiDt 
or rather of the Gospel, thus gained a tnajigaaal 
triumph, and emboldened by success, liecaoie loudilii 
their boastings, and predicted that the benevolent ob- 
ject of their hate would Bpoedily be looking through 
the grates of the prbon. But none of these things 
moved him. Interdicted from holding forth the w<^ 
of life, pvbliely, he endeavoured as far as practicable 
lo accomplish the objects of his mission by pastoral 
Tisttation, as well as preaching, from house lo kmite. 
More than a fortnight elapsed, and no license or ia- 
(cTLOAtioD from the scat of government arrived^ mast 



mlitica. £110 were cheerfully Bubscribed towards Ibe 
erecUon of a chapelt the frame of which Mr. Black 
saw out of the woods before be left. At ibis Con- 
ference the retunu from the various circuits ehoweil 
aa aggregate of six hundred and eighty menibers. 

From tho Conference be went to Aonapolia, where 
inauspicious occurrences had almost prostrated ihelii- 
tle society. By the formation of a matrimoDlal alli- 
•DCe, prompted, there U reason to fear, by the motive 
tbut led Demas to forsake the Apostles, the preacher 
at that place (Mr. C.) had lost the coufidence of those 
over whom he hail been placed, and iollicted a wound 
upou tlic cause which time has not healed. The man- 
net in which be received, or rather repelled Mr. Black'it 
aff«ctiouate atlmooition, was painfully ominoUB of the 
rault. How fearful is the responsibility of ministers * 
Wbcua they fall, the catastrophe resembles the cstlnc- 
tion of a central orli, rather ibau the aphelion of an ido- 
Intod Rtar. 

Mr. Black now vUited the city of St. John, under 
clrcuinuanees more agreeable than those under whi.'h 
bo had left it the preceding December. He found thai 
Mr. Bishop's labours in the moontiiiie bad beengreoi- 
Ij blessed. There were about seventy In ihe society, 
uul the work was still progrcsaive. Vrooeediug to Ft«- 
ilerictun he found a cloos of Iwenty-two, chiefly coldicra 
who "thought upon the luiaie" of iho I^rd, "and 
■pak« oAcn one to another." The few daya he re- 
nuioed with ihem were not without happy conae- 
queiweA — iheir nuniber increased to thirty. At Sbef- 
AalH, between St. Juhn and Fretlericion, he preavbe<l 
W tho bouse of Mr. Hammond, in whose family, aa iu- 
•iMd Ib the Burroundiog ncighbciurhnod, there had n)-> 
MMlf been a powerful work of di v iuc grace. " Anions 



MSUOIBS OF THE 

these," he remarks with pain, " there are many New- 
lights, or more properly Mlinitei — much wild fire, and 
many wrong opinions. They want a judicious leadar, 
one who can "rightly divide the word of truth,'" We 
next find him spending a few days with Mr, MeCotI 
and his linle flock at St. Stephen's, much gratified at 
witnessing the spirituality manifeated by the Bociety 
under the pastoral care of that truly reuerable man. 
The compiler of this memoir cannot pass over in si- 
lence the name of a departed father in Israel, with 
whom it was his providential lot to be intimately as- 
sociated during the first twelve months of his ministe- 
rial itinerancy. He here uses the word providential 
advisedly, emphatically, and with fervent gratitade to 
Him who has been the guide of his youth. From the 
contemplation of the character, aa well as from the con- 
versation, kindness, and counsel of that excellent man, 
he derived much spiritual benefit, when little more 
ihau a babe in Chriat ; nor could he now bend over the 
;^ave that embosoma his hallowed dust without emo 
tiona of filial tenderness and veneration. The circum- 
stances of Mr. MoColl's conversion to God were very 
remarkable. At an early period in life he entered the 
army, without any knowledge of vital godliness even 
in theory. Whatever religious instruction he had re- 
ceived related merely to external propriety of deport- 
ment. Nor had he any higher conception of the na- 
ture of that holiness without which no man can see ibe 
Lord, till the eyes of his understanding were almnet 
miraculously enlightened. This occurred on the eve 
of a naval engagement (the place and occasion have 
escaped my recollection) in which he apprehended 
that be might be in a moment ushered into the presence 
of God, Finding an opportunity before the action 
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commenced lo pour out his anguished soul in prayer, 
be earnestly implored mercy and a prepnraiioa for 
ileaifa. Uis prayer waa heard. God ebone into bis 
troubled mind with overwheliniiig glory. In a moment 
ihe darkness and the dismay were gone -, and the first 
intimaiion he received of the truth of experimental re- 
ligion was by feeling " the love of God shed abroad in 
his heart by the Holy Ghost which was given unto 
him." Amazed at the transformation he had expe- 
rienced, and e<]ually astonished that the minister un- 
derwhose miniairy he bod many years eat in Scotland, 
had never inculcated the necessity of such a epiriiuat 
cbango, he was prompted by the ardour of his first 
lore to address a letter to bini, in which he faithfully 
asked bim, afler relating his own experience, whether 
it was possible he could be ignorant of a point bo es- 
sential as the necessity of being ' born again,' or whe- 
ther knowing ii, he could forbear to inculcate it on his 
bearers as iudispensablo to their salvation. Several 
years elapsed, if 1 remember right, belbre he inet with 
any one who appeared to undergtand the things of the 
Spirit of God. It was not until he formed the ac- 
quaintance of sonic members of the Methodist society 
tliat be enjoyed the privilege of spiritual fcllonsbip. 
Itnmediotely be was attracted to them, and cast in bis 
lot amang them. There was nothing in his religious 
sentiments to prevent at oaco the most perfect union ; 
for it is remarkable that although educated a Calvin- 
kt, fVom the moment be felt the love of God, be be- 
lieved the same blessing was fbck roa all. On his 
rstiring t>oni the army be settled at St. Stephen's in 
New Brunsnick. 'I'hura be became a most useful mi- 
nister of Christ, and aller bulding forth to a numerous 
congregation the word of life for nearly forty yeorv. 



ileparteil in the faiih, to wear the crown of righteous* 
iiesH laiJ up for him in heaven. HiindrGda of tmiading 
l^ins, the fniits of his faithful miniatrj, will lUuatrsiB 
that crown in Ihe dsy of the Lord Jesus. — Independent 
of ihe feelings and motives by which I have been ac- 
tuated in paying this imperfect tribute to depaned ex- 
cellence, tt can hsrdlj he deemed a digression in deli- 
neating the history of one whose life is in fact the his- 
tory of Methodism in New Branawick and the aister 
Province. 

From St. Stephen's Mr. Black returned again to 
St. John in May, Mr. Bishop's time in the city waa 
iiow expired. His valedictory address produced such 
ml effect as might be eTpected from the operation, 
at a moment so impressive, of the mutual attachment 
between a holy minister and a people, most of whom 
were hia spiritual children, and to all of whom riie 
lustre of his example and the fidelity of hia niinistrO' 
tions had been singularly useful. The parting- scene 
(which tools place on the 16(h of May) is thus described 
by Mr. Black : " Brother Bishop preached a farewell 
sermon : I then gave a discourse on the Lord's Sup- 
per, and administered the ordinance ; after which bro- 
ther McColl gaTC an exhortation. O what a time ! very 
similar to the scene on a like occasion in Newfound- 
land. Going round among the people tho nest day, I 
found them deeply distressed at the thought of losing 
dear Mr. Bishop, whose memory they have indeed 
i:auge to love." 

Thence Mr. Black proceeded to Romsheg (now 
called Wallace.) A gracious outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit had attended the labours of Mr. Gmndine in this 
ncction of the country the preceding winter ; and tfav 
ofiectB of the divine visitation were the more ci 
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ruoui from the previous ignomnco of the things of 
God, and lotnl inBdeniioa to moral and rcllgiouti duties 
that had prevailed amoDg the people. The work waa 
as permanent as it ivns powerful. Almost all its sub- 
jecia who remaioed stendfast, have ' passed through 
death triumphant homo ;' and by the few that yet lin- 
ger on this aide Jordan, the name of Mr. Grandine i^t 
still pronounced with affoctionate veneration. When 
Mr. Block 'eaine, and had eeen the grace of God, he 
was glad ;'' and vbitiog the various parts of the circuit 
which Mr. Grandino bad formed, ' he exhorted thetn 
ihat with purpose of heart they should cleave unto the 
Lord.' On his return to Halifax, the work of God 
presented a most cheering aspect in town. Several 
Mills bad l>een truly converted, and others were ear- 
iHMtly enquiring the way to Zioa. " Tuesday, 38th 
of August," ho writes — " For the last fortnight I have 
bad plenty of work In visiting the friends. The 
work still spreads — more are awakened— more aro 
converted — and almost every day new members are 
added to the society. Last night I was colled out of 
l)ed at 19 o'clock to praise God for tho dclivernnco of 
one who bud been ten days under deep couvictiuiis. 1 
never saw a person more happy. O how powerful \a 
ibo grace of God when it powerfully reigns in the 
boart I" 

lu accordance with Dr. Coko's request, Mr. Slock 
Duds arrangements to attend the General Conference 
«I Baltimore ; and sailed for Philadelphia on the 19tll 
«f October. Be endeavoured to render himself aa 
useftil to the Captain and crew OS possible; and wan 
tranted by thetn with marked respect. Tuesday the 
30ih, while at sea, heaays—" Most of my time since 
I caiDO ou Uuurd has boeo occupied in readbg, chiefly 
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Flavel'a Treatise on iho soul, Litlleion's Roman His' 
tnrj and Knox'a Esaays. Lordlet none of them prove 
uDprofitabJe !" To some this petition may appear 
BUperfluoUB, if not preposteroua. ' What imaginable 
injury they will think cuuld accrue from the perusal 
of such works as those of Litcleion and Knox f 
• Does il not iodleate imbecility and enthusiasm to 
anticipate any injurious moral ini!uence from volumes 
no instructive and admirable in themselves as those 
specified ?' Such persons are incapable of appreciat- 
ing the spiritual sensibility of a mind like Mr. Black's, 
or the tendency ofworks, whether of literature or mere 
morality, to impair a realizing sense of divine things, 
(inless counteracted by much vigilance and prayer. 
The candid confession of the in icllectu ally-great Ro- 
bert Hall, in his Sermon on the danger of evil com- 
111 uoi cations, annihilates the allegation of mental 
weakness in the case, and ia highly monitory : " I 
recollect some years ago," he says, "thot upon read- 
ing some very popular tales (Moral Tales they are 
Rtyled,) the talent of which is exceedingly great, but 
(vhic^ are distinguished by the total absence of re- 
llgion, and the want of all reference to it even in the 
scenes of death, the influence on my mind wasBUch 
that, during the lime devoted to that reading, it was 
with great dilHculty and perplexity I was able to dis- 
charge my ministerial duties. It became, therefore 
painfully evident to me, that to be conversant long with 
trains of thought or associations of ideas from which 
religion is entirely excluded, is of most dangerous 
tendency." From raoraliata like Johnson and Addi- 
son (nor would we by any means exclude Knox) 
much indeed may be learned by the most devout 
Christian, calculated not only to inform bis under- 




^landing tuiii taste, but to make faim better acr(uaiiite<I 
with his own heart. An example of this occurs in 
Mr. Black's journal, in connection witii the entry from 
which we hare given the above extract. He there 
expresses his obligations to God for the benefit he 
derifed from a perusal of Addison's three papers ou 
the Love of Fume. Ho probably enlarged bia ac- 
quaiutanco with the insidious operation of that ania- 
gODist principle of humility before God. 

Mr. Black did not arrive at Baltimore till tbo ath of 
November, ivben be found the Conference had been 
ia session three days. He vvas more successful thaa 
he anticipated in ihe leading object of bia viait, liaviag 
obtained tivo or six preachers for Nova Scotia and 
Nekvfoundtand. Doctor Coke was cxlremely desirous 
that be sboulJ Hsaume the charge of ihe misaiona in 
the windward West India lalanda ; in consequence of 
which Mr. Harper, who had laboured some i 
that sphere, was appointed as Mr. Black's 
Presiding Elder of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, ami 
Newfoundland. He met Mr. Harper in Now York on 
the 25ih, and was gratilied on an acquaintance with 
him, to pcrcciTo ibat be possessed estimable qualilieH 
vrbich augured favourably for ibo departineut of Ihe 
work over wfaich he was designaied to preside. It 
waa deemed expedient that Mr. Black, before r 
■ng his family to the West Indies, should accompany 
Dr. Coko (hither, in order to ascertain how the cli- 
mate was likely lo agree with bia health. On his pas* 
■age to his new field of labour he has the following rc- 
uuuks:— 

" December 19th. — I have experienced much com- 
fort itaU evening in my closet dovotioni. The Lord 
rery graciously visited me j and 1 said with the diaci 
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plea on mount Tabor, ' It is good for me lo be here.' 
I deripe encouragement from the thought that infinite 
wisdom is at the helm of affairs, and guidca the wheels 
of proridence : here would I rest. Lei me cheerfully 
go wherever my divine Master aees meet. Were I to 
consult my inclinations, I would prefer England to any 
other part of the world, especially to the aultry climes 
of the West Indies : but it is my desire to walk, not 
after the will of the flesh, but atler the will of my in- 
finitely wise and good God, ' Sovereign of the world, 
sanctify my will : let all within me be in aweet sub- 
jection to thy pleasure !' A thousand times rather 
would I lose my place in the scale of being, than lose 
the image of God, and sink into the base drudgery 
and vassalage of the devil." 

Through the goodness of God the; arrived in safety 
at St. Eustatius, on the last day of the year. They 
immediately waited on the Governor ; but experienced 
a rery cold and repulsive reception. He told them 
tliat if they had touched at the Island as strangers on 
their way to another destination, they should have the 
protection of Government, but if they attempted to 
preach, no exertion would be spared to enforce the 
law against them. " From so despotic a government," 
saya Mr. Black, " where an intolerant and haughty 
aristocracy bereave the people not only of thetr civil, 
hut of their religious rights, may the Lord deliver 
me !" " The little society," he continues, " that was 
raised here by some of our Preachers who visited this 
Island a few years ago, but wore not permitted to re- 
main, are much scattered. Some of these have suf- 
fered much for the cause of Jesus, end are neither 
ashamed nor discouraged. Others were not able to 
endure reproach, and sQourging at the tail of a cajt 
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tlirougb tho towD, but when peraecution e 
away, I never was in a place where wickedness was 
HO barefaced and iriumpbani. You eonnot walk Iho 
slreeiabuta hundred blospbemips assail yuur ears, and ] 
chill your blood into horror. This, all this can be per- j 
milted — but were these poor croaturee to spend their : 
breath in prayer and praise, they must be imprisoned, 
iiaed, whippcil, bauiabed, Sic. where iei the fear of ' 
Cod ? where is prudence ?— justice ?— mercy ? Wiil 
not God be avenged on eucb Gorernora as thes 

We select the most prmninQnt incidenta c 
with his visit to those tropica) regions, and shall giv 
tbem ill his own words :— 

" January lat, 1793. — Doctor Coke hired a small j 
vessel to convey us to St. Christopher's, where we ar- 
rived the nest morning. We blessed God that we 
were once more on British ground. Here we have a 
luge socjety of coloured people, I believe about ona 
d)ouaai)d tivo hundred. In the evening the Doctor 
sailed lor St. Vincent's, having previously beard that 
'oar Riissioaary in that Island, Mr. Matthew Lainbi 
wa» in prison. Tbe Assembly there it seems havo 
paasod a law which, amongst other abominable things, 
«nacU, that no person except a clergyman of the 
Church of England, shall presume lo preach there 
until be shall have resided on ilie laland ai toaiti twelve 
inomfas ; and even then he shall nut be permitted lo 
mter the house of a slave for ibo purpose of instruct- 
iitg him. Some of the Magistrates, I understand, of- 
fereil to pay Mr. Lamb's fine ; but he resi«ctfully de- 
clined accepting their olTor, nnd chcvrfidly wcrti lo 
prison. Vciy right : fur another sennon would have 
exposnl him ii a heavier £ne. 
•' Tl^nrsday, lOib.— 1 ihia inorninjj returned from a 



abort excursJon into tbe country. On Tuesday I dioed 
with Dr. Bull (at St. Kitt's) and preached on his es- 
iBte ; the next day 1 dined with Mr. TliompBOn, and 
also preached to the negroes. I plaiuly see that great 
dangers surround ihe missioDaries on those Islaods ; 
nnd uuless their hearts are well established with grace 
they must euSer great loss. They are obliged to mio' 
gle so much with nhite people, who are in general 
very wicked and utterly averse to Epiritual conrersa- 
tioD ; yet ia their own way, courieoue and obliging. 
May I while among them sustain no injury from their 
conversation ; and if I cannot, by prudently introduc- 
ing religious discourse, do them some good, may I Dot 
be suffered, by casting pearls before swine, to do the 
poor slaves harm, by cutting off our access to them. 

"Thursday, 24th. — 1 have now been upwards of 
twelve days at St. Nevia. From the rela.satioii of ray 
nervous system I am much esercised as to whether tt 
is my duty to a^ume a permanent charge in the West 
Indies or not. May the Lord direct my unsteady mind 
to a proper determination ! 1 accompany Dr. Coke 
to-day to St. Eitt's. 

" February 9th. — Our Conference commenced at 
Antigua. There were thirteen Preachers present. 
The deliberations occupied eight days. Great bless- 
ings, I doubt not, will result from tbe wholesome re- 
gulations that have been adopted, and from the spirit 
of humility and love that prevailed throughout the de- 
bates. It is now determined that I return to St. KiU=s 
as Presiding Elder of the Leeward Islands. I tremble 
at my insufficiency for so weighty a charge ; hut Thou 
Lord art my help ! 

" March 4ih. — 1 have just returned from a tour 
round a considerable portion of [he Island, in compn- 
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ny wilh Mr. Butler. I preacbeil four or five limet) 
with much comfort. M; iniDil is much happier than 
while 1 remained undeiermiDed about corning to (be 
West Indies. 

" Wedaesday, ISth. — A fier taking an afleetiooaie 
leave of my kind Antigua frieDds, I sailed for Liver- 
pool, N. 8., on board the Aurora, Captain Bartleti. 
The next day wo touched al St. Eustaiia, and came 
to anchor oi Anguilla on Friday. I waited on the Go- 
vernor, who courteous!/ gave me an invitaliOQ to din- 
ner, and rwiuflfitod me to make the Government house 
tny home while I remained on the Island. He is a 
friendly, plain old gentleman. On Sunday, ITtfa, I 
read prayera and preached at the Collector'^ house. 
On ibe ISib, 19th, and 30tb I preached, first to a con- 
gregation of white people, and then to one of negroes. 
The congregations gradually increased : some of both 
coloors were affected under the word. Many of Ibein 
Bcorcely knew bow lo express their ihankfulneea for 
my visit, although at my first coming ihcy were ready 
to laugU at the very mention of rdigious concerns. 
The Collector and a few of the respectahlo inhnbilauiB 
faave oipressed a desire for a missionary. I think I > 
•ee the gracious providence of God in unexpectedly 
liriDging mc to preach tho glad tidings of salvation to 
these neglected people. 1 shall certainly onireat Dr. 
Coke lo send a missionary hither «3 soon aa possible. 
I cuiDOl believe that the seed already sown will be 
iiuite lost." 

On the 2lBt Mr. Black sailed from Anguilla for Li- 
verpool, N. 5., where he arrived in safety after a pas- 
sage of eighteen days, and found the society prosper' 
ing under the ministry of Mr. Pidler, The growing 
«aie of the cnijac ul Liverpool authorised and rcijuircd 
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<nof aEuicablt; place of worship. Mr. Black 
iiumedialely entered into this object ; and in a few 
days obtained £100 by subscription for tho purpose, 
and the promiae of £200 more. On Tuesday Ihc iSih 
bo arrivedj through the mercy of God, at Halifax, and 
hnd the hiippmess to Snd his family and friecds ne]]. 
The Joy of the occasion was hallowed by deep dero- 
tiooal feelings. "Muy all our seasons," be prays, 
" of meeting and parting but serve to lead our soula 
more deeply into God, in whom alone is true rest and 
peace !" He found the new chapel handsomely cora- 
pk'ted ; and while, for the first time, be held forth in 
it the word of life, the earnest and faithful prayer was 
that the Lord might "count when be writeth up the 
people," that many souls were bom there ; (bat there 
tbouaanda might pay their grateful homage to him 
who bought them with hid blood. His official connec- 
tion with the work in Nova Scotia, for the present at 
least, was dissolved. He returned merely for the put- 
pose of removing his family to the more insalubrious 
clime, in which, after some painful struggles of mind, 
he became convinced it was his duty, at the sacrifice 
of all his own feelings and predilections, to promote 
the spiritual emancipation of those injured sons of 
Africa who, torn by the ruthless hiind of commercial 
cupidity from their oQliro shores, were doomed to drag 
through life the degrading chain of serviiude. Whose 
heart does not swell with transport at the thought ibai 
that chain is nou broken ! Whose lips do not pour 
forth benedictions on them, by the lightning of whose 
fearless and flashing eloquence it has been dissolved 
forever ? Eternal blessings on llioso sons of pbilan- 
thropy, among whom the immortal Wilberforcc ranges 
pre-eminent, who, at the nltur of their God, awotc 
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perpetual hostility against slavery, and never i^Bteil 
until the; saw the escutcbeoo of England purified 
from its foulest atain ! — upon those Hclf-denying men 
of God, who pioneered the way in thia glorioua enter- 
ftriee, and without the preparing influence of whose 
Bpiritual labours, ihe wisdom of the siaiesnian, tbe 
«loqi)ence of the oruior, and tlie plans of tbe Cbfi<i- 
tian philaDlbropist, could never have so auspiciously 
achieved it ! In these most benevolent end disinte- 
rasteU lalioura Mr. Black was willing to engage ; nnil 
the path of duty now seemed plain to him. But bow 
incapoble are we of penetrating Ibc future — how un- 
certain a criterion do our feelingi ollen prove na iii 
Ihe course we are destined to fulfill, the fnonner or tbe 
place in which we ought to serve our generation, by 
tbe will of God ! The absence of Mr. Black only for 
« few months had more than eatisiied his brethren in 
Nova-Scotia, that no one, however pious, wise, and 
assiduous, could exactly supply his place as a General 
Superintendent of the field which had been so csten- 
Hively planted and watered by his own exertions. At 
their Conference, held at Windsor on the Sth and 6th 
of June, they therefore unanimousiy adopted a Reso- 
luiion that a petition should be addressed to Dr. Coke, 
requesting that brother Black should by no means be 
removed from Nova Scotia, and stating tite reasons on 
which (fab request was founded. The application hod 
tbe desired effect. Much aa the Doctor desired to se- 
cure his services for the West India niiasione, ho felt 
at once the irresistible force of the representation made 
to him by tbe Nova Scotia brethren, and as unheu* 
utingly acquiesced in their wishes. iRimedJately on 

K England, and before lie received the petition 
1 bis cherbbed plan of opcralioo in reference 
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to xho West ladiea was so materially changed, he ad- 
ilreBsed a letter to Mr. Black, dated Falmouthj June 
6tb, 1793, of which we give the reader on extract :— 
" I am just landed from Jamaica. la the aututDU go 
with your family to New York, Philadelphia, or Bos- 
ton ; thence to Sania Crois, St. John, or St. Thomaa, 
in an American vessel. Take there a Danish schooner 
or sloop to carry you to St. Kitt'a. If American ve* 
sele trade to Halifax, go in one to tha States. Thus 
will you sail in neutral ships all the way. Draw upon 
me for all necessary espences. When Maetim cotnes, 
if he be not already came, I will see that he is taken 
care of. I intend to write a. circular to the preachers, 
and a letter to brother Anderson when I have tiin& 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick ore the Jiril upon 
my list to be visited, in all Anierica. Pray for your 
faithful friend," Sic. From the date of the above let- 
ter, it will readily occur to the reader that the caution- 
ary suggestions it contains fur Mr. Black's guidance, 
in proceeding to his contemplated doatinatlon, natu- 
rally arose out of the state of things produced by the 
war which then commenced, on the part of Great Bri- 
tain and the allied powers of Germany and Prussia, 
against France. 

Mr. Black, in I78E, ospresacd himself very favoura- 
bly in a letter to Mr, Wesley respectijig the then Lord 
Bishop of Nova Scotia ; in reply to which, Mr. W., 
with what would seem prophetic sagacity, intimated — 
" [ do not espect any great matters from the Bishop. 
I doubt his eye is not single ; and if it be not, he will 
do little good to you, or any one else." When Mr. 
Wesley had gone to his reward this apprehension was 
painfully realized by Mr. Black. In a Sermon which 
the Bishop preached od the !^lh of June, 1799, be 
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groBsly miarepresenied (we truat ihrough ignoraoce) 
those who were endeavouring te work oui ihcirealva' 
tion with fear and trembling, Tho allusion waa ob- 
viouBly 10 the Methodists ; and the attack must have 
been as barab bs it waa grutuitoua, since it excited a 
mind so characteriHticolly mild end gentle as thot or 
Mr. Black, publicly to nnitnadvcrt upon the equally 
ungmcious and unlbunded asaertions and insinuations, 
by which his Lordship thought proper to assail some of 
ikt btil friend! to tho Church of England's bat in- 
teretl: It ia painrul to relate that about the same 
time there arrived from England a. Church clergyman 
(Mr. Willowby) who used his utmost efforts to op- 
pose Methodism, publicly denouncing ita ministry a^ 
unauthorised, and its doctrines as delusive, and treat- 
ing with sujireme arrogaDCe the idea of any union with 
nicb fanatics. Our profound respect for the Church 
of England, and most ardent deaire to see her piety 
elevated to her own atandards of faith and duty and 
devotion, woulil have induced us to pass in perfect 
silence over such examples of eccleaiasliciil impro- 
priety, did wo not think their exposure more likely 
than their Euppressiun to promote the benefit of that 
very church. And it is certainly with feelings of an- 
teigoed and animated satisfaction that we record, in 
cnnnectloo with these developements of " zeal not ac- 
cording to knowledge," a cose which presents itself 
on ibe very next page of Mr. Black's Journal, afford- 
ing n refreshing contrast to the spirit of haughty ex- 
clusiveness : — On the 2d of October Mr. Black, on bia 
way from ComwalliB to Honon, calletl on the Rev. 
Mr. Twining, the Church minister. He > 
with tlte utmost cordiality — not spumed as aJi enemy, 
tnit greeted its ' a brother i>eluvecl.' He regarded Mr. 



Black as one of those messengerg of the churehea who 
nre the glory of Christ, and gladly went to hear him 
preach in the OTening. " How ditTerent," writen Mr. 
B., "hii spirit from that of Mr. W." Mr. Twining 
was the subject of that celestial ill u mi nation which 
enabled him to penetrate beneath the surface of re- 
ligion ; to Eee that modea of church government, aa 
compared with tho grand CEsentiab of vital godliness, 
are subordinate and adventitlaua — that " the kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." He fell at one 
period a strong inclination to offer himself to the Me- 
thodist Conference, and to become a fellow labourer 
with thoao whom some of his brethren regarded as 
self-constituted and deluded teachers ; and we have 
often heard it stated that Mr. Black, instead of using 
his influence to draw him away from the church, per- 
suaded him to remain in it, as he would by that meaiu 
have it in his power to do good to classes of society 
who were not accessible to a Methodist Minister. 
Atler a long ministerial life, during which he occupied 
in succession several important posts of duty in the 
province, he died at Liverpool (N. S.) universally re- 
spected and lameuted. I cannot deny myself the plea- 
sure of stating here that an eminent son of the ve- 
nerable individual to whom reference has juat been 
made, John Thomas Twining, D. D. of Halifax, in 
the cultivation of a friendly regard towards the Metho- 
dists, and the cause of true Christianity in general, ia 
found walldng in the footsteps of his father. &a 
Chaplain of the Garrison — a station which he has fill- 
ed with great usefulness for a series of years, — it has 
been in his power very materially to abridge the privi- 
leges of the soldiers iionnecct^d wiih our society : but 
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instead of doing so, his influence hoe invariably been 
cxened to facilitate their attendance on our evening 
mcana of grace which occur almost every day. A 
moet ^tifying exhibition of this spirit was afforded 
hy him only a few years since, during a gracious out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit under the ministry of the 
Rev. R. Knight, then tiie Buperiatendent of the Uali' 
fax circuit. In the lilcssinga of that time of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord, none participated so 
torgeiy as the military : and Dr. Twining, with a ge- 
nerous liberality not always manifested by ministers of 
the saine denomination towards each other, encourag- 
ed their unfailing attendance on the means which were 
evidently so abundantly blessed to their souls. I mere* 
ly add, what will not surprise the reader, that I have 
often heord intelligent soldiers remark of the Doctor's 
presiching, thai it is characterised by an affectionate 
and earnest fidelity that will leave those without ex- 
cuse to whom it proves " the savour of death unta 
death." May the Lord signally own and bless his la- 
bours amotig a class of our fellow men so much ex- 
poaed to temptation ! May hundreds of them rise up 
on tho resurrection mom as spoils won by his inatru- 
mentality from the empire of darkness ! 

On Tuesday, "Sd of October, Mr. Black wriies ;— 
This day was appointed as a day of public faating, 
humiliation and proyer. Much cause Indeed have we 
to humble ourselves before God. The societies in 
^neral [hroughout the country aro far from being bo 
lively as heretofore ; nor has the town escaped the de* 
tension. Alas t wo have lost much of our first love. 
The judgments of the Almighty ore banging over our 
heads — wo are every hour looking for an invasion by 
(he French fleet. Th« militia are called in from the 



country to defend U9 ; but if God be against ub, vaio is 
the help of man. A raging fever i:) epreoding through 
Fhiladelpbia : ab^ady has it swept away thousands : 
one hundred and fifty are said to full viciima to it in s 
day. Our Governors have adopted every precaution 
to present if possible the contagion fr«n being brought 
into these provinces ; but God alone can say to it — 
' Hitherto shalt thou go, but no farther.' " 

Although repeatedly disappointed by providential 
impedimenta in his anticipations of seeing Pr. Coke 
in Nova Scotia, Mr. Black could not bring his mind 
to resign all hope of the gratification, faononr, and 
benefit of that longed-for event. Nor did he cease to 
importune the Dr. to redeem the pledge he had given 
to that effect. His hopes were revived on this aubjecE 
by the following letter, in which the Dr. alludes to the 
persecuting law enacted by the Assembly of St. Vin- 
cent in language that will thrill through every lojal 
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" LoifDON, Nov. 7, 
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1 very much obliged to you and my ol 
brethren for your kind letter. I will visit you as soon 
as I can : but it cannot tie before the next Conference, 
as I promised last Conference to take q tour throngh 
Ireland next spring and summer. I have strong invt- 
tations to Africa, i cannot say whether I must not 
accept of them before I see you. 1 long to see you. I 
will never, God willing ; no, I will never visit your 
quarter of the Globe again without seeing you. But 
it was well that i directly returned flmm Jamaica to 
England ; otherwise Wra. Hammett would have done 
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) Bad ihe work in the Went Indies perhaps 

raWe iniBchief. But he baa not prevailed. 

"Oar best of Kings, wiih the advice of bia cauDcil, 
toe disallowed the persecutiog law of Si. Vincent's. 
It ia no more — Glory bo to God ! Pray daily in pub- 
lic and private for our excellent King. The act was 
diaollotved in couaeqaence of a petition from our 
General Conference. 1 am going to Holland on be- 
half of St. Eustatlua. If brother Harper arrive in 
Nova Scotia for the sake of his health, he is to stay 
Uicre six months ; and I'll beg of you to supply his 
place in tlio West Indiea for thai lime. I hope you 
have taken out your brother :' you know I have pro- 
mised if there be deliciencicfl on his account to supply 
them. God bless you. My love to aiater Black, iho 
hrotberB Mann, Lunsford, Boyd, &c. Stc. 
"Your most faithful, 

" T. CoiE." 
I muai leave the matter of the West Indies 
ir judgment. If you think it can be done con- 
eisiemly with the good of the work in Nova Scotia, 
p> for six months, if brother Harper arrives in N. S. 
But if you think it not compatible with the good of 
the work in N. S. stay where you are, eveti if be da 
eomo." 

lUinuaied by a train of unexpected providential 
eireunuiances, in that official relation to the cause in 
NoTB Scotia, tuu which he had so long and efficiently 
•UBtoined, Mr, Black gave himself afresh to the great 
«ttiect of aonMriidating and extending the societies and 
congregations which be bad been mainly inslrumental 

■ Jdm Block, Ztr[. nboM chvacier ii briefly porirByed on die 
and page at iliii *ork . 
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in originating. In addition to bia unwearialile laboum 
throughout the province at large during the year 1 784^ 
he again visited Prince Edward Island. At Tryon 
River there had been an estensive revival under the 
ministry of Mr. Grandioe tivo years previously. *' It 
still increased," say a Mr. B. " under the blessing of 
God, vrith the little means they had amoug themsetvei, 
until nearly all the ProtQsCanCs in the village, and 
some even of the Roman Catholics were awakened. 
Every thing went on well and gave promise of an 
universal work, at least amongst the Protestants of the 
place. But the artful serpent began to play bis olil 
game. He who whispered into Eve's ears — ' Ye ghall 
not surely die,* began to preach to tbemuucoaditional 
decrees and absolute final perseverance. The cooM- 
quences have been most injurious to their souls." A 
few days after he commenced his labours among them 
indications of good became apparent. On the first 
Sunday, about twenty made application for admittance 
into the society. At Charlotte town, he found a class 
consisting of six or seven who had been united together, 
and were regularly met at the house of Mr. Benjamin 
Chappel, by Joshua Newton, Esquire, who at that 
time had the office of Collector on the Island. Thus 
eariy in the history of Methodism in those provinces, 
do we find ibis estimable man associated with iti 
evincing his high appreciation of that branch of its 
spiritual economy, which Mr. Wesley so justly terms 
one of its tmewt, and taking a decided and prominent 
part in the difiiision of scriptural holiness. In Char- 
lottetown there is now a flourishing Wesley an Society, 
a numeroua and highly respectable congref^tiOD, a 
commodious and beautiful parsonage, and one of the- i 
largest chapels in the Nova Scolia districl. 
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gratifying to the best feelings of Mr. Nemon's heart 
it be 10 look back upon tiie day when he formed 
tlie nucleus of it society second iu mognituiie and im- 
portance only to thai of Halifax ; while in the liberality 
ofits coutributions for the support of its ownminbtry, 
and ^ exienaion of the general Missionary cause, it 
nobly emulates the esampie of the metropolis of Nova 
Scoiia Itself. On the cause of Methodism, to wbii-lt 
' the opproachea of eternity hnvc only served to increase 
«nd rivet Mr. Newton's early and uniform attachment, 
* his manner of life, faith, purpose, charity,* still shed 
an Bdoroiug lustre. The celestial gem of piety which 
ia sometimes, alas, obscured by the indecorous deport- 
ment of its possessors, is seen in hira beautifully en- 
thaseil hy intellectual cultivation and true politenet:$. 
Whoever has marked bis procedure in tho public rela- 
tions of life, enjoyed the intimacies of his personal 
friendship, or witnessed the consumtnate order of hia 
household, must have l)cen forcibly reminded of St. 
Paul's e:ipre3sioa — " Love behaveth not itself unseem- 
ly." Of the living we ought not perhaps to say more ; 
and we are fr^c to acknowledge that wo should hnva 
stifled the genuine senlimcnta of our mind, hod respect 
for the cynic reiiutrks of tho fastidious, or an appre- 
hension of the charge of adulation, caused us to eay 
Um. Distani yet (if such be tho will of Heaven) t>« 
ilie day when the hand of the biographer will dispby 
his character in all the symmetry of its proportions, or 
the heart of ftiendship cotnpose his epitaph. 

To rcium : Mr. Black's reception at Chartotteiown 
tiy high and low, was truly gratifying. " 1 waiioti," 
fac says, "on the Governor, Colonel Fanning, who 
rpceiveit me kindly, expressed himself in leniis of 
couuuendation respecting Mr. Wesley and bis poopk, 
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Slid gave me the use of the church. The Governor's 
secretary, tmd the Attorney General attended prdach- 
ing in the evening. Sunday, 12ih of October, I again 
preached twice in the church to a large congregation. 
At 11 o'clock I had the pleasure of taeoxing the Rev. 
Mr. Desbrisay, the cbrgymanof the town. He de- 
livered a plain, honest discourse, but did not appear 
to nie to have a. ctear conception of the nature of re 
generation. On the IStb, I hod a friendly visit from 
Irlr. Deebrisay. It ia my deaire to cultivate a Christian 
friendship and all proper union with the ministera of 
the Church of England. 1 waited on his ExceiLency 
to present my acknowledgements for the use of the 
church. I spent nearly on hour with him very agree- 
ably ; we conversed freely on the advantages of re- 
ligion to individuals, and society in general- He ex- 
presaed much friendship, and offers to assist us if we 
will erect a chapel in Charlotte town." Such n Go- 
vernor woa admirably fitted to exercise vice-regal 
authority in a new colony composed of people of 
various creeds and couutries ; and the prudent tnani- 
fesiation of the same spirit by the Represeatatives of 
Majesty under any circmnstances, by giving a. charac- 
ter of paternity to the power and pomp of office, would 
make the standard of the constitution the rallying 
point to all classes of society. The Rev. Mr. Desbri- 
wiy, whom Mr. Black mentions in the preceding es- 
tract, was a truly good andamiable man, distinguished 
for his frankness and urbanity. From a short but 
inierestlng acquaintance with him we should think 
that the canons of criticism were as familiar to him aa 
those of his church, but his manner in the pulpit and 
out of it, seemed to indicate that bethought both rather 
rigid. As to the former, the amhority of Quimilinu 
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anil of Blair combined, could not deter birn from using 
any species of nimile or diction in the desk that be 
deemed beat adapted to rouse the conBctences or in- 
struct ibe minds of his audience. In a good old age 
he was gathered to hia fathers in peace, and succeeded 
hy his flon-in-law, the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, the present 
rector of Charloitetown. He has a eon, a respectable 
and devoted Wesleyan Miseionary, the Rev. Albert 
Desbrisay, nhose labours have been greatly blessed ia 
varioUB parts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

The increase of the society, as exhibited by the re- 'i 
turns made at the Conference of 1 794, which was held ' 
« Windsor, was very animating. The number of 
accredited members now amounted to eleven hundred, 
Mr. Black's hopes of a visit from Dr. Coke were doom- 
ed to be again cut off. Under date of Feb. I>th, 1794, 
says the Dr.—-" 1 con by no means be absent fVom the 
next British Conference. There is a general dissatis' 
faction running through the whole connection : both 
preachers and i«ople complain ' we have no govern- 
ment.' There is also a general cry among the people 
for the sacraments among ourselves, and ibey must be 
itidiilge«l." He adds the cheering intelligence 
have bad a great revival in and about Halifax, Dewis^ i 
buryi Bradford and Bristol, in Yorkshire ■ ten or i 
twelve jU8li5ed of a day. Crieg atld lean till tW9 J 
in the morning, as in America-" 
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^IR. BLACK PROPOSES TO REMOVE TO ENGLAND — MI- 
NISTERS AND POLITICS — DR. BUNTlNO'S PLEASING 
TESTIMONY TO MR. BLACE^S 1>EEP PlETT — DETAIL- 
ED ACCOUNT OF TitE METHODIST SOCIETIES IN 
NOVA SCOTIA AND NEW BRUNSWICK — THE POWElt 
OF DIVINE GRACE CONSPICUOUSLY EXEMPLIFIED IN 
COLONEL BATARD — EXTENSIVE REVIVALS IN NOVA 
SCOTIA AND AT ST. JOHN, N. B. — SIGNAL FAfLtXRE 
OF ATTEMPTS TO PROPAGATE SANDIMANIAN DOC- 
TRINES IN HALIFAX — DESIGNATION OF MESSRS. 
BLACK AND BENNETT AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
BRITISH CONFERENCE TO THE AMERICAN CONFE- 
RENCE ON THE POSITION OF METHODISM IN THE 
CANADASi 

With the year 1794 closes Mr. Black's Journal. It 
has been my endeavour to cull from it whatever ma- 
terials appeared to me most appropriate to the design 
bf biography. With those I have connected some col* 
lateral topics, naturally suggested by the narrative, 
and such illustrations of character as my personal 
knowledge of the individuals to whom reference is 
made, has enabled me to supply. In the sequel of 
the work the same unbroken continuity of events is 
not to be expected. Our materials, however, are not 
exhausted. Much of interest yet remains ; but the 
extension of the volume beyond its contemplated limits 
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Bilfnoniahcs us to be studious of selection and brevity. 
Any cbaBnis which may occur will excite ihe less as- 
tonishment, when it is remcinberod that Mr. Black':) 
labours, aa well as the cause which had so abunJantly 
prospered under his auspices, had now acquired a. 
cboracier of uniformity, and were therefore only oc- 
caeionally marked witli incident of a very striking 

Strong and ever-increasing as were bis ties and at- 
Mcbmenis to Nova Scotia, hia ' own, his native land,' 
Btill posgesaed a charm and an attraction that operated 
powerfully upon his mind : and it was not until the 
voice of Divine Providence unequivocally interdicted 
■uch a course, that be abandoned the cherished expec- 
tation and hope of spending the evening of hie lifb in 
England. The grand objection to the accomplieb- 
ment of his wishes in this particular arose from the 
puemal relation ho sustained to the work of God in 
NovK Scotia, and from the consequences to be appre- 
hended IVom the disruption of his union wtlh it. That 
objection be endeavoured at one period to obviate, by 
proposing that the societies in Nova Scotia and the 
sister provinces should be transferred to the American 
CoDoexioD. Their proximity to the United Siaiea, 
he was then of opinion, would greatly contribute to 
iba extension and stability of the work, by seeuriog a 
more regular sufiply of ministerial agency and the vt- 
fioient superintendence of the bishops. Political ob- 
■rtacles, however, presented themaelvea to the salutary 
working of such a plan. These Mr. Black foresaw, 
but be flattered himself that they would not prove in- . 
superable. — "It is now a subject of consideration 
amongst u»," he writes Bishop Asbury, ■' whether vtt 
put ourselves under the 'direction of ihi< 
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American bishops. I have mentioned it to some of 
tile preochere. It is objected that such an union 
would excite the jealousies of our Civil Goveroore : 
but in my opinion, if the preachers who might come 
from the United States should be prudent men, and lat 
politics alone, there would be nothing to fear from 
that quarter. What have the miniateca of Christ to 
d« with the adminialratioa of civil government ? 
Christ's kingdom is not of this world. We are neither 
magistrates nor legislators." Were all ministere in- 
fluanced by the same elevated views of the spirituality 
of iheif office, and endued with the same degree of 
prudence that Mr. Black possessed, the arrangemeu 
which in the charity and sincerity of his heart he re- 
commended, might possibly have been adopted with- 
ont any disastrous consequences. Such were the vieiva 
entertained, and such the course pursued by Christiaoii 
and Christian ministers in relation to human govern- 
ments in the days of the Church's glory. And tbm it 
was that they operated with the most beneficent in- 
fluence on the very elements of the social system, and 
changed the frame and the face of the evangelized 
nations. "The governments which have most in- 
liuonoe in the world, glory in the name of Chrittian ; 
and profess to derive their fundamental principles, 
both of lavi and equity from the Book of God. Had 
the genuine followers of Christ taken part in the dif- 
ferent political discussions, by which the natioiw 
where they sojourned have been embroiled and agi- 
tated, these glorious ends, humanly speaking, bttd 
never been accomplished. The Christian Church 
would have been a wretched grovelling thing, cooped 
up in comers, without shedding a ray of beneficence 
on the earth ; as equally unproductive of glory to God 
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Is tJu Higkett, as ot peace and good teill among men. 
Wb are authorized to speak ibus, from the fall of those 
ehvrehtt or inditidualt nbich, io different parts, ideo- 
tified themselvoB with the ditaffecled, cotiiplained of 
state corrupliona, discussed politics and not religion, 
And were eoon sbom of their Blreagtb, and becami; 
like oMer men."* Apnrt from iho merits of the pian 
meditated by Mr. Black for the ecclesiastical govcm- 
meQt of the societies in Nova Scotia, Su:., Am dissoci- 
BtioD from them was deprecated by all who had at 
Ifeut their best' interests. In a letter dated Wnkefitld, 
JUoy 5, 1801, Doctor Coke thus remonstrates with him 
on Ute subject : — " What will you do in a circuit in 
England ? They don't want you. Give up your great 
■phere of action, in which God has by a series of mi- 
racles placed you, if you dare ; mind you will repent of 
it but once, if you retain the life of God." An oppor- 
unity, bowerer, was aSbrded him, of visiting Eng- 
land : and there is reason to believe that the hallowed 
impresaion which bis piety produced on the hearts of 
many who were there intimately conversant with him, 
will be had in everlasting remembrance. Should Or. 
Bunting cast bis eye over this page, he will not, we 
are persuaded, be displeased at seeing hie name a»80- 
ciated.with that of one whom he so much loved and 
venerated, nor feel bclined to blame us for giving pub- 
licity to 'his heart's Just estimation' of ibe holy and 
nmiabla subject of this Memoir. In a letter dated, 
Macclosfied Circuit, Feb. 33, 1803, ibe Dr. thus ad- 
dresses him ; — 

"M* DEAk Mr. Buck, 
" I know not whether you will, nt first sight, ri-cog' 
■ Dt. A. Clukc'< ' DiKounc on tbt right« of G»d lod Ckan.' 
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nizc the name of Jabez Bunting ; but baviog an op> 
portunity of transmitiing a packet by ship to Nova 
Scotia, I cannot help writing a few lines to you, and a 
few more to my old friend Mr. Bennett, witli the de- 
livery of which I muat beg leave to trouble yoo. I 
often recollect with pleasure the agreeable and profi- 
table moments we spent together at Oldham and Man- 
chester, during your last visit to England, and am 
thankful to God that ever I knew you on earth, be- 
cause I am persuaded that through his abundant mercy 
in Christ Jesus, I abail hereafter know you in heaven, 
and there be permitted to resume and perfect that 
intercourse and acquaintance, which here were ea 
iranaieni, and so speedily suspended by scparation- 
In the General Assembly, and Church of the Firet- 
bom, I hope to meet tny honoured friend again, and 
to mingle with his, and with Ihoae of ten thousand 
times ten thousand others, my everlasting Hosaimaa 
to the Lamb that waa slain. Even so. Lord Jeaus ! 
" [ was pleased and thankful sometime ago in a 
Love-feast at Saddleworth, to hear the testimony of 
one, who was awakened imder a sermon you preached 
at Dclph, from, ' Behold I stand at the door,' &c., on 
the Sunday you spent there with me in April, 1800. 
I mention this to shew you, that you have some seals 
of your ministry in these parts of the world, and that 
your labours of love among us were not in vain in the 






An extract from another letter which he received 

-ne distinguished mioister of Christ, a few 

months after, will not be unacceptable to the reader : — 

I thank you most warmly for the intelligence you 
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have comrounicaied concerning the appoinimenta of 
your last ConfereDce, aud other Novo Scoiiiui affairs. 
As o Cbriaii&a unil a Methodist, however uodescrving 
of tboau honourable appellalioos, 1 fool myself cor- 
dially intorcsCed in every thing which concerne Chris- 
ilaniiy and Methodism la any part of the world. 1 
trust that the infaot churcties, which our Lord han 
tnade you the chief instrument of planting in the cor- 
tior uf ihu vineyard where you now rcHide, will more 
aUiiidantly flourish and increase ; and, watered by his 
heavenly blessing and influence, will produce, iu glo- 
rious plenty, all the fruits of righteousness. 

■' Vour account of Mr. Boiuiett is very pleasing to 
me. I greatly love him in the truth ) and most ardeiilly 
wish for his increasing comfort and usefulness. He 
has never yet written to ine, Pruy offet my most bro- 
therly and adectiooate respects to hiiu, and to Mr. 
Marsden, when you write to or see ibem." 

Ill the nutumn of 1904, Mr. Black iraosmitCMl la the 
Missionary Cuiumiltee iu London a more detaJled ac- 
count of the slate lUid proE^pects of the societies undtir 
his Buperiniendenco than be bad previously iWntibed, 
which, in addition to some interesting information re- 
specting the statistics of the province at thai period, 
ouriea forward bis personal history, and will convey 
tt Uea of the core and oxortion demanded by the re- 
i of bis o(Gc« : — 



"Okae tno K»»CTBD Bbei 
" b is proper ynu should receive all tlie information 
letn give you, Imiii as to our lomporal and apiriiual 
M> It would be a singular pleasure to mv, could I 
innt )ou with a statement of our allairs, more 
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adapted to administer comfort to you, and to everf 
lover of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of the souls he had 
redeemed by his most precious blood. 

'' I believe no census of the people has been taken 
in this, or the neighbouring province of New Bruns" 
wick. The number of inhabitants in Nova Scotia, I 
think, cannot be estimated at less than sixty thousand, 
of whom one fourth are of the Romish communion^ 
and violently attached to the religion of their forefa- 
thers. Some of this profession have occasionally come 
tinder our ministry : and perhaps half a dozen have 
been converted, and added to the Methodist society. 

" New Brunswick does not contain more than half 
the number of inhabitants there are in Nova Scotia : 
perhaps not more than twenty, or at the farthest 
twenty-five thousand. The local situation of these 
provinces is much against us. There are few towns. 
The inhabitants are thinly scattered 5 and the tvro 
provinces are separated from each other by the Bay 
of Fundy. In many places the roads are extremely 
bad, and the country intersected by bays and rivers, 
or divided by impregnable forests. The inhabitants 
are chiefly settled along the shores of the Atlantic, the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the Bay of Fundy ; or, in 
the interior, along the sides of rivers and lakes. The 
preachers are obliged to be alone in their different 
circuits, and far separated from each other. However 
young a preacher may be, the sole management is 
necessarily in his own hands, at least for the time 
being. 

" At Halifax we have a good society of about one 
hundred and fifty members, most of whom profess an 
experimental knowledge of the power and comforts of 
religion. Last winter twelve persons were brought 



1U0 Cbriatinn iibertf. 'The coDgregations are serious 
«ad ottentivQ to the word. On the Sabbath tbe chupe) 
is pretty well SUed, aad ollen crowded. It is sup- 
posed to contain nine hundred persoDS. Halifus is a 
very unsettled pbice. When there is a large military 
and naval force on tbe station, sa was the case in the 
two former wars, ond tbe public works call for many 
artificers, money bccomca ploMiJul, trade brialt, and 
nuny flock in from other parts to partake of the bene- 
fit. But when the ships and troops are removed, mo- 
ney IB eCarce, trade dull, and labour not to be liad. 
These mutations have considerably affected tbe society 
here, and have sometimes been exceedingly felt. By 
emigrations from Halifax, since my first coming lo thi» 
town, we have lost about three hundred of our mem- 
bers, many of whom were valuable men, possesneil 
not only of much solid, and well-lried faith and piety, 
but of various and useful talents. The Methodists 
&ra much esteemed by those in authority, for their 
ijuiet and orderly lives, good morals and strict loyally.* 
" At Liverpool, a small town on tbe sea coast, about 
twenty leagues to the westward of Halifax, we have 
K nest little chapel, which will contain about five ur 
MX. hundred persons. At Liverpool and the adjacent 
aettlementa, there are, perhaps, two ibousanilttouhi, 
among whom there have been considerable revivals at 
various times, as well in the Independent or Congre- 
gational church, as in uur own. We have in uur 

* In prooT o( Ihit, Mr. 0. t|>[ieala to wicnti iaianCM of kiiul- 
ncM, ihewn to llw Method Ini. by ihoie in ■ulliorxji p»iticuUr\j 
by iln bte Gaitinot Put, and Ibe praini Uoxtnnr, Sir Jahu 
WMiwoitb; ind alio lo ibe good opinion whicli Uli Rajrnl 
lligbim. Trince Eilunrd. was kmiwp U euitruin of tbtBi niini 
be coDurundnl va ibat tiaiioii. 
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SiKietf here about one hundred and twenty comtnunj- 
caDtB ; and three principal magistrates are amongst 
the Dumber, all of them pious and worthy men. 

" Ac Shefburoe, a town about ten leagues to the west 
of Liverpool, we are building a chapel. There are in 
society aliout a hundred members. The population 
of this place has exceedingly decreased ; so thai it 
does not contain one tenth of the inhabitants who set- 
tled in it at the conclusion of the American war. Not 
less than two hundred of two hundred and fifty of our 
members have removed thence to other parts of the 
world. Are they, then, lost, and have we spent our 
labour in vain ? Nay, God forbid. We hope to 
meet many of them again in heaven, to celebrate the 
praises of redeeming love for ever and ever, Amen ! 

"At Annapolis Royal, a small town on the south 
fiide of the river which bears its name, about one hun- 
dred and thirty miles distant from Halifax, we have a 
neat little chapel, supposed Co contain about four 
hundred persons ; and at Granville, on the opposite 
side of the river, some miles above, we have another. 
At different ticnes the Lord has graciously poured out 
his Spirit on these congregations. There are upwards 
of a hundred members in society, nearly all of whom 
profess an esperiraental knowledge of Christ Jesus 
their Lord. Their number would probably have 
doubled, had it been in our power to have supplied 
them with regular preaching, and thereby to have 
prevented our people being drawn away by Antino- 
mian teachers. It will not perhaps be unpleasing Co 
you if I hero mention a remarkable instance of the 
mighty power and grace of the Redeemer, Colonel 
Bayard, who, during the last war, commanded one of 
His Majesty's regiments, then lying at Halifax, and is 



I now resideot on his country seat about thirty miles 
'l above Annapulis, baa lately experienced u gracious 
I change; and though formerly so averi^e to the Metho- 
dists that be would not suffer one ot' his family to hear 
ihem preafh, has now opened hia oivu house for 
preaching. Having heard, when ou my way to An- 
iiapolia last winter, that the Colonel Imd some religious 
\ r.oDcern on his mind, I determined to visit him, not 
I ibun knowing, what I afterwarils learned, that he had 
I nent a note to me on the road, requesting that I would 
I vail at his house. Ho received lue with the utmost 
kinUnoBS, and rejoiced to have a Methodist preacher 
under his root'. With many tears he luinented bis 
former infidelity and aversion to the people of God ; 
and e.ipressed, again and again, hia thanbl'hloetB tu 
the divine goodneas, that his eyes were opened me it 
was loo late. Uis servant was soon seat to invite 

Captain R , Lawyer A , and some others to 

dinner and tea ; and all the neighbourhood for some 
miles round, to hear preoching In the evening. Wc 
bud a sotenin and profitable season, while I (liicouriKd 
on the nature of Christian faith, and the preciousnesH 
nf Jesus to those who believe in him, fVom I Pet. n : 7. 
Several Christian friends stopped after thn public tet- 
vitx ; and the evening was agreeably spent in singing, 
prayer, and Christian conversation. Tha means »f 
iho Colonel's being awakened to a sense of bis r«al 
condition, was the reading Mr. Wesley's Semiun>, 
pal into his band«, if I remember right, by Lawyer 

A . On my reium from Annnpolisl hod thoptea- 

cure of spending another night ai the Colonel'*, and 
of giving ihcni another sennon. Mrs. B. also evincri) 
I Uue penitence ; and will, i trust, soon be numbered 
ba|l|Mw childrcu of Uod, and enabled tu rrjuiie ii 
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Christ Jesus. The Colonel is much attached to the 
writings of Wesley and Fletcher. He has given me 
an order to procure him Mr. Wesley's Sermons, and 
Mr. Fletcher's Works, together with Dr. Coke's 
Commentary. I have not seen the good man since 
my return from the United States ; but I understand 
he is still pressing on in the good way, and continues 
at once to rejoice in Christ Jesus, and to weep over 
his past sinful life. He is not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ, nor of his ministers, nor yet of his people. 
Blessed be God, there are at least some among the 
rich and honourable, that share the reproaches of the 
cross, ' and count all things but dung, that they may 
win Christ, and be found in him, not having their own 
righteousness, but that which is by the faith of Jesus 
Christ.' 

"In the Windsor Circuit we have a few pious 
friends. The number in society does not, I believe, 
exceed sixty. At Newport, which is included in the 
circuit, we had formerly about eighty members, most 
of whom were the fruits of Mr. John Mann's ministry ; 
but at present we can hardly say that we have any so- 
ciety there. Most of them have returned to the world 
again, or gone over to the Antinomians. I doubt if 
ten remain who meet in class. Horton is the principal 
place in the circuit, where we have a convenient cha- 
pel, which is generally well attended. For several 
years, the Rev. Mr. Twining, a Missionary of the 
Established Church, resident at Comwallis, has once 
in three weeks preached in our chapel at Horton, and 
frequently administered the Lord's Supper to our 
people. About five or six years ago, he was first 
brought to experience the converting grace of God ; 
from which time he has not shunned to declare th^ 
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liuccsBily of regeueratioD, and warmly to presa on iho 
consciences of his licarers, this and the other disiin- 
guishing doctrines of the Gospel. He has been fre- 
quently present at the meeting of the cla^s, and spoken 
with great humility and thankfulness of the grace of 
Christ Jesus ; and has sometinieB met tho society him- 
self. His attachment to the Melbodiats, and hii plain 
manner of preaching the doctrines of tho Gospel, hnve 
brought upon him much reproach^ and considerable 
trials from some, from whom he ought lo ha*e re- 
ceived much encouragement. Benjamin Belcher, Emj. 
one of his vestry, who had been his principal o|i- 
ponent, and had preferred many charges against falni 
la the Bishop, on bis death-bed sent for Mr. Twining 
to pray with htm, and in bis wilt lefl about £300 to- 
wards ihu Imilding him a church. 

" On tho Cumberland Circuit, at the head of the 
Buy of Fundy, we have three chapels, and about nine- 
ty iimuibers in society. Of tho state of this people, I 
never tfaiulc but with grief and pain. Here it was, 
about tw«nty-fuur years ago, 1 commenced my minis- 
terial labours, and saw u gracious work of Qod ex- 
tending itself through the infant settlements, fVom Na- 
puu to the bead of the river Podriudive. There were 
about two hundred persons who met together iu chun, 
most of whom professed to be, and many of whom ( 
doubt not were, the humble followers of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. But, oloa ! the enemy of God and man 
cnme and sowed tares — tho tores of Aniinomiun doc- 
trines amongst us. Ho divided that ho might (ho 
more successfully destroy. Tho spirit of holy love, 
■nd godly fear, has beeu gradually deelinitig almost 
ever since. 

;■ Itanuhcg, (now called Wallace) however, where 
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the do nothing scheme, or Antinomian delusion, hM 
never yet been able to force its way, is a pleasing ex- 
ception. There the most abandoned has, for a num- 
ber of years, become the most orderly and pious part 
of the country. Civil and religious discords have ren- 
dered almost vain all the labour bestowed on the other 
parts of the circuit. 

" On the River St. John, in the Province of New 
Brunswick, there are three or four chapels, and about 
two hundred members. 

'' At the City St. John, our chapel will probably con- 
tain four hundred persons^ and is generally well at- 
tended. There are about eighty in society. Our 
members here, also, have been much reduced by emi- 
gration, occasioned chiefly by the late and present 
war having so seriously affected their trade. Had 
we been able to supply the settlements on the River 
St. John with suitable preachers for the last twelve 
years, almost the entire country, for two hundred 
miles together, would have embraced the Methodist 
doctrines. That time is now lost ; they are deeply 
initiated into the mysteries of Antinomianism, which 
in some instances has produced extravagancies 
hardly to be surpassed in the whole history of en- 
thusiasm. 

" At St. Stephen's j on the River SchoodiCj a branch 
of the St. Croix, which divides the United States from 
the British territory, and St. David's, another branch 
of the same river, we have two chapels and a number 
of worthy, pious friends. The society consists of 
about seventy members, chiefly the fruits of Mr. Mc* 
Coil's ministry. 

" Such are the general outlines of the work in this 
country. Any hints from you will be received by us 



with joy, and ntteiuicelf regarded. Wc are in Jaily 
expeciatioD of two or more preachers from Engluni). 
The prospect of doing good ie not bo extensive in this 
couDtty BB in the West Indies, and in eume other 
places ; and missionaries here have doubileos mnny 
diflicultieB to encounter ; but there are many precious 
souls for whom Christ died, ivho are ' jwrighing for 
lack of knowledge' ; many who are calling uiion ue 
from various quartern, ' Como over and help us.' 
May the Lord of the harvest rnise np and send forth 
more labourers into his vineyard ! 

" Manchf^stcr, a large settlement on the west side 
of the Gnt of Causo, and several adjacent seltle- 
ments, would, I believe, be open to receive a preacher, 
could we eend ihein one, I propose visiting iheni 
next summer, if possihle, if I can do so without neg- 
lecting other places already under our care. We have 
long lieeii solicited to send a preacher to Prince £d' 
ward Island. The Governor of that Island, when I 
visited Cbarlotlelown, some years ago, expressed a 
•trong wish that wo chuuld establish a mission there. 

" 1 feel my heart engaged in the arduous and bo- 
uourable work to which the Lord in Ills oondoicond- 
ing goodness hath called me, and in the exercioa of 
wbieh-Jlc has so often blest my own soul, and given 
RM to see his blessing on my poor labours whcrevxr 
his good providence has pcrraiited nte to preach. I 
lament my snail-like progress in the heavenly road. 
Mill desire with more hasty steps to seek the goal. 1 
want to be more sensible of my Hedeemer'a luve to 
me, and of n greater conformity of my suul to him in 
all things. He is my hojic, my portion, my )"y- My 
ilear cumpanion, vbo has lately bv«u uoconunonljF 




Por the Alniigbiy Spirit to Jeaceiid o: 
apprehend hini, qs the great Apostle expreggea it, 
amidst the thoughtless crowd, by a poieDcy that (roiu- 
formt when it louche* him, and to condLicc him for- 
ward to another life, under an influence which puri- 
fies him as he advances, in spile of all the powers of 
corruption, has been Justly reprcseotod as iavolving a, 
more extraordiuary train, could the divine manage- 
ment be fully disclosed, than the mere political history 
of on empire. A signal exemplificatioti of this pro- 
found remark, such we believe db has few parallels in 
the entire range of religious biography, was afforded 
ill the conversion of Colonel Bayard, in connection 
with the pre-eminent sanctity of his subsequent life 
to the hour of his triumphant departure. So sudden 
was the change, that within a few days of the lime he 
became an illustrious monument of the traiisformiag 
energy of the Gospel, such an event seemed quite as 
improbable as would have appeared the convereiou of 
Paul, on the morning of the day when he set forth to 
go to Damascus with a commission from the high- 
priest, feasting on the prospect of making havoc of the 
churuh ; and yet so complete was it, that without any 
exaggeration, he became a new creature ; old tkingi 
paised away ; behold all tkinga became neu. Aa if 
entirely sanctified from the moment of his birth from 
above, he exhibited at once, and continually, the linea- 
ments of the divine image, in all the perfection of 
their beauty, and all the fruits of the Spirit in the mel- 
lowness of full maturity. The conversion of an officer 
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«a diiliDguished by rack, by bravery, by profaneaeBtt, 
bydisBipalion, ids word by an utter nnd arrogant reck- 
lossnesa of all religious concerns, could not but cKcite 
a profound aensation ihroughout the wide and respec- 
table circle of his acquaintance. Far and near it was 
matter of aaioniahraeDl, and tho topic of rctniLrk. To 
some it waa quite obvious tbat he was beside himaelf ; 
olliers, more cool and philoaophic, predicted tbat llie 
fever of religious cntbueiosm would soon pass away, 
and his former fashionable vices resume their wonted 
ascendancy. Where are now their theories and their 
predictinns f Where ibe cloak for their sceplicium f 
Was not a period of nearly thirty years a probation 
sufficient to test and demonstrnlc that the exeetlency 
of the power — in virtue of which he became, from 
an imperious and licentious adversary of the Gospel, 
a meek and lowly follower of the Larab — was of God, 
and not of man ^ His fortune was the only limit of 
hie charity and boepitnlity ; be was clothed with hu- 
mility ; the unclion (hat descended upion him from the 
Holy Que, "went down loihe skirts of bis gannenic," 
and filled the place where ho was with iu celceiial 
odour ; his breath was prayer and praise. I am d«- 
lineating no ideal picture. I speak that I ilo know, 
and iMtify tbat 1 have seen. Oflen has it been my 
» privilege It 



« of God in him. 



) language I c 



p ia adequate to describe, and such d 
^ believe, can adeiiuately conceive who has not 
n a Fletcher, or a Bayard.* When otficintins mi 
Ui* (luniestic altar, he usually read the Word of God 



3^ MEMOIRS OF tni& 

Standing ; and I never saw him do so without bedew^ 
ing it with his tears. Before he had proceeded many 
verses in the lesson, his venerable and majestic form 
Would tremble, as if beneath the superincumbent 
weight of the Spirit of Glory and of God that rested 
upon him ; tears would sufluse his face ; and some 
pious ejaculation, or burst of praise, intermingled with 
the heavenly oracles, would touch a responsive chord 
in every heart possessed of a particle of spiritual sus- 
ceptibility. £temity has now placed its signet upon 
his character. Sweetly he sleeps in Jesus. I here 
record my deep-felt gratitude to God that I ever knew 
him. 



•^ Take him for all in all, 



I ne*er ehall look upon his like again." 

Mr. Black appears to have attended the American 
Conference of 1804, and to have been personally re- 
quested by Dr. Coke, while there, to take a station 
for a time in Bermuda. The matter, it would seem, 
was fixed : and in order to conciliate the minds of the 
society at Halifax, to Mr. Black's temporary removal 
from them, the Dr. addressed to them the following 
letter : — 

"Philadelphia, Mat 28, 1804. 
"Very Dear Brethren, 

" I have earnestly requested my highly esteemed 
friend, the Rev. William Black, to visit Bermuda^ 
and if a door be opened there for the Gospel, to remove 
his family thither, and spend three or four years in the 
Island : and he has at last consented, though his love 
and sympathy for and with you, were very powerful 
hindrances to his compliance. 

^' I shall use my utmost endeavours at the next Eu* 
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ropcim ConfereDces, to procure two MissionarJca for 
Nova Scotia, nod have little doubt but 1 ghBll suc- 
ceed. Aa Hoou as they arrive, Mr. Bkck can station 
them, before he sets off for BermuiJa. I feel very 
much for you, my dear Brethren ; but Mr. Black has 
been your apostle for above twenty years ; and it is 
now bigh time that bo should be an apostle elsewhere. 
I have no doubt but bo will have a society of six hun- 
dred, or perhaps one thousand members in Bermuda, 
in (bur years. Ho may then, if he please, return la 
superintend the work in Nova Scotia and Now Brans- 
wick ; but it will depend upon bis own choice whether 
he return to you, or to England, or remain at Bor- 

" You have rcQsou to be tarry, Brctbrcn, but you 
faava no reason to complain. Vou must not trust in 
un arm of flesh, however useful Christ may bavo 
made it to you. On Christ alone you must depend ; 
am) I have no doubt but he will make the trying cir- 
camaiance a blessing, not only to Bermuda, but e 
to you. Unto the guardian care and holy keeping of 
him, your gracious God, 1 commend you. May be 
puur out bis Spirit more abundantly than ever upon 
you. I request you to believe roe to be, what I moat 
nincerely am, 

" Your truly affectionate Brother, 
<' And faithful Friend, 

"T. Coke." 

The intention of the Committee, however, with 
rMpect to the final removal of Mr. Black and bii 
(kmily to Bermuda, was entirely frustrated by circuin- 
■tanecs over which be bad no cuntroul. He proceed- 
ed to Boston, and uAerwords to New York, to obt&iu 
Do 



3 powago ; and although he at last succeeded m eti' 
gaging one, other persona, who were from Bermuda, 
and iotended lo go by the same vessel, threw such Ini- 
pediments in tho way, aa eventually prevented his pro- 
ceeding on the voyage. It appears thej were aaso- 
cialcd with the persecutors of Mr. Sievenaon, wlw 
had been imprisoned in the Island for preaching ; and 
they positively refused to allow Mr. Black lo proceed 
with them. No other opportunity ofTering, after con- 
Bulting with the Brethren in Nevr York, he returned 
to Halifai, by way of New Brunswick, on the 23d 
of August, 180-1. 

It is in proof of the peculiarly high estimation in 
irhich Mr. Black stood with the Missionary Commit- 
tee and Dr. Coke, that though thus repeatedly disap- 
pointed in their wishes by uncontrollable [circum- 
stances, still they did not abandon the design and 
hope, that it might yet be in hia power, forafewyeara 
at least, to aBbrd the work in the West Indies the 
benetit of hie prudent and faithful labours and cous- 
aels. In a letter from the Rev. Joseph Entniale, tba 
Missionary Secretary, dated Feb. 4, 1806, he was in- 
formed : — " The Comnnittee have long been convinced 
that it would be an improvement in our plan, to have 
a pei^on employed in the West Indies as a Geneml 
Superintendent, under the direction of Dr. Coke and 
the Committee, of our work there. Koa have fre- 
quently been spoken of aa the most proper peison, 
were it agreeable to yoiurself. When this was men- 
tioned to Dr. Coke, he highly approved of it, and wc 
all agreed that it should be laid before you, and the 
question asked, whether you would find your mind 
free to it .' If you answer in the afErmative, the bust' 
ness will be laid before the next Couference. May 
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the Lord direei us in this, and all other □ 

latiag to his Church, and conducive to the increase of 

religion in the world." 

This official communication was followed by a 
friendly letter, more than usually urgent, from Dr. 
Coke, dated, Cork, May 29, 1806. 

" VbBT DEAH. FaiElTD, 

■e very desirous that you would go lo Bermuda, 



"Wc. 



drawing on us for all your espeusea and those of yoi; 
family to go thither -, and allyou may want while there. 
Perhaps you are there tiow, aa I hove written to you be- 
fore on the subject. We know of no one who will do 
ea well for that Island as yourself ; and hundreds of the 
poor people there, who long for tbo Gospel, seem to be 
perishing for lack of knowledge. All persecutioa is re- 
moved. One of the greatest persecutorBiaconverted to 
God. God himself has opened the door, and opened it, 
I verily believe, for you. Go in the name of the Lord. 
If you come homo now, you would be useful : jou 
would be useful any where. But you will, I have no 
lioubt, be abundantly more useful in Bermuda. Alt 
will be cleur gain for God. Whereas there is nothing 
extraordinary that requires your presence in England ; 
but there is in Bermuda. God bless you. My deal- 
est wife joins me in love to you, and sister Black, and 
all the family : My love to all the Preachers. 

" I urn, your fuithful Friend, 
"T. CoKt." 



Mr. Black, i 
II to Bermuda, ii 






reply, expressed his willingiieaB lo go 
case two or three Missionaries should 
be sent to Nova Scotia ; but declined 
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ns3uming the general charge of the West India. Mis- 
eionB, OD [he following grounda ; — " 1. A tropical cli- 
mate frould ill agree with the eeate of my b^alth, be- 
ing already advanced in years, and cousidorably af- 
fected by former labours and fatigues. 3. A still 
greater objection arises from my want of mental and 
moral qualifications for so great and importaat a work. 
Whoever superintends eo many preachers, and such 
large societies, Ecattered over so many islands, bo dis- 
tant from each other, will require Dot a little both of 
wisdom and grace." 

Although Mr. Black consented, conditionally, to go 
to Bermuda, his Brethren, the preachers, when as- 
sembled this year in their District Meeting, at Hot- 
ton, unanimously petitioned the British Conference 
that Mr. Black might still remain with them, and that 
the sphere of his superintendency might be extended 
to Newfoundland, &.c. 

The reader will have remarked, that the circum- 
stantial and interesting account of the work of God in 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, which Mr. Black 
iransmilted to the Missionary Committee, in the au- 
tumn of 1304, is introduced wiih an expression of 
deep regret, that spiritual feeling was, at that period, 
Ht so low an ebb in the Provinces. Not long ader, 
however, the tide of spiritual prosperity turned, and 
flowed back with bo copious a stream, as to inundate 
its banks, and diffusa fertility and joy on every hand. 
The reviving influence was felt from Barrington and 
Liverpool (N. S.) to the City of St. John (N. B.) 
In the latter place, in the summer of 1807, seventy 
persona joined the Society in three weeks, under the 
ministry of Mr. Joshua Marsden. A concern for sal- 
vation pervaded all classes, especially the young, and 
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itie whole city seemed moved. " At Barriagton 



ne year, " and variouB 
Liverpool, the Lord has 
his Spiril. I had many 

Some found peace with 
w members were added 

The zealous labours of 



J Mr. Black 
little harboura from thence i 
been graciously pouring ou 
precious seasons with them, 
God ) and about fourteen j 
to the Bairiogian Society.' 
the Rev. William Bennett, whose name wilt be trans* 
■nitted to posterity as one of the most faithful Mis- 
eionariea that ever laboured in the Provinces, were 
simultaneously attended with blessed succesB on the 
Annapolis Circuit. In a letter to the Committee, 
dated Annapolis Royal, June 33, 1907, be wriies as 
follows :— " Hitherto I have been favoured with 
health and strength of body, sufficient to go on in 
my ministerial labours, and blessed be God, I have 
Dot been comfortless. Many a time has the Lord 
visited my soul, and made it lllic a watered garden. 
Never did I enperience so much of the overwhelmini; 
]>ower of saving grace as a few weeks ago, in a part 
of my circuit, whoro the Lord has begun a good 
work, several having been brought to God, and our 
nid professors much quickened. Willi in twelve 
months past the Lord has poured out hia Spirit abun- 
dunily in many parts of this Province, and that among 
other denominations of Cbrialians, as well as among 
us. In this we rejoice, that the Kingdom of God is 
enlacing. Joshua Newton, Ksq., writes to me from 
Liverpool, — ' I am happy to have so agreeable an oc- 
casion to renew to you ray assuranceii uf regard. The 
Lord has done, and is still doing great thinj^ for Li- 
verpool. His Spirit is poured oui, in a manner I 
did not expect to see, upon old men and maidens, 
young men and children. There appears to bo * 
D na 
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rtbifr^H 

;e of ffl^^ 
stand aslo- 



general ftwakeDing among the inhabitants of tbi# 
nnd its vicinity, very few excepted. Some of tb 
profligate have been brought to a knowledge o 
— (d a change of heart and life, bo fhat we stand a 
tiished to see what the Lord has wrought. Moet of 
nur old professors have awakened as from a dream. 
Our dear brother Suiclifie (the Misaionsry) has had 
his cup running over, scarcely being able to credit hi« 
own eyes or ears : our nioai sanguine especiatioos 
nre exceeded ; and though we have prayed for this 
blessing we stand amazed at the work. What is still 
more singular, there nre no opposera : some of the 
Painites have been convinced and converted, and have 
biiroi their books ; and the few infidels that remua 
among us are ashamed, and keep out of eight A 
Epirit of harmony also prevails among Christians of 
various denominations, and we seem to live alike, 
though we do not <]uiie Ihink alike. This is a day 1 
never expected to see in Liverpool. Oh ! that the 
great Master of Assemblies may give grace and wis- 
dom to all who have tu take an active pan in the 
work, that they may deal prudently, and by soimd 
doctrine and good discipline, preserve the tender 
lambs from the devouring lion and ci-ooked serpent, 
that the work may spread vvido and sink deep. I have 
reason to bless the Lord, that my soul has partook of 
this gracious work ; and I feel truly desirous to know 
more of Jesus and the power of his resurrection — to be 
more wise, holy, and useful. Colonel Perkina anil 
his family have set out in good earnest for the king- 
dom, and our dear sisters, Lucy and Betsy, have found 
that blessing which they have long sought with tears. 
Glory be to God for all hia mercies ? My hearfa de- 
sire and prayer to God is, that this work may spread 
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through the Province, among high and low, ricli und 
poor, as IE hath done ivith us ; and ihat He may go on 
liJl the whole world Iwws to his away ' " Ii is no un- 
common ihing that the eiretching forth of the un- 
shrouilcd arm of Jebovab, should excite the enemies 
of vital godliness lo a more malignant and determined 
oppoution to the inilh. While a great door, and ef- 
fectual, was thus opened, there were siso, if not <tt 
Liverpool, eliiewhere, some adversaries. Mr. Black, 
in s letter to the Missionary Committee, Mny 16, 
1807, observes, — "A very serious attack has been 
mode on the Melhodisia since last uutumn, and still 
continues, by the preaching of two gentlemen from 
Scotland, and by their assiduity in spreading Mr. 
Walker's Address to the Methodists, and Letters ii> 
A. Knox, Esq. Their connections in Scotland, are 
doing the eame thing through some other parts of 
America, as in Canada, &c. Tbey bave not succeed- 
ed, however, in drawing away any of our memberB in 
this country, unless one, who tOCTtI owl from tu, be- 
tauie ht viai not of \u, his heart having ileparicd, noi 
only from us, but from the Lord, for some months be- 
fiire he lelt us !" Such opposition, so far from ope- 
rating (u a source of paralyzing discouragement to the 
faithful minister of the Lord Jesus, ought to ba n^- , 
gsnUd by him as an auspicious omen, an indication ' 
of the genuineness of the work that awakens nnd e 
aspersWs it ; and it is sure in the issue to render mora * 
■ignal the triumph of the everlasting Gofpel. ' 
an: not surprised, therefore, to find Mr. Black, i 
htur of the lOth of October, in the same year, eele- 
brmiing the obsequies of the heresy above alluded to ; 
— " Hr. Walker's friends in this place, thai is, the 
Missionaries I mentioned in n fiirmcr letter, a» having 
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atirocied co&aiderable Dotice, bave fallen into 
rity. Mr. Balfour, indeed, has left the pli 
gone to the United Stales. And t sm miatakea 
(ithei do not eoon seek anclher field for bi:i labours. 
His large RODgregation has dwindled to almost no- 
thing." Mr. Balfour, the leading apoatle of thia ant*- 
evangelical miasion, on his arrival in New York, ad- 
dressed himself to the worthy task of cariea tttring- ibe 
work of God in Nora Scotia, which be had endes- 
voured in vain to deitroy. A letter, written from 
tbenee, to the Editor of the Evangetii-M Magazine, (Is 
not thia a misnomer ?) was the vehicle of his impotent 
inalice. To give a specimen of thia very chariCnble 
and veracious genlloraan'ij testimony, — " I conver- 
sed," says he, " pretty closely, with several of llie 
persons who said tliey were converted. They talked 
much of the Spirit — of the power of God — of conver- 
sion — and of coming out, as they call it. They con- 
cluded themselves converted, if they bail been affect- 
ed, fell down, cried out, &c. They talked with a de- 
gree of unpleasant confidence about themselyes. Tb^ 
seemed displeased if you hinted to them the possibiUty 
of being deceived, Wbat to think or say of it is diffi- 
cult ; nor would I pronounce upon the whole from a 
part." The dilliculty which Mr. Balfour fell in this 
matter, disappeared in a moment before the superior 
■spiritual discriminalionof the Conductors of the Chris- 
tian Observer. They had " no hesitation in pronoim- 
cing those to be in an awful delusion, who conclude 
themselves converted because they bad been affected, 
fell down, and cried out," Most certainly rot — anil 
how astonishing that Mr. Balfour should bave felt 
the slightest embarrassment in a case so palpable I 
But the magnanimous decision of thi 




must have instantly relieved him from all perplexity, 
and nbuuilanily confirmed bia faith. " Conclude thtm- 
lelvei converted beeauie they had been affected, fell 
down, or cried cut / .'" This witness ia 
The letters of the Missidnaries, and that of Joshiic 
Newton, Esq., neither authorize such an ullegat: 
Di>r admit of ii. Their language ia perfectly scriptu- 
ral, and they contain most satisfactory internot evi- 
dence of the tranefonniag and practical effeeti of the 
glorious monifestntlons of divine grace which they 
record. Oa this topic there appeared, at 
some able strictures in the Methodist Magazine, 
strongly denunciative of the course pursued by the pe- 
riodicals above referred to, in eudorsing Mr. Balfour's 
ill-disguised attacks upon all experimental religion. 
The reader will not be displeased to see the just and 
forcible remarks with which they wind up, transfer- 
red to this page. 

" And now wc appeal to our readers, whether there 
be 001 sufRcieni evidence from these letters, inanifevi- 
ly written in simplicity and the fear of God, and wilh- 
nut any view whatever to their being made public, 
that our Missioaaries in Nova Scotia Judge of the 
conversion of sinners by very different marks fVnni 
ihoae specified by Mr. Balfour, even if we should takn 
in his et cetera, which the fertile imnginntiona of the 
CJitistian Obaerverd have taught them to " presume 
must refer to the hearing voice*, leetngvi'iioiti during 
tbair trmeei, or to some anomalous ezlravaganeiet." 
For where are any such things mentioned, ur so much 
ns hinted b( in their letters, as being signs of conver- 
sion ! We know that however pleasing it may tie In 
uur Missionaries to see people affected under th« 
word, and to fmd thcrcliy ihai it is not spoken in vain, 
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but makea some impreaaion on their hearers, they are 
listter iDfilnicted in divine things than to substitute any 
nnimal emotions or paesiona, or any mere opinions, 
Irue or folse, Arminian or Calvinistic, in the place of 
repentance tonards God, faith in our Lord JeauB 
Christ, or the graces and virtues of the Christian life. 
We appeal to our readers also, whether it was a 
Christian conduct for Mr. Balfour and his associate, 
un tlieir first entering the province of Nova Scotia, 
into which it appears they were sent as Christian 
Missionaries, fay a society iu Scotland, to begin Iheir 
Missionary labours by endeavouring to overthrow 
those of others, whose labours God had long ovined, 
and was awning at that c«ry time in a peculiar mari- 
ner, in turning scores, nay hundreds, from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God ? We 
refer to their industriously circulating the false, bitter, 
Had libellous pamphlets, vrritten by nn avowed Sandi- 
nianian against a body of people, whom, we are bold 
to say, God has raised up and used in efTecting such a 
reformation in Great Britain, Ireland, and America, 
as had not been known for many generations, and 
whose missions, began and carried on in simplicity, 
and without ostentation, have been blessed of God, 
and rendered successful, we believe, above those of 
any other description of Christians : — Pamphlets, 
which could have no possible tendency but to sow the 
seeds of discord or division among such as had been 
lately brought to God, alienate their adections from 
their spiritual fathers, stop the further progress of the 
work, and confirm and harden infidels, and open sin- 
[lers, in their unbelief and sin. Blessed be God, how- 
ever, these unchristian proceedings of Mr. B. and his 
helper, have signally failed in producing the wiehflA 
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5>r effect. They ore cm! rfoion and fallen, wliile 
ihose that purely intended the glory of God, and the 
solvation of eouls, are riien and itand upright." 

In 1313, Mr. Block was compelled by his Bceumu- 
laijng infirraities to become a Supernumerary : " but 
from that time to the period of hi^i decease," in the 
words of Mr. Knight, " he continued to render many 
and imponant services to the church ; and in her most 
endearing recollection is his name enshriaed." 

In 1816, he was designated in connection with the 
Rev, Wijijam Bennett, by the Britisb Conference, on 
anembaaay of equal delicacy and importance, to iha 
American General Conference. It related to the pe- 
culiar position of Methodism in Upper and Lower 
Canada. The first societiea raised in these Provinces 
were the fruits of the labours of Ministers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America. The spiri- 
tual relationship thus originated, was, from the mu- 
tual sltochmeni between the preacberii and people, 
ihenue resulting, and the proximity of the two coun- 
tries, perpetuated till within a year or two of the time 
when Messrs. Black and Bennett were directed to 
procot<d to the General Conference, at Baltimore, and 
to suliniit to liie American Brethren, such a plan for 
(he future management of those societies as the British 
Conference were deliberately of opinion waa ulilce 
necessary to their permanent peace and fair political 
reputation. The pastoral nonnection of American 
ministers with British aubjecis, was, it will be unj- 
versnlly admittiid, on incongruous one, and although 
nrigliuting in the purest of inutiveit, and in the in- 
fancy of the provinces, under the auspices of prudent 
and excellent men, productive of little, if any, incon- 
venience, was obviously far Iron] being uocxcepilon- 



Bbte as a permanent sygcem. The jealousies c 
vernment were in process of Ei me excited ; andsg 
ful collision of natural feeling fomented by ynr, 
began to manifest itself, especially at Montreal. So 
urgent and importunate were the official meinben 
of society there, in their applications to the Britisb 
Conference, to be taken under 'their ecclesiastical di- 
rection and care, that a Missionary had been aeni lu 
them, under a full conviction, on the part of the Con- 
ference, that in relusing to respond to the call, they 
would have been guilty of abandoning those who had 
an indefeasible claim on their ministerial conaiders- 
tion. The letter addressed lo the Itlissiaoary coin- 
niittee, by Mr. Block and his respected coUeoguo, 
after their best efforts lo accomplish the object of their 
ne^tiation, lucidly exhibits the facts of the wholo 



To Iht Methadiit Minionary Commilttt, i 



" Rbv. 



1 Dear Bretbbek, 



"On the receipt of your letter, desiring us to attend 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, to commence at Baltimore, on the 1st of 
May, 1316, and to endeavour a settlement njifa our 
Brethren, of the matters iu dispute at Montreal, ani) 
to submit to them your tvishes that the Canodas sbanU, 
in future, be under the direction of the British Cod- 
fereoce, if that could be peaceably effected; — we h&f- 
tened with all possible despatch to Baltimore, and v- 
riveJ there the 5th of May, five days afier the Con- 
ference opened. 

'' IramediBLely on our arrival, we waited on Biobop 
McKindrce, who receired ua in the most c 
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and friendi; munncr. We accoinpanied him to the 
plaee where the Preachers were aasenibled, and on 
motion of ihe Bishop, were voied to the honour of a 
■eat ia Conference. A Conimittee, consiaiiDg of the 
Rev. Messrs. Roberts, Draper and Harmon, were 
Kppoinied to confer with ub, and report the result. 
Onr views were inutua)ly conimunicaicd in the most 
friendly and Christian spirii. 

"On our part, it was stated— that the Missionary 
Ooromittee entertained the highest respect for their 
Atneriean brethren, and chorisbcd towards them the 
mon cordial and Christian love — that they considered 
both Connenions engaged in the same glorious work, 
and sincerely deprecated any contention, — and that 
diey exccodipgly laroomod the division which bod 
taken place at Montreal. To give them a full view 
of matters at Montreal, and of the reasons by which 
the Comniittee had been induced to send Misslonoriea 
thither, we read a copy ofths letter sent from Uoq- 
trcal 10 the Missionary Committee, and gave a his- 
tory of the whole transaction. We also read extntcts 
from other letters bearing on the same subjoci, to 
which we added ibe espression of our own views. 

" On their part, statements were made by Measioura 
Birch and Ryan, (Preachers from Cnenda) inaio- 
rially difierent from those which were communicatod 
to you, by our brethren in Montreal, and by Mr. Ben- 
neu : namely, that tbe application nuulc by the breih- 
rea, at Montreal, was unofficial, done privately, and 
witboui tbe knowledge of the American Preacher; 
and that tbe manner in which tbe Briliab Missionary 
obtained, and still held possession, vf ttie Chapol and 
pRnsonage, was both irregular and olTcosive, We 
appealed, in reply, to the opposing tuatiniony contain- 



I 




ed in ibe letter from Monlrenl, that !□ 1811, illd 

cial Members, Truatees, Siewanis, and L 

plied to Dr. Coko for a Briiish Preacher, and tbat tw 
had directed ua to send one from Nova Scolia, whit^h 
the fewDesa of Preachers la tbat Diatrict would not 
admit of our doing. And then, as to the right of the 
Chapel and House, we asserted no claim ; ih^ rs- 
mained with the Trustees, who unitedly put Mr. Wil- 
tiams in poasession of them ou his arrivat in Mon- 
treal ; and when Mr. Bennett visited them, they a^- 
Gured him of their having done ao, and at that time 
the whole society was in peace. 

"The Committee, in euhmitting their Report, re- 
commended to the Conference the adoption of the fol- 
lowing Resolutions : — 

" ' 1. That the General Conference shall, and it is 
hereby authorized, to supply the Provinces of Upper 
and Lower Canada with Preachers.' 

" ' 2. Tbat a respectful loiter be addressed lo the 
Missionary Committee in London, explaining the rea- 
sons on which the above Resolution is founded.' 

" When the Report was read to the Conference, we 
rose and gave a full explanation of our views on ibe 
subject in discussion, in which were recapitulated the 
substance of what we had laid before the Committee. 
Among many other considerations, it was observed — 
L Tbat the accession of the Cauadas to the Nova 
Scotia District, by making room for frequent changes 
would be highly advantageous. 2. That the Britiah 
Government was naturally jealous of persons coming 
from the United States into the Canadas, of which tbs 
late revision of the alien act was a eufficieni prcK^. 
a. Tbat the connection of the Canadian Methodists 
with the United States, had already subjected them 
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to much suspicion nnd reproach. 4. That in cose of 
war, it was probable the societiea woulJ be left wilh- 
<>ut preachera, aoii suffer greai loss. We may Turtber 
refflark, (bat in the course of our atotemeuts, it wiis 
observed, that wherever iho people might wish to re- 
malu unJer the American Preachers, the British Mia- 
sionariea would be enjoined to cultivate tho best un- 
<)eralanding with them, and in no case lo foment ili- 
viaioo, or ligieo to men of a party apirii. We re- 
tired ; a lengthy diHcussioti ensued ; and it was de- 
(ermined by a majority * that none of iha aocietiea In 
Canada should be given up to tho British Conference.' 

" On hearing the result, wc determined to eommit 
our thoughts id writii^, and to send Ibcm in the 
shape of propositions to the Conference. When our 
propoiiiions were read, many of the Prencbera were 
deairois of re -considering the business, and of giving 
up the Canadaa to the British Conference. Thi«, 
however, was overruled. The Bishop, after inform- 
ing u« of the result of their deliberations, inqulrei) 
whether we had any farther communicatiooe to make? 
We replied, that wc bad gone as f 
thorizcd to go : that the Missioanry Coi 
tod to aa, that they could Dot, in conscience, withdraw 
the Missionaries who had been sent, under the con- 
mraining love of Christ, and at the pressing ei 
of the Society in Montreal, without their consent ; 
nnd thu we mast now leave the business with thein 
anil the British Cotifcrence. Thus ended our nego- 
lisrtion. Previously to leaving, we called on tho 
Bishop, and requested him lo assure the Coaferenca 
sf our Mteem and Christian regards. 

" We think it our duty to nni|uaint you with tho 
fcjiulacaNof our American brethren, who soil a drpi^ 
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iBtion to request our acceptance of $100 loi 
enpensea. 

" We are, Rev. and Dear Brethren, 

" Your serranta in the Gospel of Christ, 
" W. B. aw. B." 

la accordance nitb the reconimcndalion of the 
Committee, appointed to confer with the Nova Scotia 
brethren, on this senHitive subject, a letter was ad- 
dressed by the American, to the British ConfereacB, 
exhibiting their reasons for declining to surrender the 
charge of the Canadian Societies. An authenticated 
cop]' of that document now lies before me ; but the 
reaHona it assigns for the course adopted, have been 
anticipated in the preceding statementa, and need not 
be here refuted. Principal stress is laid on the al- 
leged fact, that it was the declared wish of a greet 
majority of the Canadian Methodists, to continue un- 
der the miniatry of the American Preachers : " Thia 
wish, however," the letter states, " we are persuaded, 
does not arise from any opposition, or want of affec- 
tion to their European brethren, but from the greater 
ease and certainty with which they think they can be 
supplied by us, iu consequence of our coniiguiiy to 
them, and from their peculiar attachment to os as 
their Fathers in the Gospel. And indeed, we do con- 
aider them as our spiritual children ; and if vre seem 
to be unwilling to give up the charge of ihera, do not, 
dear brethren, think it strange ; the tie is strong. 
We trust you cannot, you will not, entertain an idea, 
that in our decision on this subject we have been in 
the least influenced by any consideration of temporal 
profit or ease : if we had, our decision would have 
been very diSerent. Our object is the good and saU 



vaiion ot* souls, ns joura also, we doubt not, is ; and 
we most sincerely hope and pray, that this allkir may 
uoc have any [endcncp to diniinisb, in ibe least, ibat 
Cfariatiiin HfTeciioa slid harmony which have hitherto, 
•o loDg and so bappily, auLsisted between us." 

Without tracing the intermediate graitatiun of 
causes wiiicb have contributed to place MethoUisni 
tn ibe Cauadas in the position it at present occupies, 
it toay be sufficient to state, that the Lower Provin 
ROW fbrms a District entirely under (lie direction anil 
controul of ibe Brltidb Conlerenco; aud an " Union" 
has bern formed between tlie Upper Canada Coiifc- 
renoe and tbo Parent Connection, accordiug lo iho 
stipulations of which the President of the former \a 
annually appointed by the Britiah Conference, and the 
niaaagumcnt of the Inilian Missions is couaigned to 
the Wesleyan Missionary Commitiee. This important 
arrangement was mainly effected by ibe offices of tho 
Rev. Robert Alder, one of the Missionary Secretaries, 
with the noble-miuded view of precluding all collision 
between the two Connections, and of securing tbo 
harmony and concentration of .their efforls in promot- 
ing the cause of their common Lord . Under the pro- 
visions of the '"Union," however, the Upper Cauadn 
Cunrurenco still remains rirlually independent,— an 
nnomnty in Britisb Methodism. If we may be 
permitted, on this delicate subject, lo i 
opinion, not formed without the most mature delibe- 
ration, it is that the brethren in Upper Canada w " ' 
boat consult their comfort and usefulness by «f>«king a 
perfeet eoaliUon wicb the Parent Connection. By 
■uch ft consummation tho preachers would gain much, 
«ud low nolhiug, and the cause ibouglioul tho Pro- 
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vince be greatly elevated and promoted. This edg* 
gestioD, in whatever light it may be regarded, ema- 
nates from the best affection of the writer towards 
the esteemed brethren with whom he has been, for 
several years, associated, and from a pure (he does 
not say prophetic) regard to the interests and honour 
of Upper Canada Methodism. 

Vive, vale ! ai quid noviati rectiui iatis, 

CaDdidua imperii ; ai noo, his utere mecum. — Horn 

Farewell ! aod if a better system's thine. 
Impart it frankly, or make nae of mine. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



ir MB. BbACK's caiaACTEK. 

s taanifeilation of a iruly catholic spirit 
among the various denoniiiiatioDi of 
ChriatiaDS as profeniom of luutual liberality aoc] re- 
gard, the infklel would be ashaDied of the objociioii 
ogHiURl Divine Revelvion, drawn from the diversity 
ofaaaiiment thai prevails among ihose whose hopm 
of immortaliiy aro iilentifieil with its Irulh, The 
Cbriaiian Church, inatpad of pretuntiiij; thu apposr- 
■ncc of an arena of angry debate, as has been luo 
fretiuently ihe case, would thea be a mansion of amity 
and peace ; and if perfect harmooy of opinion would 
Dot soon be the result of coaleacenca of affection, ihe 
wotild, at least, resemble a line piecu of Moaaic, in 
Mhich the different maierlalu, of various shade!! and 
colours, cemented on a uommoD ground, arc W) ar[- 
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fully dispersed , as to blend insensibly into one another j 
But many, there is reason to believe, are eloquent in 
their declamations against bigotry, " whose love of 
good men" does not glow very intensely beyond the 
precincts of their own communion. A spirit of exclu- 
siveness in religion, unlovely and repulsive at all 
times, is peculiarly inexcusable when it extends its 
operation to those who substantially agree with us in 
sentiment, purely because they are not of us. Of all 
denominations of Christians, there are none between 
whom there exist less real grounds for shyness and 
alienation than Churchmen and Methodists. If the de- 
claration of an eminent member of the Establishment 
— "A Methodist is a Churchman in earnesV^ — be true, 
it is natural to suppose, that <' a Churchman in ear- 
nest," using that expression in its best sense, must 
have rather an intimate alliance with Methodism, at 
least in spirit. To the gratifying exemplifications of 
this kind, in Nova Scotia, which we have alre,ady re- 
corded, we are happy in having it in our power to 
add another in the Rev. Mr. Wright, whose faithful 
and impressive ministry, ^will be either "the savor 
of life unto life, or of death unto death" to those who 
sat under it. This deeply humble and devout man 
evinced towards Mr. Black the utmost respect and 
Christian regard, which the following letter attests 
were fully reciprocated : — 

To the Rev. Mr. Wright of Chester.* 



" Halifax, Aug. 7th, 1819. 
** Reverend and Dear Sir, ** 

" On my return from the country, I had the happi- 

* The latter years of Mr. Wright^s ministry were spent in Eior» 
ton, where he was esteemed by all denominations, as a meek and 
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ncg« lo receive yours oftbe 7ih ult., together niihihe 
books. That ihey bave been useful to you, is tniitler 
of lb an kfu loess to ua botb. To Him, tram whom all 
tioly desires, all good thoughts, and all just wgrks do 
proceed, bo glory and honour. Amen. 

" I perceive with joy the work of grace iii your 
heart, and am persuaded that God in atrrymg it on 
ibrougb all the disc our age men ts. Inward and oum-unl, 
with which you have to struggle, and that he will 
certainly JinUh it, unless you should ieiljulty abuie 
the light and strength he has aflbrded you. ond there- 
by counteract his gracious work. Goon, my dear 
Sir, and prosper. Bless God for what he has done. 
Hold fast the beginning of your confidence. Calmly 
wait and pray at ibe footstool of Divine Mercy for a 
day of Pentecost, a larger measure of every Christian 
grace, and power to fulfil your bigh calling aa a Chris* 
lian Minister. 

" I have read your letter with some attention, and 
was about to offer you some further thoughts, which 
I conceived might administer to your comfort aud en- 
couragement, by extracting a few parages from Mr. 
Fletcher's Letters, some of whose writings bave al- 
ready been so much blessed to you ; but I think it bent 
to request your acceptance of the volume. You will 
not read it, I am persuaded, without attentioti anri 
prayer, and I am equally confident the blessing of 
God will attend the perusal. It will lie a valuable 
and instructive companion for some of your Iei8urr< 
boun, and a cordial to your fainting spirits in seasons 
of temptation. 

lowly follower of ilw Umb, H* finiilied hii eoonc, I bclian.ii 
Bermuiia, whiiher he tisni for ihctwiKfii of hrs dscliaing bsallli. 
"TImi Bitnwry efllioJKllii btntetl." 
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" B J (bia conveyance, I send you the Toluine of 
Cooper's Sermons which you had the goodaesa to 
lend me. I have been pleaeed, not lo say protited, by 
the perusal of them. They are plain, experimental, 
and practical. Desirous of possessing so valuable a 
work, 1 have procured the four volumes from England. 

" It will be at all times gratifying to me to heu* 
from you, and of your welfare. Mny your health be 
Guon restored, and the ' peace of God which passelh 
all understanding,' be mutliplied and abound exceed- 
ingly in your liuart — may you be filled with that con- 
fidence which made enraptured Thomas exclaim, 

" Prom the etate of your health, perhaps it may not 
he improper to remind you. Dear Sir, that those invo- 
luntary depressions, svhich arise from physical causes, 
are rather to be considered as our burdeni than ae our 
«nj ; especially if we look up lo God for grace and 
patience under them. In such cases, the spirit is often 
willing when the flesh is weak. The enemy, how- 
ever, ollen takes advantage of them to discourage us 
in our Christian race. Pious persons, labouring tio— 
der nervous disorders, often suffer much from not pro- 
perly distinguishing between natural and t;>t'rtltMf 
maladies. Each class has its own remedy ; and, 
through faith and prayer, both are rendered useful. 
" 1 am. Rev. and Dear Sir, 

'' Your very affectionate^^ 
« W. Bla4 

Mr. Block was so much enfeebled during the w 
of 1819 — 20, by the increase and aggravation of his 
inGrmitiee, that ho was induced, in [he ensuing spring, 
lu try the effect of a tour among his old friends in tha 
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Uniiod Sutes. Hero, Bomti of ibo most inlereatiug 
recolleciigns of his life wore revived ; and while, 
with e<|ual astonishment and gratitude, be conicim- 
plated what God had wrought by the inatm mentality 
uf Meihodism, from Maine to the MuiU$ippi, t'lnco 
the day when he first met the apostolic Coke at Bnl- 
timure, in ITB4, the heart-exhilirating conlrnsl cnn- 
iribuied not a litllo to restore the lone of decayiiig 
nature. A letter addretgcd by him to tbe Wesleyiiti 
Miasionary Committee oa this occasion, dated Georijc- 
town, near Washingtoo, April 5lb, ltl-20, is replete 
with interest. We present ibn render with n copious 
extract : — " My last communication, dated at Boston, 
would inform you of my safe arrival in the United 
Slates. My health is somewhat improved, but my 
conslilution is yet very feeble : ibe effects of forty 
years labours in tbe ministry, lo^^iber with tbe ordi' 
iiery results of time, forbid any sangiiiao hope of ila 
perfect restoration, or of much pulpit oxerciM. I 
am, however, desirous of doing what I can. Were il 
the will of my Heavenly Father, I should be glad lu 
hare my labours and usefulness extended toother 
with my life, ' and cense at once lo work and bvc' 
The idea of being laid aside, as a broken and iiseleM 
vessel, which sometimes obtrudes itself upon nie, in 
not ft little painful. Vet, I desire, through grace, 
to live as clay in the bands of the potter. All ho 
does is perfectly wise and good i he cannot err. And 
he balb promised to be with bis servants, oven to 
hnary hnirs. His will Is best. Meantime, I will 
praise him that I con do o little. 

" The rotigregBiion* at Boston. Providence, New 
York, Phiiiutelphia. Bdiimore, Washington, Goorge- 
tuwii.iind Alexandrta, are large and aiieoiive i aotl 



in the aggregate, cannot amount to leas than tbirty 
thousuiii]. In most of those jilaces are large and grow- 
ing societies eminently alive to God. O what hath 
God wrought ! When 1 first met the late Dr. Coke 
at Baltimore {A. D. ITS4) iherewere but 18,000 mem- 
Itera iu all the Methodist Societies in the American 
Caiuie\ion. There are now upwards of 350,000. 
The iacreaee in the societies under the direction of the 
American Conferences, you know, the last year, was 
11,297. It will be much larger this year. In all, there 
are eleven Annual Conferences ; but four of these 
have not yet had their aession. It will be highly gni~ 
lifying Eo you to learn that God has largely poured 
out hja Spirit, and blessed the labours of his miDister- 
ing servants, as appears from the effects : thoDsands 
of sinners are tuniecV from darkness unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. The iiureiue of 
members uoder the superintendence of those Confe- 
rences, during the last year, is as follows r — 

Ohio ConfereiKC, - - 6,462 1 S. Cnralina Conrercace, 3M 

Miuonri do - - - T69 Vlrginln do 1,171 

Tenoesaee da - - - 2,4R0 Ballimore da S.TOU 

HuciBBippida ■ ■ - 250 1 

"Total gain this year, 14,152 members, lo which add 
; of sistj-five preachers. Of the probable 
e under the euporintendence of the four remain- 
ing Conferences, I am not qualified to give an opiDion. 
The Baltimore Conference commenced its session on 
the 8th lilt, and rose on the ]6lh. My American 
brethren sent me a note, inviting me to a seat with 
them, at pleasure, during the sitting of the Conference- 
Tfais I considered as a privilege, and thankfully ac- 
cepted. During the session, much important business 
was done, and all with so much order and aerioumess, 



US IB seldom exceedeJ in large deliberate bodies, even 
or Christiaa tniniaierB. The eXiumDation of the cha- 
racters, talents, doctrines, laliours and usefuloeas of all 
the preachers, woa solemii, intereating, pleasing and 
profitable in a high degree. The leatimonies which 
were lionie by the aenior and junior brethren, each in 
their turn, to the piety, labours, ami usefulnoes of each 
other, have left on m; mhid tui indelible iinpregsioD of 
ihe humility, brotherly lo»e, and zeal to promote ihi* 
Gospel of Christ, which uDiC«a and animates their 
body. Thus united, and thus animated, they will be 
Wet. 

" I am not much accustomed to preach to kgisla- 
lors, yet having bad an invitation to (ill the place o£ 
the Chaplain to Congress, next Sabbath, I bavecon- 
■onted.* Bishop MuKindree, who is with me at our 
mutual friend's, Henry Foxnl, Esq., Mayor of George- 
town, ofTers to your aeccptatice, the eiq)rcssion ofbia 
t highest regard, and of the lore lie bears lo his ttdtr 
brethren." 

The days of Mr. Black's active engagements in the 
ChriBtiai) ministry, except on a very limited scaie, 
cofDpared with hia previous exertions, and his still un- 
diminished desire " to eerve big own generation by iho 
will of God," were now fast drawing to a close. In 
1 8 S3, the state of his health precluded him from «!• 

•On bcuing the lulntiDce n( die above leiier Troin Hr- Blick'* 
Dpi aAer bia rtliirn rrom tbe Uoiled Statei, 1 bid ibc curiuiljr lo 
■nqtiin oo obal mbja:! hn addrGncd (lie Mninberi of Canf ria. 
" On die iniMrtam queMion." be rcpllod, " Whil ii > tnu pro- 
fltrJ, trheEiin IhD whoki world and liuo bl> ontDaoul V— A at' 
leciton cpiiie io acconlBiioe with hia convlant deiin, '* \ry tautiCvt- 



tending the Aannal District Meeting, irbicb waa heM 
that year at St. John, N. B. Whilst he calmly eub' 
mitteil to thia privation, hia unabated interest in the 
proaperit; of Zion, and paternal affection towards hia 
BOOB and successors in the Gospel, prompted biin to ad- 
dreaa ihem by lelter. 



Miitionarits in Diilricl-Metting 
the City of Saint John, A". 



To tilt JVttltyait 
tembled, a 



"Halifax, N. S., Mat 1 
" Veht Deah and Respected Brethren, 

" It is inj sincere desire and prayer, that the 
Great Head of the Church may favour yoa with hia 
divine presence on the present occasion ; and lliat the 
grace of our Lord Jesus, may be with you now and 
always ; that the Lord would direct all your consuhs' 
tions and measures to the promotion of his own glory, 
and the welfare of the several flocks over whom the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers. Amen. 

" The state of my health forbids me the pleasure 
and the honour of being with you ; — of personally sa- 
luting you ; — of beholding your Christian humility, 
and brotherly love, and mutual condesccnsioQ ; of 
marking your zeal and disinterested regards for the 
sheep of Christ which he purchased with his own 
blood ; and of gratefully ucknowledging, and admiring 
the readiness with which you take your towel and 
water, and lave and wipe each other's feet. 

" My growing inflrmitiea forcibly remind me of how 
great importance it ia that the loins of Ihe inward maa 
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be girt about with truth, aod my lamp of faith trim- 
tncd, and ray heart filled with holy love ; to that I 
may hear with joy tha heavenly watch-word — ' The 
Bridegroont Cometh ! Go ye out to meet him.' 

" The Repoit of the Branch Missionary Society for 
this station will be forwarded to you, 1 hope, before 
the close of your session. By the blessing of God on 
the systematic esertions and unwearied zeal of the 
Secretary and Collectors, we have paid iuto the hands 
of John Starr, Esq., Treasurer, one hundred and 
tevenlif-fow poundt. You will be pleased to leara 
(hat the Stewards of the soeieiy have been enabled to 
meet the expenses of the Hiation, so that there are no 
demands on the Missionary Committee. Considering 
our poverty, tho Halifax friends cannot be Justly ac- 
cused of the want of gcDcrostiy. Perhaps you will 
«xpect that I should say something of our spiriluat 
elate. Nothing very remarkable had taken place in 
tbierospeci. The congregations are unusually large and 
attentive in town. The members of society, if not 
imcommonly lively, are steady, and generally speak- 
ing, I hope, walking with God ; and I may add, some- 
what increased in number. Brother Luiher has been 
peculiarly anxious to afford all the assistance in bis 
power to our fricuds at Margaret's Bay and Cole Har- 
bour ; nor hos the divine blessing been withheld from 
his efforts. Considerable attention has been awaken- 
ed at Margaret's Day, and a small society formed 
which regularly meet in class ; they have commcoceil 
the building of a chapel. All oecesaary information 
yon will obtain from brother Lusher. 

" To the foregoing romarks 1 have odI; to add my 
jBMt B&ctionate remembrancef j praying Uwt w un- 
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common unciion from the Mol; Gbost may reel upon 
you all. 

" 1 remain, very dear and respected Brethren, 
" Your afieciianate Brotlier, Servant, 

" And Fellow-labourer, 
" In the Gospel of Christ, 
"William Bi.ic«." 

In the wide circle of Christian friends whose ac- 
quaintance Mr. Black formed and cultivated fay his 
repealed visits to the United States, none stood higher 
in hia ealimation than Mr. & Mas. Wilkihs of Bal- 
timore. Equally distingubhed by his intelligence, 
piety and sound-hearted attachment tn Methodism, 
Mb. WiLsins ranked with the Keeners and Abm- 
STBONGS of that city — pillars in the church, and men 
who would be an ornament and an honour to any 
Chriacian body. Some time after his return to Nova 
Scotia, Mr. £lack wrote to his estimable friend ; but 
by "a singular fatality," as Mr. W. expresses it, in a 
letter to Mr. Black under date of Ist July, 1894— 
" while my letter to you had crossed the ocean twice 
before it reached its dcstiaation, yours to me had time 
to have twice traversed the globe before it came to 
hand !" The whole letter breathes such a spirit of 
warm and generous Christian affection, and on touch- 
ing some topics which at that period greatly agitated 
the American Connexioo, strikes the nail upon the 
head with such admirable precision, that iho insertion 
of an extract from it, while it gratifies a feeling of 
personal respect for the memory of one who is now 
beyond the reach of human censure or comfflendation, 
cannot fail to escite the interest of the reader .- — 
l^ Nolwithatandlng our correspondence has tmfortu- 
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tintely not been marked wilh ihal aclivjty with which 
tt might have been, the memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
Black has oflen afforded sweet rccolleclione to tay dear 
partner and roysolf. We entertained a hope to (he 
Inst, that the General Conference woulil, among other 
gmtificttlions, give us the pleasure of your company 
and Mrs. Biaofc'i ; nor did wo abandon the hope until 
il could lie cherished no longer. We should have been 
happy 10 have had another opportunity of tnanifoHCing 
our esteem for Kuch vnlued friends. 

" Our Conference was an interesting one, and will 
long be remembered by all who were present on that 
oceaaion. The British delegates, the Rev. Messrs. 
RuBCE and HiMNsH (now Dh, Hanrah) were receiv- 
ed with BU attention that was highly gratifying to 
them, and their departure was felt liko a calamity. 
Every body lamented ihe necessity thot forced them 
from us. Perhaps no two peraons could hove been 
Riore properly chosen for such an occasion. Front 
«uch a specimen of piety and talent, we onionaii 
high idea of our British brethren. Their presence I 
gnve an interest to the Conference which would not I 
otherwise have been felt, and was of great imporiancft 1 
in moderating the warmth which loo ol\on attenda di- I 
versity of seniimeni, especially when it assumes 
spirit of party : and such a spirit unfortunately cxifM j 
among the preachers at this time. A great contention ' 
■bout power now agitates the whole Connexion, find- 
ing its way even into private circles. The Dishups, it 1 
in (bared — not felt — have loo much power. That sya- I 
lem which has been attended wilh such astonishing I 
•uc«esst%rsolongatime, under an AsstrkV, n Wnii 
rtur, B McKiRDBEE, b«., and been so signally own- , 
od by ibc Lord bimsclfi i» now perceived to bo uncuo- 
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etitutional and oppressive ! The opposition calcul&ied 
on complete Bucceas aa the reward of their electioneer-' 
ing, maaffiuvring, and pamphleteering, which was 
carried to a great extent, They also reckoned on the 
countenance of llie British delegates. But they have 
been entirely fruHtraced in ail their schemes. 

" Our ministers this year are brothers Merwin, Pey- 
ton and Wilson, who are well received, and I hope 
will be made a blessing to us. We expect likewise lu 
have brother Summerfield with us, to preach as the 
delicate state of his health may permit. 1 suppose you 
have heard of his fame. He is certainly ibe most elo' 
quent pulpit orator I ever listened to, having a charm 
in his manner that captivates his audience. He ap- 
pears also to possess prudence and solidity, not com- 
mon in a young man of twenty-lhree years, wjio can-' 
not be insensible to so many flattering marks uf appro- 
bation, and who never preaches without having al- 
most as many without the doors as can find admittance 
within — and moreover he is an Englishman." * 

* Of thia admirable and lamented young minislcr, whom ihe 
GreBlHeadaflhe Church made a foliihid aha/I in hixjulier, 
and ID whom he waa pccullarty glorified, the oolf Hemoir, we 
belieye, llrai hns appeared, ig ibat wrklea bj the poet HdIIsdiI. 
To deny ID that produclion the praiie of respeelable literary ei- 
eculion woulil be unjust; ysl does it not, in our esliraaiion, pre- 
lenl a tn» muror of Summerfield. We freely admit ibe jm- 
poisibllity of embodying the u2eal orgeniur, or of tranererrin;! in 
Ihebiographie page an adequate manlfeBUlioa of tlic power of lin- 
ing eloquence. We eannoi, however, help thioking n mtidi 
nearer approsimati on towards that desirable reaull aiiainable in 
tliepraBeniiBalance.thnnhasbeea yet accomplished. At I lie earl,* 
ageofiweny three, Suitimetfield's mind exhibited a harmony and 
an expansion which very rarely anticipate ihe meridian of tile. 
The unearthly imigoralion of ihelote of Chriiliiffordsihe only 
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In 1337, death, which severs wiibout disiiaetion all 
f= ubl unary (i OS — the most aacrcd and endearing as well 
as the moat adventitious and uahallowed — deprived 
Mr. Black of the invaluable woman, who had been 
his companion in triumph and tribulatioD, and in 
the kingdom and patience of Christ, for nearly half a ' 
i;ciiturj. An obituary notice of Mrs. Black, as cor- 
rect in its etalemenls Ds it is graphic itt delineation, 
appeared in the Wcsleyan Magazino for 1S3S, from 
the p«n of [he Rev. Robert L. Lusher. Our narrative 
would be incomplete without its insertion. 

" Died, August Utb, at Halifax, N. S., in the ae- 
veniy'secoad year of her age, Mary, wife of tbe Rev. 
William Black. She was bom in Boston, State of 
MaasachugettB, January 7(b, 1755. Her father, Mr 
Martin Gay, who was for many years u deacon in u 



nlislkcuiry toliiiivn of ihe mpiJ deielopenwDi of 
maalBJ Eucrglu. Though a ilihgeoi iiudeal, limb bud not per- 
Diilted him to aiuln maturity af ichulanhip ; but lie paawwid in 
a liigb (IsgTM (11 the aitribuuii of a mind orthn firit order. Ilii 
undenlandingimi clear, hii juitgmenl diacrimiiiBliuK, and hit iimi- 
ginaiion id tigoroui aud tutccptible, ihai ii cml liiu no dHoti io 
AiiiellK linu and huei ofvilnlily orerliM alxlrDeliaiwofiiullii and 
thereby Io iuipattlo (be moil camman^lane lopiva all ibc trtubniHi 
■nd iaureti at origiiuliiy. Thu wUural cBccl of hl> llwilfin; 
«kH)u«ire wai maiErially aided by ■ perna and nuniHir iba inMt 
groreral, and an aapecl ernngebc benignity ; ill moral ebnrni wa* 
liw demoniiiiKioii and poncr of ihai Divina Spirit 
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hallowed lipf wilh fire." 



tiutaiMrAelil wu an ixltrnporannuM preacher n lar a* i( ii pro- 
perfor lUiyyuDagminiilFr 10 bcM. IliiKrDHiu,iiulaed,<mraan)i 
Ihini bill un|>reiiKditaied eSuiionf . llntiug tojoyed ttw ran io- 
UttecliiBl iDmry of poriag o>er bit maniucripU, we ara prepareH 
e, that hri prFparaiioiu for tlie pulpii, atiowiha rullcnimn- 
w pouen of hi* mind, and ilw beit ute of all llic it- 




Congregational church, was a prudent, moFBl man, ex- 
tensively engaged in business ; her mother was a lover 
of evangeliual religion, and of the people of God, hj 
whom when a. child she was frequently taken to hear 
tbecelebraiedWbitcfield preach, in that part of North 
America, Upon the evacnalion of Boaton by the Bri- 
tish troops, she with her parents accompanied them to 
Nova Scolia, and settled in ibal province, at a place 
called Fort Cumberland. It was here in the summer 
of 1781 that she was led lo oRend the ministry of Mr. 
Black, who aflerwarda became her husband ; and 
though from a child she was of a serious turn of mind, 
and was favoured with gracious impressions and draw- 
inga from above, it was not until this time that she 
was deeply and fully convinced of her lost state. The 
word reached her heart ; she was brought into great 

soorcei ofkaonleiige within liis I'eiicli, on Ihc siilijccuoa whidilw 
eipaiuteil. Bui tliaugli ridi in iliougt;t, and lagicuJ ia Ihcir ar- 
rangement, (ho rompasitioa is )efl (purposely it nould appear) 
tinfiniiih*d. Definitions and exegclical rcmarki are generally wril- 
ICD ont wilh sludioiu accuracy and preciaion ; bul the occumiKC 
on almost every page oriirokenhinia, roltdweil by a significaol daab 
of the pen, indicalet the orstor's iopalience of Ibe trammeta and 
Imiium of previous compoailion, and the alirring of deep emotion 
within tin breut thai could find full vent only amid ibe halloHed 
exciteaieouortheSancIuary. Ue did not offer "10 God of Ihu 
whicb coat bim nothing;" bul il wa« llie altar thai lanelificd hi* 
f'iCt, and thejire that conaumcd his aacriGce issued inmediolely 
from the propitious beaicna. 

Wboetet woulJ form or exbibii a just apprecialion of Ihia in- 
sompamble yoolh, musl like bini, be decidedly Wcaleyan io liii 
cnid and pTtdiiictiant, in and an orator, and in piely a taint. 



" O Bale, ingenli 
OsleDilent icrris 
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distrMBof Mul, anr] afler seeking ibe pardooing mer- 
cy of God, ia a diligeol uae of sU the means of grace, 
her (listreHB and condBmoation were removed : she re- 
tired from the place where ahe had been waiting upon 
God, filled with peace and Jny through believing. Her 
views becoming clearer and more eularged as to the 
nature and extent of Gospel salvatioiij and of the pri- 
vilegea and enjoynienis to which she was called, a» a 
Christian, 'she reached forth unto ibose things whinh 
were before, and pressed towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jeuua :' ehe 
hungered and thirsted after a full Conformity to the 
image and will of her adorablo Lord. She walked by 
faith, not by sight, and intimate was the communion 
with Goil which she frequently enjoyed, while the 
graces of the Spirit, sJid the virtues of the female cha- 
racter shone forth in her with a pure and steady lus- 
tre. As a Christian she was diligent snil exemplary 
in the discharge of every duly ; she was a tender and 
afTectionate mother, and greatly endeared, by the uni- 
form exhibition of the most amiable qualities of a 
friend, to an extensive circle of scqunintanee. To mi- 
tigate the aufierings of the poor always afforded the 
richest gmtilication to her feeling beaji, until ibc pe- 
riod when her slender frame, depressed beneath th« 
infloence of disease, coatd no longer follow tho im- 
pntae of bcr beneficent disposition. Forseverul years 
riie filled the office of Treasurer, and was one of tha 
most active members of the 'Halifax Female Benevo- 
lent Society.' Nor is it probable that Dorcas of Pbllippi 
nwde more gonnents for the poor than ahe did. ' Few 
ponons (observes Mr. Andcrsoji. for many years h*r 
ctas^leoder) have hud a better opportunity of forming 
a just eslimate of our late cxcelleul nixter than ' 
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h&d, after an intimate ac(|uaintance of many yesra, ae- 
veral of whiuh were spent in her family. In irutJi, 
ehe shone with no ordinary luEtre in every capacity, as 
a wife, a tnotber, a relative, a Christian, a friend. She 
gave valuable lessons of practical economy and iaduB- 
try in her family. Her yonerabte partner, the father 
of Methodiam in Nova Scotia, being necessarily from 
home, frequently for weeks together, in the discbarga 
of his iliaerant ministerial duties, the charge of &va 
children devolved upon her. She felt the responsiBi- 
lity of her situation ; and conscious that it vraa her 
duty to bring up her children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, she woa induced to retire with 
them, individually, to the throne of grace, to commend 
them in prayer to the mercy of God, and to implore 
the divine blessing upon them, and upon the instruc- 
tions which she gave ihcm.' Through the progress of 
a gradual decline, during the lost fifleen or sixteen 
months, she manifested the most profound submission 
to the divine will. In her, ' patience had its perfect 
work.' Fearful lest any one should , think bettor of 
her than she deserved, she was always ready to ac- 
knowledge the sense she felt of her unworlhincss and 
unprofitableness. This she was particularly led to do 
at the beginning of her sickness ; and observed that 
though she felt an humble and unshaken confidence ia 
God, aa her God and Saviour, yet in the solemn pros- 
pect of entering into the divine presence as a disem- 
bodied spirit, she felt that ehe needed a holier frame 
of mind. For this she prayed, and in this she was 
heard. She was favoured with most gracious mani- 
festations of the goodness of God ; so that it was evi- 
dent to all around her, that " as tbo outward man pe- 
rished, the inner man was renewed day by day,' and 
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that she was fast niaturiag for ihe heavenif world. 
She was enabled to conieuiplnlc the approach of ' the 
last enemy' with undisturbed eerenily and unshaken 
fortitude. Death, divested of bia terrors, appeared la 
her in a friendly form, ready to introduce her into tha 
mansion of her heavenly Father. ' Ciirial,' said she, 
' Is exceediogly preciou.^ ; bo is glorious id all his of- 
licos ; I shall soon bo wiib him.* When she felt that 
the hour of her departure was at hand, she took an af- 
feciioaaie farewell of her husband, children, grand- 
children, and friends ; but when her pious and faiUiful 
black sen-nnt approached her to receive her 
■el and blessing, unable to articulate, and raising her 
emocialcd bands to heaven in lokenof the joy she felt, 
and of the prospects of glory which seemed lo be un- 
folding lo her view, she yielded her spirit into the 
hands of her Redeemer. Thus did this cminenilj 
pious, heavenly-minded, and moNt exemplary woman 
finish her cotina with joy, 

'And paB ihroogh death iriamphaDl bonw.' ^' 

Within the altar of the old Wcsleyan Chapel of Ha- 
lifax, around which she bo often commemorated the 
redeeming death of her Lord and Saviour, there is 
placed a neat marble cenoiapb in honour of her dis- 
linguifihed virtues, with the following appropriate iu- 
•cription :— 

Aacrev to t^e S^rmocs of 

HAsr, WIPE or Tilt: rev. williau black. 

Who, in na BMBplirj nmntier, ■•loiacd her pfofwtioo u ■ 

Member nt ihg Metbwlln Soctetr, in this pten. 

during fynj-oot jtan ; 
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And JcpnttcJ itiis life, in joyful hope uf a 



Her Gdelity In djachnrglng Ibn lacred dutiei of ll 

Friend, (be Wife, lbs Hotbcr, and tbe Cbriit 

has rarely been eKcelled ; 



by her 
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There ore two eveots which are eo iaiimatelf asso- 
ciated with lile family circumatances of the subject of 
this memoir, that they caonol with propriety be omit- 
ted, and perhopa the present offers the most appro- 
priate opportunity for recording them. We here al- 
lude to the loss which Mr. Block sustained in the re- 
moval of two of bis children to a belter world — the 
one, Mr. Samuel Black, previous to the event just no- 
ticed: the other, bis seconddaughter, Mary wife of Mr. 
J. A. Barry, a few years subsequent to the same. Al- 
though both these events, as might be expected, proved 
heavy afflictions to an affectionate parent, they were 
borne with all the resignation that became one whose 
motto for many years had been — ■' The Lord doetb all 
things well." Mr. Samuel Black died in the 35ili 
year of his age, on the I5th of September, 1S26- His 
illness was but of a few days' duration, but he left a 
pleasing testimony for the consolation of his sorrow- 
ing family, that he was leaving the busy scenes of life 
to enter upon the unfading joys of heaven. The ill- 
nesB of Mn. Barry was more protracted. For more 
than seven years her health bad been declining, hotu 
the power of disease wasted her frame^ she gave tbe 
most satisfactory evideoce that her approach to the 
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Vtargia of ibe grave was accompanied with that pre- 
paratioa for her change which enabled ber witbaat 
■hriDking to look forward to the final conflict, and waa 
cheered with those hopes of immortality which are 
founded on the atonement of Christ, and alone can 
support the mind in the hour of trial. She died Ja- 
nuary 5th, 183S, in sure and certain hope of a reeur- 
rection to eternal life. A funeral discourse, on the oc- 
casion of her death, was delivered by the writer of thii 
memoir, who himself had been a witDeaa of that pro- 
grewive preparation for the coming of her Lord, the 
most consoling indications of which were reserved lo 
illumine the closing sccne- 

The death of Mrs. Black produced a cfaosin in her 
widowed husband's domestic enjoymenia, great in pro- 
portion to the assemblage of excellencies with which 
■bo was adorned, and the protracted series of years 
during which her society had been to hitn a source of 
comfort as unmixed as it is in the power of friendship 
th« moat refined and devoted to impart. Such a. be- 
reavement could not but throw a dce|)er shading over 
the autumn of his days. His children were now all 
settled iu life, with their families rising around them ; 
but nflectionatcly as he was attached to them all, and 
happy BE he felt, as frequently as they gathered around 
liim to testify their filial veneration and attachment, 
be had been bo lung habituated to the tranquil retreat 
of bia own dwelling, that calmness and Beclueioo had 
become essential to bis enjoyment. Under these cir- 
.3 induced, in the course of tbe year 
o propose marriage to Mrs. Martha, widow of 

Kilkio, Esq., of Liverpool, a pious and smia- 
with whom bo hod long been acquaintod. 
k's place could not perbapa have boen better 



supplied. Her affectionate aseiduilies to promote tuB 
comfort and anticipate hia wishes, perseyered in to t&er 
day of liis death, fully justified the eslimote he had 
formed of her virtiiea, and entitle her to the lasting 
gratitude of the family. 

It only remains lo notice the closing scene ; and it ia 
pourtreyedlo our hand by the Rev. Mr. Kuigfat, who 
hnd the privilege of witnessing it. 

" ' Our Falhcrg, where are they .' and the Prophets, 
do they live forever ?' The time came wbeQ the man 
who had been for bo many years looked up to as tbo 
Father of Methodism in this Province, must pass from 
the fellowship of the militant to thaiof the triumphant 
church. Indications of the rapid approaches of death 
were perceived by his friends for some iveeks ; but 
they were scarcely prepared to hear of bis removal 
when it actually took place. Conversing with bim a 
few days before hie death on the awful disease nhicb 
was raging in our town, he with his usual heavenly 
smile said, ' It does not matter ; I tnuat soon go : whe- 
ther it be by cholera, or (pointing to his swollen legs) 
this dropsy ; it Is all the same ; 1 leave it to my Mas- 
ter to choose.' But his days were numbered. On 
Sonday, September 6th, 1834, he felt himself worse 
than usual. I sawhim just before the time of evening 
service. His conduct toward roe was, as it had been 
from the first hour I saw him, that of the utmost kind- 
ness and affection. Knowing that my whole time had 
been occupied in visiting the cholera patients at tbo 
hospital, and in their habitations, and in attending to 
the regular duties of the circuit, he feelingly entreated 
me to be careful of my health, for the sake of my fa- 
mily and the church. I did not, however, think that 
bis end was so near. When called to visit bim early 



in tke momiiig oti which lie died, Sept. Sih, I felt tl 
force of the oft-quolcd language of Dr. Voung : — 

" Tlie Ghamlier wberc the good man uiccu liia Cue, 
1> privilcgod beyond Ihe cammon wulk of vlrcuoiu lire, 
Quiic on ihe verge or heaven. " 

" I found bim contending with tbe last eaemy, but 
iti perfect posseasion of his reason, although bo op> 
prewed by the eomplioai^ afflictions uuder which he 
fntioured in his last hour, oa to lind very great difficul- 
ty in speaking. ' I irusl, Sir,' said I, ' you now feel 
that Saviour to be precious whom you have eo long 
behl forth to others.' He said ■ All is well ; all is 
peace, do fear, no doubt ; let Him do 09 be will ; He 
knowa what is best.' I referred to his long and usefiil 
life. He said very impicssively, ' Leave all tbot ) 
say no more. All is well.' We joined in prayer, and 
his. spirit waa evidently very much engaged in the 
•olenm exercise. On leaving the room I said, 'Vott 
will soon be in tke glory of which you have so often 
apoken in the course of your long ministry.' ■ I ahali 
•oon be there,* he said, 'where Christ is gone before 
mo.' After which he sank very fast, and spoke little, 
«nd that with considerable difficulty. His last words 
were, ■ Give my farewell blessing to your family, and 
to the society ;' and ' God bless you. All is well.' " 

The solemn event was improved by Mr. Knight is 
a sermon &om 3 Tim. iv : T, 3,—" I have fought ft ] 
good fighl, 1 have finished my course, I have kept the ' 
laitk : Henceforth there is laid up for ine a crown of 
rtghtoousness, which the Lord, the righteous judgn 
shall give rae at that day : and not 10 me only, but 10 
all them that love his appearing." Alltiough Mr. 
Koiglil's coUeaguc at the time, another coll of duty 
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prevented my being present. Bat I wna told by an inlel- 
ligont friend who was there, that Mr. Knight, vrhosQ 
preaching was always highly acceptable, rose on that 
occasion quite above himself, and spoke with an un- 
usual measure of divine unction and power. When 
in the close of bis address ho attempted to discharge 
the last office which hia venerated friend had imposed 
upon bim — that of giving hia farewell blessing to tbs 
Society, the emotions ofbis heart liccante irrepressible, 
his feelings approached to an overpowering agitation ; 
his words found their nnobstructcd way to the secret 
place of tears, the mournful ss^mpatby whs universal, 
every bosom heaved, and hod the deep and pervading 
sensation of that moment found utterance, itslanguago 
would probably have been that of Elisha, as he gazed 
upon the apotheosis of hia sainted master, "My father ! 
my father ! the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen 
thereof!" May the nianlle of our ascended prophet, 
the Father of Methodism in Nova Scolia, with a 
double portion of his spirit, invest all who enter into 
hia signally successful labours ! 

The monument which rises over his tomb, and the 
cenotaph placed as a memorial of his worth, in the 
chapel where he had so long held forth the word of 
life, exhibit the following inecription ; — 

SatrEti to tSE iWemors oi 

THE REVERl::^D WILLIAM BLACK, 

Whose labours ia itae Gospel Mtniitij, 

for haira cenlary, have been acknowledged, 

wiili disiinguisl^ed approbation, 

by ibe Cieal Head of the Churcb. 



ICT. iflLtltW BLtrcit. 

Ii« iTdi the General Sup? rintenileDi of ibe 

Wealepn Miisiou, 

in Ndih Hcoiia and New Bnuuwick, 

nhcrc lis it junly deemed the Fslber or 

Method iem. 

To hit laboun, pnidcnce, anJ pBternst cart, 

ia the Churcli in tlili place mueli Indebied 

far ill rise, iocireaM, and proiperily : 

Wiih iit histcrf wlllhii naniF be 
uiociaied ; aod liig memor; rereted 

cenierod inlo rMiviii Bqitembei, iiDCCGiiit 



The <letaiU cxbililted in [he prpccdiDg Memoir 
fully iUusirate Mr. Black's cliaracier in all its ng[iecUi, ] 
thni an claboraii: delitieation of it will neither be no^ | 
oerwary nor expecied. I cannot, however, Ueny my-, 
s«lf 01 my roadera the pleasure of presentiog tbenii 
with the rollowing jusi though rapid sketch, by my e»-' 
timatile Trioiid, ihe Rev. Robert L. Lusher, to which 
bis obliging compliance with my request enables ma, , 
tn gi?e publicity. In a letter to nie, ttatod Moaireul,, i 
October 33, ISS8, he writes : — 

" Although I feel iDcampetent to do full justice 10 
the character of the late Rev. W. Black, in any at- 
tempt at its dclinealiou, yet, having Iwon aasuciuted 
with him in the work of the ministry— having seen r - -" 
conversed with him nearly every day for two yeani, 
and having had the opportunity of hearing bim presch' I 
onco almost every Sunday, during that tiuie, when hii 
bealih would permit, I am prepared al once to My, 
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ibai as a. Christian, a Mioidter, and a friend, Mr. 
Black wns no common man. He wa^ emphatically 
and scripcurallf , in my esdiaation, a good man, and a 
great man. He enjojed the esteem and veneration of 
jicrsoDs of all denominations, an honour lo which bis 
virtues and talents entitled him. Amiable and con- 
descending in bis Bpiril, yet consistent and decided in 
bis character, and serious and dignified in bis deport- 
ment, he won the affection and commanded the re- 
spect of the poor and tbe ricb, who alike regarded 
bim oa the ' minister of God to them for good.' — His 
affectionate and soothing cxbortatione to the one, and 
his judicious counsels and faithful warnings, when ne- 
cessary, 10 the other, were in general as acceptable as 
they were Balutary and sensonuble. I also consider 
Mr. Black to have been a sound divine, and an origi- 
nal preacher. His ministry was neither declamatory 
nor oratorical; but being convincing and persuasive, 
and generally attended with a gracious influence from 
above, it was at onoe popular and useful. The benig- 
nity of the divine character raiber than the ' terrors of 
the Lord' — the pleasures and rewards of pieiy rather 
than the eternal consequences of sin, were the topics 
on which he seemed most to delight to dwell, It is 
believed that be was one of the most succeasfol minis- 
ters of modem times, and that hundreds of souls in 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and on the adjacent con- 
tinent, na the fruits of his ministry, will be 'the crown 
of bis rejoicing in the presence of the Lord Jesus ftt 
bis coming.' Wherever be was, in ihe parlour or in 
the pulpit, he seemed to regard it as the business of 
his life to save souls. 

" Many of the societies in the Nova Scotia District 
were of his planting, and for many years he watched 



nvei tbem all with the most paiernal and anxious so' 
liciiude, rejoicing id their prospcriiy, or mourning 
over any declemioD of which he might hear : and 
when through increiuing infirmities he could no lon- 
ger visit them or preach to tbem, he did not cease to 
(ifTer up io their behairbis fervent supplicntions to Al- 
niighly God, that the gates of hell might never prevail 
Rgainsi ihem ! 

" The memory of Mr. Black is dear to mo, nnd t* 
m; family. His pious counsels, bis holy example, and 
the paternal and afientionaie interest which lie took in 
every thing thai concerned riy crndit and usefulnew, 
ran never be forgotten by me. Equally dear 
the memory of his precious wife, who (vaa 'an Israe 
ite indeed,' and who peacefully fioished her eartliM 
rourse, entering into the joy of her Lord, 
mury of tb« juai in hleased.' 

" And now, dear Sir, should you have an 
niche in the inonument ynu are raising to ibe memoi]^^ 
of OUT venerable friend, this imperfect sketch of hia 
character is eubmiitod to you, to dispose of at yon 
may think proper. Should yoa judge it worthy of k 
place in your memoir, I shall cousidei 
lui lionour." 



To ifaia portrait by Mr. Lusher, tvhieh I am per'^ 
auaded none will deem loo highly coloured who wer« 
ncijuaiuied with ihe original, I merely add a few con- 
eluding remarks on two fea 
ni«i«rinl character that wer 
exemplary. 

He was remarkably judici 
forceowni of the c 
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B equally promioent a 



4 and lenieiit in the nn* 
icipline of ibc church, 
e believe we may coniiik'nily oasert, du 
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Ihe long courae of hie ministry, did he exercise bis au- 
thority aa a. " Lord over Oad's heritage," or wield the 
■word of digciplitie with undue aeveriiy or indiscre- 
tioo. Hb was zealous for the Lord of hosts, and for the 
purity of his church ; but his zeal was at an equal db- 
tauce from a timid and temporizing policy od the one 
hand , and fram enthu^iasoi and temerity on the other. 
It was always according to knowledge — a knowledge 
of himself, and of the philosophy of the moral feel- 
ings. He deemed it no less esscDtial to ii mioiBler un- 
der the Gospel, than it was to the high priest under the 
Law, that he should have compaasioii on the ignorant 
and thero that are out of the way, inasmuch as he him- 
■elf is compassed with moral infirmity. And be knew 
that iho expulsion of a delioquenl professor from all 
spiritual association with the people of God, nnlesi 
imperatively demanded by the nature of the case, 
would be much more likely to increase his obduration, 
and to preclude the hope of his perfect restoration, 
than a course of faithful admonition and comnusera- 
ling forbearance. This, we believe, was one of ilio 
firjt lessons which he was in the habit of affectionate- 
ly impressing upon the minds of those youthful minis- 
ters who were so happy as to receive bis godly and 
paternal counsels. 

Our departed Father in Christ was eminently a man 
of prayer. The preceding pages bear ample lestiroo- 
ny to the vigilance and earnestness with which be cul- 
tivated a devotional spirit in connection with hitt pub- 
lic ministrations. It was a common saying of Luther, 
Bene oroite eit bene iluduhie ; he never found h'lameif 
ia so happy a frame for the investigation of divine 
things, as when bis thoughts ond affections were puri- 
fied and elevated by prayer, Equally aware was Mr. 
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Black of the necessity of beginning, continuing, and 
ending his labours in a prayerful Epirit. The reeuU 
was a holy and beseeching fervour in bis preaching, 
and an internal anointing of the Siiirli which ehed its 
efficient influence over Wio congregation. A learned 
infidel once remarked of the ministry of the Methodial 
church, that were they only panoplied in literary ar- 
mour they would in five years make a. conquest of iho 
world. But the divine charm in virtue of which 
such moral transformations are wrought, is hid 
from the wise and prudent. They know not ihat the 
excellency of the power is of God, and not of man — 
that unaccompanied with that quickening and plastic 
energy, the most imposing array of human accom- 
plishments were as useless as Saul's armour on the 
eon of Jesse, and eloquence majestic and harmoniooa 
as the music of the spheres but "as Bounding brass, or 
alinklingcjmbal;" theyknownotthat "prayer move* 
the hand that moves the world.'' Such, however, \a 
the fact. By a law of the moral universe, as well as 
by the promised blessing of Him who huth (he hearts 
of all men in his hand, that minister who cultivates iho 
most intimate intercourse with God, will have the freest 
access to the springs of moral action within the breasts 
of his hearers, and the greatest cause to rejoice in ifaa. 
day of Christ that he has not run in vain, neither la- 
boured in vain. Among these the subject of the pre- 
ceding memoir will be adorned with distingushed ho- 
nours. Ho honoured God, and was honoured by Him. 
Though an example to all in his systematic efforts to 
enlarge the resources of bis knowledge to the last, and 
accustomed thoroughly to digest the materials of his 
discourses, he deemed it not less essential 
cess, to carry with him into the aacred desk, as often 
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as he ascended it^ a fresh unction from the Holy One, 
than a connected train of edifying thought. And many 
were the seals of his apostleship. Besides the incal- 
culably beneficial effect of his zealous labours and holy 
ezarapie in edifying the people of God, not lees, pro- 
bably, than^oe hundred instances might even now be 
traced in which truth from his lips was clothed with 
salvation to those who heard it. The day draweth 
nigh when he will be rewarded yet more openly. Few, 
it is believed, even among the most faithful and suc- 
cessful ministers of the Lord Jesus, will receive from 
Him a crown studded with more or brighter gems, 
when "they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament ; and thbt that turn mant to 

nXGHTEOUSVESS AS THE STARS FOR EVER AND EVER." 



THE END. 



ERBATA. 

Page 3, last Una bot one, tot wkert read token* 

" 6 flUi""*} ^ ^•cHved, read regarded. 

" 180, fonrth line from bolton, ibr %rith<mt read with. 

" 248, twelfth line top for dutinetlp read diitinctivtlf» 

*' 248, foarteentli line '* for puree read paree» 
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